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298 PREFACE.

the same great critic prescribes to those who trans-

lated from the Greek into Latin. In such works

he tells us, “ Figuras—quibus maxime ornatur ora-

“ tio, MULTAs AC VARiAs cxcogitandi etiam neces-

“ siTAs quaedain est

:

quia plerumque a Giaecis Ro-

" mana dissentiunt.” lib. x. cap. 5. And in imita-

tions of every kind in a language inferior to that of

the original, in order to supply the defect, his rule

is this :
“ Okatio translationum nitoue illumi-

“ NANDA.” lib. xii. cap. 10.

To exhibit Demosthenes such as he would have

appeared in an English assembly similar lo that of

Athens, should certainly be the scope of his trans-

lator. Though he may be unfortunate in his aim,

a voluntary deviation would be unpardonable. And

an English Demosthenes would undoubtedly attend

to the genius of his language. To express his dig-

nity and majesty, he would not assume a constrained,

uncouth, and perplexed air. He would have con-

fined himself within the modest bounds of Atticism,

but of English Atticism (if the expression may be

allowed.) He would have adopted a greater share

of ornament, because a greater share of ornament

would not be inconsistent with neatness, decent

elegance, and manly dignity.

If it be still observed, that our language has been

corrupted, and the cause of learning disgraced by

translation, it might be easy to shew in what cases

this has been, and must be, the consequence ;
and

that an attempt to copy the excellencies of ancient
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tempts ;
especially, when, in any instance, they have

suffered by such attempts. Here we find the great

cause of all disorders, the origin of all calamiUcs,

in this want of a sincere, disinterested regard to jus-

tice To avoid this danger, therefore, in our attempts

to reduce the power of Thebes, let us declare, that

Thespia, and Orchomenus, and Platma, must he re-

stored : let us exert ourselves for this purpose, and

call on others to assist us. Thus shall our true regard

to equity, our real patriotic spirit, be displayed in this

generous concern for the restoration of ancient cities.

But, at the same time, let usnolabandon Messeneand

Megalopolis to the power of their oppressors. Let

us not, under the pretence of serving the Thespians

and Plataeans, look on with unconcern, whilst cities

now in being, already filled with inhabitants, are

razed to their foundations. If we shew this equal

regard to justice, there is not a state in Greece but

will readily unite with us. to wrest from the Thebans

their unjust acquisition. If not, this people must

necessarily oppose our endeavours to restore the

cities; an event which they must justly regard as

their own destruction : and, in our own affair*, the

attempt must prove ineffectual. And what, in truth,

can be expected, if we are ever suffering cities, now

in being, to be destroyed; and demanding, thatcities,

long since ruined, should be restored ?

It hath been urged in this debate, by those who

* Our own affair. That is, the recovery of Oropus.
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have spoken with the greatest appearance of reason,

that these people should take down the public

monuments* of their treaty with Thebes, if they mean
to be real allies to this state. On the other side, it is

alleged, that it is not such monuments, but interest,

which they regard as the essential cause of friend-
ship : that they must look on those as their real

allies, who will grant them their assistance.

But, however sincerely they may thus profess,

* The public monuments, Sic. In tho original^ Ta? ETHAAX
icadiAcrv Tti? SfiQouov;, It was the custom in Greece, that

the treaties of tlic several states, and the conditions of these

ti’eaties, should be inscribed on columns, which were erected,

and, while the treaties subsisted, were preserved in the most
public and frequented places, as in the scenes of their great

games, where the whole nation was collected at particular

seasons, and there had an opportunity of being witnesses of

the terms agreed on. The observance of these was, in some
sort, a matter of national concern, and came under the cogni-

zance of the great council of Amphictyons. That the con-

tracting powers themselves might have the monuments of their

public acts continually in view, the like columns were erected

in the most conspicuous places of their cities. Thus we learn

from Thucydides, (1. 5.) that, when the Athenians and Lacede-

monians had concluded a truce for fifty years, in the tenth

year of the famous Peloponnesian war, it was provided, that

the columns on which the treaty was inscribed, should be

erected in such places as have been mentioned,

crntTon kuI Tlv^oT, xat xet) iv *A9ifAq Iv vroXsi, kccI

L AxKi^aifX9H *AfAVK^aiu>, Pausanias observes, that in his days,

many of these columns were preserved in the Olympian temple,

and particularly that which was the monument of the treaty

concluded between the Athenians, Argians, and Mant in scans,

in the twelfth year of the Peloponnesian war.
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your indolence and insensibility the people of

Milylene * have lost their liberty ; by your indolence

and insensibility the people of Rhodes have lost

their liberty. Rut these, it may be said, were

our enemies. Yet we should regard oligarchies

as much more the objects of our aversion (merely

on account. «)f their constitution) than free states

can be from any cause.

But I have wandered from my purpose. My
advice is this : That you should be arranged in your

Classes ;
and that, by one and the same regula-

tion, you should be entitled to receive, and obliged

to act. Of these things I have spoken upon former

occasions ;
and explained the manner in which our

infantry, our cavalry, in which those who arc ex-

empt from military service, may be all duly regu-

lated, and all receive their stipends fully. But, that

which of all things gives me the most melancholy

apprehensions, I shall here declare without dis-

guise. Many, and noble, and important, are the

objects which should command your attention. Yet

no man hath the least respect to any one of them ;

all attend solely to the wretched pittance ** you dis-

* This change of the government at Mitylene, as it could not

convey any instruction to posterity, hatli been passed over in

silence, by all the ancients except Demosthenes : so that we are

ignorant of the manner in which it was etfected. (And how far

the Athenians were really to blame in not preventing it.)

Lucchesini.

** To the wretched pittance, Arc. Literally, to the twobboli:

that is 2d. 2q. the sum distributed to the poorer citizens for their
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trusted with the interests of his country, worthy to

be regarded as our great resource in time of danger;

who, when liis fellow-citizens are called forth to

meet their enemies, flies from his post, and hides

himself at home
; when the danger is at home, and

his aid demanded here, pretends that he is an am-
bassador and runs from the city. When there was

a real occasion for an embassy, to induce Alexander

to peace, he refused to move one step from home

;

but when it was once reported that this prince was

so favourably disposed towards us, as to permit those

to return whom his power had banished, and that

Nicanor^ had come to Olympia, then did he offer his

services, as inspector of the solemn rites. Such is

this man’s conduct: if we arc to take the field, he is

confined at home ;
if this be the scene of duty, he is

an ambassador ;
if really sent on an embassy, we

find him a fugitive ^

Attend to those decrees of Demosthenes, which

empower the Areopagus to inquire into such cor-

rupt practices, when he himself, and when other

® Nicanor was the agent of Alexander, sent to the public

games to proclaim his master’s kind intentions to the Greeks.

^ Plutarch informs us (in his Life of Demosthenes) that the

orator was appointed, with some other Athenians to go on an

embassy to Alexander, immediately after the destruction of

Thebes, in order to conclude a treaty with this prince : and

that, when he had proceeded so far as Citheron, he began to

reflect seriously on the danger of the Macedonian's resentment,

and returned home in a lit of terror. So far his accuser’s al-

legations are confirmed by history.
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To prove the truth of this, read the authors of tiiis

decree, and the name of the president who pro-

posed it.

The Decree.

THE PRESIDENT.

A noble institution this, a truly noble institution,

Athenians, this exact preservation of our public

records. Thus they remain unalterable, and never

change from one to tlie other party, with our variable

politicians ; but, whenever we are pleased to resort

to them, afford us ample satisfaction as to the real

characters of those, who, after a long course of base-

ness, affect to be thought men of worth and excel-

lence on any change of circumstances.

It remains, that I produce some instances of his

abandoned flattery. For one whole year did De-

mostlienes enjoy the honour ot a senator ;
and yet,

in all that time, it never appears that he moved to

grant precedency to any ministers : for the first, the

only time, he conferred this distinction on the mi-

nisters of Philip ; he servilely attended to accom-

modate them with his cushions and his carpets ;
by

the dawn of day he conducted them to the theatre

;

and, by his indecent and abandoned adulation,

raised an universal uproar of derision. When they

were on their departure towards Thebes, he hired

three teams of mules, and conducted them in state

into that city. Thus did he expose his country to
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ridicule. But, that I may confine myself to facts,

read the decree relative to the grant of precedency.

The Decree.

And yet this* abject, this enormous flatterer,

when he had been the first that received advice of

* And yet this, cS:c. The reader may not be displeased with

tlic following account of this transaction from Plutarch, together

with the reflections of the biographer,

** Demosthenes, having received private information of Phi-

** lip's death, in order to inspirit his countrymen, appeared in

“ tlie senate with an air of gaiety, pretending to have seen a

vision, which promised some good fortune to the Athenians,

Immediately after, arrives an express with a full account of

“ this event. The people in a transport of joy sacrifice to the

“ gods, for the good tidings, and decree a cruwn to Pausanias.

On this occasion Demosthenes appeared in public, with a

“ chaplet on his head, and in splendid attire, although it was

“ but the seventh day from the death of his daughter, as iEschi-

‘‘ lies ob.serves, who discovers^iis own want of firmness and ele-

“ vation, l)y reproaching him on this account as devoid of natural

“ affection. As if tears and lamentations were the infallible signs

“ of tenderness and sensibility, he objects to him that he bore

his misfortune with composure. 1 do not say that it was right

** to wear chaplets, and to offer sacrifices, upon the death of a

** prince who had used his good fortune with so much modera-

“ tion. It was rather base and ungenerous to pay him honours,

“ and enroll him among their citizens, when alive; and, when

<< he had been killed, to break out into such extravagancies, to

“ insult over his dead body, and to sing hymns ofjoy, as if they

themselves had performed some great exploit. But I can by

“ no means condemn Demosthenes, for leaving it to the women

“ to mourn over the misfortunes of his family, and exerting him-

“ self in what he deemed the service of his country upon this

‘‘ emergency.’' Plut. in Vit. Demost.
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Philip’s deatli, from tlie emissaries of Cliaridemus,

pretended a divine vision, and, witli a sliameless lie,

declared that this intelligence had been conveyed to

him, not by Charidemus, but by Jupiter and Mi-

nerva. Thus he dared to boast, that these divinities,

by whom he had sworn falsely in the day, had con-

descended to hold communication with him in the

niglit, and to inform him of futurity. Seven days

had now scarcely elapsed, since the death of his

daughter, when this wretch, before lie had per-

formed tlic usual rites of mourning, before he had

duly paid her funeral honours, crowned his head

with a chaplet, put on his white robe, made a solemn

sacrifice, in despite of law and decency ; and this

when he had lost his child, the first, the only child

that had ever called him by the tender name of

father. I say not this to insult his misfortunes ; I

mean but to display his real character. For he who
hates his children, he avIio is a bad parent, canuot

possibly prove a good minister. He who is insen-

sible to that natural alfection which should engage

his heart to those who are most intimate and near to

him, can never feel a greater regard to your welfare

than to that of strangers. He who acts wickedly

in private life, cannot prove excellent in his public

conduct
;
he who is base at home, can never acquit

himself with honour when sent to a strange country

in a public character. For it is not the man, but

the scene that changes.

By what fortunate revolution he hath been ena-

bled to assume a new character
;

(for I now come
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to the second period ;) whence it is, that Philocrates,

for the same conduct in which he was equally con-

cerned, hath been impeached and condemned to

exile, while Demosthenes supports his station, and

maintains llie power of impcachiiiij others ;
and by

what means this abandoned wretch hath been en-

abled to plunge you into such calamities ;
these are

points which merit your peculiar attention.

When Philip, then, had possessed himself of

I'hcrmopyhe by surprise
;
when, contrary to all ex-

pectation, he had subverted the cities of the Pho-

cians
; when he had raised the state of Thebes to a

deg-ree of power too great (as we then thought) for

the times, or for our interest ; when we were in

such consternation that our effects were all collected

from the country, and deposited within these walls ;

the severest indignation was expressed against the

deputies in general, who had been em])loyed in the

negotiation of the peace
;
but principally, and above

all otliers, against Philocrates and Demosthenes;

because they had not only been concerned in the

deputation, but were the first movers and authors

of the decree for peace. It hapj)encd, at this junc-

ture, that a difl'erence arose between Demosthenes

and Philocrates, nearly on the same occasion which

you yourselves suspected must produce animosities

between them. The ferment which arose from

hence, together with the natural distemper of his

mind, produced such counsels, as nothing but an

abject terror could dictate, together with a malig-

nanl jealousy of the advantages which Philocrates
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()1 llu‘ j)riiH i|)Al slater oi C irooco.—Characters of Dcniadcs,

1 1 vjM‘ri<h’s, and .llschines, the orators.—Chai icter

of Dcmoslluau's.

To juiiiWcitc a people renowned for justice, hii-

innnity, and valour, yet in many instances de-

Ljenerale and corrupted ; to warn them of the

dangers of luxury, treachery, and bribery
; of

th(‘ ambition and |)erlidy of a itowcrful foreign

enemy
;

to recall the glory of their ancestors to

their thotights
;

and (o inspire them with reso-

lution, vigour, and unanimity ; to ( orrcct abuses,

to restor<‘ discipline, to revive and enforce the

gameroiis sentiments of patriotism and public

spirit:—These were the great purposes for which

tb(» following Orations were originally pronoun-

c(‘d. The subject therefore may possibly recom-

nuMul them to a Hritisii ri‘ader, even under the

disadvantages of a translation, by no means

VOL. I. a
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derived from his corruption. He concluded, that

by inveighing' against his colleagues, and against

Philip, Pliilocrates must inevitably fall ;
that the

other deputies must be in danger ;
that he himselt

must gain reputation ;
and, notwithstanding his

baseness and treachery to his friends, he must ac-

quire the character of a consummate patriot. The

enemies of our tranquillity perceived his designs

;

they at once invited him to the gallery, and extolled

him as the only man who disdained to betray the

public interest for a bribe. The moment he ap-

peared, he kindled up the flame of war and con-

fusion. He it was, Athenians, who first found out

(he Serrian fort, and Doriskum, and Ergiske, and

Murgiske, and Ganos, and Ganides, places whose

very names Averc hitherto utterly unknown ;
and

such was his power in perverting and perplexing,

(hat, if Philip declined to send his ministers to

Athens, he represented it as a contemptuous insult

on the state ;
if he did send them, they were spies,

and not ministers ;
if he inclined to submit his dis-

putes with us to some impartial mediating state, no

equal umpire could be found, he said, between us

and Philip. This prince gave us up the Halonesus.

But he insisted that we should not receive it, unless

it was declared, not that he resigned, but restored:

thus cavilling about syllables. And, to crown all

his conduct, by paying public honours to those who

had carried their arms into Thessaly and Magnesia

under the command of Aristodemus, in direct vio-

lation of the treaty, he dissolved the peace, and pre-

pared the way for calamity and war.
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worthy of the famous original. His candour may

pardon them ; or sometimes, perhaps, they may

escape him, if he sulfers his imagination to be

possessed with that enthusiasm which our orator

is, of all others, most capable of inspiring
;
and

will, for a while, interest himself in the cause of

Athens.

To the history of Greece, I must suppose he is

no stranger. Yet, though it may not inform hiin,

his memory may possibly be assisted, by a sum-

mary review of the alfairs and interests of that

country
;

particularly of those divisions, which

had a long time subsisted between its principal

states, and on which Philip justly grounded his

hopes of success, in his attcm|)ts upon their li-

berties.

These states were Lacedemon, Athens, and

Thebes.

The first, famous for her ancient kings, had ac-

quired new splendour under the reign of Lvcuii-

Gus. The wisdom of the constitution which he

established, and the exact obedience paid to his

laws, preserved the state from those domestic

divisions which prevailed in other places ; and

the remarkable temperance of Sparta, the severity
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Yes, but by the alliance of the Eubooans and the

Thebans, did he (for thus he boasts) surround our

city with walls of brass and adamant. But the truth

is, Athenians, that in these transactions he com-

initfed no less than three most enormous olFences, of

which you are utterly uninformed. Although I am
impatient to come to that grand article, the alliance

of the Thebans, yet for the sake of order, I must

begin with that of the Eubcjeans.

You, my countrymen ! had received many and

great injuries from Mnesarchus the Chalcidian, the

father of Caliias and Taurosthenes, (the man whom
he hath now presumed, for tlie sake of a wretched

bribe, to enroll among the citizens of Athens,) and

also from Theinisan the Eretrian, who, in time of

profound peace, wrested Oropus from you. Yet

you consented to bury all this in oblivion, and,

when the Thebans had invaded Eubcca, in order to

enslave the cities, within five days you appeared in

their defence, with a powerful armament ; and, be-

fore thirty days had yet elapsed, you obliged the

Thebans to capitulate, and to evacuate the island.

Tlius absolute masters of Eubffia, you reinstated its

cities and communities in all their privileges
;
you

generously and equitably relied on their faith, and

thought it higlily unjust to retain the memory of

ancient animosities, when they implicitly resigned

themselves to your honour. Y et to these important

obligations the people of Chalcis did by no means

make the due returns. On the contrary, when you

ha‘il passed into Euboea, to assist Plutarch, at first



of her discipline, her public spirit, and concern

for the liberty and happiness of othef commu-

nities, made her long- revered as the parent of

Gi eecc. Her constitution, however, was not

without its faults. Her “overnment savoured of

the humour of her inhabitants, wbo extended the

same harsh severity to their allies, which they used

towards each other. Hesides, they were devoted

to arms ;
and their constitution required continual

\vars for the preservation of it. This made their

government distasteful, and favoured the ambition

of the Athenians their rivals, who, though a more

ancient people, had for many years, (through their

weakness or disorders,) lived without any thought

of command.

Athens was originally governed by kings
; the

last of whom sacriliced his life to the good of his

country
;
and upon his death, the Athenians took

occasion to abolish the royalty, and instituted their

perpetual archons, which were changed to a de-

cennial, and afterwards to an annual magistracy.

I’lie state, however, was not completely settled,

until Solon, by his wise laws, restored the love of

labour and husbandry, opened a way for com-

merce, taught his countrymen to enrich them-

selves, and found means to subdue their licentious-

ness by the rules of justice, order, and discipline.
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upon (his occasion. He called Alexander a Mar-

GiTES ®, and had the presumption to assert that lie

would never stir from Macedon ;
for that he would

be satisfied with parading through his capital, and

there tearing up his victims in search of happy omens.

And this, said he, I declare, not from conjecture, but

from a clear conviction of this great truth, that gloiy

is not to be purchased but by blood : I lie vvietch !

whose veins have no blood : who judged of Alex-

ander, not from the temper of Alexander, but from

his own dastardly soul.

But when (he Thessalians had taken up arms

against us, and the young prince at first expressed

the warmest resentment, and not without reason ;

when an army had actually invested Thebes, then

was he chosen our ambassador ;
but, when he had

proceeded as far as Cithaeron, he turned and ran

back to Athens. Thus hath he proved equally

worthless, both in peace and in war. But, what is

most provoking, you refused to give him up to jus-

tice j
nor would you suffer him to be tried in the

general council of the Greeks. And, it that be true

which is reported, he hath now repaid your indul-

« A Margii ES, I. c. a contemptible idiot. Immediately

after the deatli of Pliilip, saitli Plutarch, the states began to form

aconfoderacy, at tlie instigation of Demosthenes. The Thebans

whom he supplied with arms, attacked the. Macedonian garrison,

and cut off numbers of them. The Athenians prepared to join

with Thebes. Tlieir assemblies were directed solely by Demos-

thenes, who sent dispatches to the king s lieutenants in Asia, to

prevail upon them to rise against .Alexander, whom he called a

Boy, and a Maugites. Plut. in De.most.
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Athens, thus reformed, was in a fair way of grow-

ing great and illustrious, when one of the citizens

found means to seize the supreme power. The

struggles of the Athenians for liberty, against the

successors of this man, was one occasion of the

Persian war ;
the glorious exploits of which are too

well known to need a recital. The victories of

Marathon, Salamis, and Platma, the chief honour

of which, the Athenians assumed (o themselves, de-

termined the cliaracter of that people, inspired them

with the highest notions of glory and honour, and

at last prompted them to set up for sovereign

umpires of Greece.

Sparta was willing to resign to them the com-

mand of the sea : but they woidd be absolute in

all. And as they had delivered Greece from the

oppression of the Barbarians, they thought them-

selves entitled to oppress her in their turn. They

called themselves protectors of the Grecian cities,

but behaved like their lords
;

till at last, Sparta,

urged by the complaints of several states against

the violence of Athens, began the famous Pelopon-

nesian war, which, was carried on with various

success twenty-seven years. The unhappy expe-

dition of the Athenians into Sicily, first shook their

power ; and the victory of Lysander at ^Egos-Po-

tamos, entirely overthrew it.
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vc.ssel (lid the slate lose abroad ;
not a vessel waS

detained here, as unfit for service. But while our

former laws subsisted, we were perpetually exposed

all such inconveniencies. And they proceeded

from our poorer citizens. These were insufficient

for tlie discharge of their assessments ; and we were

continually feeling the effects of such insufficiency^

But by my means were the public burdens transfer-

red from the poorer to our richer citizens, and the

business of the state conducted without, the least

interruption. Permit me then to claim some praise

on this account at least, that through the course of

my public administration I constantly pursued such

measures as reflected glory on the state, exalted her

renown, and enlarged her power. No sordid envy,

no rancour, no malignity, have I ever discovered
;

no meanness, nothing unworthy of my country.

Such was the general tenor of my administration, in

the affairs of this city, and in the national concerns

of Greece. And no wonder. Here I was never

known to prefer the favour of the great to the

rights of the people. And, in the affairs of Greece,

the bribes, the flattering assurances of friendship

which Philip lavished, never were so dear to me, as

the interests 5f the nation.

The only articles, 1 presume, which now remain

for me to speak to, are those of the proclamation

and the accounts. For that 1 have pursued the

true interest of the state, that 1 have on all occa-

sions discovered’ a warm aft'ection and zealous

alacrity in your service, 1 trust hath been cslab-
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By this event, however^ Greece only clianged

her masters. Sparta resumed the superiority
; but

her new reign lasted only thirty years. The Spar-

tans were possessed with such a prejudice in favour

of their own form of government, that they at-

tempted to abolish democracy every where ; and

while they imposed their thirty tyrants upon

Athens, established a government of ten, in other

states, composed of men devoted to their interest.

Thus they became more absolute, but at the same

time more odious. Their prosperity made them

presume too much upon their strength. Their

forces were lent to support the pretensions of the

younger Cyrus. Their king, Agesilaus, was sent

into Persia ; where the Great King could not put

a stop to his progress, but by bribing the Greeks,

and by that means raising up enemies against

Sparta.

The Greeks readily hearkened to his solicitations.

The Athenians, at the head of the malcontents, re-

solved to hazard every thing for liberty ; and with-

out reflecting on their late miserable condition, pre-

sumed to affront that state which had reduced them

to it. They knew so well to make a right use of

the oversight the Spartans had committed, in pro-

voking the Great King, that, joining their force with

the Persian licet, they defeated them, and rebuilt
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Orat. XIX.] o II ATIONS.
''

IS actually prepariujr to make an inroad into
Attica, (in manircst contempt of his engagements,)
and to rescind all his late treaties and obligations,
without the least regard to public faith : It is

“ uksolvkd, that ambassadors shall be sent to
“ confer witli liim, and lo exhort him to preserve
‘‘ that harmony and to adhere to tl.ose engage-
« rnents which have hitherto subsisted between us:
‘‘ at least, that he may grant the state time to dc-
‘‘ liberate, and make a truce, till the month Thar-
‘'gclion.-Siiiuis, I'mthydemus, and Ilulagoras, are
elctled from the senate lor this commission.”

Another Decree.

“ In the archonshi|) of lleropythus, tlic last day
ol the month IVlunichion ;— at the motion of (he

“ polcmarch :

VVliereas Philip is exerting his most strenu-
ous ell'orts to alienate (he ^Phebaiis from us, and

“ prepares to march with all his army to the fron-
“ tiers of Attica, in direct violation of the treaty
now subsisting between us It is resolved by

“ the -senate and people of Athens, that an herald
” and ambassadors be sent to him, who shall require
" and demand a cessation of hostilities, that the
“ people may have an opportunity of deliberating
" on this exigency

; as at present they are inclined
“ to judge that the honour of the state cannot be
“ supported but by an extraordinary and vigorous

opposition, Nearchus and Polycrates are chosen
VOL. II. Y
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their walls : nor did they lay down their arms, till

the Lacedemonians were obliged, by a solemn treaty,

to restore the Grecian cities to their liberty. For

although tlic Lacedemonians j)retcnded a volun-

tary generosity in this allair, yet it a|)pearcd, by

the consequence, that fear only had obliged them

to it ; as they took an opportunity, some time after,

to oppress Thebes, tliongh expressly compre-

hended in the treaty. Tliis raised the states of

Greece against them. The Athenians, (who always

harboured the most inveterate hatred and Jealousy

of them, and had lately been j)articuiarly provoked

by an attempt of one of their generals to seize their

port,) set themselves once more at the head of the

confederacy ;
and took upon themselves tiic whole

expense of the war
;

in which their arms were

crowned with victories by sea and latjd, at Corinth,

Naxos, Corcyra, and fjencas. I’hus were the

Spartans obliged to renew the treaty, and the cities

of Greece again restored to an entire independency.

—These bold efforts of the Athenians to reduce

the Spartan power, and to regain their former sove-

reignty, arc frequently extolled in the following

Orations, as the glorious effects of their concern for

the liberties of Greece.

And now the peace was just concluded, and the

Greeks had the fairest juospect of enjoying it, when,^



on a sudden, tlic Thebans started up, and asserted

their claim to sovereign power.

Tljcbes had, from the earliest ages, been

ranked amongst tlie most considerable states. The

natural slowness and heaviness of the inhabitants

had, however, prevented them from aiming at any

pre-eminence. In the Persian war, they even had

the baseness to join with the Barbarians. And in

order to screen themselves from the resentment of

the Athenians on tliis account, they afterwards

attached themselves to Lacedemon ; and continued

linn, through the whole course of the Peloponnesian

war. They shifted sides however, some time after,

and had some contests with the Lacedemonians.

The seizing of their citadel, and the recovery of it

out of the hands of the Lacedemonians by Pelo-

pidas, had created a mutual hatred between these

two states. And the I'hcbans naturally hardy and

robust, and grown experienced since the Peloponne-

sian war, (from which time their arms had been con-

stantly exercised,) now at length began to entertain

thoughts of commanding. They refused to accede

to the treaty negotiated by the Athenians, unless

they were acknowledged chief of Boeotia. This re-

fusal not only exposed them to the resentment of

the King of Persia, (who was at that time particu-
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laiiy conccrntd tliat tlie Greeks should be at peace,)

but raised Athens, Sparta, and indeed all Greece

against them. The Lacedemonians declared war ;

and thinking them an easy victory, now that they

were deserted by their allies, marched their forces a

considerable way into the Theban territory. Now
it was, that Epaminondas first shone out in all his

lustre, lie put himself at the head of (he Thebans,

and met the enemy at Leuctra, where he gave them

a total overthrow. He then marched into Pelo-

ponnesus, and had well-nigh made himself master

of the city of Sparta
;

relieved some people who

bad been oppressed by the Spartans ; and by his

justice and magnanimity, his extensive abilities,

and zealous concern for his country, promised to

raise the Thebans to the most exalted degree (d

power and dignity ; when, in another engagement

with the Lacedemonians at Mantinea, he fell, as it

were, in the arms of victory.

\ ' The death of Epaminondas, and the peace which

ClK^cd, slackened the zeal of the principal powers

%Grecce, and rendered (hem too secure. The

J^thenians, particularly, (when they saw the fortune

of Lacedemon at the lowest ebb, and that, on the

j^art of Thebes, they were freed from all apprehen-

.-^.^ions by the death of the general, the soul of iheii
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rounscis and designs,) were now no longer upon

(lieir guard, but abandoned themselves to ease and

|)leasure. Festivals and pui)lic entertainments en-

gaged their attention, and a violent passion for the

stage banislied all thoughts of business and glory.

Poets, players, singers, and dancers, were received

with that esteem and applause, which were due to

(lie commanders who fought their battles. '^^I’hey

were rewarded extravagantly, and their perform-

ances exhibited with a magnificence scarcely to be

conceived. The treasures which should have main-

tained their armies, were applied to purchase seats

in their theatres. Instead of that spirit and vigour

which they exerted against the Persian, they were

possessed with indolence and effeminacy ; they had

no farther concern about the affairs of war, than

jn.st to keep a few foreign troops in pay ; in short,

treachery, corruption, and degeneracy, overspread

the state.

But while they were sinking into this con-

dition they found themselves unexpectedly en-

gaged with a very formidable enemy, Philip, kin^-

of the Macedonians, a people hitherto obscure^

and in a manner barbarous; but now, by the cou-

rage, activity, and consummate policy of their

monarch, ready to lay the foundation of a most

e.xtcnsivc empire.
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Philip had been sent early into Thebes as an

hostagCj where he was so happy as to improve his

natural abilities, by the instructions of Epami-

nondas. The news of his brother Perdiccas being

slain in a battle with the Illyrians, determined

him to fly to the relief of his country : he eluded

the vigilance of his guards, and escaped privately

to Macedon ; where, taking advantage of the

people's consternation for the loss of their king,

and of the dangers they apprehended from an in-

fant reign, he first got himself declared protector

to his nephew, and soon after king in his stead ;

and indeed the present condition of the Mac(;do-

nians required a prince of his abilities. The Illy-

rians, flushed with their late victory, were prepar-

ing to march against them ; the Pamnians harassed

them with perpetual incursions ; and, at the same

time, Pausanias and Argmns, two of the loyal

blood, pretended to the crown ; the one supiiortcd

by Thrace, the other by Athens.

Under these circumstances, Philip’s first care

was to gain the affections of his people, to raise

their spirits, to train and exercise them, and to

reform their military discipline. And now he be-

gan to discover those abilities, which afterwards

raised him to such an height of power, and which
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were not to be expected in a prince of tlie age of

twenty-two years.

The cliief motive of tlie Atlicnians, in support-

ing the pretensions of Argasiis, was the hopes

of getting possession of AmphipoliSj a city bor-

dering on Maccdon, which they had long claimed

as tlieir colony. It had sometimes been in their

hands, sometimes subjected to Lacedernon, ac-

cording to the dillerent changes of fortune of

tliesc states. After the peace of Antalcidas, the

Greeks acknowledged the pretensions of the

Athenians ; and it was resolved, that they should

be put in possession of this city at the common

charge. Probably the people of Amphipolis re-

fused to submit to their old masters
;

for the

Athenians were obliged to dispatch Iphicrates

thither with forces. Put the kings of Alacedon

now began to dispute it with them. Pcrdiccas

made himself muster of it ; and Philip would very

gladly have kept it in his own hands; but this

could not be done without weakening his army,

and incensing the Athenians, whom his present

circumstances required him rather to make his

friends ; on the other hand, he could not think

of suffering them to possess it, as it was the key

to that side of his dominions, lie therefore look

a middle course, and declared it a Irec city

;
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Iheroby Icavini’' tlie inhabitants to throw olF their

dependence on their old masters, and making' it

appear to be their own act. At the same lime

he disarms the Pajonians by the force of presents

and promises, and then turns his arms against

the Athenians, who had marched to the assistance

of Argseus, A battle ensued, in wliich Philip

was victorious. By the death of Argmus, wlio

fell in the action, he was frceil from that dispute ;

and by his respectful care of the Athenians, when

he had them in his power, he so far g-ained upon

that people, that they concluded a peace with

him. He now found himself strong enough to

break with the Pmonians, whom he subdued ; and

having gained a complete victory over the Illy-

rians, he obliged them to restore all their con-

quests in Maccdon, He also shut up the entrance

of his kingdom against Pausanias ; but having-

provided for the security of it, in the next place

he thought of making it more powerful and nou-

rishing.

The re-union of Amphipolis he considered as

the principal mcatis to this end ; and therefore,

under pretence of punishing some wrongs, which

he alleged ag-ainst that city, he laid siege to it.

The moment they perceived their danger, the

people of Amphipolis sent two of their citizens to
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Athens, to solicit succours : but, in order (o pre-

vent any opposition on the part of the Athe-

nians, Philip g-ave them the strongest assurances,

that his sole design was to put them in possession

of it, the moment it was in liis power: they there-

fore sull’ered him to make a concpiest of it. But,

instead of performing his promise, he proceeded

to take from them Pydna and Potidma, with

which he pitrchased the friendship of the Olyn-

thians, whom it concerned him at that time to

ol)Iige. The golden mines of Crenidcs fell next

into his hands, and contributed greatly to his

successes.

The Athenians could not but be alarmed at the

])rogrcss of this prince. 11 is vigilance and acti-

vity, his policy and insincerity, now began to

appear dangerous ;
and counsels were held to

deliberate •opon the measures proper to be taken.

But, although the Athenians were possessed with

delicacy and sensibility^ and entertained magni-

ficent ideas of virtu(^ ;and its duties, yet they

wanted application, constancy, and perseverance.

The good (pialities which had long been the boast

of that people, were now disappearing, while

their faults increased. Hence it was, that they

easily suffered themselves to bC' lulled into a false

security. Besides, they had: enough of diffi-
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cully to support their jurisdiction in other parts,

and to bear up against a considerable revolt of their

allies.

This revolt produced the war called tlie social

war; wliich lasted three years, and was succeeded

by the Phocian or sacred war, so called, because

begun from a motive of religion. The Phocians

had ploughed up some ground adjoining to the

tcmi)le of Apollo at Delphos, which their neigh-

bours exclaimed against as sacrilege, and was so

Judged by the council of Amphictyon.s, that ve-

nerable assembly composed of representatives from

the principal states of Greece, who ,sat twice

every year at Delphos and Therinopyhe. They

laid a heavy fine upon them ; but, instead of

submitting to the sentence, the Phocians alleged,

that the care and patronage of the temple be-

longed anciently to them
; and, encouraged by

Philomelus, one of their principal citizens, took

up arms to assert their claim. The several states

of Greece took part in this quarrel, as their in-

terests and inclinations directed. Athens and

Sparta, with some other of the Peloponnesians,

declared for the Phocians. The Thebans were

their principal opposers ; and were assisted by the

Thessalians, Locrians, and other neighbouring

slates. At first, Philomelus had some success

;
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but, in the second year of the war, the '^riicbans

yave liim a signal defeat, and he himself was

killed in the pursuit.

In the mean time, Pliilip took no part in this

war. lie was well pleased that the parties sliould

e.xhaust their strength ; and also had an oppor-

tunity of securing and extending his frontier with-

out interruption, by taking in such places as

were either convenient or troublesome to him.

Of tins latter kind was the city of Methone,

whicli, after some resistance, he took and demo-

lished, annexing its lands to Macedon. During

the siege, he was in imminent danger of liis life,

luiving lost one of his eyes by an arrow. But it

was not long before Philip had a fair opportunity

of engaging as a party in the Phocian war. The

Thessalians, a people susceptible of all impres-

iiions, and incapable of preserving any, equally

forgetful of benefits and injuries, ever ready to sub-

mit to tyrants, and to implore the assistance of

their neighbours to free them from slavery

—

had some time since been governed by Alexander

of Phera;, the most detestable tyrant ever known

in Greece. He was dispatched by Tisiphonus,

Lycophron, and Pitholaus, who seized the govern-

ment, and became equally intolerable. So that

the nobility of Thessaly, with the Aleuadae, de-
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scendants from Morciilos, at tlioir head, declared

against them, and implored the assistance of

Philip. Tliis prince willingly sacrificed the hopes

of extending his conquests in Thrace to the ho-

nour of assisting the Aleuadm, who were of the

same race with him
;
and of imitating Pelopidas in

giving liberty to Thessaly. He h.ad also long-

wished to have the Macedonians considered as a

Grecian people ;
and, as he thought no opportunity

could be so honourable and favourable, as to allcct

an interest in the affairs of Thessaly, he readily

marched against the tyrants, and soon divested

them of all their authority.

But Philip’s apparent danger from the wound

which he received at Methone, emboldened Ly-

cophron to resume the sovereign power. The

Phocians (who, after the death of Philomelus,

had renewed the war with all imaginable vigour

under Onomaichus), espoused the cause of this

tyrant, who had engaged the Thessalians to ob-

serve a neutrality ;
and they, in return, supported

him with all their power. Philip, therefore, now

became involved in the general quarrel. At first,

the Phocian general gained some advantages over

him
;
but he afterwards had such success, as en-

larged his views, and inspired him with new hopes

and expectations. He thought of nothing less
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than the conquest of Greece ;
and, under pretence

of marching against the Phocians, made a bold at-

tempt to seize the famous pass at Thermopylae,

which he justly called the key of Greece. This

poused the Athenians from their lethargy. At the

first news of his march, they flew to the pass, and

prevented his design ; as he did not think it pru-

dent to force his w'ay.

We may reasonably look on his retreat from

Thermopylae as the aera of Philip’s hatred to the

Athenians. He saw that they were the only people

of Greece capable of defeating his projects, oi* of

giving him uneasiness in his own kingdom : he

therefore provided himself, with much diligence, a

fleet composed of light ships, which might disturb

their trade, and, at the same time, enrich his sub-

jects by bringing in prizes, lie also encreased his

army, and projected tlie destruction of the Athenian

colonies in Thrace. At the same time, he prac-

tised very successfully at Athens itself ; and, by

large appointments, secured some eminent orators,

to charm the people with delusive hopes of peace,

or to frighten them with expensive estimates, while

they pretended a zeal for the defence of the state.

In a deniocratical government, like that of Athens,

Eloquence was the sure means of recommending

bVOL. I.
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its possessor to the attention and regard of his

fellow-citizens, and of raising him to all public

honours and advantages. The gradual improve-

ments of literature had introduced and perfected

the arts of moving and persuading ; and perhaps

the disorders of the state contributed to make them

more important, called forth a greater number of

public speakers, and opened a larger field for their

abilities. Many of those orators, who, about that

time, took the lead in the Athenian assemblies, ai-e

tost to posterity. The characters, however, of the

most eminent have been transmitted, or may be

collected from the writings of antiquity.

Demades, by his birth and education, seemed

destined to meanness and obscurity : but as the

Athenian assembly admitted persons of all ranks

and occupations to speak their sentiments, his

powers soon recommended him to his countrymen,

and raised him from the low condition of a common

mariner, to the administration and direction of pub-

lic affairs. His private life was stained with those

brutal excesses, which frequently attend the want

of early culture, and an intercourse with tlie infe-

rior and least refined part of mankind. His con-

duct, as a leader and minister, was not actuated by

the principles of delicate honour and integrity ;

and his eloquence seems to have received a tine-
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tiire from his original condition. He appears to

have been a strong, bold, and what we call a blunt

speaker, whose manner, rude and daring, and

» sometimes bordering on extravagance, had often-

'^mes a greater effect than the more corrected

style of other speakers, who confined themselves

within the bounds of decorum and good-breeding.

Hvperides, on the contrary, was blessed with

all the graces of refinement : harmonious, elegant,

and polite, with a well-bred festivity, and delicate

irony ; excellent in panegyric, and of great natural

abilities for affecting the passions
;

yet his clo-

(juence seems rather to have been pleasing than

persuasive. He is said to have been not so well

fitted for a popular assembly, and for political de-

bates, as for private causes, and addressing a few

select judges : and even here, when he pleaded the

cause of a woman for whom he had the tendcrest

passion, he was obliged to call the charms of his

mistress to the assistance of his eloquence, and was

more indebted to these for his success than to his

own powers.

Lycurgos had all the advantages which birth

and education could afford for forming an orator.

He was the hearer of Plato, and the scholar of Iso-
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crates, lie seems to Jiave been particularly alVoct-

ed by the charms of poetry and the polite arts
;

nor was he less remarkable for diligence and atten-

tion
;

yet his influence in the assembly seems,

like that of Phocion, to have arisen rather from u

respect to bis character, and the general opinion

of his virtue and integrity, than from his abilities as

a speaker.

yEscHiNEs was an orator, whose style was full,

diffusive, and sonorous. He was a stranger to the

glowing expressions and daring figures of Demo-

sthenes, which he treats with contempt and ridi-

cule. But, tiiough more simple, he is less aifect-

ing ; and, by being less contracted, has not so

much strength and energy. Or, as Quintilian ex-

presses it, carnis plus habet, lacertormn viinus.

But, if we would view his abilities to the greatest

advantage, we must not compare tlicm with those

of his rival. Then will his figures appear to want

neither beauty nor grandeur. His easy and natural

manner will then be thought highly pleasing ; and

a just attention will discover a good degree of force

and energy in his style, which, at first, appears

only flowing and harmonious.

But all the several excellencies of his country-

men and contemporaries were at least equalled by
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Demosthenes ». His own, no age or nation could

attain to. From him, critics have formed their

rules ;
and all the masters in h.is own art have

thought it an honour to imitate liim. To enlarge

upon his character, would be to resume a subject

already exhausted by every critic, both ancient

and modern. Let it he sufficient to say, that energy

and majesty are his j)eculiar excellencies. From

the gravity of Thucydides, the pomp and dignity

of Plato, the case and elegance, the neatness and

simplicity of tile Attic writers, he formed a style

and manner admirabiy fitted to his own temper

and genius, as well as that of his hearers. Mis own

severity determined iiim to the more forcible me-

thods of astonisliing and terrifying, rather than the

gentle and insinuating arts of persuasion ; nor did

tlie circumstances and dispositions of his country-

men admit of any but violent impressions. As

many of those to whom he addressed himself were

men of low rank and occupations, his images and

e.xpressions are sometimes familiar. As others of

them were tlieinselves eminent in speaking, and

could readily see through ail the common artifices

of oratory, these he atfects to despise; app;ais

only .solicitous to be understood; yet, as it weie

® Nihil Lysiae subtilitate cedit; nihil argutiis et acumine

Hyneridi: nihil leiiitale iEschini ct splpiidore verboruui.

Cic. deOrat.
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wiliiout design, raises the utmost admiration and

delight ; such delight as arises from the clearness

of evidence, and the fulness of conviction. And,

as all, even the lower part of his hearers, were ac-

quainted with the beauties of poetry and the force

of harmony, he could not admit of any thing rude"

or negligent, but with the strictest attention la-

boured those compositions which appear so natural

and unadorned. They have their ornaments, but

these arc austere and manly, and such as arc con-

sistent witli freedom and sincerity. A full and re-

gular series of difl'iisivc reasoning would have been

intolerable in an Atlienian assembly. He often

contents himself with an imperfect hint : a sen-

tence, a word, even his silence, is sometimes [)reg-

nant with meaning. And this quickness and ve-

hemence flattered a people who valued themselves

on their acuteness and penetration. The impe-

tuous torrent that in a moment hears down all be-

fore it, the repealed flashes of lightning, which

spread universal terror, and which the strongest eye

dares not encounter, are the images by which the

nature of his eloquence hath been expressed.

As a statesman and as a citizen, his conduct was

no less remarkable. If the fire of his eloquence

seems sometimes abated, his judgrneirt and accu-

racy and political abilities are then conspicuous.
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The bravery with which he opposed the passions

and prejudices of his countrymen, and the general

integrity of liis character (^to which Philip himself

jjare witness) are deserving of the highest honour ;

sipd, whatever weakness he betrayed in his military

conduct, his death must be acknowledged truly

heroic.

The reader will observe, that the Oration enti-

tled, On the Haionesuff, is not admitted into the

following collection. Some critics ascribe it to He-

gesippus*, an .Athenian orator of inferior character.

Put, however this may be, it is certainly entirely

ditlcrent from those compositions of Demosthenes

which arc confessedly genuine. That he really

® In the oration on the Haloiicsus, the speaker takes notice of

his having been (he manager of a prosecution against Calippus,

oil account of an illegal motion made by this man in the

assembly, relative to the boundaries of Cardia, Hegesippus

was the person who conducted this prosecution
; and this cir-

cumsi|||pc Libanius mentions as having (together with the dif-

ference of style) induced the critics to ascribe this oration, not

to Demosthenes, but to Hegesippus. To this we may add

another circumstance of the like nature. The speaker observes

that he went on an embassy to Macedon, in order to obtain

an explanation and amendment of sonic articles in the treaty

concluded between Philip and the Athenians. Hegesippus was

at the head of this embassy ; nor was Demosthenes at all con-

cerned in it, as appears from the oration of this latter

Aiafav,)
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wrote an oration so entitled the authority of the

ancient writers confirm, I think, sufficiently. But

one would be tempted to believe, that the passages

which they have quoted, had been taken up by

some old scholiast, and inserted in a performance
r

of his own.

As to the translation now offered to the public,

the author has no doubt but that it will meet with

all due indulgence from the ingenious and judi-

cious reader. His sentence must determine its fate,

and to him it is implicitly submitted.

iEschines, in his oration on the Embassy, mentions two

particulars in that of Demosthenes on the Ilalonesiis, neither

of which are found in tlie oration now extant. The first is,

that Demosthenes treated Philip’s ambassadors witli great

severity, and insisted that they were really sent as sj)ics. The

other, that he recommended to the Athenians by no means to

submit their disputes with Philip to the decision of an umpire ;

for that no one impartial mediating state could be found through

Greece, so totally were the minds of all men corrupted by the

Macedonian.
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We Imvc seen Pliilip opposed in his dcsig’ii of

passing’ into Greece through Thermopyhe, and

obliged to retire. The danger they had thus es-

caped (iecply alfectcd the Athenians. So daring

an attempt, whicli was, in ctTcct, declaring his

puposes, tilled them with astonishment : and the

view of a power, which every day received new

accessions, drove them even to despair. Yet their

aversion to public business was still predominant.

They forgot that Philip might renew his attempt,

and thought they had provided sufficiently for their

security, by posting Ji body of troops at the entrance

of Attica, under the command of Menelaus, a

foreigner. They then proceeded to convene an

assembly of the people, in order to consider what

measures were to be taken to check the progress

of Philip : on which occasion Demosthenes, for the

lirst time, appeared against that prince, and dis-

played those abilities which proved the greatest

obstacle to his designs.

At Athens, the whole power and management

of affairs were placed in the people. It was their
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prerogative to receive appeals from tlie courts of

justice, to abrogate and enact laws, to make what

alterations in the state they judged convenient : in

short, all matters, public or private, foreign or dcu^

mestic, civil, military, or religious, were determined

by them.

Whenever there was occasion to deliberate, tbc

people assembled early in Ibe morning, sometimes

in the forum or public place, sometimes in a place

called Pnyx, but most frccjuently in tbc theatre of

Bacchus. A few days before each assembly, there

was a or placard fixed on the statues of

some illustrious men erected in the city, to give

notice ot the subject to be debated. As they re-

fused admittance into the assembly to all persons

who had not attained the necessary age, .so they

obliged all others to attend. The Lexiarchs stretclied

out a cord dyed with scarlet, and by it pushed the

people towards tlie place of meeting. Such as

received the stain were fined
;
the more diligent

had a small pecuniary reward. These Lexiarchs

were, the keepers of the register, in which w'cre

enrolled the names of such citizens as had a right

of voting. And all had this right who were of age,

and not excluded by a personal fault. Undutiful

children, cowards, brutal debauchees, prodigals,

debtors to the public, were all excluded. Until

the time of Cecrops, women had a right of sufl’rage,

which they were said to have lost on account of
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llieir partiality to Minerva, in her dispute with Nep-

tune about giving a name to the city.

To ordinary cases, all matters were lirst delibe-

rated in the senate of Jive hundred, composed of

fifty senators chosen out of each of the ten tribes.

Each tribe had its turn of presiding, and the fifty

senators in ofiicc were called Prytanes. And ac-

cording to the number of the tribes, the Attic year

was divided into ten parts, the fonr first containing

thirty-six, the other thirty-five days ; in order to

make the Lunar year complete, which, according

to their calculation, contained three hundred and

fifty-four days. During each of these divisions, ten

of the fifty Prytanes governed for a week, and were

called Proedri : and, of these, he who in the course

of the week presided for one day, was called the

Epistate ; three of the Proedri being excluded from

this office.

The Prytanes assembled the people
; the Pro-

edri declared the occasion ; and the Epistate de-

manded their voices. Tliis was the case in the ordi-

nary assemblies : the extraordinary were convened

as well by the generals as the Prytanes ; and some-

times the people met of their own accord, without

waiting the formalities.

The assembly was opened by a sacrifice ;
and

the place was sprinkled with the blood of the vie-
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tim.—'Then an imprecation was pronounced, con-

ceived in these terms : May Ike gods pursue that

man to destruction, with all his race, who shall act,

speak, or contrive, any thing against this state /„

This ceremony being finished, the Proedri declared

the occasion of the assembly, and reported the opi-

nion of the senate. If any doubt arose, an herald

by commission from the Epistate, with a loud voice,

invited any citizen, first of those above the age of

fifty, to speak his opinion : and then the rest accord-

ing to their ages. This right of precedence had

been granted by a law of Solon, and the order of

speaking determined entirely by the difference of

years. In the time of Demosthenes, this law was

not in force. It is said to have been repealed about

fifty years before the date of this oration. Yet the

custom still continued, out of respect to the reason-

able and decent purpose for which the law xvas

originally enacted. When a speaker had delivered

his sentiments, he generally called on an officer ap-

pointed for that purpose, to read his motion, and

propound it in form, lie then sat down, or re-

sumed his discourse, and enforced his motion by

additional arguments : and sometimes the speech

was introduced by his motion thus propounded.

When all the speakers had ended, the people gave

their opinion, by stretching out their hands to him

whose proposal pleased him most. And Xenophon

reports, that, night having come on when the peo-

ple were engaged in an important debate, they
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•were obliged to defer their determination till next

'ilay, for fear of confusion, when their hands were to

be raised.

Porrexerunt mantis, saith Cicero, (pro Flacco)

et Psephisma natum est. And, to constitute this

Psephisma or decree, six thousand citizens at least

were required. When it was drawn up, the name
of its author, or that person whose opinion had pre-

vailed, was prefixed : whence, in speaking of it,

they called it his decree. The date of it contained

the name of the Archon, that of the day and month,

and that of the tribe then presiding. The business

being over, the Prytanes dismissed the assembly.

The reader who chooses to be more minutely in-

formed in the customs, and manner of procedure in

the public assemblies of Athens, may consult the

Archaeologia of Archbishop Potter, Sigonius, or the

Concionatrices of Aristophanes.
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Avistodeino, .ArcItoH—A. It. I’liilip. 9.—Olvmpiail. 107. An. 1.

Had we been convened, Allienians ! on some new
subject of debate, I had waited until most of the

usual persons had declared their opinions. If I had

approved of any thing- proposed by them, I should

have continued silent : if not, I had then attempted

to speak my sentiments. But since those very points

on which these speakers have oftentimes been heard

already, are at this time to be considered
;
though

I have arisen first*, 1 presume I may expect your

pardon ; for if they on former occasions had advised

the necessary measures, you ivould not have found

it needful to consult at present.

First, then, Athenians ! these our affairs must not

be thought desperate; no, though their situation

seems entirely deplorable. For the most shocking-

circumstance of all our past conduct is really the

most favourable to our future expectations. And
what is this ? That our own total indolence hath

* Though / have arisen first, &c. Demosthenes was at that

time but thirty years old, which made it necessary for him to

apologize for his zeal in rising before the other speakers ; and

the ingenious turn which he gives it, not only prevents any un-

favourable impression on the minds of his hearers, but engages

their affection, and excites their attention, by tlie tacit promise

of better counsel than they had hitherto received. Too br eil.



2 DEMOSTHENES’ [Orat. f.

been the cause of all our present difficulties. For

were we thus distressed, in spite of every vigorous

effort which the honour of our state demanded,

there were then no hojjc of a recovery.

In the next place, reflect, (you who liave been

informed by others, and you who can yourselves re-

member,) how great a power* liie Lacedemonians

not long since possessed ; and witli what resolution,

with what dignity, you disdained to act unworthy

of the state, but maintained the war against them

for the rights of Greece. Why do 1 mention these

thing’s ? That ye may know, that ye may see, Athe-

nians ! that if duly vigilant, ye cannot have any

thing to fear; that if once remiss, not any thing cart

happen agreeable to your desires : witness the then

powerful arms of Lacedemon, which a just attention

to your interests enabled you to vanquish : and this

man’s late insolent attempt, which our insensibility

to all our great concerns hath made the cause of this

confusion.

If there be a man in this assembly who thinks

• How great a power, It has been already observed in the

preface to these orations, that Demosthenes takes many occa-

sions of extolling the efforts of Athens to reduce the Spartan

power, and to regain that sovereignty which they lost by the

victory of Lysander at .^gos-Potamos. These efforts he every

where represents as high instances of magnanimity and public

spirit : though revenge and jealousy had no less share in them.

The victories which the A thenians gained over Sparta at Corinth,

Naxos, &€• and which he here alludes to, happened about

twenty-four years before the date of this oration : so that he

might well appeal to the memories of many persons present.
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that wo raust find a formidable enemy in Pliilip,

while he views, on one hand, the numerous armies *

which attend him
; and, on the other, the weakness

of the state thus despoiled of its dominions : he

tliinks justly. Yet, let liini reflect on this: there

vyas a time, Athenians ! when we possessed Pydna,

and Potida;a, and Methonc, and all that country

round : when many of those states, now subjected

to him, were free and independent, and more in-

clined to our alliance tlian to his. Had then Philip

reasoned in the same manner—“ How shall I dare
“

to attack the Athenians, whose garrisons com-
“ nmnd my territory, while I am destitute of all

” assistance!”— he would not have eng’agcd in

those enterprises which are now crowned with suc-

cess; nor could he have raised himself to this pitch

of greatness. No, Athenians ! he knew this well,

tliat all thc.se places are but prizes ^ laid between the

combatants, and ready for the conqueror : that the

dominions of the absent devolve naturally to those

who are in the field
; the possessions of the supine

to the active and intrepid. Animated by these sen-

timents, he overturns whole countries; he holds

all people in subjection : some, as by the right of

* The numerous armies, &c. The number of Philip’s forces at

that time amounted to twenty thousand foot and three thousand

horse : a great army compared with those of the Greeks. At

their march to Marallion, the Athenians could not assemble

more than ten thousand forces. Tourreil.

** But prizes. See. His hearers were of all olliers most de-

voted to public games and entertainments, and must therefore

have been particularly sensible of the beauty of this image*

« Q.
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conquest ; others, under the title of allies and con-

federates : for all are willing’ to confederate with

those whom they see prepared and resolved to exert

themselves as they ought.

And if you, my countrymen ! will now at length

be persuaded to entertain the like sentiments ; if

each of you, renouncing’ all evasions, will be ready

to approve himself an useful citizen, to the utmost

that his station and abilities demiind: if the rich

will be ready to contribute, and the young’ to lake

the field : in one word, if you will be yourselves,

and banish those vain hopes which every single

person entertains,—that while so many others are

engaged in public business, his service will not be

required
;
you then (if heaven pleases) shall re-

gain your dominions, rccal those opportunities your

supineness hath neglected, and chastise the insolence

of this man. For you are not to imagine, that, like

a god, he is to enjoy his present greatness for ever

fixed and unchangeable. No, Athenians ! there are

who hate him, Mwifear him, envy him, even

among those seemingly the most attached to hinv'..

Aame. These are passions common to mankind;

nor must we think that his friends only are ex-

empted from them. It is true they lie concealed at

present, as our indolence deprives them of all re-

source. let us shake olf this indolence ! for

you see how we are situated
;
you see the outrageous

arrogance of this man, who does not leave it to your

choice whether you shall act, or remain quiet
; but
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braves you with his menaces
;

(as we are

mfomrati ’) in a strain of the highest extravagance

:

and is not able to rest satisfied with his present ac-

quisitions, but is ever in pursuit of further conquests;

and while we sit down, inactive and irresolute, in*

closes us on all sides with his toils.

When, therefore, O my countrymen ! when will

you exert your vigour? Wlien roused by some event?

When forced by some necessity ? What then arc

we to think of our present condition ? To freemen,

the disgrace attending on misconduct, is, in my
opinion, tlic most urgent necessity. Or say, is it

your sole ambition to wander through the public

places, each enquiring of the other, “ What new
“ advices ?” Can any thing be more new, than tliat

a man of Macedon should conquer tlic Athenians,

’ And talks (as ivc are informed), &c. The success which had

hitherto attended Pliilip’s arms, must naturally have inspired

him with those designs which he afterwards executed against the

Atiieiiians : and resentment of their late opposition at Ther-

mopyla; might have inarle him less careful to conceal them, at

least in his own court. This the orator represents as arrogant

and extravagant menaces: not that a man who had so just a

conception of the weakness of the Athenian politics, and the

vigour and abilities of their enemy, could really believe such

designs extravagant and romantic. But it was part of his ad-

dress sometimes to avoid shocking the national vanity of his

countrymen. After all their losses, and amidst all their indo-

lence, they could not entertain a thought so mortifying, as that

the coiupierors of Persia and the arbiters of Greece could ever

sec their liberty essentially affected, or their power and glory

entirely wrested from them, by a king of Macedon.
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and give law to Greece?—“ Is Philip dead*?

—

“ No, but in great danger.” How are you con-

cerned in those rumours ? Suppose he should meet

some fatal stroke
:
you would soon raise up another

Philip, if your interests are thus regarded. For it

is not to his own strength that he so much owes

his elevation, as to our supiueness. And should

some accident •’ affect him, should Fortune, who

hath ever been more careful of the state, than wc

ourselves, now repeat her favours
;
(and may she

thus crown them!)—be assured of this, that by

being on the spot, ready to take advantage of the

confusion, you will every where be absolute mas-

ters
;

but in your present disposition, even if a

* Is Philip dead, &c. Tlicsc rumours and enquiries of the

Alheiiian.i were occasioned by the wound Philip received at

Metlione, the year before, and wliich was followed by a dange-

rous fit of biekiiess.—Longinus quotes this whole passage as a

b<*autiful instance of those pathetic figures, which give life, and

force, and energy, to an oration. Tohrreil.

The English reader will find the remark in Sect. 10. of Mr.

Smith’s tiaii.^kilion.

^ Some accident, Ac .— If he should die. This is plainly the

sense of it: hut it must bp. expressed ct)vertly, as Demosthenes

has done, not to transgress against that decorum which Cicero

says this orator made his first rule. For there were certain

things wliicli the ancients presumed not to exj>ress but in terms

obscure and gentle; tJiat they might not pronounce what were

called verba male ominata, I’hey did not dare to say to any

person, If you should be killed; If you should die: they con-

cealed as much as possible the melancholy and odious idea of an

approaching, or even of a distant death. The Greeks said ii' n
the Komans, si quid humanitus continent. OLivKr,
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favourable juncture should present you with Am-
phipolis^ you could not take possession of it^ while

* Present you with Aniphipolis, Sec, They had nothing more
at heart than the recovery of this city. So that the author here

gives the last and most heightening stroke to his description of

their indolence. Tourreil.

And at the same lime by artfully hinting at such an event,

as possible, he rouses their attention, and enlivens their hopes

and expectations.

The Italian commentator illustrates this passage in the follow-

ing manner: “ Monet orator, quod quainvis accidat, ejusdem,

(sci. Amphipolis) compotes fieri, ipsis tameii non satis id fore

ad turbandas res Maccdonicas ; cum aliis tot locks, quae memo-
ravinius, j)rivati, ad tantaiii rerum n)olem paruni opis habere

possint, ex una duntaxat civitate.’' Accordingly, the passage

before us hath been rendered to this effect: “ If some favour^

able conjuncture should deliver up Amphipolis to you, &c.
** you could not receive the least benefit from the possession,

with respect to idacedon.’’ The assertion of the orator, as

expressed in the present translation, hath been pronounced ex-

traordinary, and the argument iuconclnsive. The substance,

therefore, of the present argument, 1 shall here endeavour to

collect: “ You are all earnest to be informed whether Philip

be dead or no. Ihit, unless you change your measures, his

“ dealh or life can niakc no <lifl*erence, or prove of any conse-
** quence. Indeed, if some accident should take him off, nothing

more would be lu'cessary to give the full advantage of the

** confusion which such an event must occasion, than to appear

on the frontier of Macedoii with a j)owerful force. This

“ would make }Ou absolute masters of the country. But in your

present circumstances, what would it avail, even if such a

favourable incident, as that of Philip’s death, should give you

an opportunity of recovering Amphipolis? So important an
** acquisition (which would in a gieat measure enable you to

command all Macedon) must still be lost ; unless you had your

forces ready you could not take possession of it. ' WJiether

there be any thing unreasonable in this assertion, or impertinent

in this argument, must be submitted to tlie reader. With dc-
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this suspejicc prevails in your designs and in your

councils.

And now, as to the necessity of a general vigour

and alacrity ; of this you must be fully persuaded ;

this point tliereforc I shall urge no further. But

tlie nature of the armament, which, 1 think, will

e.\tricate you from the present difficulties, the num-

bers to be raised, llie subsidies required for tlieir

support, and all the other necessaries ; how they

may (in my opinion) be best and most expedi-

tiously provided ;
these things 1 shall endeavour to

fcrcncc to lliis judgment, I must declare, that it appears to me

to have rather more force, and to set the fatal consc(iuence of

the indolence and irresolution of the Athenians in a stronger

light, than the other interpretation ; whose propriety may he

at once deterniined, hy comparing the passage with the sen-

teiice immediately preceding. In that the orator declares, that

in case of Philip’s death, the Athenians had no more to do, but

to appear on the frontier of Macedon, in order to gain the ab-

solute disposal of the affairs of that kingdom
; oV* 7rXv(riof

fxu uwaa-i¥ av tqT<; w^ayfxatcrt rtTa^ayfAUOK; t/Veu?

^*otjcjj<ra»(76f. Wc must, therefore, be at some pains to

clear Demosthenes of the suspicion of inconsistency, if the very

next sentence be understood as containing a declaration. That

although the Athenians should not only appear upon the

borders of Muccdon, but there possess themselves of a j)o.st

of the utmost consccpience, still they could derive no advantage

from their acquisition, far from having the whole kingdom at

their disposal. What seems to have tempted the Italian com-

mentator to suggest this interpretation is, the expression,

v/xor ruv xotifuv (/* some conjunctures should

c,i\Eyou Amphipolis, which he takes in a literal sense. But

the genius of spirited eloquence, and of our orator in particular,

fully warrants us to regard it only as a lively figure, and to un-

derstand no more by giving up, than affording a favourabU
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explain. But here I make this request, Atheni-

ans ! (Iiat you would not be precipitate, but suspend

your judgment till you have heard me fully. And
if, at first, I seem to propose a new kind of arma-
ment, let it not be thought that I am delaying your

a’lTairs. For it is not they who cry out “ Instantly !

“ This moment !” whose counsels suit the present

juncture (ns it is not possible to repel violences al-

ready committed, by any occasional detachment),

but he who will shew you, of what kind that

armament must be, how great, and how supported,

which may subsist until we yield to peace, or till

our enemies sink beneath our arms ; for thus only

can we be secured from future dangers.—These

things, I think, I can point out : not that I would

prevent any other person from declaring his opi-

nion.—Thus far am I engaged : how I can acquit

myself, will immediately appear : to your judg-

ments I appeal.

First, then, Athenians ! I say that you should

fit out fifty ships of war : and then resolve, that on

the first emergency you will embark yourselves.

To these I insist that you must add transport

and other necessary vessels sufficient for half our

horse. Thus far we should be provided against

those sudden excursions from his own kingdom,

to Thermopylffi, to the Chersonesus *, to Olyn-

* To the Chersonesus. The year before, Cersobleptes, unable

to defend this country against Philip, had put the Athenians in

possession of it. Cardia, one of the chief cities, refused to ac-

knowledge these new sovereigns, and had recourse to the pro-
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thus*, to wlmlever places he thinks proper. For

of this he should iiecessariljr be persuaded, that

possibly you may break out from this immoderate

indolence, and fly to some scene of action : as you

did to Euboea**, and formerly, as we are told, to

(ection of Ehilip, who, under pretence of supporting them,

carried his arms into the Chersoiicsus. Tourreil.

* To Olynthus, Philip liad already conimitfed some acts

of hostility against this state, hut had not as yet formed the

siege of Olynthus, or taken any measures tending to it : for in

such a case Demosthenes would not have touched so lightly

upon an enterpiize, which he afterwards dwells upon so often,

and with so much torcc. Tourreil.

To Eubcca, dc. Mens. Tourreil translates this passage

thus :
“ Et qu il risque de retrouver cn vous ccs m^mes Athe-

** niciis qu’il rencontra sur non cliemin cn Eubee,^’ See, (for

which there is no warrant in the original :) and taking for

granted that all tlic* expeditious here mentioned were made

against Philip, he endeavours to settle the date of this to

Eubma by conjecture. Ibit it does not appear from history that

Philip carried his arms into that island, before his attempt on

Thermopyla*. In tlic throe succ*ecding Olynthiac orations, there

is not the least mention of vsuch a thing, though tiiere is a par-

ticular recital of his expeditions in the third, and though after-

wards the orator inveighs loudly against his hostile attempts in

Euhma. I apprehend, therefore, that tlie expedition hinted at

in this place was that which the Athenians m ule about seven

\ears before in favour of the Euhoeans against Thebes; when in

tive days they brought an army into Euboea, and in thirty

obliged the Thebans to come to terms, and evacuate the island,

(according to iEschincs.)—Demosthenes mentions this in other

places; particularly about the cud of the oration on the sUite of

the Chersonesus; where he quotes part of the sjieech made by

’J'imothcus to encourage the Athenians to this expedition.

In the above note, I have endeavoured to suggest some reasons

why the expeditions, here alluded to, could notiiavc been made
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Haliartus*, and but now, to Thermopylae. But al-

though we should not act with all this vigour,

against Philip. But it hath been athrmed that, if this were so, it

would be almost impertinent in our orator to mention them.

That as facts, they must be found spiritless, if taken in a general

sense, and, as arguments, ineonchisive. The translator can,

with sincerity, declare, that if any representation of his tends,

in the least, to depreciate the value of tlie great original, he

readily gives it up as utterly erroneous and indefensible. But

at the same time, lu‘ must observe, that if it be a fault to make
use of such facts and sacii arguments, it is a faidt which Demos-

thenes has fre(pie!itly committed. ,Thus he speaks of the vigo-

rous opposition of his countrymen to the Lacedemonians
; of

their marching against the Corinthians and Megareans
; of

their expelling the Tlie])ans from Lubma, Ac. In the second

Philippic oration, he tells his countrymen, tliat the Macedonian

must regard them as the great and strenuous defenders ofGreece;

because he must be informed of the spirit \vJ)ich their ancestors

discovered in the days of his predecessor Alexander. If we are

not to allow the orator to reason, from the conduct of his con-

temporaries, on former occasions, to ihe conduct which they

oiiglit to pursue, or which may he expected from them in their

contest with Philip, v. hat shall we say of an argument deduced

from their ancestors in Ihc heroic age of Athens ? The truth

seems to be, that although the facts supposed to be alluded to

in this passage, had been passed over by historians, (which I

cannot admit ;)
yet, we are not from lienee to conclude, that

they had no weight or importance in the Athenian assembly.

We arc not to judge of tiu' light in whicli they appeared there,

from the obscurity into wliicli distance ot time and place may

have now cast them. Tlie reasons ol this are obvious.

To IJaliavtus, Tourreil refers this to some action which he

supposes miglit ha>c Infpp.t ned in Bieolia in the course of the

Phocian war. and in which the Athenians might have had their

share of the honour. But from the text it should seem that the

event alluded to must luuc happened at some considerable dis-
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(wliich yeti must regard as our indispensable duty,)

still the measures I propose will have their use ; as

his fears may make him quiet, when he knows we

are prepared : (and this he will know, for there are

too many * among ourselves, who inform him of

every thing :) or if he should des|)ise our armament,

his security may prove fatal to him ; as it will be

absolutely in our power, at the first favourable junc-

ture, to make a descent upon his own coasts.

These, then, are the resolutions I propose,—

these the provisions it will become you to make.

And I pronounce it still further necessary to raise

tance of lime, and have descended to the orator by tradition.

—

About forty years before this oration, when Thebes and Sparta

began to (juarrel, Lysander, the Spartan general, threatened the

Thebans with a very dangerous war, and began with laying siege

to this city of Ilaliartus. The Thebans applied for aid to the

Athenians, which they readily granted, (though the Thebans

had just before pressed for the utter demolition of their state,)

and obliged Pansaiiias to raise the siege, after Lysander had

been killed. I apprehend that tliis is the expedition here

alluded to. It was the more remarkable, as the Athenian power

was then at the lowest ebb. Yon, Athenians V (snys Demos-

thenes in his oration on the Crown,) ‘‘ at a time when the

Lacedemonians had the absolute command both at sea and

“ land ; when Attica was quite encompassed with their coni-

•* raanders and their garrisons; when Euboea, Taiiagra, all

“ Boeotia, Megara, iEgina, Cleone, and the other islands were

in their possession
;
when the state had not one ship, not

‘‘ one wall,

—

marched out to Haliartus,'^ <fec.

• Too many, <S»c. He glances particularly at Aristodernus

and Neoptolenius, As to iEscliines, he had not been with

Philip till six years after. Tourreil.
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some other forces which may harass him with per-

petual incursions. Talk not of your ten thousands,

or twenty thousands, of foreigners ; of those armies

Avhich " appear so magnificent on paper ; but let

them l)e the natural forces of the state : and if you

choose a single person, if a number, if this particu-

lar man, or whomever you appoint as general, let

them be entirely under his guidance and authority.

I also move you, that subsistence be provided for

them. Hut as to the (pjality, the numbers, the

maintenance of this body; how are tliesc points to

be settled? 1 now proceed to speak of each of

them distinctly.

The body of infantry, therefore,—but here give

’ Those armies which, In the Greek it is iTna-ToXiijccciii;

Iii.stead of emiinerating the various senses in which

the coiiimcnlators interpret this expression, I shall copy an ob-

servation on it by the Abbe D^Olivet, whoso interpretation I have

followed : I have, without any reliiicin(‘nt, chosen a plain

** expression, which seems to hit the thought of Demosthenes
“ directly, and to paint strongly the bitter ridicule of the passage,

‘‘ It was usual for the Athenians, upon any emergency, to write

to all quarters to demand soldiers. They were answered, tliat

“ in such a place such a number would be provided: from an-

“ other place, so many more might be expected. But in the end

“ it appeared, that these were by no means so many effective

“ men. There were great abatements to be made from the

** numbers promised : and we find besides, from this oration,

that these foreigners were not paid at all, or ill paid
;
so that

“ these grand armies were no where eoiuplete, but in the letters

“ written to demand them on one part, and to promise them on

“ the other. If I am not mistaken, this is what Demosthenes

calls fvrdfAni tTncrToMfAcciifu armies which exist only in letters,'*
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me leave to warn you of an error, which hath often

proved injurious to you. Think not that your pre-

parations never can be too magnificent
:
great and

terrible in your decrees ; in execution weak and

contemptible. Let your, preparatiosis, let your .sup-

plies at first be moderate
;
and add to these, if you

find them not sufficient.— I say, then, that the whole

body of infantry should be two tiiousand : of these,

that five hundred should be Athenians, of such an

age as yon shall think proper, and with a stated time

for service ;
not long, but such as that others may

have their turn of duty. Let the rest be formed of

foreigners. 1\) tliosc you are to add two hundred

horse, fifty of them at least Athenians, to serve in

the same manner as the foot. For these you are

to provide transports. ,\nd now, what further

preparations ? Ten light galleys. For, as he

hath a i.aval power’, we jnust be provided with

light vessels, that our troops may have a secure

convoy.

But whence arc these forces to be subsisted ?

This I shall explain, when 1 have first given my
reasons, why 1 think such numbers sufficient, and

why 1 have advised that we should serve in person.

As to the numbers, Athenians ! my reason is this :

it is not at present in our power to provide a force

able to meet him in the open field ; but we must

harass him by depredations : thus the war must be

» As he hath a naval power. In cinisequonce of Ins cn"age-

ments with the Thessalians, he coiinnaudcd their ports and

ships.
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carried on at first. We therefore cannot think of

raising a prodigious army, (for such we ;havc nei-

ther pay nor provisions,) nor must ouivfel^s be-;«b-

solutely mean. And I have proposed that citizens

should join in the service, and help to man our

fleet; because I am informed, that some time since

the state maintained a body of auxiliaries.at Corinth »

which Polystratus commanded'’, and Iphicrates, and

Chabrias, and some others; that you yourselves

served with them ; and that the united efforts of

these auxiliary and domestic forces gained a consi-

derable victory over the Lacedemonians. But ever

since our armies have been formed of foreigners

alone, their victories have been over our allies and

confederates ; while our enemies have .arisen to an

extravagance of power. And these armies, witii

scarcely the slightest attention to the service of the

state, sail off to fight for Artabazus *, or any other

® At Corinth. This was in the same war which he alludes to in

the beginning of the oration (Sect. 2.) Corinth was appointed

the place of general remlezvous for the Greeks wlio confede-

rated against Sparta.

^ Which Poij/stratus commanded. Instead of Polystratus,

which is a name little known in history, Monsieur Tonrreil

proposes to read Callistratus, who, according to Xenophon and

Diodorus, was colleague to Iphicrates and Chabrias, in the war

of Corcyra. But, as Mr. Mounteney has observed. Polystratus

is again mentioned by Demosthenes, together with Iphicrates,

in the oration on the Immunities; so that it is probable this is

the true reading.

To fightfor Artabazus. He here alludes to an affair which

bad happened some time before, and had occasioned great com-

motion. The Athenians had sent Chares at the bead of a power-

a
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person ; and their general follows them : nor should

we wonder at it
;

for he cannot command, who

cannot pay his soldiers. What then do I recom-

mend ? that you should take away all pretences

both from generals and from soldiers, by a regular

payment of the army, and by incorporating domes-

tic forces with the auxiliaries, to be as it were in-

spectors into the conduct of the commanders. For

at present our manner of acting is even ridiculous.

If a man should ask, Are you at peace, Athenians

the answer would immediately be, By no means !

we are at war with Philip Have not we chosen

ful force to rcrvVice Byzantium, Cos, and Chios, which had re-

volted from tliein. But this general, when he had a j^rospect of

success in that enterprize, sutfered himself to be corrupted by

Artabazus, a rebellious satrap of Asia, and assisted him against

an army of seventy thousand men. Chares received a reward

proportioned to the service ; but this action raised the indig-

nation of the Athenians, as he liad not only deserted the cause

of the republic, but also incensed the king of IV.rsia. Demos,

thenes, however, here shifts the blame from Chares to his

soldiers, who refused to obey him; (or rather to the people,

who took no care to provide for their pay.) Tourreil.

« We are at war with Philip, So the orator affects to speak.

Though I apprehend it does not appear from history that they

were at that time direcili/ at war with him. They had indeed

joined with the Phocians, and Philip was at the head of the op-

posite confederacy. Thus far they were engaged against each

other, though neither of them as principals in (he quarrel. The

Athenians, indeed, might have made some attempts to recover

Amphipolis ; they certainly made some ineffectual preparations

to relieve Potidaca and Methon^; and, after Philip’s attempt on

TheriHopylse, did station some forces upon their frontiers to op-

pose him, in case he renewed his attack. But still the war was

not dcclar<fd in form* But of this 1 shall speak more hereafter.
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“ the usual generals and officers », both of horse and
“ foot ?” And of what use are all these, except the

single person whom you send to the field ? tlic rest

attend your priests in tl«eir processions. So that,

as if you formed so many men of clay, you make

your officers for show, and not for service. My
countrymen ! should not all these generals have

been chosen from your own body ; all these several

officers from your own body, that our force might

be really Athenian ? and yet, for an expedition in

favour of Lemnos ^ the general must be a citizen,

while troops engaged in <lefencc of our own terri-

tories are commanded by Mcnclaus*. 1 say not

* T/ic usual officers* In tlic text they are mentioned particu-

larly. Ten taxiarclis (aT^Arr^yo) or generals,) and phylarciis, and

two liipparchs. Each of the ten tribes chose a new general every

year, and each of these [originally, when all went to the tieJd]

had the command for one day in his turn. Philip was very plea-

sant on this number of commanders. “ I never,” said he, could

find but one general (meaning Pariiienio,) but the Athenians
** can get ten every year.'’ Anciently the people, upon extraor-

dinary occasions, chose a polcmarch, to determine, when the

opinions of the generals were equally divided. The taxiarch

commanded the infantry, the phylarch the cavalry, of his tribe.

The whole body of horse was divided into tw^o corps, each

of which was commanded by a general of horse, or hipparch.

Touureil.

^ In favour of Lemnos. When, in the social w ar, the rcvolters

invaded it with a fleet of a hundred sail. Tourreil.

c By Menelaus, Monsieur Tourreil says, that this Menelaus

was the brother of Philip, by another marriage. But though

Philip and his brother were not on good terms, yet it is not

likely that the Athenians would have trusted one so nearly

allied to their enemy. Olivet.

VOL. I. C
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this to detract trom his merit ; but to vvliomsoevcr

this command had been intrusted, surely he should

have derived it from your voices *.

Perhaps you are fully sensible of (hese truths,

but would rather hear me upon another point,—that

of the supplies; what we are to raise, and from what

funds. To this [ now proceed. The sum there-

fore necessary for the maintenance of these forces,

that the soldiers may be supplied with grain, is

somewhat above ninety talents *. To the ten gal-

leys, forty talents, that each vessel may have a

monthly allowance of twenty minm. To the two

thousand foot, the same sum, that each soldier may

receive ten drachmre a month for corn. To the

two hundred horse, for a monthly allowance of

thirty drachma? each, twelve talents. And let it

not be thought a small convenience, that the soldiers

are supplied with grain : for I am clearly satisfied

that if such a provision be made, the war itself will

* From your voices, Tho regular metliod of choosing all

officers. However, the choice was suniethaes left to the com-

xriander in chief. Tourkeil.

** Perhaps you arefully, It is not impossible but that

tlie people might have been struck with the freedom and can-

dour of the orator^ and given some marks of their approbation.

• Ninety talents. The Attic talent is computed by Tourreil

equal to 1B7/* lOs.

;

by Prideaiix, to 188/. 6s. ; by Arbuthnot,

to 193/. i5r. It contained sixty minae, and each mina, one

hundred drachmae. By the computation of the orator, it ap-

pears that the provisions he recommends to be supplied were

to last one year. Mounteney.
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supply them with every tiling* else, so as to complete

their appointment, and this without any injury to the

Greeks or allies: and 1 myself am ready to sail with

them, and to answer for the consequence with my
life, should it prove otherwise. From what funds

the sum which I propose may be supplied, shall now
be explained. ^ ^ ^ *

[^Here the secretary of the assembly/ reads a scheme

for raising the supplieSy and proposes it to the

people in form, in the name of the oralorJ\

These are the supplies*, Athenians! in our power

to raise. And when you come to give your voices,

* Th^se arc the supplies, ike. Dionysius of Halicarnassus

gives us the rest of this oration as a sixth Phili])|)ic, pronounced

ill the arcitonship of Themistoclcs. But it appears to me, as

well as to the other interpreters, a natural conclusion of the

first Pliilippic ; and therefore I could not prevail upon myself

to separate them. Tourreil.
The scholiast is of the same opinion, and flatly accuses Dio-

nysius of a mistake. Mr. Mounteiiey has expressed greater

deference for this critic. lie sujiposes that this second part

is not that which Dionysius quotes ; but that there was another

oration, since lost, whicli began with the same words ; for he

observes, that the former part is plainly imperfect of itself,

and the two parts are joined in all the copies and manuscripts,

and that naturally and consistently.

I must confess (with all submission to these authorities,) that

although 1 could not presume to separate them, yet I am not

quite satisfied that these tw6 parts are one oratipn. In the first

place, 1 cannot think that the first Philippic would end abruptly,

if thi» second part was away : for we find in the first part, all

that the orator proposes to speak to in the beginning ; and it

concludes (not unlike a speech in pa-rliainent) with a motion in

c 2
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determine upon some eneclnal provision *, that you

may oppose Philip, not by decrees and letters only,

form, for such and such subsidies to he raised, for the mainte-

nance of such and such forces And as to the manner in which

the second part begins, supposing it a distinct oration, we can-

not object to that; as Dionysius quotes an oration beginning

exactly in the same manner: (see his lette/ to Ammanis.) It

might also be observed, that in the beginning of the oration,

having for some time exhorted the Athenians to change their

conduct, and act with vigour, Demosthenes says expressly, that

he intends to speak no more ou that sub ject ; and vet this second

part is entirely taken up with it : and lastly, there are some

passages in the second part, which I suspect do not agree to

the particular time when the first oratit)n against Philip was

pronounco<l (and 1 imagine that some editors were sensible of

this, by their placing the OKnlhiac orations before this, which

is called (he first Philippic :) these passages 1 shall take notice

of as they occur.

As to any similitude between the two parts, I apprehend that

is no more than what runs through all these orations, and may

he accounted for from the similitude of the subject, without

joining them. But if this second part be really a distinct

oration, spoken after the destruction of Olynthus, (for this city

was taken the year before the archonship of I'liemistocles,)

Ilow comes it that this event is not mentioned in it It had

just then thrown the Athenians into the greatest consternation ;

and as it >vas the orator’s business to encourage them, possibly

he might have kept it out of view on purpose. Though per-

haps he does hijit at it obscurely, and as far as was consistent

with prudence, as I shall observe by and by.

> FJffectuaf provision. In the Greek it is—^ vfxTv afta-x^

^ufoTGvrjauTt—choosc thosi things which may be agreeable to you.

1 own 1 do not see how their entering into the resolution they

liked best, would of consequence enable them to oppose Philip

effectually. Perhaps it might be of disservice, for in other places

the orator is ever cautioning them against following the bent of

their inclinations.———If wc should make a very small altera-
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blit by aclitwe. And, in iny opinion, your plan of

operation, and every thing' relating to your arma-

ment, will be much more happily adjusted, if the

situation of the country wliich is to he the scene of

action he taken into the account; and if you re-

flect, that the winds and seasons have greatly con-

tributed to the rapidity of Philip’s conquests ;
that

he watches tlie blowing of the Etesians and the

severity of the winter, and forms his sieg’es when it

is impossible for us to bring up our forces. It is

your part then to consider this, and not to carry on

the war by occasional detachments, (they will ever

arrive too late,) but by a regular army constantly

kept up. And for winter-quarters you may com-

mand Lemnos, and Thassus, and Sciathus, and the

adjacent islands, in which there are ports and pro-

visions, and all things necessary for the soldiery in

abundance. As to the season of the year in which

we may land our forces with the greatest ease, and

be in no danger from the winds, either upon the

coast to which we are bound, or at the entrance of

those harbours where we may put in for provisions

tion in the text, and for apery.-^ read «{xeV*)—those things which

may be sujficientfor yourpurposes, I apprehend the sense would

be better and more agreeable to Demosthenes. 1 have taken

the liberty to translate after this reading.

* Of the Etesians. Winds which blew regularly every year

at the rising of the dog-star ; when the Greeks were obliged to

retire from action, on account of the excessive heats; and
which, as they blew from the north, of consequence opposed
any attempt of invading Macedon, or sending any forces to

those parts which were the seat of Philip's wars at first.
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.

-^this will he easily discovered. In what manner

and at what lime our forces arc to act, their g-eneral

will determine, according to the junctures of affairs.

What you are to perform, on your part, is contained

in the decree I have now proposed. And if you

will be persuaded, Athenians! first, to raise these

supplies which I have recommended, then, to pro-

ceed to your other preparations, your infantry,

navy, and cavalry ; and lastly, to confine your

forces, by a law, to that service which is appointed

to them
;
reserving the care and distribution of their

money to yourselves, and strictly examining into

the conduct of tlie general ; then, your time will

be no longer wasted in continual debates upon the

same subject, and scarcely to any purpose ; then,

you will deprive him of the most considerable of

In's revenues. For his arms arc now supported, by

seizing and making prizes of those who pass the

seas.—But is this all?—No.—You shall also be

secure from his attempts : not as when some time

since * he fell on I^cmnos and Imbrus, and carried

“ Not as when some time since, Ac. If this be really a part

of the first Philippic, these hostilities must have preceded (he

attempt on Thermopyla:
:
(else the orator could not have dis-

tinguished them into those which happened some time ago, and

that committed lately.) Now I cannot tell how to reconcile

such open acts of hostility, with the other parts of Philip’s con-

duct, at that time. There was a peace subsisting between him

and the Athenians, which he affected to observe ; and so far

docs he appear from making any open and professed attack

upon them, that, in tlie taking of Potidaea and I’ydna, he would

not act as principal, but as ally to thh Olynthians ; and, when

these cities were taken, dismissed the Athenian garrisons with
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away your citizens in chains : not as when he sur-

prised your vessels at Gerastus, and spoiled them of

an unspeakable quantity of riches : not as when lately

he made a descent on the coast of Marathon, and

carried offour sacred galley*: while you could neither

oppose these insults, nor detach your forces at such

junctures as were thought convenient.

And now, Athenians ! what is the reason, (think

ye,-) that tlie public Festivals'* in honour of Minerva

and of Bacchus are always celebrated at the ap-

pointed time, whether tl«c direction of tliem falls

to the lot of men of eminence, or of persons less

distinguished
:

(festivals which cost more treasure

all imaginable respect and honour; and upon all occasions

courted uiid cajoled the Athenians. This then is one of those

jiassiiges which I suspect do not agree to the particular time

when the first Philippic was spoken. But if we suppose that

this, which I call the second part, is really the oration which

Dionysius (juotes, (and which was spoken to engage the Athe-

nians to defend tlie islanders and the cities of the Hellespont

against the attempts of Philip,) then all the difficulty vanishes.

The hostilities here mentioned agree very well to a time of open

war. Now Diodorus Siculus informs us, that it was after

Olynthus was taken, that the Athenians declared war against

Philip ill form ; and we find that immediately upon this, he

attacked them and their tributary states with such fury, that

they were soon glad to sue for peace.

* Our sacred galley* There were two of these appropriated

to religious ceremonies, [and all extraordinary emergencies and

occasions of the state,] the Paralian and the Salaminian. Har-

pocration understands here the Paralian. Tourreil.
^ Festivals, &c. For the Panathenaea and Dionysia, (as these

festivals are called in the original,) I refer the reader to Potter,

and other writers on the antiquities of Greece.
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than is usually expended upon a whole navy ; and

more numbers and greater preparations^ than any
one perhaps ever cost :) while your expeditions have

been all too late, as that to Methone, that to Pe-

gaste, that to Potidaea. The reason is this: every

thing relating to the former is ascertained by law ;

and every one of you know's long before, who is to

conduct* the several enterlainments in each tribe ;

what he is to receive, when and from whom, and

what to perform. Not one of these things is left

uncertain, not one undetermined. But in affairs of

war, and warlike preparations, there is no order, no

certainty, no regulation. So that when any acci-

dent alarms us, first we appoint our tricrarchs

;

then we allow them (he exchange ; then the

supplies are considered. These points once set-

a To conduct, <Jcc. In tlie original it is, who is the chorct^us

(that is, the citizen who provided the music, oi’ which each tribe

had a band), and the gymnasiarck (he who presided over the

wrestlers, and provided what was necessary Ibr that entertain-

ment).

^ Wc appoint our trierarchs. The rich citizens who were

obliged not only to command, but to equip a vessel of war, at

their own expence (cither severally or jointly) for the service of

the public. As this was an oftice of great expence, it was

allowed to any one who was nominated, to point out some

citizen richer than himself, and to desire he might be substi-

tuted in bis place, provided lie was willing to exchange fortunes

with that citizen, and then to take upon him the office of

trierarch. This is what Demosthenes calls altowing the ex-

change [which in its nature must have occasioned confusion and

delay].

For a fuller account of these trierarchs, I refer the reader

to Potter^ Archac.
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(led, we resolve to man our fleet with strangers ‘ and

foreigners
;
then find it necessary to supply their

place ourselves. In the midst of these delays, what

we are sailing to defend, the enemy is already

master of : for the time of action, we spend in pre-

paring: and the junctures of affairs will not wait

our slow and irresolute measures. These forces

too, which we think may be depended on, until the

new levies arc raised, when puttotlie proof, plainly

discover their insufficiency. By these means, hath

he arrived to such a pitch of insolence as to send a

letter to the Eubteans'*, conceived in such terms as

these.

[* * * The Leiter is read.^

What hath now been read, is for the most part

true, Athenians ! too true ! but perhaps not very

* ]Ve resolve to man our fleet with strangers, &c. Mitokoi,

which I trunslatc strangers, were those foreigners who were per-

mitted to sojourn at Athens, on certain conditions.

This whole passage is an exact description of the proceedings

of the Athenians in defence of OIjnthus, and of the event. I

had it in view, when I observed that possibly we might find

some obscure allusions to that affair.

^ A letter to the Eubceans, &c. This letter has not descended

to us. It is probable from the context, that he expressed in it

a contempt for the Athenian power, and insisted how little de-

pendence the Eubceans could have on that state. And if this be
so, it confirms an observation, which I made before (see a note

on page 5.) viz. that the Athenians had as yet given Philip no
remarkable opposition in Eubcea. The letter must have been

written when Philip began to raise commotions in that island, in
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agreeable in llic recital. But if, by suppressing*

thing’s ungrateful to the ear, the things themselves

could be prevented, then the sole concern of a public

speaker should be to please. If, on the contrary,

these unseasonably pleasing speeches be really in-

jurious, it is shameful, Athenians ! to deceive your-

selves, and by deferring the consideration of every

thing disagreeable, never once to move until it be

too late ; and not to apprehend lliat they who con-

duct a war with prudence, are not to follow, but to

direct events ; to direct them with the same abso-

lute authority with wliich a general leads on his

forces ; that the course of alfairs may be deter-

mined by them, and not determine their measures.

But you, Athenians ! although possessed of the

greatest power* of all kinds, ships, infantry, cavalr}',

and treasure
;

yet, to this day, have never employed

any of them seasonably, but are ever last in the

field. Just as barbarians ’’ engage at boxing, so you

order to make himself master of it. I am induced to thinks

both from history and Demosthenes, that he did not make any

attempts of this kind so early as the first Philippic, and there-

fore that this is no part of that oration.

® Possessed of the greatest power, A c. They could then com-

mand three hundred ships of war, and those capable of engage-

ing a navy of double that number ; they had twenty thousand

foot, and two thousand eight hundred horse : and their re-

venue amounted to above twelve hundred talents. Tour, and

Mount.
^ As barbarians^ &c. The learned reader will find a beautiful

passage in Aulus Gellius, (1. 3^ c.27.) where, on the contrary, a

man of true prudence who engages in the business and dangers

of the world, is compared to a skilful boxer, who is ever atten-

tive to defend binuself and annoy his adversary. Tourreil.
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make war with Philip : for when one of these re-

ceives a blow, that blow engages him : if struck in

another part, to that part his hands are shifted : but

to ward otf the blow, or to watch his antagonist

—

for this, he hath neither skill nor spirit. Even so,

if* you hear that Philip is in the Chersonesus, you

resolve to send forces thither ; if in I’hermopylae,

thither ;
if in any other place, you hurry up and

down, you follow his standard. But no useful

scheme for carrying on the war, no wise provisions *,

are ever thought of, until you hear of some enter-

prize in execution, or already crowned with success.

This might formerly have been pardonable, but now

is the very critical moment, when it can by no means

be admitted.

It seems to me, Athenians ! that some divinity,

who, from a regard to Athens, looks down upon

our conduct with indignation, hath inspired Philip

with this restless ambition. For were he to sit

down in the cjuiet enjoyment of his conquests and

acquisitions, without proceeding to any new at-

tempts, there are tnen among you, who, I think,

would be unmoved at those transactions ^ which

have branded our state with the odious marks of

“ JVo wise provisions, &c. I have followed the reading which

Mr. Mounteney adopts, Iltfi rulf instead of

** yll those transactions, The taking of Pydna, and
Potidaea, and Amphipolis, may warrant what the orator here

says. Yet I should choose to apply it to their suffering Olynthus
by their misconduct to fall under the power of Philip.
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infamy, cowardice, and ail that is base. l?ut as he

still pursues his conquests, as he is still extending-

his ambitious views, possibly, he may at last call

you forth, unless you have renounced the name of

Athenians. To me it is astonishing, that none of

you look back to the beginning* of this var, atid

considers that we engaged in it to chastise the in-

solence of Philip ; but that now it is become a

defensive war, to secure us from his attempts. And
that lie will ever be repeating these attempts is

manifest, unless some power rises to oppose him.

But if we wait in expectation of this, if we send

out armaments composed of empty galleys, and

those hopes with which some speaker may have

Haltered you ;
can you then think your interests well

secured ? shall we not embark ? shall we not sail,

with at least a part of our domestic force, now,

since we have not hitherto ?. But where shall we

® Look back to the beginning, cVc. I .shall trouble the reader

but with one argument more, in favour of ni}' suspicion, that

this is no part of the first Philippic. The passage I now quote,

I cannot think, is applicable to the transactions of the Athe-

nians and Philip, before his attempt on Thermo[)ylae : when

(from the time of Argaeus's death) they acted against each other

only indirectly; and instead of punishing Philip, the Athenians

could not even prevail upon themselves to defend those domi-

nions which they claimed as their own.—But it is a very exact

description of what happened after their declaration of war

against Philip, which succeeded the taking of Olynthus : for

this declaration was made from a sense of the danger of Philip's

growing power, a resentment of his infractions, and a resolution

to reduce him : and yet they were quickly obliged to defend

themselves against furlhcr attempts.
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make our descent ? Let us but engage in the

enterprize, and the war itself, Athenians ! will shew

us where he is weakest. But if we sit at home,

listening to the mutual invectives and accusations

of our orators ; we cannot expect, no, not the least

sueces.s, in any one particular. Wherever a part of

our city is detached, although the whole be not

present, the favour of the gods and the kindness of

fortune attend to figlit upon our side
; but when we

send out a general, and an insignificant decree, and

the hopes of our speakers, misfortune and disappoint-

ment must ensue. Such expeditions are to our ene-

mies a sport, but strike our allies with deadly appre-

hensions. For it is not, it is not possible for any

one man to perform every thing you desire. He
may promise, and harangue, and accuse this or that

person : but to such proceedings we owe the ruin of

our affairs. For when a general, who commanded
a wretched collection of unpaid foreigners, hath

been defeated ; when there are persons here, who,

in arraigning his conduct, dare to advance false-

hoods, and when you lightly eng^age in any deter-

mination, just from their suggestions ; what must

be the consequence ? How then shall these abuses

be removed ? By offering yourselves, Athenians!

to execute the commands of your general, to be

witnesses of his conduct in the field, and his judges

at your return : so as not only to hear how your

affairs are transacted, but to inspect them. But

now, so shamefully are we degenerated, that each

of our commanders is twice or thrice called before

you, to answer for his life, though not one of them
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dared to hazard that life, by once cngaj^ing his

enemy. No ; they clioose the death of robbers and

pilferers, rather than to fall as becomes them.

Such malefactors should die by the sentence of the

law. Generals should meet their fate bravely in the

field.

Then, as to your own conduct—Some wander

about, crying-, Philip hath joined with the Lacede-

monians, and they are concerting the destruction of

Thebes, and the dis.solution

*

of some free states.

Others assure us he hath sent an embassy to the

King ^
: others, that he is fortifying places in

Illyria*. Thus we all go about framing our several

tales, I do believe indeed, Athenians ! he is in-

toxicated with his greatness, and does entertain his

imagination with many such visionary prospects, as

he sees no power rising to oppose him, and is elated

with his success. But 1 cannot be persuaded that

he hath so taken his measures, that the weakest

among us know what he is next to do
;
(for it is the

weakest among us who spread these rumours.)—Let

us disregard them : let us be persuaded of this ; that

* The dissolution, dx*. Wherever tlie Lacedemonians liad

power, they were always for establishing oligarchies, as has

been observed in the preface to these orations.

** To the King. So the king of Persia was called. The in-

tent of this embassy was supposed to be to make such demands

as must produce a war with the Persian, which Isocrates had

exhorted him to very early.

^He isfortifying places in Illyria^ Possibly these rumours were

spread by Philip’s friends, to persuade the Athenians that his

view* and schemes were removed to a great distance from Athens.
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he is our enemy, tiiat he hath spoiled us of our do-

minionSj that we have long been subject to liis in-

solence, that whatever we expected to be done for

us by others, hath proved against us, that all the

resource left is in ourselves, that if we are not in-

clined to carry our arms abroad, we may be forced

to engage here— let us be persuaded of this, and

then we shall come to a proper determination,

then shall we be freed from those idle tales. For

we are not to be solicitous to know what particular

events will happen ; we need but be convinced no-

thing good can happen, unless you grant the due

attention to atfairs, and be ready to act as becomes

Athenians.

I, on my part, have never upon any occasion

chosen to court your favour, by speaking any thing

but what I was convinced would serve you. And on

this occasion I have freely declared my sentiments,

without art, and without re.serve. It would have

pleased me indeed, that as it is for your advantage

to have your true interest laid before you, so I might

be assured that he who laycth it before you, would

share the advantage : for then I had spoken with

greater alacrity. However, uncertain as is the conse-

quence with respect to me, I yet determined to speak,

because I was convinced that these measures, if pur-

sued, must have their use. And, of all those opinions

which are offered to your acceptance, may that be

chosen which will best advance the general weal

!

END OP THE FIRST PHILIPPIC.
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INTRODUCTION,

The former oration doth not appear to

have had any considerable effect. Philip had his

creatures in the Athenian assembly, who pro-

bably recommended less vigorous measures^ and

were but too favourably heard. In the mean

time, this prince pursued his ambitious designs.

When he found himself shut out of Greece, he

turned his arms to such remote parts as he might

reduce without alarming the states of Greece

;

and at the same time he revenged himself upon

the Athenians, by making himself master of some

places which they laid claim to. At length his

success emboldened him to declare those inten-

tions which he had long entertained secretly

against the Olynthians.

Olynthus (a city of Thrace, possessed by

Greeks originally from Chalcis,—a town of Eubcea,

and colony of Athens) commanded a large tract

called the Chalcidian region, in which there were

thirty-two cities. It had arisen by degrees to such

a pitch of grandeur, as to have frequent and re-

markable conquests both with Athens and Lacede-

mon. Nor did the Olynthians shew great regard

d2
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to the friendship of Philip wlien he first came to

the throne, and was taking all measures to secure

the possession of it : for they did not scruple to

receive two of his brothel’s by another marriage,

who had lied to avoid the effects of his jealousy

;

and endeavoured to conclude an alliance with

Athens against him, which he, by secret practices,

found means to defeat. But as he was yet scarcely

secure upon his throne, instead of expressing his

resentment, he courted, or rather purchased, the

alliance of the Olynthians, by the cession of

Anlhemus, a city which the kings of Macedon had

long disputed with tn'em*^ and afterwards by that

of Pydna and Potidasa, which their joint forces

hud besieged and taken from the Athenians. But

the Olynthians could not be influenced by gratitude

towards such a benefactor. The rapid progress of

his arms, and his glaring acts of perfidy, alarmed

them exceedingly. He had already made some

inroads on their territories, and now began to act

against them with less reserve. They therefore

dispatched ambassadors to Athens, to propose an

alliance, and request assistance against a power

which they were equally concerned to oppose.

Philip affected the highest resentment at this

step, alleged their mutual engagements to ad-

here to each other in war and peace, inveighed

aghinst their harbouring his brothers, whom he

called the conspirators ; and iinder pretence of
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punisliiiig llieir infractions, pursued his hostilities

with double vigour, made liimsclf master of some

of their cities, and threatened the capital with a

• siege.

In the mean time the Olynthians pressed the

Athenians for immediate succours. Their am-

bassadors opened their commission in an assembly

of the people, who had the right either to agree to,

or to reject their demand. As the importance of

the occasion increased the number of speakers, the

older orators had debated^ t^p affair before Demos-

thenes arose. In the following oration, therefore,

he speaks as to a people already informed, urges

the necessity of joining with the Olynthians, and

confirms his opinion by powerful arguments ; lays

open the designs and practices of Philip, and

labours to remove their dreadful apprehensions of

his power. He concludes with recommending to

them to reform abuses, to restore ancient discipline,

and to put an end to all domestic dissensions.
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FIRST OLYNTHIAC ORATION*.

Calliniacho, Archon—A. R.Philip. 12.—Olympiad. 107. An. 4.

In many instances, (Athenians!) have the gods, in

my opinion, manifestly declared their favour to this

state : nor is it least observable in this present June*

ture. For that an enemy should arise against

Philip, on the very confines of his kingdom, of no

inconsiderable power, and, what is of most import-

ance, so determined upon the war, that they con-

sider any accommodation with him, first as insidi-

ous, next, as the downfall of their country : this

seems no less than the gracious interposition of

heaven itself. It must, therefore, be our care,

(Athenians!) that we ourselves may not frustrate

this goodness. For it must reflect disgrace, nay

the foulest infamy, upon us, if we appear to have

thrown away not those states and territories only

which wc once commanded, but those alliances

and favourable incidents which fortune bath pro-

vided for us.

* 1 have disposed the Olynthiac orations in the order pointed

out by Dionysius of Halicarnassus. And it plainly appears that

this should precede the others ; for in this, Demosthenes solicits

the immediate conclusion of an alliance with Olynthus ; in the

others, he supposes the alliance already concluded, and insists

only on the necessity of effectually fulfilling their engagetnents.
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To begin on tliis occasion will) a display of

. Philip’s power, or to press you to exert your vigour

by motives drawn from hence, is, in my opinion,

quite improper. And why ? Because whatever

may be offered on such a subject, sets him in an

honourable view, but seems to me as a reproach to

our conduct. For the higher his exploits have

arisen above his former estimation, the more must

the world admire him ; while your disgrace hath

been the greater, the more your conduct hath

proved unworthy of your state. These things there-

fore I shall pass over. He, indeed, who examines

justly, must find the source of his greatness here,

not in himself. But the services he hath here re-

ceived, from those whose public administration

hath been devoted to his interest ; those services

which you must punish, 1 do not think it season-

able to display. There arc other points of more

moment for you all to hear, and which must excite

the greatest abhorrence of him, in every reasonable

mind.—These I shall lay before you.

And now, should I call him perjured and per-

fidious, and not point out the instances of this his

guilt, it might be deemed the mere virulence of

malice, and with justice. Nor will it engage too

much of your attention to hear him fully and clearly

convicted, from a full and clear detail of all his ac-

tions. And this I think useful upon two accounts

:

first, that he may appear, as he really is, treache-

rous and false ; and then, that they who are struck

with terror, as if Philip was something more than
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human, may soc that he has exhausted all those ar-

tifices to which he owes his present elevation, and

tliat his affairs are now ready to decline. For I

myself (Athenians !) should think Philip really to

be dreaded and admired, if 1 saw him raised by

honourable means. Hut I find, upon reflection,

that at the time when certain persons drove out the

Olynthians from this assembly, when desirous of

conferring with you, he began with abusing our

simplicity by Ids promise of surrendering Ainphi-

polis, and executing the secret article* of his treaty,

then so much spoken of : that, after this, he courted

the friendship of the Olynthians by seizing Potidasa,

where we were rightful sovereigns, despoiling us

Iiis former allies, and giving them possession ; that,

but just now, he gained the Thessalians, by pro-

mising to give up Magnesia and for their ease,

to take the whole conduct of the Phocian war upon

himself. In a word, there are no people who ever

* The secret article, &c. When Philip had declared Amphi-

polls a free cily, the Athenians, who were desirous of recover-

ing it, sent ambassadors to Philip to solicit his assistance for

that purpose; and on this condition promised to make him

master of Pydna. But lest the people of Pydna, who were

averse to Philip’s goverment, should take the alarm, the whole

negotiation was transacted secretly in the senate, without being

referred, as usual, to the assembly of the people.—^This account

Ulpiau and Suidas cite from I'heopompus.

’’ Magnesia. He had made himself master of this city when
he marched into Thessaly against the Tyrants. The Thessalians

remonstrated against this proceeding, but siilfered themselves

to he amused by his assurances that he would give it up ; while

he really determined to keep possession of it Tourreil.
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made the least use of him, but have suifercd by his

subtlety ; his present greatness being- wholly owing-

to his deceiving those who were unacquainted with

him, and making them the instruments of his suc-

cess. As these states therefore raised him, while

each imagined he was promoting some interest of

theirs; these states must also reduce him to his for-

mer meanness, as it now appears tliat his own pri-

vate interest was the end of all his actions.

Thus then, Athenians ! is Philip circumstanced.

If not, let the man stano forth who can prove to me,

I should have said to this assembly, that 1 have as-

serted these things falsely
; or that they whom he

hath deceived in former instances, will confide in

him for the future ; or that the Thessalians, who

have been so basely, so undeservedly enslaved*,

would not gladly embrace their freedom.—If there

be any one among you who acknowledges all this,

yet thinks that Philip will support his power, as he

hath secured places of strength, convenient ports,

and other like advantages ; Ijc is deceived. For

when forces join in harmony and affection, and

•* Enslaved. When Philip had disposscssc«l the tyrants of

Tliessaly, lie began to set himself up in their ))laee ; but not by

open force. He was so complete a master of dissimulation, ap-

peared so gentle, so affable, so humane, so amiable, even to

the conquered, that the Thessalians gave themselves up to him

with an entire confidence ; which he knew how to take the ad-

vantage of. Tourreil.

*’ For when forces, Arc. I need not take notice to the learned

reader, how highly this passage is ornamented in the original, by
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onecotnmon interest unites the confederating- powers,

then they share the toils with alacrity, tliey endure

the distresses, they persevere. But when extrava-

g-ant ambition, and lawless power, (as in his case,)

have aggrandized a single person ; the first pre-

fence, the slightest accident, overthrows him, and

all his greatness is dashed at once to the ground.

For it is not, no, Athenians ! it is not possible to

found a lasting power upon injustice, peijury, and

treachery. These may perhaps succeed for once,

and borrow for a while from hope, a gay and

nourishing appearance. But time betrays their

weakness, and they fall into ruin of themselves.

For as in structures of every kind, the lower parts

should have the greatest firmness, so the grounds

and principles of actions should be just and true.

But these advantages arc not found in the actions

of Philip.

I say then, that you should dispatch sdccours to

the Olynthians
:

(and the more honourably and

expeditiously this is proposed to be done, the more

the beauty of the metaphors, the grandeur of the composition,

and the iiiicncss of the sentiment. The word by whicii

he expresses the downfall of Philip, I apprehend, is not to be

rendered into our, or perhaps any other language. It gives ns the

idea of a generous steed, tossing its mane, impatient of the bit,

and casting his rider to the ground ; which at once expresses the

subjection of the states conquered by Philip, their impatience

of his government, their bold effort to regain their liberty, and

the downfall of their master. The change of tenses (iin;^a!TK>-f

adds greatly to the force and beauty : it seems as if

the destruction of Philip was loo quick for words.
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agreeably to my sentiments) and send an embassy

to the Thessalians, to inform some, and to enliven

that spirit already raised in others
:

(for it hath

actually been resolved to demand the restitution of

Pagasa;*, and to assert their claim to Magnesia).

And let it be your care, Athenians ! that our am-

bassadors may not depend only upon words, but

give them some action to display, by taking the

field in a manner worthy of the slate, and engaging

in the war with vigour. For words, if not accom-

panied by actions, must ever appear vain and con-

temptible, and particularly when they come from us,

whose prompt abilities, and well-known eminence

in speaking, make us to be always heard with the

greater suspicion.

Would you indeed regain attention and confi-

dence, your measures must be greatly changed, your

conduct totally reformed
;
your fortunes, your per-

sons, must appear devoted to the common cause

;

your utmost efforts must be e.xerted. If you will

act thus, as your honour and your interest require

;

then, Athenians
!

you will not only discover the

weakness and insincerity of the confederates of Phi-

lip, but the ruinous condiliem of his own kingdom

will also be laid open. The power and sovereignty

of Macedon may have some weight indeed, when

joined with others. Thus, when you marched

against the Olynthians under the conduct of Timo-

* PaganB. A city of Thessaly, which he had made himsf If

roaster of five years before, Tourreil.
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Iheus, it proved an useful ally ;
when united with

the Olynthians against Potidaea, it added something

to their force
;
just now, when the Thessalians were

in the midst of disorder, sedition, and confusion, it

aided them against the family of their tyrants

:

(and in every case, any, even a small accession of

strength, is, in my opinion, of considerable effect).

But of itself, unsupported, it is infirm, it is totally

distempered ; for by all those glaring exploits which

have given him this apparent greatness, his wars,

his expeditions, he hath rendered it yet weaker than

it was naturally. For you are not to imagine that

the inclinations of his subjects arc the same with,

those of Philip. He thirsts for glory ; this is his

object, this he eagerly pursues, through toils and
dangers of every kind, despising safety and life,

when compared with the honour of achieving such
actions as no other prince of Macedon could ever,

boast of. But his subjects have no part in this am-
bition. Harassed by those various excursions he is

ever making, they groan under perpetual calamity ;

torn from their business and their families, and
without opportunity to dispose of that pittance

which their toils have earned ; as all commerce is

shut out from the coasts of Macedon by the war.

Hence one may perceive how his subjects in

general are affected to Philip. But then his aux-
iliaries, and the soldiers of his phalanx *, have the

* The soldiers 0/ his phalanx. In the original, vi^haifot./ellqu}-

soldiers. A term iuven^d for the encouragement of this body.
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character of wonderful forces, trained completely to

war. And yet I can affirm, upon the credit of a

person from that country, incapable of falsehood,

that they have no such superiority. For, as he

assures me, if any man of experience in military

affairs should be found among- them, he dismisses

all such, from an ambition of having every great

action ascribed wholly to himself
;
(for besides his

other passions, the man hath tliis ambition in the

highest degree). And if any person, from a sense

of decency, or other virtuous principle, betrays a

dislike of his daily intemperance, and riotings, and

obscenities*, he loses all favour and regard; so that

none are left about him but wretches, who subsist

on rapine and flattery, and who, when heated with

wine, do not scruple to descend to such instances of

revelry, as it would shock you to repeat. Nor can

the truth of this be doubted ; for they whom we
all conspired to drive from hence, as infamous and

and to reconcile them to all the severities of their duly. Such

kind of familiarities cost but little, and arc often of consider-

able service to a prince. Tourrejl.

“ Obscenities. In the original, Certain lascivious

dances, so called from the name of a satyr, said to have invented

them. Theophrastus mentions it as a part of the character of a

man utterly abandoned, that when inflamed by wine he is even

capable of dancing the Chordax, TouRREiL.

In this description of the dissolute manners of Philip and his

court, one would imagine that the orator had aggravated a little

;

yet we have the whole description still more heightened in his-

tory. The learned reader will find it in Athenseus, Book 6.

Tourreil.
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abandoned, Callias the public servant », and others

of the same stamp ; buffoons, composer.s of lewd

songs, in which they ridicule their companions

;

these are the persons whom he entertains and ca-

resses. And these things, Athenians ! trifling as

they may appear to some, are to men ofjust discern-

ment great indications of the weakness both of his

mind and fortune. At present, his successes cast a

shade over them ; for prosperity hath great power

to veil such baseness from observation. But let his

arms meet with the least disgrace, and all his ac-

tions will be exposed. This is a truth, of which

he himself, Athenians! will, in my opinion, soon

convince you, if the gods favour us, and you exert

your vigour. For as in our bodies, while a man is

in health, he feels no effect of any inward weak-

ness ; but when disease attacks him, every thing

becomes sensible, in the vessels, in the joints, or in

whatever other part his frame may be disordered ;

so in states and monarchies, while they carry on a

war abroad, their defects escape the general eye ;

but when once it approaches their own territory,

then they are all detected.

If there be any one among you, who, from Phi-

lip’s good fortune, concludes that he must prove a

formidable enemy ; such reasoning is not unworthy

, The public servant. One of those public slaves, who at-

tended the Athenian generals in the field. They chose slaves

^^r this business, that, if tliere was occasion for their evidence

on any public enquiry into the conduct of the war, they might

be put to the torture, from which free citizens were exempted.

Ul^i\n.
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a man of prudcnrc. Fortune hath great influence,

nay, the whole influence, in all hnm»n affairs : but

then, were I to choose, I should prefer the fortune

of Athens, (if you yourselves will assert your own
cause with the least degree of vigour,) to this man’s

fortune. For we have many better reasons to de-

pend upon the favour of heaven than this man.

But our present state i.s, in my opinion, a state of

total inactivity ; and he who will not exert his own
strength, cannot apply for aid, cither to his friends

or to the gods. It is not then surprising, that he,

who is himself ever amidst the dangers and labours

of the field ; who is every where ; whom no oppor-

tunity escapes ; to whom no season is unfavourable;

should be superior to you, who arc wholly engaged

in contriving delays, and framing decrees, and in-

quiring after news. I am not surprised at this, for

the contrary must have been surprising : if we, who
never act, in any single instance, as becomes a state

engaged in war, should conquer him, who, in every

instance, acts with an indefatigable vigilance. This

indeed surprises me ; that you, who * fought the

cause of Greece against Lacedemon, and generously

declined all the many favorable opportunities of

aggrandizing yourselves ;
who, to secure their pro-

perty to others, parted with your own by your con-

tributions, and bravely exposed yourselves in battle,

—should now decline the service of the field, and

delay the neces^ry 8upplie.s, when called to the

defence of your own rights : that you, in whom

* See note on Philip I. page 2.
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Greece in general, and each particular state, hath

often found protection, should sit down quiet sjlec-

tators of your own private wrongs : This, I say,

surprises me ; and one thing more ; that not a mail

among you can reflect how long a time we have

been at war with Philip, and in what measures this

time hath all been wasted. You are not to be in-

formed, that, in delaying’, in hoping that others

would assert our cause, in accusing each other, in

impcaching, then again entertaining hopes in such

measures as are now pursued, that time hath been

entirely wasted. And arc you so devoid of appre-

hension, as to imagine, when our state hath been re-

duced from greatness to wretchedness, that the very

same conduct will raise us from wretchedness to

greatness ? No ! this is not reasonable, it is not

natural
; for it is much easier to defend, than to

acquire dominions. But now, the war hath left us

nothing to defend ; we must acquire. And to this

work you yourselves alone are equal.

This, then, is my opinion. You sliould raise

supplies : you should take the field with alacrity.

Prosecutions should be all suspended until you have

recovered your affairs ; let each man's sentence be

determined by his actions ; honour those who have

deserved applause ; let the iniquitous meet their

punishment : Let there be no pretences, no de-

ficiencies on your part ; for you cannot bring the

actions of others to a severe scrutiny, unless you
have first been careful of your own duty. What
indeed can be the reason, think ye, that every roan

VOL. I. E
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vhom ye have sent out at the head of an army, hatli

deserted your service, and soug,ht out some private

expedition, (if we must speak ingenuously of these

ourgencralsalso ?) The reason is this : Wlmn engaged

in the service of the state, the prize for which they

fight is yours. Thus, should Amphipolis be now

taken, you instantly possess yourselves of it : the

commanders have all the danger, the rewards they

do not share. Hut in their private enterprizes the

dangers are less ; the acquisitions are all shared by

the generals and soldiers ; as were Lampsacus,

Sigffium*, and those vessels which they plundered.

Thus are they all determined by their private in-

terest. And when you turn your eyes to the wrctcir-

ed state of your affairs, you bring your generals to

a trial
;
you giant them leave to speak

;
you hear

the necessities they plead ; and then acquit them.

Nothing then remains for us, but to be distracted

with endless contests and divisions, (some urging

these, some those measures,) and to feel the public

calamity. For in former limes, Athenians, you di-

vided into classes ^ to raise supplies. Now, the

* Lampsacus, Sigeeum, &c. Chares received these two cities

of Asia Minor, from the Satrap Artabazus, in return for his ser-

vice, (see note on Ph. L p. 7.) This general, instead of employ-

ing the fleet he had been entrusted with, for the recovery of

Amphipolb, according to his instructions, joined with some

pirates, and committed considerable outrages in the iEgean Sea.

He was accused of this at his return, but escaped, by flying

Irom public justice, until his faction grew powerful enough to

reinstate him in his former command. Tourreil.

^ Classes, <&c. Each of the ten tribes elected

one hundred and twenty of the richer citizens, out of their own
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business of these classes is to govern ; each Imth

an orator at its head, and a general, who is his

creature ; the three hundred arc assistants to

.these, and the rest of you divide, some to this, some

to that party. You must leave tlie power of speak-

ing’’, of advising, and of acting, open to every

citizen. But if you suffer some persons to issue

out their maiidatc.s, as with a royal * authority ; if

one set of men f)e forced to fit out ships, to raise

supplies, to take up arms ; wliile Others are only to

make decrees against them, without any charge, any

cmploymciit^hcsjtles ; it is not possible that any

thing can be effected seasonably and successfully

:

body, ulio were obliged to perform tlie public duties, and to raise

supplies for tlic exigencies of the state, out of their private for-

tunes. The twelve iiundretl persons, thus chosen, were divided

into two parts, and each of these into ten classes, called cvfjLfxofim*

Tiiese were again subdivided into two parts, according to the

estates of those who composed them. And thus, out of the tea

first classes, were appointed the THREE HUNDRED, that is,

such a nuinher of tlie wealthy citizens, who were on all occa-

sions to supply the coininonwcallh w ith money ; and with the

rest of the twelve hundred to perform all extraordinary duties

in their turns. It seems, however, that in the lime of Demos-
thenes these classes souglit pretences to avoid their duty, and

contended for the power of throwing the whole w eight of public

business on each other.

* As with a royal, <Jlc. Euhulus, Aristophon, Hyperides,

and Lycurgus, governed every thing wdth an absolute powder, in

the assemblies; the conduct of military affairs was entirely

engrossed by Diopithes, Mencslheus, Leostheiies, and Chares.

Thus the administration of affairs was shared among a few

men as it were by lot ; so that the popular government dege-

nerated into an oligarchy. See Plutar. in Phocion.

B 2
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for the injured party ever will desert you ; and then

5’our sole resource will be to make them feel your

resentment instead of your enemies.

To sum up all, my sentiments are these :—That

every man should contribute in proportion to his

fortune ; that all should take the held in their

turns, until all have served ; that whoever appears

in this place, should be allowed to speak ; and that

when you give your voice.s, your true interest only

should determine you, not the authority of this or

the other speaker. Pursue this course, and then

your applause will not be lavished on some orator,

the moment he concludes
;

you yourselves will

share it hereafter, when you find how greatly you

have advanced the interests of your state.

END OF THE FIUST OLVNTHIAC,
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INTRODUCTION.

'Fo remove the impression made on tlie minds

of the Athenians by the preceding oration, De-

mades and other popular leaders in the interest of

Philip rose up, and opposed the propositions of

Demosthenes with all their eloquence. Their

opposition, however, proved ineffectual ; for the

assembly decreed, that relief should be sent to the

Olynlhians
;
and thirty galleys and two thousand

forces were accordingly dispatched under the com-

mand of Chares. But these succours, consisting

entirely of mercenaries, and commanded by a

general of no great reputation, could not be of

considerable service ; and were besides suspected,

and scarcely less dreaded by the Olynthians than

the ilfaccdonians themselves. In the mean time

the progress of Philip’s arms could meet with little

interruption. He reduced several places in the

region of Chalcis, razed the fortress of Zeira ; and

having twice defeated the Olynthians in the field,

at last shut them up in their city. In this emer-

gency, they again applied to the Athenians, and

pressed for fresh and effectual succours. In the

following oration, Demosthenes endeavours to sup-
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port this petition; and to prove, that both the

honour and the interest of the Athenians demanded

their immediate compliance. As the expence of

the armament was the great point of difficulty, he

recommends the abrogation of sucli laws as pre-

vented the proper settlement of the funds necessary

for carrying on a war of such importance.—The

nature of these laws will come immediately to be

explained,

It appears, from the beginning of this oration,

that other speakers had arisen before Demostlicnes,

and inveighed loudly against Philip. Full of the

national prejudices, or disposed to flatter the Athe-

nians in their notions of the dignity and importance

of their state, they breathed nolliing but indigna-

tion against the enemy, and possibly with some

contempt of his present enterprises, proposed to

the Athenians to correct his arrogance, by an

invasion of his own kingdom. Demosthenes, on

the contrary, insists on the necessity of self-defence

;

endeavours to rouse his hearers from their security,

by the terror of impending danger; and affects to

consider the defence of Olynlhus as the last and

only means of preserving the very being of Athens.
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Callimaclio, Arclion—A. R. Philip. 12.—Olympiad. 107. An. 1.

I AM by no means affected in the same manner,

Athenians ! when I review the state of our affairs,

and when I attend to those speakers, who have now
declared their sentiments. They insist, that we
should punisli Philip : but our affairs, situated as

they now appear, warn us to guard against the

dangers with wliich we ourselves are threatened.

Thus far, therefore, I must differ from these speak-

ers, that I apprehend they have not proposed the -

proper object for your attention. There was a time

indeed, I know it well, when the state could have

possessed her own dominions in security, and sent

out her armies to inflict chastisement on Philip.

I myself have seen that time, when we enjoyed

such power. But now, I am persuaded we should

confine ourselves to the protection of our allies.

When this is once effected, then we may con-

sider the punishment his outrages have merited.

But till the first great point be well secured, it

is weakness to debate about our more remote con-

cernments.

And now, Athenians ! if ever we stood in need
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of mature delilieration and counsel, the present

juncture calls aloud for them. To point out the

course to be pursued on this emergency, 1 do not

think the greatest difiRculty ; but 1 am in doubt in

what manner to propose my sentiments; for all

that I have observed,, and all that I have heard,

convinces me, that most of your misfortunes have

proceeded from a want of inclination to pursue the

necessary measures ! not from ignorance of them.

—

Let me entreat you, that, if I now speak with an

unusual boldness, ye may bear it : considering only,

whether I speak truth, and with a sincere intention

to advance your future interests : for you now sec,

that by some orators, who study but to gain your

favour, our affairs have been reduced to the extre-

mity of distress.

I think it necessary, in the first place, to recall

some late transactions to your thoughts. You may
remember, Athenians ! that about three or four

years since, you received advice that Philip was in

Thrace, and had laid siege to the fortress of Heraea.

It was then the month of November*. Great com-
motions and debates arose : It was resolved to send

out forty galleys ; that all citizens under the age of

fivc-and-forty**, should themselves embark ; andtimt

“ Of November. The reducing the Attic months to the Julian

hath occasioned some dispute among the learned. As I thought

it best to make use of Roman names in the translation, I have

followed the reduction of Scaligcr.

Under the age offive-andforty

,

This expresses their

xeal, and their apprehensions of the danger : for by (he laws of
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sixty talents should be raised. Thus it was agreed

;

that year passed away ; then came in the months
July*, August, September. In this last month,

with great difficulty, when the mysteries had first

been celebrated, you sent out Charidemus*, with

just ten vessels unmanned, and five talents of silver.

For when reports came of the sickness, and the

death of Philip, (both of these were affirmed,) you

laid aside your intended armament, imagining, that

at such a juncture there was no need of succours.

And yet this was the very critical moment : for had

they been dispatched with the same alacrity with

which they were granted, Philip would not have

then escaped, to become that formidable enemy he

now appears.

Athene a citizen was exempted from military service at the age

of forty, except on some very urgent occasion.

^ July^ &c. That is, the first months of the next year ; for

the reader is to observe, that the Attic year commenced on

tliat new-moon, whose full-moon immediately succeeded the

summer- solstice.

^ Charidemus^ That is, the worst of all your generals : a fo-

reigner, a soldier of fortune, who had sometimes fought against

you, sometimes betrayed your cause, and who, on many occa-

sions, had proved himself unworthy of the confidence you re-

posed in him.—Monsieur Tourreil translates this passage thus:

** Ce fut cn ce dernier mois qu' immediatement apr^s la cdl6-

** bration des mystcres, vous bepech ATEsd'iciCharid^me,"&c.

Here there are two unfortunate words which express haste and

expedition : whereas the description in the original labours on

ill the slowest and heaviest manner possible. Every single word

marks out the tediousuess or the meanness of their armament.
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But what was then done cannot be amended.

Now we have the opportunity of another war : that

war I mean which hath induced me to bring these

transactions into view, that you may not once more

fall into tlic same errors. How then shall we im-

prove this opportunity ? T/iis is the only question.

For if you arc not resolved to assist with all the

force you can command, you are really serving under

Philip, you are fighting on his side. The Olyn-

thians are a people whose power was thought con-

siderable. Thus were the circumstances of affairs

:

Philip could not confide in them ; they looked

with equal suspicion upon Philip, We and they

then entered into mutual engagements of peace and

alliance ; this was a grievous embarrassment to

Philip, that wc should have a powerful state

confederated with us, spies upon the incidents of

his fortune. It was agreed, that we should by all

means eng-age this people in a war with him. And
now, what we all so earnestly desired is effected

;

the manner is of no moment. What then remains

for us, Athenians ! but to send immediate and

effectual succours, I cannot see. For besides the

disgrace that must attend us, if any of our interests

are supinely disregarded, 1 have no small appre-

hensions of the consequence, (the Thebans* affected

* Tht Thebans, &c. They had a mortal hatred to the Athc-

niaDi, aa they had favoured Lacedcraon after the battles of

Leuctra and Mantinea, and had lately taken part with the

Phocians against them, in the sacred war. [And even before

these times, at the conclusion of the Peloponnesian war, the

Thebans strenuously contended for the utter extirpation of

Athens.] Touiiii£1l.
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as they are towards us, and the Phocians exhausted

of their treasures,) if Philip be left at full liberty

to lead his armies into these territories, when his

present enterprizes are accomplished. If any one

among you can be so far immersed in indolence, as

to sufler this, he must choose to be witness of the

misery of his own country, rather than to hear of

that which strangers suffer ; and to seek assistance

for himself, when it is now in his power to grant

assistance to others. That this must be the conse-

quence, if we do not exert ourselves on the present

occasion, there can scarcely remain the least doubt

among us.

But as to the necessity of sending succours, this,

it may be said, we are agreed in ; this is our reso-

lution. But how shall we be enabled ? that is the

point to be explained. Be not surprised, Atbe-

nians ! if my sentiments on this occasion seem re-

pugnant to the general sense of this assembly.

Appoint magistrates for * tbe inspection of your

laws : not in order to enact any new laws
;
you

have already a sufficient number ; but to repeal

those whose ill effects you now experience. I mean

* Magiulratesfor, &c. In the original w/tofliVat. So were

those citizens called, who were entrusted by the pcoj>le with

the regulation of their laws. They were chosen by lot, to the

number of 1001, that their votes might not be equal. Every

citizen, at certain times, and in certain assemblies, had usually

a right to complain of any law. The president of the assembly

proposed the complaint to the people: five advocates were

allowed to plead in defence of the law
;
and after hearing

them, the people referred the affair to the Nomothetw;
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the laws relating to the theatrical funds* (thus

openly I declare it) and some about the soldiery ^

By the first, the soldier's pay goes as theatrical

expenses to the useless and inactive ; the others

screen those from justice who decline the service

of the field, and thus damp the ardour of those

* The theatricalfunds, The Athenians, as well as the other

Greeks, were ever passionately fond of the cntertaiiinients of

the theatre. Disputes for places soon became remarkably

inconvenient, and called for a regulation. The magistrates

therefore ordered that a small price should be paid for places,

to reimburse the builders of the theatre, which as yet knew

not that magnificence which riches and luxury afterwards

introduced. This purchasing of places began to be com-

plained of by the poorer citizens ; and therefore Pericles, out

of a pretended zeal for their interest, proposed, that a sum of

money (which had been deposited in the treasury, after the

war of Egina, when they had made a thirty years peace with

Lacederaon, and was intended as a public resource in case of

any invasion of Attica) should be distributed among the citizens,

to defray the expence of their entertainments in time of peace

only. The proposal and the restriction were both agreed to.

But as all indulgencies of this kind degenerate, sooner or

later, into licentiousness, the people began to consider this

distribution as their unalienable property. And the very

year of the Olynthiac orations, Eubulus, a popular leader of

a party opposite to Demosthenes, prevailed to have a law

passed, which forbad any man, upon pain of death, to make

a motion, or proposal of a decree, for restoring what was now
called the theatrical funds, to the military, or any other public

service. This is the law which Demosthenes here attacks.

^ About the soldiery. The laws of Solon exacted personal

service from every citizen, with the utmost rigour. Those

which the orator complains of, must have been made when the

state began to be corrupted.
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di.sposcd to serve us. When you have repealed

tliese, and rendered it consistent with safety to

advise you justly, then seek for some person to pro-

pose that decree, which * you all are sensible the

common g-ood requires. But till this he done, ex-

pect not that any man will urge your true interest,

when, for urging your true interest, you repay him

with destruction. Ye will never find such zeal,

especially since tlie consequence can be only this ;

he who offers his opinion, and moves for your

concurrence, suffers some unmerited calamity ; but

your affairs are not in the least advanced ; nay,/’

this additional inconvenience must arise, that for

the future it will appear more dangerous tol

advise you than even at present ; and the authors

of these laws should also be the authors of their

repeal. For it is not just that the public favour

should be bestowed on them, who, in framing

these laws, have greatly injured the community

;

and that the odium should full on him whose free-

® That decree, which, &c. A decree for the alieiialion of the

theatrical funds. While Eubuius's law was in force, such a

decree could not be proposed. The usefulness and necessity

of it, however, the orator ventures to insinuate; for the

penalty was not understood as extending to a man's barely

declaring his sentiments, provided he did not make the motion

in form. In the latter part of this oration, he seems to propose

another method of avoiding the ill consequences of the law of

Eubulus : and that is, that the theatrical distributions should

be still continued; but that all those who were in public

offices, and who usually received their several salaries and

appointments, should now serve the state without fee or re-

ward. The name only of these distributions would have then

remained.
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dom and sincerity arc of important service to us

all. Until these regulations be made, you are

not to think any man so great, that he may violate

these laws with impunity ; or so devoid of reason,

as to plunge himself into open and foreseen destruc-

tion.

And be not ignorant of this, Athenians ! that a

decree is of no signification, unless attended with

resolution and alacrity to execute it. For were

decrees of themselves sufficient to engage you to

perform your duty ; could they even execute the

things which they enact ; so many would not have

been made to so little, or rather to no good pur-

pose ; nor would the insolence of Philip have had

so long a date. For if decrees can punisli, he

hath long since felt all their fury. But they have

no such power ; for though proposing and resolv-

ing be first in order
;

yet, in force and efficacy,

action is superior. Let this then be your principal

concern ; the others you cannot want : for you have

men among you capable of advising, and you arc

of all people most acute in apprehending : now,
let your interest direct you, and it will be in your

power to be as remarkable for acting. What sea-

son indeed, what opportunity do you wait for, more
favourable than the present ? or when will you ex-

ert your vigour, if not now, my countrymen ? Hath
not this man seized all those places that were ours ?

should he become master of this country* too, must

* 0/ this country, &c. That is the country of Chalcis, where
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we not sink into the lowest state of infamy ? are

not tliey whom we have promised to assist^ when-

ever they are engaged in war, now attacked them-

selves ? Is he not our enemy ? is he not in pos-

session of our dominions ? is he not a barbarian ‘ ?

is he not every base thing words can express ? If

we are insensible to all this, if we almost aid his

designs ;—Heavens ! can we then ask to whom the

consequences are owing? Yes, I know full well,

we never will impute them to ourselves. Just as

in the dangers of the field : not one of those who
lly will accuse himself ; he will rather blame the

general, or his fellow«soidiers
:
yet every single

**

man that fled was accessary to the defeat : he who
blames others might have maintained his own post

;

Philip took bfo-and-thirty cities, before he laid siege to

Olynlhus. Tourreil.

* A barbarian ? This was the term of reproach which the

Greeks applied to all other nations : nor were the Macedonians

excepted. In the time of Xerxes, Alexander king of Macedon

could not be admitted into the Olympic games, until he had

proved his descent to be originally from Argos, And when he

came over from the Persian camp, to give the Greeks notice of

the motions of Mardonius, he justified his perfidy by his ancient

descent from Greece ; wliicfi he needed not to have had recourse

to, if Macedon had not then been considered as a part of the

barbarian world. Tourreil.

^ Yet every single, &c. The orator did not foresee, that in

ten years after, he himself would be guilty of this very crime ;

be branded with the name of infamy, for casting away bis

shield at the battle of Chjeronea, and have nothing to oppose

to the reproaches of his enemies, but a weak and trifling

pleasantry. Tou RREI L-

VOL. 1. F
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and had every man maintained his, success must

have ensued. Thus then, in the present case, is

there a man whose counsel seems liable to objec-

tion ? lei the next rise^ and not inveigh against

him, but declare his own opinion. Doth another

offer some more salutary counsel ? pursue it, in

the name of Heaven! But then it is not

pleasing*.'' This is not the fault of the speaker,

unless in that lie hatli"* neglected to express his af-

fection in prayers and wishes. To pray is easy,

Athenians ! and in one petition may be collected as

many instances of good fortune as we please. To
determine Justly, when affairs arc to i)C considered,

is not so easy. But what is most useful, should

* Unless in that he hath, cvc. This pussa^o, u liicii is trajislatcd

j>retty exactly from tlic original, seems, at lirst view, to have

something of a forced and uniiatiirai air. Indeed it is not pos-

sible for ns to perceive fully and clearly the strength and pro-

priety of every part of these orations. To this it would be re.

quisite to know the temper and disposition of the hearers, at

that particular time \Nlien eacli of them was delivered; and also

to have before us every thing said by other speakers in the

debate. In many places we find very plain allusions to the

speeches of other orators. And it is not unreasonable to think,

that there are other inon; obi^euie ones which escape our ob-
servation. If we snpj)ose, for inslance, that in the present

debate, before Denjo^thenes arose, some other speaker had
amused the people with tlattering hopes, with professions of

zeal and affection, with passionate exclamations, and prayers

to the gods for such and such instances of public success ;

while at the same time he neglected to point out such measures
as were fit to he pursued, or perhaps recommended pernicious

measures :—Upon such a supposition,'! say, this passage, con-

sidered as an indirect reproof of such a speaker, w ill perhaps

appear to have sufficient force and propriety.
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ever be preferred to that wlucli is agreeable, where

both cannot be obtained.

But if tiicrc be a man who will leave us the

theatrical funds, and propose other subsidies fur

the service of the war, are we not rather to attend

to him ? I grant it, Athenians ! if that man can be

found. But I should account it wonderful, if it

ever did, if it ever can happen to any man on earth,

that, while he lavishes his present possessions on

unnecessary occasions, some future funds should be

procured, to supply his real necessities. But such

proposals find a powerful advocate in the breast of

every hearer. So that nothing is so easy as to de-

ceive one’s self ; for what we wish, that we readily

believe : but such expectations arc oftentimes in-

consistent with our affairs. On this occasion, there-

fore, let your affairs direct you
;
then will you be

enabled to lake the field
; then will you have your

full pay. Ai»d men, whose judgments arc well di-

rected, and whose souls arc great, could not sup-

port the infamy whicli must attend them, if obliged

to desert any of the operations of a war, from the

want of money : they could not, after snatching up

their arms and marching against the Corinthians *

* The Corinthians. This alludes to an expedition that the

Athenians had made about an age before. Some time after the

Persian war, when the Greeks began to quarrel among them-

selves, Corinth and Megara had some dispute about their boun-

daries. The better to support their quarrel, the Megareans

quitted the Lacedemonians, and ciitcied into an alliance with

Athens. But as this state was then engaged both in Egypt and
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and Megareans*, suffer Philip to enslave the states

of Greece, through the want of provisions for their

forces.—1 say not this wantonly, to raise the re-

sentment of some among you. No; I am not so

unhappily perverse, as to study to be hated, when

no good purpose ean be answered by it : but it is

my opinion, that every honest speaker should

prefer the interest of the state to the favour of his

hearers. This (I am assured, and perhaps you need

not be informed) was the principle whicli actuated

the public conduct of those of our ancestors who
spoke in this assembly

:
(men, whom the present

set of orators are ever ready to applaud, but whose

example they by no means imitate
:) such were

Aristides, Nicias, the former Demosthenes, and

Pericles. But since we have had speakers, who,

Egina, the Corinthians imagined they would not be able to give

any assistance ; and therefore invaded the territories of Megara.

But the Athenians came immediately to the assistance of their

allies, although they were obliged to commit tlie defence of their

city to their old men and boys; and the Corinthians were re-

pulsed. Tourreil.

* Tht Megareans, This w ar happened twelve years after that

mentioned in the preceding note. The Megareans, after having

put an Athenian garrison to the sword, that was stationed in their

territory, joined with Laeedemon, and even with Corinth their

mortal enemy, against whom the Athenians had espoused their

quarrel. This state, incensed at the ingratitude of their revolt,

determined to reduce them to reason. They issued out a man-
date, directing the Megareans to abstain from cultivatiog a

piece of ground consecrated to Ceres and Proserpine ; and on

their refusing to comply, published an edict, to exclude them

frdm ail commerce in Attica ; and bound their generals by an

oath to invade their territories once every year, Tourreil.



ORATIONS, 09Ob AT. 111.3

before their public appearance, ask you :
“ What

“ do you desire ? what shall I propose ? how can
“

I oblige you the interest of our country hath

been sacrificed to momentary pleasure and popular

favour. Thus have we been distressed ;
thus have

these men risen to greatness, and you sunk into

disgrace.

And here let me entreat your attention to a sum-

mary account of the conduct of your ancestors, and

of your own. I shall mention but a few things,

and these well known ; for if you would pursue

the way to happiness, you need not look abroad

for leaders ; our own countrymen point it out.

These our ancestors, therefore, whom the orators

never courted, never treated with that indulgence

with which you arc flattered, held the sovereignty

of Greece, with general consent, five-and-forty

years • ; deposited above ten thousand talents in our

“ Five~and-Jorly years. In Wolfius’s edition it is sixty-five.

But this rc.ading is found iu other copies, and is confirmed by

the parallel passage in the oration on Regulating the Common-
wealth. The orator com])utcs from the death of Pausanias, when
the supreme command was given to the Athenians, to the begin-

ning of the Peloponnesian war. Add to this twenty-seven

years of that war, during which time the Athenians maintained

their power, though not with consent ; and the whole will be

seventy-two years complete, and part of the seventy-third year.

Agreeebly to this last calculation, Demosthenes says, in the

third Philippic, that the Athenians commanded in Greece

seventy-three years. These two accounts are thus easily recon-

ciled, by distinguisiiing the times of the voluntary and the invo-

luntary obedience of the Greeks. ToUKRBtL.
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public treasury ; kept the king of this country in

that subjection which a barbarian owes to Greeks
;

erected monuments of many and illustrious actions,

which they themselves acliieved, by land and sea

:

in a word, are the only persons who have trans-

mitted to posterity such glory as is superior to

envy. Thus great do they appear in the affairs

of Greece. Let us now view them within the

city, both in their public and private conduct.

And, first, tlie edifices which their administrations

have given us, their decorations of our temples,

and the offerings deposited by them, are so nume-

rous and so magnificent, that all the elVorts of pos-

terity cannot exceed them. Then, in private life,

so exemplary was their moderation, their adherence

to the ancient manners so scrupulously exact, that

if any of you ever discovered the house of Ari-

stides, or Miltiadcs, or any of the illustrious men of

those times, he must know that it was not dis-

tinguished by the least extraordinary splendour.

For they did not so conduct the public business as

to aggrandize themselves
; their sole great object

was to exalt the state. And thus by their faithful

attachment to Greece, by their piety to the gods,

and by that equality which they maintained among
themselves, they were raised (and no wonder) to the

summit of prosperity.

Such was the slate of Athens at that time, when
the men I have mentioned were in power. But

what is your condition, under these indulgent mi-

nisters who now direct us } Is it the same, or nearly
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the same ?—Other things I shall pass over, though

1 miglit expatiate on them. Let it only be ob-

served, that \vc are now, as you all see, left with-

out competitors
; the Lacedemonians lost ’

; the

Thebans engaged ’’ at home ; and not one of all the

other states of coiisccpience suflicicnf to dispute

the sovereignty with us. Yet at a time when we
might have enjoyed our own dominions in security,

and been the umpires in all disputes abroad, our

territories have been wrested from us ; we have

expended above one thousand five hundred talents

to no purpose ; tlie allies which we gained in war

have been lost in time of peace ; and to this degree

of power have we raised an enemy against our-

.sclves. (For let the man stand forth, who can shew

whence Philip hath derived his greatness, if not

from us.)

“
\V'ell ! if these allairs have but an unfavour-

‘‘ able aspect, yet those within the city are much

more nourishing than ever.” Where arc the

« The Lacedemonians lost. Tlic baltlos of Leuclra and Maii-

linea had enlholy destroyed their power, Tourreil.

^ Engaged, &c. In the Phocian war.

The allies, Ulpiaii andWolfius understand this of the

peace, by which tlic Atlieiiians consented that the people of

Chios, Rliodes, and Byzantium, and other revolters, should all

continue free. But it seems more natural to apply it to some

prior events ; as the taking of Pydna and Potidvea, and other

cities of Thrace, that were then subject to Athens, and which

Philip made himself master of, after he had concluded a peace

with the Athenians, in the second year ofhb reign. Tovrreil.
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proofs of this? The walls which have been whitened ?

—the ways we have repaired ?—the supplies of

water; and such trifles ? Turn your eyes ft> the

men, of whose administrations these are the fruits.

Some of whom, from the lowest state of poverty,

have arisen suddenly to affluence ; some from mean-

ness to renown ; others have made their own private

houses much more magnificent than the public edi-

fices. Just as the state hath fallen, their private

fortunes have been raised.

And what cause can we assign for tliis ? How is

it that onr affairs were once so flourishing, and

now in such disorder ? Because, formerly, the people

dared to take up arms themselves ; were them-

selves masters of those in employment ; disposers

themselves of all emoluments ; so that every citi-

zen thought himself happy to derive honours and

authority, and all advantages whatever, from the

people. But now, on the contrary, favours are all

dispensed, aflairs all transacted, by the ministers

;

Avliile you, quite enervated, robbed of your riches,

your allies, stand in the mean rank of servants and

assistants : happy if these men grant you the the-

atrical appointments, and send you scraps of the

public meaP. And, what is of all most sordid,

you hold yourselves obliged to them for that which

is your own : while they confine you within these

* Of tht public mtaL Demetrius Plialereus records a saving

of Demades^ in ridicule of the custom of distributing victuals

to the people. ** The state (said he) is now become a feeble

old woman^ that sits at home in her slippers, and sups up her

ptisan/^
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walls, lead you on gently to their purposes, and
soothe and tame you to obedience. Nor is it pos-

sible, That they, who are engaged in low and gro-

velling pursuits, can entertain great and generous

sentiments. No ! Such as their employments are,

so must their dispositions prove.—And now, I call

Heaven to witness, that it will not surprise me, if I

suffer more, by mentioning this your condition, than

tliey who have involved you in it ! Freedom of

speech you do not allow on all occasions ; and that

you have now admitted it, excites my wonder.

Blit if you will at length be prevailed on to

change your conduct ;
if you will take the fidd,

and act wortliy of Athenians ; if these redundant

sums which you receive at home be applied to the

advancement of your affairs abroad
;
perhaps, my

countrymen
!

perhaps some instance of consum-

mate good fortune may attend you, and ye may be-

come so happy as to despise those pittances, which

arc like the morsels that a physician allows his

patient. For these do not restore his vigour, but

just keep him from dying. So, your distributions

cannot serve any valuable purpose, but are just

sufficient to divert your attention from all other

things, and thus increase the indolence of every one

among you.

But 1 shall be asked, What then ! it it your

“ opinion, that these sums should pay oor army ?*’

And besides this, that the state should be re-

gulated in such a manner, that every one may hare
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his share of public business, and approve himself

an useful citizen, on what occasion soever his aid

may be required. Is it in bis power to live in

peace He will live here with greater dignity,

while these supplies prevent him from being

tempted by indigence to any thing dishonourable.

Is he called forth by an emergency like the present ?

Let him discharge that sacred duty which he owes

to his country, by applying these sums to liis sup-

port in the field. Is there a man among you past

the age of service ? Let him, by inspecting and

conducting tlie public business, regularly merit his

share of the distributions which he now receives,

without any duty enjoined, or any return made to

the community. And thus, with scarcely any al-

teration, either of abolishing or innovating, all

irregularities are removed, and the state completely

settled, by appointing one general regulation, which

shall entitle our citizens to receive, and at the same

time oblige them to takearm.s, to administer justice,

to act in all cases as their time of life and our

affairs require. But it never hath, nor could it have

been moved by me, that the rewards of the diligent

and active should be bestowed on the useless citizen ;

or that you should sit here, supine, languid, and

irresolute, listening to the exploits of some gene-

rtil’s foreign troops, (for thus it is at present)- -

Not that I would reflect on him who serves you in

any instance. But you yourselves, Athenians

!

should perform those services for which you heap

honours upon others; and not recede from that

illustrious rank of virtue, the price of ail the glo-
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rious toils of your ancestors, and by them bequeathed

to you.

Thus have I laid before you the chief points in

which I think you interested. It is your part to

embrace that opinion which the welfare of the state

in general, and that of every single member, recom-

mends to your acceptance.

END OF THE SECOND OLYNTHIAC.
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INTRODUCTION.

The prcccdinj^ oration had no further effect

uj)on the Atlienians, than to prevail on them to

send orders to Ciiaridennis, who commanded for

them at the Hellespont, to make an attempt to

relieve Olynthus. He accordingly led some forces

into Clialcis, which, in conjunction with the forces

of Olynthus, ravaged Pallene, a peninsula of Ma-
cedon, towards I’hrace, and Bottia, a country on

the confines of Chajeis, which, among other towns,

contained Pella, the capital of Macedon.

But these attempts could not divert Philip from

his resolution of reducing Olynthus, which he had

now publicly avowed. The Olynthians, therefore,

found it necessary to have once more recourse

to Athens ; and to request, that they would send

troops, composed of citizens, animated with a sin-

cere ardour for their interest, their own glory, and

the common cause.

Demosthenes, in the following oration, insists

on the importance of saving Olynthus ;
alarms his
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hearers with the apprehension of a war, which

actually threatened Attica, and even the capital;

urges the necessity of personal service ; and returns

to his charge of the misapplication of the public

money, but in such a manner as sheweth that his

former remonstrances had not the desired effect.



OLYNTHIAC THE THIRD.

Callimacho, Archou—A.R, Philip. 12.—Olympiad. 107, An. 4,

I AM persuaded, Athenians ! that you ^vould ac-

count it less valuable to possess the greatest riches %
than to have the true interest of the state, on this

emergency, clearly laid before you. It is your part,

therefore, readily and cheerfully to attend to all who
are disposed to offer their opinions. For your re-

gards need not be confined to those whose counsels

are the effect of premeditation ^

:

it is your good
fortune to have men among you, who can at once

* The greatest riches. Ulpian finds out a particular propriety

in the exordium. He observes, that, as the orator intends to

recommend to them to give up their theatrical appointments,

he prepares them for it by this observation
; and, while he is

endeavouring to persuade them to a just disregard of money,
appears as if he only spoke their sentiments.

^ Premeditation, Monsieur Tourreil admires the greatness

of mind of Demosthenes, who, though he gloried in the pains

and labour his orations cost him, was yet superior to that low

and malignant passion, which oftentimes prompts us to decry

those talents which we do not possess, I suspect, however,

that this passage was occasioned by some particular circum-

stance in the debate. Perhaps some speaker who opposed

Demosthenes might have urged his opinion somewhat dogmati-

cally, as the result of mature reflection and deliberation,

VOL. 1, G
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suj»’gest many points of moment. From opinions,

therefore, of every kind, you may easily choose that

most conducive to your interest.

And now, Athenians! the present juncture calls

upon us : we almost hear its voice, declaring loudly

that you yourselves must engage in these afl’airs, if

you have the least attention to your own security.

You entertain I know not what sentiments on this

occasion : my opinion i.s, that tl)e reinforcements

should be instantly decreed ; that they should be

raised with all possible e.vpedition ;
that so our suc-

cours may be sent from this city, and all former in-

conveniences be avoided ; and that you should send

ambassadors to notify these things, and to secure

our interests by tlieir presence. For as he is a man

of consummate polic}’, complete in the art of turn-

ing every incident to his own advantage, there is

the utmost reason to fear, that partly by conces-

sions, where they may be seasonable, partly by me-

naces, (and his menaces may * be believed,) and

partly by rendering' us and our absence suspected.

—he may tear from us something of the last im-

portance, and force it into his own service.

Those very circumstances, however, which con-

tribute to the power of Philip, are happily the most

favourable to us. For that uncontrolled command
with which he governs alt transactions, public and

secret ; his entire direction of his army, as their

leader, their sovereign, and their treasurer
; and his

* His menaces may. Sec. AltliQugh his promises could by no

means be relied on.
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diligence, in giving life to every part of it by liis

presence ; tliesc things greatly contribute to carry-

ing on a war vvitij expedition and success, but are

powerful obstacles to that accommodation which he

woulil gladly make with the Olynthians. For the

Olynthians see plainly that tlicy do not now fight

for glory, or for part of their territory, hut to defend

their state from dissolution and slavery. They
know how he rewarded those traitors of Amphipolis,

who made him master of that city, and tliose of

Pydna, who opened their gates to him. In a word,

free states, I think, must ever look with suspicion

on an absolute monarchy, but a neighbouring,mo-

narchy must double their apprehensions.

Convinced of what hath now been olTered, and

possessed with every other just and worthy senti-

ment, you must he resolved, Athenians f you must

exert your spirit, you must apply to the war, now,

if ever
;
your fortunes, your persons, your whole

pow'ers, are now demanded. There is no excuse,

no pretence left, for declining the performance of

your duty. For that which you were all ever urging

loudly, that the Olynthians should be engaged

in a war with Philip, hath now happened of itself;

and this in a manner most agreeable to our interest.

For if they had entered into this war at our per-

suasion, they must have been precarious allies, with-

out steadiness or resolution ; but as their private

injuries have made them enemies to Philip, it is

probable that enmity will be lasting, both on ac-

count of what they fear, and what they have already

o 3
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suffered. My countrymen ! let not so favourable

an opportunity escape you : do not repeat that

error which hath been so often fatal to you’. For

when, at our return from assisting the Eubceans *,

Hierax and Stratocles, citizens of Amphipolis,

mounted this gallery and pressed you to send out

your navy, and to take their city under your pro.

tection, had we discovered that resolution in our

own cause, which we exerted for the safety of Eu-

bcea, then had Amphipolis been yours, and ail those

difficulties had been avoided, in which you have been

since involved. Again, when we received advice of

the sieges of Pydna, Potidaea, Methone, Pagasae,

and other places, (for I would not detain you with

a particular recital,) had we ourselves marched with

a due spirit and alacrity to the relief of the first of

these cities, we should now find much more com-

pliance, much more humility in Philip. But by

still neglecting the present, and imagining our fu-

ture interests will not demand our care, we have

aggrandized our enemy, we have raised him to a

degree of eminence greater than any king of Mace-

don hath ever yet enjoyed.—Now we have another

opportunity. That which the Olynthians, of them-

* The Euboans. This refers to the expedition in favour of

the Euboeans against the Thebans, which is mentioned in the

note on Phil. I. page 10. 'The Athenians prepared for this

expedition in three days, according to Demosthenes ; in live,

according to iEchines. And their success was as sudden as

their preparation.

This gallery. In the original, rpSro to BITma. That emi-

nence where all the public speakers were placed, and from

whence the people were addressed on all occasions.
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selves, present to the stale; one no less considerable

than any of the former.

And in my opinion, Athenians ! if a man were

to bring the dealings of tlie gods towards us to a fair

account, though many things might appear not

quite agreeable to our wishes, yet he would ac-

knowledge that we had been highly favoured by

them ; and with great reason : for that many places

had been lost in the course of war is truly to be

charged to our own weak conduct. But that the diffi-

culties arisen from hence have not long affected us,

and that an alliance now presents itself to remove

them, if we are disposed to make the just use of it;

this I cannot but ascribe to the divine goodness.

But the same thing happens in this case as in the

use of riches. If a man be careful to save those

he hath acquired, he readily acknowledges the kind-

ness of fortune ; but if by his imprudence they be

once lost, with them he also loses the sense of gra-

titude. So in political affairs, they who neglect to

improve their opportunities, forget the favours

which the gods have bestowed ; for it is the ulti-

mate event which generally determines men's Judg-

ment of every thing precedent. And therefore all

affairs hereafter should engage your strictest care,

that, by correcting our errors, we may wipe off the

inglorious stain of past actions. But should we be

deaf to these men too, and should he be suffered to

subvert Olynthus,—say, what can prevent him

from marching his forces into whatever territox-y he

pleases r“
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[s there not a man among you, Athenians ! who

reflects by what steps Philip, from a beginning so

inconsiderable, hath mounted to this height of

power? First, lie took Amphipolis : then ho be-

came master of Pydna ; then Potidma fell ; then

Methone : then came his inroad into Thessaly

:

after this^ having disposed affairs at Phera^, at

Pagasa?, at Magnesia, entirely as he })leased, he

marched into Thrace Here, while engaged in

expelling some, and establishing other princes, he

fell sick. Again, recovering, he never turned a

moment from his course to ease and indulgence, but

instantly attacked the Olynthians. His expeditions

against the Illyrians, the Pa3onians, against Arym-

a Into Thrace, Here, while engaged, See, Tliracc Nvas in-

habited by an infinite uuinbcf of different people, mIiosc names

Herodotus hath transmitted. And be observes, that could they

have united under a single chief, or connected ihemselvcs by

interest or sentiment, they would have formed a body infinitely

superior to all their neighbours. After Teres, the Thracians

Jj;!d divers kings. This prince had two sons, Sitalces and

Sparadocus, among whose descendants various contests arose ;

till after a series of usurpations and revolutions, Seuthes reco-

vered part of the territory of his father, Maesades, and trans-

mitted the succession peaceably to Cotis the father of Cerso-

bleptes (as Demosthenes sa^s, not his brother, as Diodorus).

At the death of Cotis the divisions recommenced ; and in the

place of one king, Thrace had three, Cersoblcptes, Herisades,

and Amadocus; Cersoblcptes dispossessed the other two, and

was himself dethroned by Philip, Frontinus reports, that

Alexander, when he had conquered Thrace, brought the princes

of that country with him in his expedition into Asia, to prevent

their raising any commolioiis in iiis absence : a proof that Philip

ami Alexander had established several petty kings in Thrace,

who were vassals to Maccdon. Touureil.
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bas *, I pass all over. But I may be asked, why
this recital now ? That you may know and see

your own error, in ever neglecting some part of

your affairs, a.s if beneath your regard ; and that

active spirit with which Philip pursueth hiif designs

:

which ever fires him : and which never can permit

him to rest satisfied with those things he hath al-

ready accomplished. If then he determines firmly

and invariably to pursue his conquests ; and if we
are obstinately resolved against every vigorous and

effectual measure ; think, what consequences may
we expect ! In the name of Heaven, can any man
be so weak, as not to know, that by neglecting* this

war, w'e are transferring it from that country to our

own ? And should this happen, I fear, Athenians

!

that as they who inconsiderately borrow money
upon high interest, after a short-lived affluence are

deprived of their own fortunes ; so we, by this con-

tinued indolence, by consulting only our eaoo ana

pleasure, may be reduced tu the grievous necessity

of engagiiig in affairs the most shocking and dis-

agreeable, and of exposing ourselves in the defence

of this our native territory.

* Arymhas. He was tlie son of Alcetas, king of Epirus, and

brother to Neoptolemus, whose daughter Olympias Philip mar-

ried. About three years before the date of this oration, the

death of their father produced a dispute between the brothers

about tlie succession : Arymbas was the lawful heir
;
yet Philip

obliged him, by force of arras, to divide the kingdom with

Neoptolemus: and not contented with this, at the death of

Arymbas he found means, by his intrigues and menaces, to

prevail on the Epirots to banish his son, and to constitute

Alexander the son of Neoptolemus sole monarch. Tourbeil.
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To censure, some one may toll me, is easy, and

in the power of every man : but the true counsellor

should point out that conduct which the present

exigence demands.-—Sensible as 1 am, Athenians

!

that, when your expectations have in any instance

been disappointed, your resentment frequently falls

not on those who merit it, but on him who hath

spoken last
;

yet I cannot, from a reg-ard to my
own safety, suppress what I deem of moment to

lay before you. I say, then, this occasion calls for

a twofold armament. First, we are to defend the

cities of the Olynthians ; and for this purpose to

detach a body of forces : in the next place, in order

to infest his kingdom, we are to send out our navy

manned with other levies. If you neglect either of

these, I fear your expedition will be fruitless. For

if you content yourselves with infesting his domi-

nions, this he will endure, until he is master of

Olynthus ; and then he can with ease repel the in-

vasion : or. If yuu only send succours to the Olyn-

thians, when he sees his own kingdom free from

danger, he will apply with constancy and vigilance

to the war, and at length weary out the besieged to

a submission. Your levies therefore must be con-

siderable enough to serve both purposes. These
are my sentiments with respect to our armament.

And now as to the expence of these preparations.

You are already provided for the payment of your
forces better than any other people. This provision

is distributed among yourselves in the manner most

agreeable ; but if you restore it to the army, the sop-
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plies will be complete without any addition
;

if not,

ah addition will be necessary
; or the whole, rather,

will remain to be raised. “ How then,” (I may be

asked) " do you move for a decree to apply those

" funds to the military service ?” By no means ! it

is my opinion indeed, that an army must be raised

;

that this money really belongs to the army
; and

that the same regulation which entitles our citizens

to receive, should oblige them also to act. At pre-

sent you expend the sums on entertainments, with-

out regard to your affairs. It remains, then, that a
general contribution be raised : a great one, if a

great one be required : a small one, if such may be

sufficient. Money must be found : without it no-

thing can be effected : various schemes are proposed

by various persons : do you make that choice which

you think most advantageous ; and while you have

an opportunity, exert yourselves in the care of your

interests.

It is worthy * your attention to consider how the

* It is worthy, &c. Hitherto the orator has painted Philip in

all his terrors. He is politic, and vigilant, and intrepid: he has

risen gradually to the highest pitch of power ; and is now ready

to appear before the walls ofAthens, ifhe is not instantlyopposed.

But lest this description should dispirit the Athenians, he is now

represented in a quite different manner. His power is by no

means real and solid ; his allies are prepared to revolt ; his king-

dom is threatened with war and desolation ; and he is just ready

to be crushed by the very first effort that is made to distress him.

But as it was necessary that the danger to which they were ex-

posed, should make the deepest impression upon the minds of his

hearers, he returns to his farmer description, and concludes with
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afluirs of Philip are at this time circumstanced. For

they are by no means so well disposed, so very

flourishing, as an inattentive observer would pro-

nounce. Nor would he have engaged in this war

. at all, had he thought he should have been obliged

to maintain it. He hoped that the moment he ap-

peared, all things would fall before him. But these

hopes were vain. And this disappointment, in the

first place, troubles and dispirits him. Then the

Thessalians alarm him ; a people remarkable for

their perfidy * on all occasions, and to all persons.

And just as they have ever proved, even so he finds

them now. For they have resolved in council to

demand the restitution of Pagasm, and have opposed

his attempt to fortify Magnesia ; and I am informed

that for the future he is to be excluded from their

ports and markets, as these conveniences belong

to the states of Thessaly, and are not to be inter-

cepted by Philip. And should he be deprived of
such a tunu or vrcalth, he must be greatly straiten-

ed to support his foreign troops. Besides this, wc

the dreadful image of a formidable enemy, ravaging their ler>

ritoiy and shutting them up within their walls.

• 'fheir perfidy. This people had a bad character from the

earliest times, so as to become even proverbial ; and Greece,

and Athens particularly, had experienced their want of faith

on very important occasions. They invited Xerxes into Greece,

and were not ashamed to join Mardontus after the battle of

Salamis, and to serve him as guides in his invasion of Atlica

;

and in the beat of the battle between Athens and Sparta, they

on a sudden deserted their allies, the Athenians, and Joined the

enemy. Sec Thucyd. Book I. Tourkeil.
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must suppose that the Paionians and the Illyrians,

and all the others, would prefer freedom and inde-

pendence to a state of slavery. They are not ac-

customed to subjection ; and the insolence of this

man, it is said, knows no bounds : nor is this im-

probable, for great and unexpected success is apt

to hurry weak minds into extravagancies. Hence it

often proves much more dilRcult to maintain ac-

quisitions, than to acquire. It is your part, there-

fore, to reg'ard the time of his distress as your most

favourable opportunity : improve it to the utmost ;

send out your embassies ; take the field yourselves,

and excite a general ardour abroad
; ever considering

how readily Philip would attack us, if he were fa-

voured by any incident like this, if a war had

broken out on our borders. And would it not

be shameful to want the resolution to bring that

distress on him, which, had it been equally

in his power, he certainly would have made you

feel

!

This too demands your attention, Athenians

!

that you are now to determine whether it be most

expedient to carry the war into his country, or to

fight him here. If Olynthus be defended, Macedon

will be the seat of war ; you may harass his king-

dom, and enjoy your own territories free from ap-

prehensions. But should that nation be subdued

by Philip, who will oppose his marching hither?

will the Thebans? let it not be thought severe

when I affirm that they will join readily in the in-
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vasion*. Will, the Pliocians ? a people scarcely

able‘ to defend their own country, without your as-

sistance. Will any others'

"

But, Sir,” cries

some one, “ he would make no such attempt,”

—

This would be the greatest of absurdities ; not to

execute those threats, when he hath full power,

which, now when they appear so idle and extra-

vagant, he yet dares to utter. And I think you arc

not yet to learn how great would be the diflference

between our engaging him here, and there. Were
we to be only thirty days abroad, and to draw all

the necessaries of the camp from our own lands,

even were there no enemy to ravage them, the

damage would, in my opinion, amount to more than

the whole expense of the late war Add then the

presence of an enemy, and how greatly must the

* Join readily in the invasion. The reason of Thebes's hatred

to Athens have been already assigned See note on Olynth.

II, p. GO.

** Scarcely able, Ac. The Phocians were at this time reduced

to a very low state, by a continued series of ill success in the

sacred war. Philomelus and Onomarchus had perished

;

Phayllus and Phalecus, their successors had been frequently

defeated ; and the Thebans were continually gaining advantages

over them* Tourreil.

* Willany Mers? He avoids all mention of the Thessalians

;

because he had just shewed that they were ilbaffected to Philip,

and therefore might be supposed willing to join with the Athe-

nians.

^ OJ the late war. That is, their expedition into Thrace, in

order to recover Amphipolis, which, according to the calculation

of iEsebines, cost them 1500 talents, Tourrkil.
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calamity be increased ? but, further, add the infamy:

and to those who judge rightly, no distress can be

more grievous than the scandal of misconduct.

It is incumbent, therefore, upon us all, (justly

influenced by these considerations,) to unite vigo-

rously in the common cause, and repel the danger

that threatens this territory. Let the rich exert

themselves on this occasion ; that by contributing a

small portion of their affluence, they may secure

the peaceful possession of the rest. Let those who
are of the age for military duty ; that by learning the

art of war in Philip’s dominions, they may become
formidable defenders of their native land. Let our

orators ; that they may safely submit their conduct

to the public inspection. For your judgment of

their administrations will ever be determined by the

event of things. And may we all contribute to

render that favourable

!

END OF THE THIRD OLYNTHIAC.
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INTRODUCTION.

The Athenians sent those succours to Olynthus,

which were recommended in ll»e preceding oration.

But they could not defend that state against its do-

mestic enemies ; for the year following, two of its

citizens, Lasthenes and Euthycrates, betrayed the

city to Philip. He rased it, threw part of the in-

habitants in chains, sold another part, and distin-

guished the two traitors only by the cruelty of their

death. His two brothers, who had been harboured

in Olynthus, he also sacrificed to his jealousy and

revenge.

These events, no less than the repeated instances

of Demosthenes, prevailed on the Athenians to de-

clare war against Philip in form. Hitherto he had

kept some measures with them, and had sought

various pretences for glossing over his hostilities

;

but now he fell with the utmost fury upon all their

tributary states, and obliged Demosthenes to ap-

pear once more in the assembly, to persuade the

Athenians to defend the Islanders, and their colo-

nies which lay upon the Hellespont. But scarcely

liad the war been declared, when the vigour of

their enemy, and their own fickleness and indo-

VOL. I. H
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lence, made them weary of it. Ctesiplion and

Phrynon were sent to sound Philip’s dispositions

towards a separate peace. Tliis was as lie could

wish. The Phocian war was at present the object

of his views : and his arts had just regained the

Thessalians over to the confederacy, who had been

prevailed on to stand neuter. To the Athenian

ministers, therefore, he made such professions, that

Demosthenes and nine others were sent to negotiate

the peace ;
who proceeded as far as they were au-

thorised, and returned with Antipater, Parmenio,

and Eurylochus, on the part of Philip. Amba.ssa-

dors were sent, soon after, from Athens, with full

powers to conclude the treaty. In the first of these

embassies, Demosthenes had met with some Athe-

nian prisoners in Macedon, whom he promised to

redeem at his own expense, and took this oppor-

tunity to perform it, while his colleagues, in the

mean time, were to proceed with all expedition, in

order to conclude with Philip. Three months

elapsed, however, before they came to an audience

with the king, who was all this time making himself

master of those places in Thrace, which the Athe-

nians claimed as their right. At last the terms of

the treaty were agreed to ; but by affected delays,

and by corrupting the ambassadors, he found means

to defer the execution of it, until he had advanced

his troops into Thessaly, in order to proceed against

the Phocians. He then concluded the peace ; and

on their return, the ambassadors who had conducted
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llie treaty (and TEschines in particular) expatiated

upon his candour and sincerity. They declared,

(at the very time when he was givinj^ Thebes the

most solemn assurances tliat he would exterminate

the Phocians,) that his sole views were to screen

this people from the fury of their enemies, and to

controul the insolence of (he Thebans. They also

vouched for his performing several things in favour

of the state, not formally stipulated in the treaty.

Thus were the Athenians amused, and Philip suf-

fered to pass the streights of Thermopylm, and to

pursue his march into Phocis.

His reputation and approach struck such a terror

into the Phocians, that although they received a

reinforcement of a thousand Spartans, they yet

sent to treat, or rather to submit. He allowed

Phalecus with eight thousand mercenaries to retire

into Peloponnesus ; but the rest, who were inha-

bitants of Phocis, were left at his mere}'. The dis-

posal of these he referred to the Amphictyons, from

an affected regard to the authority of an assembly

composed of the representatives of the states of

Greece. They thundered out the severest decrees

against this wretched people. Among other things,

it was enaf^ted, that they should lose their seat in

the Amphicl^onic council, and that the double

voice which they had enjoyed in it should be trans-

ferred to Philip ;
who, by the same resolution,

gained the superintendency of the Pythian games,

h2
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which the Corinthians forfeited by taking part with

the Phocians.

The Athenians had not been present at Philip’s

election into this council ; and probably to avoid

all opposition he had assembled only such Amphic-

tyons as were devoted to his interest. He thojight

it proper, however, to send circular letters to the

absent states, inviting them to assemble at Delphos,

and to ratify his election.

Athens, among others, received the invitation ;

and as Philip’s ambitious designs could be no

longer concealed, many were for violent measures.

The proposal raised a ferment in the assembly;

which seems to hare breathed nothing but indigna-

tion and opposition. On this occasion, Demos-

thenes thought it his duty to moderate their heat

;

and, in the following oration, endeavours to pre-

vent their being betrayed into any rash and impru-

dent measures.
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Archia, Arclion—A. R. Philip. 15.—Olympiad. 108, An. 3.

Athenians !

I SEE that this debate must be attended with many
difficulties and great commotion : not only because

many of our interests are already given up, and
therefore unnecessary to be now laid before you

;

* I shall here lake the liberty to transcribe a remark from
the authors of the Universal History.

Libanius and Photius had taken pains to prove that the oration

to which we refer above, ought not to be ascribed to Demos-
tlienes. We might well enough defend ourselves, by alleging, that

it has been generally esteemed his, and, as such, has constantly

maintained its place in his works. This would be suiHcient for

our purpose; but, in truth, the arguments on which the opposite

sentiment is built, are so easily overturned, that wc might be

justly blamed for neglecting so favourable an occasion of setting

this point in its true light. Demosthenes (say those who will not

allow this oration to be his) charged ABschines with betraying his

country, on account of his recommending warmly a peace with

Philip ; they cannot therefore think, that Demosthenes would

run openly into those measures which he had so lately and so

warmly decried ; or that he, who on every other occasion singly

opposed Philip, and ran all hazards to bring him into odium with

the people, should now be single on the other side, and attempt

to cross the disposition of the Athenians, in favour of peace and

Philip. These objectors forget that Demosthenes was a patriot

as well as an orator; that he did not pursue Philip with impla-

cable hatred, because he was king of Macedon, but because he
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but because it is impossible to agree on such expe-

dients us may secure what yet remain ; but that a

variety of clashing opinions must divide the assem-

bly. Then, to advise, is naturally a difficult and

distressing part. But you, Athenians ! have ren-

dered it yet more distressing : for all other people

naturally seek counsel while atfairs are yet depend-

ing ;
you deliberate, when the event hath made it

too late. Hence hath it happened, through the

whole course of my observation, that the man who

arraigns your conduct is heard with esteem, and his

sentiments approved
;

yet have your affairs ever

miscarried, and the objects ofyour deliberations have

all been lost. But although this be too true, still

I am persuaded, (and from this persuasion I arose

thought him both willing and able to obstruct the designs of

Athens, and even to reduce her, from that splendid pre-eminence

which she now held in Greece, to the ordinary rank of a state, in

name free, but in truth dependent upon him : this was the motive

of Demosthenes* heat on other occasions; and the motive to his

coolness now was the strict alliance between Philip and the other

Grecian states, which rendered it a thing impracticable forAthens

to contend with him and them, alone. Besides, as he rightly ob*

serves in the harangue, it would have been ridiculous for those

who refused to enter into an equal war for rich cities and fertile

provinces, to have rushed suddenly into a most unequal contest

about an empty title, or, as he emphatically expresses it. To

take away the shadow of Delp%08 from him who was master of

Delphos itself. We therefore acknowledge this to be the ora-

tion of Demosthenes, because he was worthy of it.

It is scarcely worth while to take notice of a small mistake in

this remark. Libanius does not deny that Demosthenes was

the author of this oration. He allows it to have been written by

him, but is of opinion that he never ventured to pronounce it.



Orat. V.] ORATIONS. 108

to speak,) that if you will put an end to tumult and

opposition, and grant me that attention which be-

comes those who are consulting for their country,

and upon so important an occasion ; I have some

points to urge, some measures to propose, which

may serve our present interests, and repair our past

miscarriages.

Sensible as I am, Athenians ! that to expatiate

on those counsels one hath formerly given, and to

speak of one’s self, is the most successful artifice of

those who dare to practise such artifice
;
yet to me

it is so odious, so detestable, that although I see it

necessary, yet I loath it. However, it will assist

your judgment, I presume, on this occasion, if you

recall to mind something of what I formerly have

mentioned. You may remember, that during

the disorders of Euboea, when certain persons per-

suaded you to assist Plutarchus *, and to undertake

• To astist Plutarchus. Philip had long regarded Euboea as

very proper, by its situation, to favour the designs he meditated

agaiust Greece. He therefore took pains to form a party in the

island, and fomented divisions and tactions in the several states

of which it was composed. Plutarch the governor of Eretna,

one of the principal cities of Euboea, applied to the Athenians

for assistance against some attempts of Philip, and obtained it

;

but afterwards (having probalrfy been gained over to Philip’s

party) he took up arms against the very auxiliaries he. had in-

vited. But this perfidy did not disconcert Phocion who com-

manded them. He gained a victory over the Macedonians, and

drove Plutarch out of Eretria. Phocion was afterwards re-

called, and Molossus, his successor in this war, was defeated

and taken prisoner by Philip. Tourkril*
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an inglorious and expensive war; I was the first,

the only one, who rose up to oppose it, and scarcely

escaped their fury, who for a trifling gain were

urging you to many highly pernicious measures-

In a little time, when the load of infamy had fallen

upon you, and that you had suffered sucli treat-

ment as no people ever received from those they

had assisted
;
you were all made sensible of the

iniquity of your seducers, and the justness and in-

tegrity of my counsels. Again, when I saw Neo-

ptolemus the player ’ (in that full security which his

profession gave liiin) involving the state in the

greatest distress, and in all his public conduct de-

voted to Philip ; I appeared, and warned you of

the danger ; and this from no secret motive, no

private enmity ^ no officious baseness, as the event

itself discovered. But it is not the defenders of

Neoptolcmus that I accuse, (for he was not depend-

ing on a single one,) but you yourselves ; for had

you been spectators in the theatre, not engaged in

affairs of the highest and most intimate concern-

ment to the public, you could not have heard him

with more indulgence, nor me with more resent-

‘ Neopfokmua the player. This Neoptolcmus was also a great

tragic poet, tliougli tliu orator only mentions the less honourable

distinction. Not that the profession of a player was held in dis

esteem in Greece. Players were the favourites of princes, and

were raised to the highest employments in the state. This very

man was nominated, the year before, one of the ten ambassadors

that were to conclude the peace with Philip. Tourreil.

•> \o private enmity, &c. Probably, this is a repetition of

the very words of Ncoplolemus’s party.



ORATIONS. 105Orat. V.]

mcnt. And now you all know, that he who then

went over to tlic enemy, pretending to collect some

debts, that he might bring them hither, (as he said,)

to enable him to serve the state
;
that he who was

perpetually inveighing against the cruelty of accu-

sing- a man for thus transferring his effects from that

country hither ; the moment that a peace freed him

from all apprehensions, converted that estate * into

money, wliich he acquired here, and brought it off

with him to Philip.

These two instances which I have produced,

shew with what fidelity and truth I spoke on those

occasions. I shall mention one, and but one more,

and then proceed to the point now to be debated.

When we had received the solemn ratification of

the treaty, and that the embassy returned home

;

when certain persons assured you, thatThespia and

Platsea were to be repeopled *’

; that, if Philip be-

® That estate^ The text has it, waiar fartpdr. The Athenians

distinguished two sorts of goods or estates : apparent

^

by which

they understood lands ; and not apparent

,

that is^ money ^ slaves,

moveables, &c.
^ That Thespia and Plateea were to be repeopkd. Thespia had

been rased by the Thebans, under Epaniinoiidas, Plataea had

been twice destroyed by them; once, when Arehidarous, king

of Sparta, obliged the Plataeans to surrender at discretion, in

the fifth year of the Peloponnesian war. The Thebans, who
were then joined with Lacedemon, insisted that tliey should be

exterminated. The treaty of Antalcidas restored them; but

this did not last long; for three years before the battle of

I.4:iictra, the Thebans reduced them to their former wretched

state, because tliey refused to join with theiii against the Lace-

deiuotuuus. TouRRJ^iiL*
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came master of the Phocians, he would spare them ;

that Thebes was to submit to his regulation *
; that

Oropus ^ was to be ours ; that Euboea should be

given up* to us^ as an equivalent for Amphipolis;

with other such insidious promises^ which^ in spite

of interest, of justice, and of honour, drove you to

abandon Phocis : I never attempted to deceive you ;

I was not silent; no, you must remember 1 declared

that I knew of none, that I expected none of these

things ; but thought that whoever mentioned them

could scarcely be serious.

And these instances of my superior foresight I do

by no means ascribe to any extraordinary penetra-

tion ; 1 speak it not from boasting or arrognuce

;

• That Thtbes was to submit to his regulation. In the Greek

it is administraturum. Philip made use of this soft

expression, to persuade the Athenians that he would reduce

the Thebans to reason, and put it out of their power to under-

take any act of outrage or injustice ; and at the same time to

avoid alarming the Thebans, or alienating them from his party.

Wolfius thinks, that iiOiutTf is put for and translates it

dissipaturum^ that he would exterminate the Thebes. But

I cannot think that lie would have expressed himself in a

manner so harsh, and so likely to make the Thebans his

enemies. Tourreil.
^ That Oropus, &c. This city had been taken from the

Athenians, the third year of the 103d Olympiad, by Themision,

the tyrant of Eretria, and afterwards put into the hands of the

Thebans. Their mutual pretensions to this city had ofrentimes

embroiled these two states. Tourrbil.
« Eubeea should be given up, &c. For he had by this time

gained a great authority in that island, and stationed his garri-

sons ill most of its cities.
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nor do 1 pretend to any superiority but what arises

from these two causes ; The first is fortune, which

I find more powerful than all the policy and wis-

dom of man ; the other, that perfect disinterested-

ness with which my judgments are ever formed : so

that no man can hold out any advantage to my
view, to influence my public conduct. Hence it is,

that, on all occasions of debate, your true interest

strikes my eye directly. But when a bribe is, as it

were, cast into one scale, it then preponderates, and

forces down the judgment with it ; so that it is not

possible that a person, thus influenced, can ever

ofler good and salutary counsel.

And now, to give my sentiments on the present

occasion :—Whether subsidies, or alliances, or what-

ever schemes are concerting for the public good,

one point must be secured ; the continuance of the

present peace. Not that it is so very excellent, or

so worthy of you : but, of what kind soever it may
be, it were more for the interest of your affairs that

it had never been concluded, than that now when it

is concluded, you should infringe it; for we have

suffered ourselves to be deprived of many advan-

tages, which would have given our arms much more

security and strength.

In the next place, we must be careful not to

drive those to extremities, who are now assembled,

and call themselves the council of Amphictyons

;

nor to afford them a pretence for a general war

against us. Were we again engaged with Philip
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for AmphipoUs, or any such private matter of dis-

pute, in which neither Thessalians, nor Argians,

nor Thebans, were concerned ; in my opinion, none

of these would join against us ; and, least of all,

^let me be heard out without interruption

the Thebans ; not that they wish well to us, or

would not willingly recommend themselves to Phi-

lip ; but they are perfectly sensible, (however mean

their understandings may be thought,) that were

(hey to engage in a war with you, the evils would

all fail on them *
; the advantages others would lie

ready to intercept. They would therefore never be

betrayed in such a quarrel, unless the cause were

general. In like manner, another war with the

Thebans for Oropus, or any such private cause,

could not, I think, distress us : for there are those

who would either join with us or them, to repel an

invasion, but in offensive measures would concur

with neither. 'Phis is the true nature, the very spi-

rit of alliances. There are none so much attached

to us or Thebes, as to desire that we should main-

tain our own power and triumph over our compe-

titor. To be secure, they would all wish us for

their own sakes ;
but that either of us should reduce

the other to subjection, and so be enabled to give

law to them, not one would bear.

Where then lies the danger ? What are you to

• Tllie tvih would all fall on them, &c. Sparta only waited

for this rupture, to assert its power once more. And from

Philip’s former conduct it appeared very plainly., that he knew

how to avail himself of such a f|uarrel.
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guard against ? that general pretence for uniting

against us^ which the war now in agitation may
afford the states. For if the Argiaiis *, and the

Messenians, and the Mcgalopolitans, and sucfi other

of the Peloponnesians as are in the same interest,

should make it a cause of quarrel, that we have

sought a treaty with tlie Lacedemonians, and seem

to have favoured their designs '*
: if the Thebans,

incensed as they are said to be at present, should

become yet more incensed at our harbouring their

exiles *, and taking every occasion of declaring our-

selves implacably averse to them ; if the Thessa-

lians shonid resent our reception of the fugitive

Phocians, and Philip our opposing his admission

into the council of Amphictyons ; 1 fear, that, to re-

® For if the Argians, Sic* When the Spartan power was

broken by Thebes, these people, who had been dependent on

Sparta, asserted their freedom. This occasioned some contests

which still subsisted, and in which the Spartans were favoured

by Athens. Tourreil.
^ To have favoured their designs. See. The designs of the

Lacedemonians, of reducing these people to their former subjec-

tion.—Tourreil translates “ to approve.*' Suidas

renders it stronger, ‘‘ to forward, to promote;"
“ significat aliquid ab altero accipere, quod ipse deinde trac-

tandum suscipias." Wolfius appRes ixiuok to the Argians,

Sec. and translates the passage thus, “ propter acta qusedani

sua impedita." But 1 have chosen the other interpretation as

the most natural.

* At our harbouring their exiles. Many of the cities of Boeotia

favoured the Phoaans in the sacred war. But when this war

was ended, and the Thebans became masters of these cities,

Uiey treated the inhabitants with great cruelty, and obliged

them to take shelter $it Athens.
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venge these private quarrels, they may use the au-

thority of this council, to give sanction to a general

war against us ; and in the violence of resentment,

forget even their own interest, as it happened in the

Phocian war. You are not ignorant that the The-

bans and Philip, and the Thessalians, although they

had by no means the same views, have yet all con-

curred in the same scheme of conduct. The The-

bans, for instance, were not able to hinder Philip

from passing, and becoming master of Thermopylae,

nor from coming in, after all their toils, and depriv-

ing them of the glory
;

(for as to possessions *, and

the acquisition of territories, the Thebans have

succeeded happily; but in point of honour and

reputation they have suffered most shamefully).

If Philip did not pass, they were to expect nothing ;

it was highly disagreeable to them
;
yet for the sake

of Orchomenus and Coronea ^ which they greatly

desired, but were not able to take, they chose to

endure all this. And yet there are persons who
dare to assert that Philip did not surrender these

cities to the Thebans freely, but was compelled.

Away with such pretences ! I am satisfied that this

was equally his concern with the gaining the

Streigths, the glory of the war, the honour of de-

ciding it, and the direction of the Pythian games

;

and these were the greatest objects of his most ear-

nest wishes. As to the Thessalians, they neither

« A$ to poBBessions, Ait Phocis was given up to them

immediatelj after the war,

^ Orehoi^uB and Coronaa, See. The Phocians had taken

these two cities from them the year before. ^
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desired to see the Thebans aggrandized, nor Philip ;

(for in their power they saw danger to themselves ;)

but two things they greatly desired, a seat in the

council * of Amphictyons, and the wealth of Del-

phos ; and thence were they induced to join in the

confederacy. Thus you may observe that private

interest oftentimes engages men in measures quite

opposite to their inclinations. And therefore it is

your part to proceed with the utmost caution.

“ What then !” saith some one, “ shall these ap-
“ prehensions make us yield to his demands.^ is this

your motion ?” Not at all ! I only mean to shew

you, how you may maintain your dignity, avoid a

war, and approve your moderation and justice to

the world. As to those violent men who think we
should brave all dangers, nor foresee the difficulties

attending upon arms, I wish them to consider this.

We allow the Thebans to possess Oropus ; were

we asked the motive
;
we should answer, To avoid

a war. In like manner, by the present treaty, we
yield Amphipolis to Philip ; we sulTer the Cardians

to be distinguished from the other inhabitants of

the Chersonesus ; the king of Caria to possess Chios,

* A seat in the council, &c. Of which they had been de-

prived by the Phocians making themselves masters of Delphos,

where this council assembled.

We stiffer the Cardians to be distinguished, &c. This is

explained in the introduction to the oration on the state of the

Chersonesus.

* The king of Caria. Mausolus, king of that country, had

assisted these islands against Athens, in the social war; and



112 DEMOSTHENES’ ORATIONS. [Orat. V.

and Cos, and Rhodes ; and the Byzantines ’ to cruize

for prizes ; and this, because we think that peace

and tranquillity will produce more advantages than

violence and contests about the.se points. And if

thus directed in our conduct towards each parti-

cular state, and where our interest is highly and

intimately concerned, it would be perfect weakness

and absurdity to provoke the resentment of them

all for a shadow **.

when, at the conclusion of this war, the Athenians were obliged

to declare them free and independent, their ally made himself

master of them. Upon the death of Mausolus, his wife Arte-

misia maintained his dominion in these new-conqncred islands.

She survived her husband but two years, and was succeeded by

her brother Hidrieas, who reigned in Caria at the time that this

oration was pronounced. Tourreil#

* And (he Byzantines^ Arc. These people had also revolted

from the Athenians, and joined with the islanders in the social

war:—How far, or onwhat pretence, they were suffered to commit

those outrages upon the seas, does not appear. Tourreil.

** For a shadow. In the Greek, riip b (rxtoif,/or a

shadow in Delphos, That is, for an empty title of Amphictyon,

or of a protector of the temple of Delphos.

END OF THE ORATION ON THE PEACE.
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The Greeks thought it proper to conlirni, or at

least not to oppose Philip’s admission into the

council of Ainphictyons, where he immediately

assumed a despotic power. In every enterprise he

armed himself with one of their decrees, and under

pretence of executing them, made a merit of op-

[jrcssing several states of Greece.

The Thebans opened him an entrance into

l^elo[)onncsus^ wherc^ from their inveterate hatred

to the J Lacedemonians, they were constantly foment-

ing divisions. They solicited Philip to join with

them, the Messenians, and the Argians^ to reduce

the power of JLacedemon, which, without any right

but that of the strongest, had erected itself into a

kind of sovereignty, to the prejudice of the neigh-

bouring states. Philip willingly listened to an

overture which agreed so well with his own views.

He proposed, or rather dictated a decree, to the

Amphictyons, that the Lacedemonians should sulfer

Argos and Messene to enjoy an absolute indepen-

dence
; and under the pretence of supporting their

authority, at the same time marched a great body

of forces towards those parts.

i2
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The Lacedemonians, justly alarmed, a|>plicd to

Athens for succour; and strongly urged by their

ambassadors the conclusion of a league, which was

necessary for their common safety. All the powers

interested in crossing this league, used their utmost

diligence to that end. Philip, by his ministers,

represented to the Athenians, that they could not

with justice declare against him ; and that if he had

not come to a rupture with the Thebans, he had

in this done nothing contrary to his treaty with

Athens. And this indeed was true, with respect to

the public articles of the peace
;
whatever private

assurances he might have given their ambassadors.

The representatives of Thebes, Argos, and Messene,

pressed the Athenians on their part, and reproached

them with having already too much favoured the

Lacedemonians, those enemies of Thebes, and

tyrants of Peloponnesus. The strength of those

remonstrances somewhat staggered the Athenians.

They were unwilling to break with Philip; and

then, on the other hand, could not but see danger

to themselves in the ruin of Lacedemon. They
were therefore in doubt what answer to give to the

Lacedemonian ambassadors : on which occasion

Demosthenes pronounced the following oration.
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Athenians !

\Vhen (lie hostile attempts of Philip, and those

outraj^eous violations of the peace, which is per-

petually committing, are at any time the subject of

our debates ;
the speeches on your side 1 find hu-

mane and just *
;
and that the sentiments of those

* Humane andJust, An t)pposilioii to Uie growing power of

iMate<Ion, the orator ever alFccts to conskier as the can.se of

libertv, of justice, and of CJrcecc. The interest of the nation,

that of the whole asseiiihlage of the Grecian states, was, pro

fesseilly, the first great ohject of regard to every intMuber of

every comnuiiiity. This was tlieir most extensi\e atfectioii.

file distinction of Cireek and Barbarian precluded the rest of

mankind from a just share in their philanthropy. At least, it

was not generally considered as a duty, to extend their benevo-

lence farther tlian the boumlaries .of their nation. These in-

cluded all that were really con.sidcre<l of the same kind. And
hrnce it is, as I conceive, tliat the love of their countrymen was
called, by the most extensive term, the love of mankind. The
word, therefore, in the original, which is rendered

humaiie, tlie translator understooil as e.xpressive of a regard to

the general welfare of Greece. Nor was it ow ing to any design

of eoneoaling his ignorance, that this explanation was not ori-

ginally allowed a place in the notes on this oration. What is,

or is imagined to be, clear to us, we are apt to flatter oursehes

must, at first glance, appear to others exactly in the same light.

Jnst as we sumetiincs snjipose that the difliculty we ourselves

cannot conquer, is, in itself, absolutely insuperable.
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who invoigh against Philip never fail of approba-

tion : blit as to the necessary measures
; to speak out

plainly, not one hatli been pursued, nor any thing

effected even to reward the attention to these

harangues. Nay, to such circumstances is our state

reduced, that the more fully and evideniiy a man
proves that Philip is acting contrary to his treaty,

and harboni ing designs against CJreece, the greater

is his difficulty in pointing out your duty.

Tlic reason is this. They who aspire to an e.\-

truvagant degree of power, arc to be opposed by

force and action, not by speeches : and yet, in the

first place, we public speakers arc unwilling to

recommend or to propo.se any thing to this purpose,

from the fear of your displeasure ; but confine our-

selves to general representations of the grievous, of

the outrageous nature of his conduct, and the like.

Then, you who attend, are better qualified than

Philip, either to plead the justice of your cause ; or

to apprehend it, when enforced by others : but as

to any effectual opposition to his present designs,

in this you are entirely inactive. You sec then the

consequence, the necessary, the natural consequence;

each of you excels in that which hath engaged your

time and application : he, in acting
;
you, in speak-

ing. And if, on this occasion, it be sufficient that

we speak with a superior force of truth and justice,

this may be done with the utmost ease : but if we

are to consider how to rectify our present disorders,

how to guard against the danger of plunging inad-

vertently into still greater ; against the progress of
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a power which may at last hear down all opposition ;

then must our debates proceed in a different manner;

and all they who speak, and all you who attend,

must prefer the best and most salutary measures to

( lie easiest and most af5
;reeablc.

First, then, Athenians ! if tlicrc be a man who

feels no apprehensions at the view of Philip’s power,

and tlie extent of his conquests ;
wiio iman^ines that

these portend no dang'er to the state, or that his de-

signs arc not at all aimed against you ; I am amazed!

and must entreat the attention of you all, while I

explain those reasons hrielly, which induce me to

entertain different expectations, and to regard Phi-

lip as our real enemy ; that if I appear to have

looked forward with the more penetrating eye, you

may join with me; if they, who are thus secure

and confident in this man, you may yield to their

direction.

In the first place, therefore, 1 consider the acqui-

sitions made by Philip when the peace was just con-

cluded ; Thermopylae, and the command of Phocis.

What use did he make of these He chose to

serve the interest of Thebes, not that of Athens.

And why ^ As ambition is his great passion, uni-

versal empire the sole object of his views ; not peace,

not tranquillity, not any just purpose ; he knew this

well, that neither our constitution nor our principles

would admit him to prevail upon you (by any

thing he could promise, by any thing he cpiold do),

to sacrifice one state of Greece to your pjlrote in-
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terest: but that, as you have the due regard to jus-

tice, as you have an abhorrence of the least stain

upon yonr honour, and as you liave that quick dis-

cernment which nothing can escape ; tlie moment

his attempt was made, you would oppose him with

the same vigour as if you yourselves had been im-

mediately attacked. The Thebans, he supposed

(and the event confirmed his opinion), would, for

the sake of any private advantage, suffer him to act

towards others as he pleased ; and far from opposing

or impeding his designs would be ready at his

command to fight upon his side. From the same

persuasion he now heaps his favours upon the Mes-

senians and Argians. And this reflects the greatest

lustre upon you, my countrymen ! for by these pro-

ceedings you are declared the only invariable as-

sertors of the rights of Greece ; the only persons,

whom no private attachment, no views of interest,

can seduce from their affection to the Greeks.

And that it is with reason he entertains these

sentiments of you, and sentiments so different of

the Thebans and the Argians ; he may be con-

vinced, not fronj the present only, but from a re-

view of former times. For be must have been in-

formed, I presume, he cannot but have heard, that

your ancestors, when, by submitting to the King;

they might have purchased the sovereignty of

Greece, not only scorned to listen, when Alexander*,

* When Alexander

^

Ac. 'file reader may find the history here

alluded to in the eiglith and ninth books of Herodotus. The ex-

pressions in the original are as contemptuous as possible, o ;
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Uii.s man’s anco.stor, was made the messenger of such

terms, but chose to abandon their city, encountered

every possible difficulty ; and after all this, per-

formed such exploits, as men are ever eager to

recite, yet with the just force and dignity no man
ever could express : and therefore it becomes me to

be silent on this subject
;

for in reality their ac-

tions are superior to the power of words. As to

tlie ancestors of the ’riicbans and the Argians, the

one, he knows, fought for the Barbarian ; the others

did not oj)posc him', lie knew then, that both

or as some editions have it, i tutu> the ancestor of these

iv! riches the Macedonians ; and then, not atnbassado?’,

bill KHI Y5, herald or crier, the slave or menial officer of his

master Mardofiius. Avee le litre d’ambassadeur (as Toiirreil

translates it) suggests the honourable idea which Deiiiostlienes

takes such pains to keep out of view*

* The one, he knoivs, fovght for the Barbarian ; the others

did not oppose him. The readiness with which the Thebans

granted earth and water, the tokcusof subniission, to the Persian,

(he regret with which they joined Leonidas at Thermopylie,

their joining openly with Xerxes, when his arnisiiad the appear-

ance of success, and otlier circumstances, conhrnied by the

united testimony of liistorians, all warrant the assertion of

Demosthenes. The Argians were engaged to a neutrality, by

an artifice of the Persians, who pretended to derive their descent

from Perseus, the son of Acrisius, one of the kings of Argos.

This pretence, how gross soever, was sullicient fora people who

chose to be deceived ; and would not reflect that this monarchy

had not the title of Persian till the reign of Cyrus. Their infi-

delity to the cause of Greece they concealed under the veil of

ambition
; for they professed themselves ready to concur in the

common defence, provided that (hey were admitted to an ctpial

share of the command with Lacedeiuon ; which proposal was

rejected, as they desired. Toukreil.
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tlie.se people would attend hut to their private inte-

rest, without the least regard to the common cause

of Greece : should he choose you for allies, yon

would serve him so far only as justice would per-

mit; hut if he attached himself to them, he gained

assistants in all the schemes of his amhition. This

it is that then determined him, this it is that now
determines him to their side rather than to yours

:

not that he sees they have a greater naval force •

than we ; or that, having gained the .sovereignty

in the inland countries, he declines the command
of the seas, and the advantages of commerce ;

or

that he hath forgotten those pretences, those pro-

mises which obtained him the peace.

But I may be told, “ It is true, he did act thus

;

“ hut not from ambition, or from any of those mo-
“ tives of which I accuse him

;
but as he thought

“ the cause of Thebes more just than ours'’.”—This

* yi grealer navalforce, iVc. Atlicii.'^, a.s a inuriliinc ))o\vcr,

>vas superior to all (lie other Greeks. Al (he hattie of Salamis,

of the three hundred vessels uliich coinjiosed the Grecian fleet,

two hundred were Athenian. Three hundred ships sailed from

the port of Athens upon the expedition to Sicily ; and (heir

fleet was aftenvards increased to four hundred. Tourreil.

^ The cause of Thebes more just than oiu's. The union of

Philip with the Thebans had a very plausible colour; that of

espousing the cause of Apollo, and punishing the sacrilegious

profaners of his temple. It was not convenient to display this

at large, and thcre^fore h^ cuts it sJiort by one vague expression.

For tlie art of ai orator appears no less in suppressing such

things as may prove unfavourable to his design, than in dwell-

ing on those points which may assist it TovRRElt»
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of all pretences he, cannot now alleg’c. Can lie,

who commands tlie Lacedemonians* to quit their

claim to Messeiie, pretend that in giving' up Or-

chomenus and Coronea to the Thebans, he acted

from regard to justice ? But now comes his last

subterfuge. lie was compelled
; and yielded these

places quite against his inclinations, being encom-

passed by the I’hcssalian horse and Theban infantry.

l'’ine jiretence! Just so, they cry, he is to en-

tertain suspicions of the Thebans : and some spread

rumours of their own framing, that he is to fortify

I'Jatea''. Yes! these things are yet to be, and so

will they remain, in my opinion; but his attack on

liacedemon, in conjunction with the Thebans and

Argians, is not yet to be made. No! he is actu-

ally detaching forces ; supplying money ; and is

liimself e.xpected at the head of a formidable army.

The Lacedemonians, therefore, the enemies of

Thebes, he now infests. And will he then restore

the Phocians, whom he hath but just now ruined?

WJio can believe this ? 1, for my part, can never

think, if Philip had been forced into tho.se former

measures, or if he had now abandoned the Thebans,

Can Ae, tv/io commands the iMcedemontans, Because

the pretensions of each were of ihe same nature, Lacedenioti

assumed the supreme power in Peloponnesus. Thebes affected

the like power in Beeotia.

To fortify Elatea, This was the most considerable city in

Phoeis; and, by its situation, very well fitted to keep the

Thebans in awe. So tliat some years after, when Philip per-

ceived that the Thebans were growing cool to him, his first

step was to take possession of Elatea. Touukeii-,
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tliat l»e would make this continued opposition to

their enemies. No ! his pre.sent measures prove that

all his past conduct was the eH'oet of choice ; and

from all his actions it appears, that all his actions

are directly levelled against this state. And there

is in some sort a necessity for this. Consider : he

aims at empire, and from you alone he expects op-

position. He hath long loaded us with injuries;

and of this he him.self is most intimately conscious ;

for those of our possessions which he hath reduced

to his service, he uses as a barrier to his other terri-

tories : so that if he should give up Arnphipolis

and Potidrea, he would not think himself secure

even in Macedon. He is therefore sensible, that he

entertains designs against you, and that you per-

ceive them. Then, as he thinks liighly of your

wisdom, he concludes that you must hold him in

that abhorrence which he merits : hence is he

alarmed
;
expecting to feel some elfects of your re-

sentment (if you have any favourable opportunity),

unless he prevents you by his attack. Hence is his

vigilance awakened
;

his arm raised against the

state ; he courts some of the Thebans, and such of

the Peloponnesians as have the same views with

liim ; whom he deems too mercenary to regard any

thing but present interest, and too perversely stupid

to foresee any consequences. And yet persons of

but moderate discernment may have .some manifest

examples to alarm them, which I had occasion to
*

* Which I had occasion to, &c. Wlica Philip first began to

interest himself in the disputes between these states and Lace-
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nicnlion to the Messcniaiis, and to the Arg’iaiis.

Perhaps it may be proper to repeat them here.

“ Messcniaiis !” said I, “ how highly (tliink ye)

“ would the Olynthians have been offended, if any
“ man liad spoken against Philip at that time when
“ he gave them up Anlheimis *, a city whicli the

“ former king’s of Macedon had ever claimed ?

“ wlien he drove out the Athenian colony, and gave
“ tliem Potidiea ? when lie took all our resentment

“ on himself, and left them to enjoy our domi-

“ nions? Did they expect to have suffered thus?
“ had it been foretold, would they have believed

“ it? you cannot think it! Yet after a short cn-

“Joyinent of the territories of others, they have
“ been for ever despoiled of their own, by this man.
“ Inglorious has been their fall, not conquered only,

“ but betrayed and sold by one another. For those

“ intimate correspondences with tyrants ever por-

tend mischief to free states.' Turn your eyes,

“ (said I) to the Thessalians ! think ye, that when
“ he first expelled their tyrants, when he then gave

demon, the Athenians sent an embassy, to endeavour to weaken

hU interest in Pelopomiesiis, and to dissuade the Messenians

uud Argians from accepting of his interposition. On this occa-

sion it was, that Demosthenes made tlie oration from which he

now (jnotes this passage.

* Anlhemu$. This city of Macedon had been possessed by

the ancestors of Philip from the earliest ages ; for wc learn

from Herodotus, (B. 5.) that about two hundred years before,

.\myntas made an offer of Aiithcinus to Ilippias the son of

Pi.sistralus. Touiirkil.
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“ them up Nicaca ’ and Magnesia, that they ex-

“ pcctcd ever to have been subjected to those »•(>-

“ veniors'’ now imposed on them ? or that the man
“ who restored them to their scat in the Ampliicty-

“ oiiic councilj would have deprived them of their

“ own proper revenues ? yet that sucli was the

“ event, the world can testify. In like manner, you
“ now behold Philip lavishing’ his gifts and pro-

“ miscs upon you. If you are wise, you will pray

“ that he may never appear to have deceived and
“ abused you. Various arc the contrivances for the

“ defence and security of cities ; as battlements,

“ and walls, and trenches, and other kind of forti-

“ lications ; all which are the clfects of labour, and

“ attended with continual expense. IJut there is

“ one common bulwark, with which men of pru-

“ dence are naturally provided, the guard and sc-

“ curity of all people, particularly of free states,

“ against the assault of tyrants. What is this ?

“ Distrust. Of tills be mindful ; to this adhere :

“ preserve this carefully, and no calamity can affect

“ you.—What is it you seek ? (said I :) Liberty

^ Aiccca. This city of Locris ha<l been ^ivon up to Philip, by

Phaicciis, at the conclusion of the sacred war. Toukreil.
^ Those governors, <.te. The tyranny said to have been im-

posed by Philip on the Thessalians, is, in the original of this

passage, called a government of ten : Yet, in the third Philip-

pic, it is styled a tetrarchy, or government of FOUR. lienee

there are grounds to presume, that an error has crept into the

ancient copies. Unless it be supposed that Philip divided the

country of Thessaly into four districts, and over each of those

established ten governors ; if,. by such a supposition, the autho-

rity of the copies may be preserved.
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“ And do ye not perceive that nothing- can be more
“ adverse to this than the very titles of Philip?
“ every monarch, every tyrant, is an enemy to li-

“ berty, and the opposer of laws. Will ye not then
“ be careful, lest, while ye seek to be freed from
“ war, ye find yourselves his slaves ?”

But although they heard these thing-.s, and loudly

e.xpresscd their aiiprobation
;
though the like points

were frequenlly urged by the ambassadors while I

was j)rescnt, and probably were afterwards re-

peated, yet still they have no less dependence on

the friendship and the promises of Philip. But it

is not strange that the Messenians and some of the

Peloponnesians should act contrary to the dictates

of nature, reason, and rellcction. Even you, who
are yourselves fully sensible, and constantly re-

minded by your public speakers, that there are de-

signs forming against you, that the toils of your

enemies arc surrounding you : will, I fear, be

plunged by your supinencss into all those dangers

that threaten you : so prevalent is the jileasure and

indulg’cncc of a moment over all your future inter-

ests.— But a.s to the course necessary to be pursued,

prudence rcrjuircs, that this be debated hereafter

among yourselves. At present, I shall propose such

an answer to these ministers, ns may be worthy of

your concurrence

’ Thoufjli none of our editors take notice of it, in this place tin;

proper officer must have proposed the orator’s molioii in fonii.

Unless we suppose, that this oration has descended to us inipor-

lect: tor as the text now stands, there is a manifest want ol

connexion between this seiitciiee and what follows. Olivci.
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It would be just, Athenians! to call the men be-

fore you, who gave those promises which induced

you to conclude tlie peace. For neither would I

have undertaken the endjassy, nor would you (I am

convinced) have laid down your arms, had it been

suspected that Philip would have acted thus, Avhen

he had obtained a peace. No! the assurances he

then gave were quite different from his present

actions. There are others also to be summoned.

Who are these ?—The men, who, at my return

from the second embassy (sent for the ratification

of the treaty), when I saw the state abused, and

warned you of your danger, and testified the truth,

and opposed with all my power the giving up Ther*

mopylae and Phocis ;—the men, I say, who then

cried out, that 1, the water-drinker, was morose and

peevish ; but that Philip, if permitted to pass,

would act agreeably to your desires ; would fortify

Thespia and Platma ; restrain the insolence of

Thebes ; cut through the Chersonesus • at his own
expense ;

and give you up Euboea and Oropus, as

an equivalent for Amphipolis. That all this was

positively affirmed, you cannot, I am sure, forget,

though not remarkable for remembering injuries.

And to complete the disgrace, you have engaged

your posterity to the same treaty, in full dependence

• Cut through the Chersonetus, &c. When Cersobleptes had

given up the Chersonesus to the Athenians, it became |>er-

petually exposed to the incursions of Thrace. Tile only way of

putting a stop to them was to cut through the Isthmus (for the

Thracians had no ships. And this Philip promised to do in

favour of the Athenians and their colonics. Tourrkii..
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on those promises ; so entirely have you been

seduced.

And now, to what purpose do I mention this ?

and why do I desire that these men should appear?

—I call the gods to witness, that without the least

evasion I shall boldly declare the truth !— Not that,

by breaking out into invectives*, I may expose my-

Not thaty htj breaking out into invectives, VVolfiiis, whom
the translator here follow s, hath been seven'ly censured for this

interpretation by the Italian commentator, who renders the for-

mer part of the sentence thus :
“ Eos non ideo vocari velim,

“ ut qui olim convitiis delionestatus fui, aique nunc inihi vobis

“ faniam conciliem.”— ought not to be rendered a vobis,

but apud vos: or, as the translator, who follows Lucchesini’s

autliority, has justly explained it in his note, in your piie-

“ sence/’ But my objection to this interpretation does not

arise from grammatical nicety, but from a regard to tlie con-

text, the surest comment. If Demosthenes, instead of the dis-

graceful treatment he formerly received, both from partizans

of Macedon and from the people, was now to be received with

applause, and to triumph over his opposers, how could these

have another opportunity of receiving Philip’s gold ? Such

wages were only paid when earned. They were bestowed, not

on ineffectual efforts, but real services ; and these his friends

co\ihi not perform, if disgraced and discouraged by the assem-

bly. The whole sentiment of the orator, as translated by

Wolfius, is this :
“ I do not wish that these men may appear,

in order to indulge my indignation and resentment against
** them, that so they may retort my accusations with double
** virulence (as was the case when we first returned from our
** embassy), and thus, by once more gaining your favour, and
“ triumphing over me, they may have an opportunity of boasting

their services to Philip, and obtaining their reward." The

passage manifestly alludes to the transactions of the assembly,

when the ten ambassadors returned, who had been sent to teart

VOL. I. K
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self to the like treatment, and once more give my
old enemies an opportunity of receiving- Philip’s

gold ; nor yet that I may indulge an impertinent

vanit}' of haranguing. But I apprehend the time

must come, when Pliilip’s actions will give you

more concern than at present. His designs, I see,

are ripening : I wish my apprehensions may not

prove just
;
but I fear that time is not far off. And

when it will no longer be in your power to disre-

gard events ; when neither mine, nor any other

l)erson’s information, but your own knowledge,

your own senses, will assure you of the impending

danger ; then will your severest resentment break

forth. And as your ambassadors have concealed

certain things, inlluenced (as they themselves arc

conscious) by corruption ; 1 fear that they who en-

deavour to restore what these men have ruined,

may feel the weight of your displeasure : for there

are some, I find, who generally point their anger

not at the deserving objects, but those most imme-

diately at their mercy.

While our affairs, therefore, remain not abso-

lutely desperate ; while it is yet in our power to

debate
;

give me leave to remind you all of one

thing, though none can be ignorant of it.—Who
was the man ‘ that persuaded you to give up Phocis

with Philip about a peace : and which are particularly described

by Demosthenes, in his oration on the Embassy. And wc may

safely appeal to the reader who consults that oration, as to the

propriety of the present interpretation.

* fVAo was the man^ &c. The person pointed at is ALschincs.
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and Thermopylae.^ which once gained, he also g;ai.ned

free access for his troops to Attica and to Pelopon-

nesus ; and obliged us to turn our thoughts from the

rights of Greece, from all foreign interests, to a de-

fensive war, in these very territories ; whose approach

must be severely felt by every one of us : and that

very day gave birth to it : for had we not been then

deceived, the state could have nothing to apprehend.

His naval power could not have been great enough

to attempt Attica by sea, nor could he have passed

by land through Thermopylae and Phocis. But he

must have either confined himself within the bounds

ofjustice, and lived in a due observance of his treaty,

or have instantly been involved in a war, equal to

that which obliged him to sue for peace.

Thus much may be sufficient to recall past ac-

tions to your view. May all the gods forbid, that

the event should confirm my suspicions! for I by

no means desire that any man should meet even the

deserved punishment of his crimes, when the whdle

community is in danger of being involved in his

destruction.

These two statesmen accused each other, when tlie bad conse-

quences of this treaty came to be universally felt and acknow-

ledged.

END OF THE SECOND PHILIPPIC.
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INTRODUCTION.

In the foregoing oration, the vehemence of

Demosthenes determined the Athenians to op-

pose the attempts of Philip
; and his represen-

tations to the Argians and Messenians inspired

them with suspicion, and at length detached them

from all connexions with Macedon, When Philip

therefore found his practices in Peloponnesus,

unsuccessful, he began to turn his thoughts to

other enterprises : to pursue his conquests in

Thrace, and cross the Athenian interest in the

Chersonesus. This peninsula had, with some little

interruption, been for many years in the hands

of the Athenians. Cotys, as king of the country,

had lately wrested it from them, and left it in

succession to his son Cersohleptes. But he, being

unable to support himself against the power qf

Philip, resigned it again to the Athenians ; and

they, according to custom, sent in a colony, which

the inhabitants received, and freely, shared their

lands and habitations with their new guests. The
people of Cardia, the principal city, however, still

asserted their independence ; and when Diopithes,

the commander of the Athenian colony, would have
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reduced them by force of arms, had recourse to

Philip, who immediately detached a body of forces

to their support. Diopithcs considered this pro-

ceeding- as an act of hostility against Athens ; and

without waiting- for instructions from his state,

raised a considerable force ; and while Philip was

engaged in war in the inland parts of Thrace, en-

tered the maritime parts (which were his territories)

with fire and sword, and brought off a great booty,

which he lodged safe in the Chersonesus. Philip

was not at leisure to repel this insult : he therefore

contented himself with complaining by letters to the

Athenians of this conduct of their general. The

pensioners which he had at Athens immediately

exerted themselves for their master. They in-

veighed loudly against Diopithes, accused him of

violating the peace which then subsisted between

them and Philip, of involving the state in war, of

exaction, rapine, and piracy ; and pressed for his

being recalled.

Demosthenes, judging that at such a juncture

the public interest was connected with that of

Diopithes, undertakes his defence in the following

oration ; throws the whole blame of the exactions

and piracies he is accused of, upon the Athenians

themselves
;
turns their attention to Philip and his

hostilities ; and concludes, that whoever opposes

or distresses him in any manner, does a service to

the state ; and that, instead of disavowing what
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Diopithes had done, or directing' him to dismiss his

army, they should reinforce him, and shew the king

of Macedon, they know how to protect their terri-

tories, and to maintain the dignity of their country,

as well as their ancestors.

It appears from the beginning of this oration,

that before Demosthenes arose, the affair had been

violently contested in the assembly. Possibly the

heat of opposition added to the natural fire of the

orator. For the style of the oration is (in my
opinion) remarkably animated : and we find an

extraordinary degree of severity and indignation

breaking out in every part of it.
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Sosigene Archoii.—A. R. Philip. 19.—Olympiad. 109. An. 3.

It were to be wished, Athenians ! that they who
speak in public would never suffer hatred or affec-

tion to influence their counsels ; but in all that they

propose, be directed by unbiassed reason
;

particu-

larly when affairs of state, and those of highest

moment, are the object of our attention. But since

there are persons, whose speeches are partly dictated

by a spirit of contention, partly by other like mo-
tives ; it is your duty, Athenians ! to exert that

power which your numbers give you ; and in all

your resolutions, and in all your actions, to consider

only the interest of your coiintry.

Our present concernment is about the affairs of the

Chersonesus, and -Philip’s expedition into Thrace,

which hath now engaged him eleven months : but
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^ost of our orators insist upon the actions and dc*

signs of Diopithes. As to crimes objected to those

men, whom our laws can punish when we pJease ;

I, for my part, think it quite indifferent, whether

they be considered now, or at some other time ; nor

is this a point to be violently contested, by me or

any other speaker. But when Philip, the enemy of

our country, is now actually hovering about the

Hellespont * with a numerous army, and making

attempts on our dominions, which if one moment

neglected, the loss may be irreparable ; here, our

attention is instantly demanded ; we should resolve,

we should prepare with all possible expedition, and

not run from our main concern, in the midst of

foreign clamours and accusations.

I have frequently been surprised at a&ertions

made in public ; but never more, than when I lately

heard it affirmed in the senate ^ that there are but

two expedients to be proposed ; either absolutely

to declare war, or to continue in peace. The point

is this : if Philip acts as one in amity with us ; if

he does not keep possession of our dominions,

contrary to his treaty ; if he be not every where

spiriting up enemies against us ; all debates are

* Hovering about the Hellespont. By the Hellespont we are

to understand not the streight itself that separates Europe from

Asia, but the cities and countries all along the coast.

^ In the senate. Into which Demosthenes had been admitted,

in the archonship of Themistocles, a litUe after the taking of

Olynthus : and (if we may believe iEschines) not in the regular

manner, but by intrigue and bribery.
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at an end ; wc are undoubtedly obliged to live

in peace, and 1 find it perfectly agreeable to

you. But if the articles of our treaty, ratified by

the most solemn oaths, remain upon record, open

to public inspection ; if it appears, that long

before the departure of Diopithes and his colony,

vho arc now accused of involving us in a war,

Philip had unjustly seized many of our possessions

(for vvhicli I appeal to your own decrees) ; if, ever

since that time, he has been constantly arming

himself with all the powers of Greeks and Barba-

rians, to destroy us ; what do these men mean,

who affirm we are cither absolutely to declare war,

or to observe the peace ? You have no choice at

all
;
you have but one just and necessary measure

to pursue, which they industriously pass over. And
what is this ? To repel force by force. Unless they

will affirm, that while Philip keeps from Attica

and the Piraeus*, he does our state no injury, makes

no war against us. If it be thus they state the

bounds of peace and justice, we must all acknow-

* The Piraut. This is the first time Uie orator mentions

this celebrated port at Athens. It was at first detached from

the city, but afterwards joined to it by two long walls, which

the Greeks called tlie Legs of the Piraeus ; and from that time,

by the advice of Thcmistocles, the Athenians made this their

principal harbour. It could contain 400 ships of war ; was

well fortified, and furnished with a market, to which all the

trading part of Greece resorted. Historians call it the triple

port, for it really contained three : the first called

from a hero of that name: the second ’AfftHoiot, from two

temples of Venus that were erected near .it: the third z{»,

because it was the mart for com. Tourbeil.
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ledge that their sentiments are inconsistent with the

common rights of mankind, with the dignity and the

safety of Athens.

Besides, they themselves contradict their own
accusation of Diopithes. For shall Philip be left

at full liberty to pursue all his other designs, pro-

vided he keeps from Attica ; and shall not Diopi-

thes be permitted to assist the Thracians ? and if

he does, shall we accuse him of involving us in a

war ? But this is their incessant cry, " Our fo-

“ reign troops commit outrageous devastations on

the Hellespont ; Diopithes, without regard- to

" justice, seizes and plunders vessels ! These things

“ must not be suffered !” Be it so : I acquiesce

!

but while they are labouring to have our troops

disbanded, by inveighing against that man whose

care and industry support them ; (if they really

speak from a regard to justice) they should shew us,

that, if we yield to their remonstrances, Philip’s

army also will be disbanded : else, it is apparent

that their whole aim is to reduce the state to those

circumstances which have occasioned ail the losses

we have lately suffered. For be assured of this,

that nothing hath given Philip such advantage over

us, as his superior vigilance in improving all op-

portunities. For as he is constantly surrounded

by his troops, and his mind perpetually engaged in

projecting his designs, he can, in a moment, strike

the blow where he pleases. But we wait till some

event alarms us : then we are in motion, then we

prepare. To this alone 1 can impute it, that the
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conquests he liath lately made, he now enjoys in

full security ;
while all your efforts are too late, all

your vast expenccs inetfectual
:
your attempts have

served only to discover your enmity, and inclination

• to oppose him ; and the consequences of your

misconduct are still further aggravated by the dis-

grace.

Know then, Athenians! that all our orators

allege at present is but words, but idle pretences.

Their whole designs, their whole endeavours, are to

confine you within the city
; that while we have no

forces in the field, Philip may be at full liberty to

act as he pleases. Consider the present posture of

affairs. Philip is now stationed in Thrace, at the

head of a large army ; and (as we are here informed)

sends for reinforcements from Macedon and Thes-

saly. Now, should he watch the blowing of the

Etesian winds, march his forces to Byzantium, and

invest it ; in the first place, can you imagine that

the Byzantines would persist in their present folly ;

or that they would not have recourse to you for

assistance ? I cannot think it No : if there were

a people in whom they less confided * than in us,

* 1/ there were a people in whom they less confided, &c. In

the third year of the 105th Olympiad, the Byzantines entered

into a league with Chios, Cos, and Rhodes, against the Athe-

nians, and withdrew themselves from their dominion. This is

what Demosthenes calls theirfolly andextravagance. They had

reason to think the Athenians would regard them as rebellious

subjects, and treat theni with the resentment of offended sove-

reigns
;
“ however,” says the orator, “ if they were reduced to

“ the alternative of either submitting to Philip, or having .re-
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they would receive even these into their city, ruther

than give it up to him ; unless prevented by the

<]uickness of his attack. And should we be un-

able to sail thither, should there be no forces ready

to support them, nothing can prevent their ruin.

“ But the extravagance and folly of these men
" exceed all bounds.” ! grant it. Yet still they

should be secured from danger ; for this is the in-

terest of our state. Besides, it is by no means clear

that he will not march into the Chersonesus itself.

On the contrary, if we may judge from the letter

which he sent to you, he is determined to oppose

us in that country. If then the forces stationed

there be still kept up, we may defend our own do-

minions, and infest those of our enemy
; if they be

once dispersed and broken, what shall we do, if he

attempt the Chersonesus? “ Bring Diopithes

“ to a trial.” :And how will that serve us ?

“ No : but we will dispatch succours from hence.”

^What if the winds prevent us ? " But he

will not turn his arms thither.” Who will be

our surety for this ? Consider, Athenians ! is not

the se.ason of tlie year approaching, in which it is

thought by some, that you are to withdraw your

forces from the Hellespont, and abandon it to Phi-

lip ? But suppose, (for this too merits our attention,)

that, at his return from Thrace, he should neither

** course to you for protectioo, they would without hesitation

** choose the latter.’' The itvent eonfirrodl- hia prediction.

Philip besieged Byzantium, the Byzantines had recourse to the

Athenians, and Phocion, at tlie bead of their array, obliged

Philip to raise the siege. Toumeil,
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bend his force against the Ciiersonesus, nor By-

zantium, but fall on Chalcis or Megara, as he

lately did upon Oreuin *
; which would be the wiser

course, to oppose him here, and make Attica the

seat of war, or to find him employment abroad ? I

think, the latter.

Let these thing's sink deep into our minds ;
and

let us nut raise invidious clamours against those

forces which Diopithes is endeavouring to keep up

for the service of his country, or attempt to break

them
; let us rather prepare to reinforce them ;

giant their general the necessary supplies of money,

and in every other instance favour his designs with

an hearty zeal. Imagine this question proposed to

Philip ; Which would be most agreeable to you,

that the forces commanded by Diopithes”— (of

whatever kind they be, for I shall not dispute on

that head) “ should continue in full strength and

" good esteem at Athens, and be reinforced by
“ detachments from the city

; or that the clamours
“ and invectives of certain persons should prevail

" to have them broken and disbanded ?” I think he

would choose this latter. And are there men among
us labouring for that which Philip would entreat the

gods to grant him ? anti if so, is it still a question,

whence our distresses have arisen ?

Let me entreat you to examine the pi'esent $tate

* As he lately did upon Oreutn. Iii the third Philippic, we
shall find a particular accoaUt of the manner in which he

reduced this city to bis obedii^ce.

VOt. I. I.
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of Athens, with an unbiassed freedom ; to consider

how we are acting', and how our affairs are con-

ducted. We are neither willing to raise contri-

butions, nor do we dare to take the field, nor do

we spare the public funds, nor do we grant supplies

to Diopithcs, nor do we approve of those subsidies

he hath procured himself : but we malign him, we

pry into his designs, and watch his motions. Thus

we proceed, quite regardless of our interests ; and

while in words we extol those speakers who assert

the dignity of their country, our actions favour their

opposers. It is usual, when a speaker rises, to ask

him, “ What are we to do ?” Give me leave to pro-

pose the like question to you ; What am I to

" say ?” For if you neither raise contributions,

nor take the field, nor spare the public funds, nor

grant subsidies to Diopithes, nor approve of those

provisions he hath made himself, nor take the due

care of our interests, I have nothing to say. If you

grant such unbounded license to informers, as even

to listen to their accusations of a man, for what

they pretend he will do, before it be yet done, what

can one say r

But it is necessary to explain to some of you the

effect of this behaviour*: (I shall speak with an

» But it is necessary to explain to some ofyou the effect of this

behaviour. To the same purpose hath the sentence been trans-

lated by Wolfiu.s and Tourreil. But this interpretation, which

is acknowledged consonant to grammatical rules of construction,

hath yet been stigmatized as a total perversion of the author’s

reasoning, and the sense of the context. Clamours had been

raised againstan Athenian general, who had exacted contributions
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undaunted freedom, for in no other manner can 1

speak.) It has been the constant custom of all

from the islanders and Grecian settlements coast of

Asia. Demosthenes appears as his advocate. He proceeds, as

it is observed, to shew, that it had ever been the custom of other

commanders to raise the like contributions. Hence it is inferred,

that the meaning of the phrase here ejuoted, must b.e, that tha

general is warranted hyjustice and custom, to act as he had done.

The orator, indeed, doth proceed to give instances of this cus-

tom. Hut this conclusion I cannot admit ;
for whatever defer-

ence and respect the writers who have adopted it may justly

claim, a greater deference and respect is due to the original,

where we tind a conclusion of a ditferent nature, deduced in

express terms. “ It hath been the constant custom,’^ saith

Demosthenes, of all the commanders who have sailed from this

“ city, (if I advance a falsehood, let me feel the severest punish-

“ ment,) to take money from the Cliians, and from the Erythri-
** ans, and from any people that would give it ; I mean, of the
** inhabitants of Asia, Tliey who have hut one or two ships

** take a talent ; they who command a greater force raise a

“ larger contribution. And the people who give this money,
“ whether more or less, do not give it for nothing

:
(they are not

so mad) no ; it is the price they pay to secure their trading

vessels from rapine and piracy, to provitle them with the ne^

cessary convoys, and the like; however tliey ii^y pretew
“ friendship and affection, ami dignify those pay mentis with thq

“ name of free gifts. It is therefore evident, that, as Diopithes

“ is at the head of a considerable power, the same contribu-

** tions will be granted to him. Else, how shall he pay his

“ soldiers; how shall he maintain them, who receives nothing

“ from you, and has nothing of his own 1 From the skies ? No

;

“ but from what he can collect, ami beg, and borrow/’ Then

follows the conclusion from tlie whole : OC^tp OYN a\Xo 9ro»S<7* ol

h iifxTt n vpo^lya^r^v a7ra<7», &C. So THAT the whole

scheme of hi* accusers [or the whole effect of their accusations]

is to warn all people to grant him nothing, Sfc, This is the

meaning [or this is the tendency] of their clamours,

h2
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the comuiandcrs who have sailed from this city, (if

I advance a falsehood, let me feel the severest pu-

nishment) to take money from the Chians, and from

the ErythrianS, and from any people that would

give it ; 1 mean, of the inhabitants of Asia. Tiiey

who have but one or two ships take a talent
;
they

who command a greater force raise a larger contri-

bution. And the people who give this money,

whether more or less, do not give it for nothing ;

(they are not so mad) no; it is the price they pay

to secure their trading vessels from rapine and

piracy, to provide them with the necessary con-

voys, and the like
;

however they may pretend

friendship and allection, and dignify those pay-

ments with the name of free gifts. It is therefore

evident, that as Diopithes is at the head of a con-

siderable power, the same contributions will be

granted to him. Else, how shall he pay his soldiers?

how shall he maintain them, who receives nothing

from you, and has nothing of his own ? From the

skies ? No ; but from what he can collect, and beg,

and borrow. So that the whole scheme of his

accusers is to warn all people to grant him nothing ;

as he is to sufi'er punishment for crimes yet to be

committed, not for any he hath already committed,

or in which he hath already assisted. This is the

meaning of their clamours. “ He is going to form
“ sieges! lie leaves the Greeks exposed." Have

these men all this tenderness for the Grecian co-

lonies of Asia ? They then prefer the interest of

foreigners to that of their own country. This must

be the case, if they prevail to have another general
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seat to the Hellespont. If Diopithes commit out-

rages, if he be guilty of piracy, one sing'lc edict

Athenians ! a single edict will put a stop to such

proceedings. This is the voice of our laws ; that

such offenders should be impeached *’ and not op-

posed ' with such vast preparations of ships and

^ One single edict, fn the (iroek n*>ajf»or, which in this

place may either sigiiil’y the tablet which was fixed up in pub-

lic, containing a citation of the accused party, and an account

of the crimes of which he was accused ; or that which was

given to the judges who sat on his trial, to write their sentences

upon. I have chosen the first of these senses.

^ That such offenders should he impeached. The Greek

words and Ela-xyyiXUf which I have translated to

impeach^ and impeachment^ are terms in the Atlienian judica-

ture ; and relate to those particular kind of actions, which

were not referred to any court of Justice, but immediately

brought before the senate of 500, or assembly of the people,

and sometimes before the Archon : and in whicii, both the

accusation and defence were made by word of mouth, without

any written articles.

^ And not opposed, <ic. The accusers of Diopitlics raised

loud clamours against his conduct. They insisted, that he had

eommitted depredations on the Grecian colonies, and was me-

ditating further hostilities against them, contrary to his com -

mission and instructions. They declared, that a force should

be dispatched to defend them ; which Demosthenes calls

raising an army against Diopithes. ‘‘ It is against our enemies/’

saith he, whom our laws cannot reach, that we are to raise

“ our forces; when citizens have offended, we can impeach

them,’' &C. But this interpretation hath been loaded with

the heavy charge of absurdity. If the translator had a right

to pronounce so peremptorily and so severely, he would de-

clare, that, by the same rule, every ardent expression, every

bold figure, every lively image, in short, every thing in elo-
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money
;

(this would be the height of madness :)

it is against our enemies, whom the laws cannot

touch, that we ought, we must maintain our forces,

send out our navies, and raise our contributions.

But when citizens have offended, we can decree, we

can impeach, we can recall \ These are arms suf-

ficieiit
; these are the measures befitting men of

prudence : they who would raise disorder and con-

queucc, not literally and strictly consonant to metaphysical

truth, might be pronounced ccpially absurd. The meaning of

the passage here quoted, is said to be, “ \V(‘ are not to pro-

“ tect the islanders by our armies, but to employ tlieiii against

** our enemies.'' were they to raise their armies against

their enemies ? Because their eneinips were not pimishahle by

the laws, "i'liosc, therefore, against whom they were not to

raise their armies, must have been such as were punishable by

the laws. I'his conclusion might, perhaps, be deemed natural

and necessary, even if the orator had not expressly pointed out

both those against whom they were, and were not to raise their

armies. 'Ewi ryj Against enemies. And IttI

BUT against ourselves^ i. e. our own citizens,

• We can recall. In the original, wc have the that is,

the galley, (called so, from the hero Baralus, who with Theseus

signalized himself against the Thebans.) The Athenians had

two galleys, the Salaminian and Paralian, appointed for the

most pressing occasions of the .state. In allusion to tlii.s usage,

Pericles was called the Salaminian galley, because he affected

to appear in public only upon extraordinary emergencies.

When Lysarider had beaten the Athenian fleet at the Helles-

pont, the Paralian galley was dispatched with the melancholy

news to the people. And when Alcibiades was recalled from

Sicily, to defend himself against the charge of impiety, the

Salaminian galley was ordered to bring him home. Both the-

one and the other were employed to recall such generals as

were superseded. Tourrkjl.
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fusion in the state, may have recourse to sucli as

these men propose.

But, dreadful as it is to have such men among
us, yet the most dreadful circumstance of all is this.

You assemble here, with minds so disposed, that

if any one accuses Diopithes, or Chares ^ or Aristo-

phon ^ or any citizen whatever, as the cause of our

misfortunes, you instantly break forth into accla-

mations and applause. But if a man stands forth,

and thus declares the truth, “ This is all trifling,

“ Athenians ! It i.s to Philip we owe our cala-
”

mities : he hath plunged us in these difficulties

;

“
for had he observed his treaty, our stale would

“ be in perfect tranquillity Tliis you cannot

* Or Chares. Thi.s apology (says Monsieur Tourreil) savours

a little of faction and cabal : their ill success might with great

justice have been charged upon Chares. Indeed what could

have been e.xpectcd from a general no less incapable than

luxuriouii, who in all his military expeditions drew after him

a train of musicians, whom he kept in pay at the expense of

his troops ? accordingly liis enterprises were unsuccessful

;

and, to crown all his miscarriages, he lost the battle of Chdero-

iiea. And yet this Chares was able to support himself to the

last, by the credit of those orators who protected him.

Or Aristophon. Another Athenian general. Aristotle (Rhet.

K ii. c. 23.) mentions a smart answer made to him by Iphicra-

tes. Aristophon accused him of having betrayed the fleet

which he commanded. Iphicrates, with that confidence which

an established reputation inspires, asked him, Would you be

guilty of such a piece of treachery ?

—

By no means, answered

he. What

!

returned the other, can Iphicrates have committed

what Aristophon would refuse to do ?
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deny; but you hear it with the utmost grief, as

if it were the account of some dreadful misfortune.

The cause is this
;

(for wlien 1 am to urge the

interest of my country, let me speak boldly.)

—

Certain persons, who have been intrusted with

public affairs, have for a long time past rendered

you daring' and terrible, in council ; but, in all

affairs of war, wretched and contemptible. Hence

it is, that if a citizen, subject to your own power

and jurisdiction, be pointed out as the author of

your misfortune.s, you bear the accusation with

applause ; but if they are charged upon a man,

who must first be conquered before he can be

punished, then you are utterly disconcerted : that

truth is too severe to be borne. Your ministers,

Athenians! should take a quite contrary course.

They should render you gentle and humane in

council, where the rights of citizens and allies

come before you ; in military aflairs they should

inspire you with fierceness and intrepidity ; for

here you are engaged with enemies, with armed

troops. But now, by leading you getitly on to

their purposes by the most abject compliance with

your humours, they have so formed and moulded

you, that in your assemblies you are delicate, and

attend but to flattery and entertainment; in your

affairs, you find yourselves threatened with extre-

mity of danger.

And now, in the name of Heaven, suppo.se

that the states of Greece should thus demand * an

* Suppose that the states of Greece should thus demand. Sec.
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account of those opportunities which your indo-

lence hath lost. " Men of Athens
!
you are ever

" sending embassies to us; you assure us that Philip

“ is projecting our ruin, and that of all the Greeks ;

" you warn us to guard against this man’s designs.”

(And it is too true, we have done thus.) “ But,
» O most wretched of mankind ! when this man
“ had been ten months detained abroad

; when
“ sickness, and the severity of winter, and the

“ armies of his enemies, rendered it impossible for

“ him to return home
;
you neither restored the

“ liberty of Euboea, nor recovered any of your own
“ dominions. But while you sit at home in per-

“ feet ease and health, (if sucli a state may be
“ called health,) Euboea is commanded by his two
” tyrants*; the one, just opposite to Attica, to

kecj) you perpetually in awe ; the other to Scy-
“ athus. Yet you have not attempted to oppose
“ even this. No

;
you have submitted

;
you have

“ been insensible to your wrongs
;
you have fully

“ declared, that if Philip were ten times to die, it

After the taking of Oljiitbas, when tlie Atheuiaus were at last

prevailed upon to declare nar in form against Philip, they sent

embassie.s to all the states of Greece, to represent the danger of

his growing power, and to engage them to join against him.

From hence the orator takes occasion to introduce this beautiful

prosopopada, by which he throws out the bitterest reproaches

against his countrymen, so artfully, as not to give them offence^

and yet at the same time sets the shamefulness of their miscon-

duct in the strongest light. Tourreil.

* Bt/ his two tyrants. Philistides and Clitarchus : the one

fixed at Eretria, opposite to Attica ; the other at Oreuni, over-

against Scyathus, an island subject to Athens.



154 DEMOSTHENES’ [Orat. VII.

" would not inspire you with the least degree of

" vigour. Why then these embassies, these accu-

“ sations, all this unnecessary trouble, to us ?”—If

they should say this, what could we allege ? what

answer could we give ? 1 know not

!

We have those among us, who think a speaker

fully confuted by asking, What then is to be

“ done ?” To whom 1 answer, with the utmost truth

and justness, “ Not what we are now doing.”

But I shall be more explicit, if they will be as ready

to follow, as to ask advice.

First then, Athenians ! be firmly convinced of

these truths : That Philip does commit hostilities

against us, and has violated the peace
;
(and let us

no longer accuse each other of his crimes ;)—that

he is the implacable enemy of this whole city, of

the ground on which the city stands, of every in-

habitant within these walls ; even of those who
imagine themselves highest in his favour. If they

doubt this, let them think of Euthycrates and La-

sthenes, the Olynthians. They who seemed the

nearest to his heart, the moment they betrayed their

country, were distinguished only by the superior

cruelty of their death. But it is against our con-

stitution that bis arms are principally directed ; nor,

in all his schemes, in all his actions, hath he any

thing so immediately in view, as to subvert it.

And there is in some sort a necessity for this. He
knows full well, that his conquests, however great

and extensive, can never be secure, while you con-
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tinuc free
;

but that if once he meets with any
accident, (and every man is subject to many,) all

those whom he hath forced into his service will

instantly revolt, and fly to you for protection. For
you arc not naturally disposed to grasp at empire

yourselves
; but to frustrate tlie ambitious attempts

of others ; to he ever ready to oppose usurpation,

and assert the liberty of mankind
;

this is your

peculiar character. And therefore it is not without

regret that he secs, in your freedom, a spy upon the

incidents of his fortune. Nor is this his reasoning

weak or trivial.

In the first place, therefore, we are to consider

him as the enemy of our state, the implacable

enemy of our free constitution. Nothing but the

deepest sense of this can give you a true, vigorous,

and active spirit. In the next place, be assured,

that every thing he is now labouring, every thing

he is concerting, he is concerting against our city ;

and that wherever any man opposes him, he op-

poses an attempt against these walls. For none of

you can be weak enough to imagine that Philip’s

desires are centred in those paltry villages of

Thrace
;

(for what name else can one give to Dron-

gilus, and Cabyle, and Mastira’, and all those places

a For what name the can one give to Drongilm^ and Cabyle,

and Mastira, &c. Drongilus and Cabylo, however the orator

affects to treat them witJi contempt, are yet mentioned in his-

tory. As to Mastira, it is entirely unknown ; hence Harpo-

cration suggested, that instead of Mastira we should read

Bastira, a town of Thrace of that name, having been mentioned

in a history of Philip, written by Anaximenes, a work long

time lost. Tourheil.
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he is now reducing to his obedience ?) that he en-

dures tlie severity of toils and seasons, and braves

the utmost dangers for these ; and lias no designs

upon the ports, and the arsenals, and the navies,

and the silver-mines, and all the other revenues of

Athens ; but that he will leave them for you to

enjoy ; while, for some wretched hoards of grain in

the cells of Thrace, he takes up his winter quarters

in the horrors ofa dungeon *? Impossible! No; these

and all his expeditions are really intended to facili-

tate the conquest of Athens.

Let us then approve ourselves men of wisdom ;

and, fully persuaded of these truths, let us shake oft’

our extravagant and dangerous supineness. Let us

supply the necessary expenses : let us call upon our

allies ; let us take all possible measures for keeping

up a regular army : so that, as he hath his force

constantly prepared to injure and enslave the Greeks,

yours too may be ever ready to protect and assist

them. If you depend upon occasional detachments,

you cannot ever expect the least degree of success :

you must keep an army constantly on foot, provide

for its maintenance, appoint public treasurers, and

by all possible means secure your military funds :

and while these officers account for all disburse-

* In the horrort of a dungeon. In llie original it is, in a

Barathrum. There was a ditch or cavern in Athens of that

name, into which criminals were precipitated. So tliat by

this figure he not only represents the dreadful and deadly

nature of the country, but at the same time sets Philip in the

light- of a wicked wretch, who merited the vilest and most

ignominious fate. ToubREIL.
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incuts, let your generals be bound to answer for the

conduct of the war. Let these be your measures,

these your resolutions, and you will compel Philip

to live in the real observance of an equitable peace,

and to confine himself to bis own kingdom, (which

is most for our interest,) or we shall fight him upon

equal terms.

If any man thinks that the measures I propose

will require great expense, and be attended with

much toil and trouble, he thinks justly. Yet, let

liirn consider what consequences must attend the

state, if these measures be neglected; and it will

appear, tliat we shall really be gainers, by engaging

heartily in this cause. Suppose some god should

be our surety, (for no mortal ought to be relied on

in an atfair of such moment,) that if we continue

quiet, and give up all our interests, he will not at

last turn his arms ag-ainst us ;
‘ it would yet be

shameful
;

it would (1 call all the powers of hea-

ven to witness !) be unworthy of you, unworthy the

dignity of your country, and the glory of your an-

cestors, to abandon the rest of Greece to slavery,

for the sake of private ease. I, for my part, would

die, rather than propose so mean a conduct : how-

ever, if there be any other person who will recom-

mend it, be it so ; neglect your defence
;
give up

your interests ! But if there be no such counsellor ;

if, on the contrary, we all foresee, that the farther

this man is suffered to extend his conquest, • the

more formidable and powerful enemy we must find
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in him
;
why this reluctance ? why do wc delay ? or

when, my countrymen ! will wc perform our duty ?

Must some necessity compel us ? What one may

call the necessity of freemen, not only presses us,

now, but hath long since been felt : that of slaves,

it is to be wished, may never approach us. And

how do these differ ? To a freeman, the disgrace

of past misconduct is the most urgent necessity ; to

a slave, stripes and bodily pains. Par be this from

us ! It ought not to be mentioned !

I would now gladly lay before you the whole

conduct of certain politicians ; but I spare them.

One thing only I shall observe : The moment that

Philip is mentioned, there is still one ready to start

up, and cry,
” What a happiness to live in peace !

“ how grievous the maintenance of a great army

!

certain persons have designs upon our treasury
!”

Thus they delay your resolutions, and give him

full liberty to act as he pleases ; hence you gain

ease and indulgence for the present, (which I fear

may, at some time, prove too dear a purchase ;)

and these men recommend themselves to your fa-

vour, and are well paid for their service. But in

roy opinion there is no need to persuade you to

peace, who sit down already thoroughly persuaded.

Let it be recommended to him who is committing

hostilities : if he can be prevailed on, you are ready

to concur. Nor should we think those expenses

grievous which our security requires ; but the con-

sequences which must arise, if such expenses be de-
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nied. Then as to plundering our treasury, this

must be prevented by intrusting it to proper guar-

dians, not by neglecting our atVairs. For my own
part, Athenians ! 1 am filled with indignation,

when I find some persons expressing their impa-

tience, as if our treasures were exposed to plunder-

ers ; and yet utterly unaffected at the progress of

Philip, who is successively plundering every state

of Greece ; and this, that he may at last fall with

all his fury upon you.

What then can be the reason, Athenians! that,

notwithstanding all his manifest hostilities, all his

acts of violence, all the places he hath taken from

us, these men will not acknowledge that he hath

acted unjustly, and that he is at war with us ; but

accuse those of embroiling you in a war, who call

upon you to oppose him, and to check his progress ?

I shall tell you. That popular resentment which

may arise from any disagreeable circumstances with

which a war may be attended, (and it is necessary,

absolutely necessary, that a war should be attended

with many such disagreeable circumstances,) they

would cast upon your faithful counsellors, that you

may pass sentence upon them, instead of opposing

Philip
; and they turn accusers, instead of meeting

the punishment due to their present practices. This

is the meaning of their clamours, that certain per-

sons would involve you in a war : hence have they

raised all these cavils and debates. I know full

well, that before any Athenian had ever moved you

to declare war against him, Philip had seized many
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of our dominions ; and hath now sent assistance

to the Cardians. If you are resolved to dissemble

your sense of his hostilities, he would be the

weakest of mankind if he attempted to contradict

you. But suppose he marches directly ag'ainst us,

what shall we say in that case ? He will still assure

us, that he is not at war ; such were his professions

to the people of Oreum, when his forces were in

the heart of their country; and to those of Pherae,

until the moment that he attacked their walls; and

thus he at first amused the Olynthians, until he had

marched his army into their territory. And will

you insist, even in such a case, that they who

call upon us to defend our country are embroiling

us in a war ? Then slavery is inevitable. There is

no other medium between an obstinate refusal to

take arms, on your part, and a determined resolution

to attack us, on the part of our enemy.

Nor is the danger which threatens us the same

with that of other people. It is not the conquest

of Athens which Philip aims at ; no, it is our utter

extirpation. He knows full well, that slavery is a

state you would not, or, if you were inclined, you

could not submit to ; for sovereignty is become ha-

bitual to you. Nor is he ignorant, that, at any un-

favourablejuncture, you have more power to obstruct

his enterprises, than the whole world besides.

Let us then be assuried, that we are contending

for the very being of our state ; let this inspire us

with abhorrence of those who have sold themselves
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to this man ; and let them feel the severity of pub-

lic justice: for it is not, it is not possible to con-

quer our foreigm enemy, until we have punished

those traitors who are serving him within our walls.

Else, while we strike on these, as so many obstacles,

our enemies must necessarily prove superior to us.

-
' And whence is it that he dares treat you with

insolence, (I cannot g'ive his present conduct any

other name,) that he utters menaces against you,

while on others he confers acts of kindness? (to

deceive them at least, if for no other purpose!)

Thus, by heaping favours on the Thessalians, he

hath reduced them to their present slavery. It

is not possible to recount the various artifices by

which he abused the wretched Olynthians, from his

first insidious gift of Potideea. But now he seduced

the Thebans to his party, by making them masters

of Boeotia, and easing them of a great and grievous

war. And thus, by being gratified in some fa-

vourite point, these people are either involved in

calamities known to the whole world, or wait with

submission for the moment when such calamities

are to fall upon them. I do not recount all that

you yourselves have lost, Athenians ! but in the

very conclusion of the peace, how have you been,

deceived? how have you been despoiled? Was
not Phocis, was not TTiermopylae, were not our

Thracian dominions, Doriscum, Serrium, and even

our ally Cersobleptes *, all wrested from ns ? Is he

* And, even our aUy Ceraobleptes, The late treaty of peace,

b(|tweeu Philip and the Athenians, was concluded without giving

TOL. I. M
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not at this time in possession of Cardia ? and does

he not avow it ? Whence is it, 1 say, that he treats

you in so singular a manner ? Because ours is the

only state where there is allowed full liberty to

plead the cause of an enemy; and the man who

sells his country may harangue securely, at tlie very

time tliat you are despoiled of your dominions. It

was not safe to speak for Philip at Olynthus, until

the people of Olynthus had been gained by the sur-

render of Potidaea. In Thessaly, it was not safe to

speak for Philip, until the Thessalians had been

gained by the expulsion of the tyrants, and the re-

€0\'ery of their rank of Amphictyons ; nor could it

have been safely attempted at Thebes, before lie

had restored Boeotia, and extirpated the Phocians.

But at Athens, although' he hath robbed us of Am-
phipolis, and the territory of Cardia ; though he

awes us with his fortifications in Euboea ; though

he be now upon his march to Byzantium *
;
yet his

partizans may speak for Philip without any danger;

Hence some of them, from the meanest poverty,

have on a sudden risen to afSuence ; some, from

obscurity and disgrace, to eminence and honour;

while you, on the contrary, from glory have sunk

into meanness ; from riclies, to poverty ; for the

Cersobleptes (then in alliance with Athena), an opportunity of

acceding to it : nor w'aa any provision made by it for his security

and protection. By this means Philip found himself at liberty

to turn hb arms against him ; and a few years after drove him

from his kingdom, and obliged him to become bis tributary.

,
To Byzantium.. See the introduction to the following

oration.
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riches of a stale I take to be its allies, its credit, its

connexions ; in all which you are poor. And by
your neglect of these, by your utter insensibility to

your wrongs, he is become fortunate and great, the

terror of Greeks and Barbarians
; and you aban-

doned and despised : splendid indeed is the abun-
dance * of your markets ; but as to any real pro-

vision for your security, ridiculously delicient.

There are some orators, I find, who view your

interests and their own in a quite diflerent light.

They would persuade you to continue quiet, what-

ever injuries are offered to you : they themselves

cannot be quiet, though no one offers them the

least injury. When one of these men rises, 1 am
sure to hear, "" What ! will you not propose your

decree ? will you not venture ? No
;
you are

timid, you want true spirit.'' 1 own, indeed, I

* Splendid indeed is the abundance, They who opposed

Philip’s interest in the Athenian assembly, were ever urging the

fallen condition of their country, and the dishonour of sutFering

another power to wrest that pre-eminence from her which had

been enjoyed for ages, llie speakers on the other side at first

aftected to despise the power of Philip, or insisted on the sin-

cerity and uprightness of his intentions. But now, when the

dynger became too apparent, and his designs too flagrant to be

dissembled, it appears that they had recourse to other arguments.

They endeavoured to confine the views of the Athenians to what

passed within their own walls ; displayed the advantages of their

trade, the flourishing state of their commerce; and perhaps

recommended it as their true policy, to attend only to these,

without making themselves a party in the quarrels of others, or

loading the state with the expense of maintaining wars to sup-

port the power and interest of foreigners.

M ^
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am not, nor would I choose to be a bold, an im-

portunate, an audacious speaker. And yet, if I

mistake not, I have more real courage than they

who manage your affairs with this rash liardincss.

For he who, neglecting the public interests, is en-

gaged only in trials, in confiscations, in rewarding,

in accusing, doth not act from any principle of

courage ; but, as he never speaks but to gsiin your

favour, never proposes measures that are attended

with the least hazard : in this he has a pledge of his

security ; and therefore he is daring. But he who,

for his country’s good, oftentimes opposes your in-

clinations ;
who gives the most salutary, though

not always the most agreeable counsel
; who pur-

sues those measures whose success depends more

on fortune than on prudence, and is yet willing to

be accountable for the event ; this is the man of

courage, this is the true patriot ; not they who, by

flattering your passions, have lost the most im-

portant interests of the state : men whom I am so

far from imitating, or deeming citizens of worth, that

should this question be proposed to me, “ What
" services have you done your country ?” although

I might recount the galleys I have fitted out, and the

public entertainments 1 have exhibited \ and the

* The public entertainmenti I have exhibited. In the original

it is, " the offices of Choregus that I have discharged.” Each

of the ten tribes ofAthens had their bands of musicians to per-

form in the feasts of Bacchus, together with a poet, to compose

the hymns and other pieces ; and these bands contended for a

prize. The feasts were exhibited with great magnificence ;
and

in order to defray the charges, they appointed the richest citizen
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contributions I have paid, and the captives I have

ransomed’, and many like acts of benevolence, I

would yet pass them all by, and only say, that my
public conduct hath ever been directly opposite to

theirs. I might, like them, have turned accuser,

have distributed rewards and punishments : but this

is a part I never assumed : my inclinations were

averse ; nor could wealth or honours prompt me to

it. No ; I confine myself to such counsels as have

sunk my reputation ; but, if pursued, must raise

the reputation of my country. Thus much I may
be allowed to say, without exposing myself to envy.

1 should not have thought myself a good

citizen, had I proposed such measures as would

have made me the first among my countrymen, but

reduced you to the last of states : on the contrary,

the faithful minister should raise the glory of his

country ; and, upon all occasions, advise the most

salutary, not the easiest measures. To these,

nature itself inclines ; those are not to be promoted,

but by the utmost efforts of a wise and faithful

counsellor.

I have heard it objected, “ that indeed I ever

“ speak with reason
;
yet still this is no more than

out of each tribe (or sometimes he offered himself) to exhibit

them at his own cost. He was called the Choregus ; and if his

band gained 'the prize, his name was inscribed, together with

those of the tribe and the poet, upon the vase ; which was the

reward of the conquerors. Tourreil.

“ The captives / have ransomed. See the preface to the ora-

tion on the Peace.
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“ words : that llie state requires soiuetliiiig more
“ encctual, some vigorous actions.” Upon whicli

I sliall give my sentiments, without tlic least re-

serve. The sole business of a speaker is, in my
opinion, to propose the course you are to pursue.

Tliis were easy to be proved. You know, that

when the great Timotheus moved you to defend

the Eubceans, against the tyranny of Tliebes, he ad-

dressed you thus :
“ What, my countrymen ! when

the Thebans are actually in the i.sland, arc you

deliberating what is to be done? what part to be
“ taken ? Will you not cover tlie seas with your
“ navies ? Why are you not at the Pirmus ? why arc

“ you not embarked >”—Thus Timotheus advised ;

thus you acted
; and success ensued. But had he

spoken with the same spirit, and bad your indolence

prevailed, and his advice been rejected, would the

state have had the same' success ? By no means.

And so, in the present case, vigour and execution is

your part
; from your speakers you are only to ex-

pect wisdom and integrity.

I shall just give the summary of my opinion,

and then descend. You should raise supplies, you
sliould keep up your present forces, and reform

whatever abuses may be found in them (not break

them entirely upon the first complaint). You
should send ambassadors into all parts, to reform,

to remonstrate, to exert all their efforts in the ser-

vice of the state. But, above all things, let those

coiTupt ministers feel the severest punishment ;
let

them, at all times, and in all places, be the objects
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of your abhorrence ; that wise and faithful counsel-

lors may appear to have consulted their own interests,

as well as that of others.—If you will act thus, if you
will shake off this indolence, perhaps, even yet per-

haps, we may promise ourselves some good fortune.

But if you only just exert yourselves in acclamations

and applauses, and when any thing is to be done,

sink again into your supineness, I do not see how all

the wisdom in the world can save the state from ruin,

when you deny your assistance.

END OF THE ORATION ON THE CHERSONESUS.
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INTRODUCTION.

The former oration had its effect. For, instead

of punishing Diopithes, the Athenians supplied him

with money, in order to put him in a condition of

continuing his expeditions. In the mean time

Philip pursued his Thracian conquests, and made

himself master of several places, which, though of

little importance in themselves, yet opened him a

way to the cities of the Propontis, and above all to

Byzantium, which he had always intended to annex

to his dominions. He at first tried the way of

negociation, in order to gain the Byzantines into

the number of his allies ; but this proving ineffec-

tual, he resolved to proceed in another manner.

He had a party in the city, at whose head was the

orator Python, that engaged to deliver him up one

of the gates ; but while he was on his march

towards the city, the conspiracy was discovered,

which immediately determined him to take another

route. His sudden counter-march, intended to con-

ceal the crime of Python, really served to confirm

it. He was brought to trial ; but the credit and

the presents of Philip prevailed to save him.
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The efforts of the Athenians to support their

interests in Euboea, and the power which Philip

had acquired there, and which every day increased,

had entirely destroyed the tranquillity of this

island. The people of Oreum, divided by th

Athenian and Macedonian factions, were on the

point of breaking out into a civil war
;

when,

under pretence of restoring tbeir peace, Philip

sent them a body of a thousand forces, under the

command of Hipponicus; which soon determined

the superiority to his side. Philistidcs, a tyrant,

who had grown old in factions and public contests,

was entrusted with the government of Oreum,

which he administered with all possible severity

and cruelty to those in the Athenian interest

;

while the other states of the island were also sub-

jected to other Macedonian governors. Callias,

the Chalcidian, whose inconstancy had made him

espouse the interests of Athens, of Thebes,- and

Macedon, successively, now returned to his en-

gagements with Athens. He sent deputies thither

to desire assistance, and to prevail on the Athenians

to make some vigorous attempt to regain their

power in Euboea.

In the mean time, the king of Persia, alarmed

by the accounts of Philip’s growing power, made

use of all the influence which his gold could

gain at Athens, to engage the Athenians to act
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openly against an enemy equally suspected by

them both. This circumstance, perhaps, disposed

tliem to give the greater attention to the following

oration.





PHILIPPIC THE THIRD.

Sosigenes Archon.—A. 11 . Pliilip. 19.—Olympiad. 109. An. 3.

Though we have heard a great deal, Athenians

!

in almost every assembly, of those acis of violence

which Philip hath been committing, ever since his

treaty, not against ours only, but the other states of

Greece ; though all (1 am confident) are ready to

acknowledge, even they who fail in the perform-

ance, that we should every one of us exert our

efforts, in council and in action, to oppose and to

chastise his insolence
;
yet to such circumstances

are you reduced by your supineness, that I fear,

(shocking as it is to say, yet) that, had we all agreed

to propose, and you to embrace such measures, as

would most effectually ruin our affairs, they could

not have been more distressed than at present. And
to this, perhaps, u variety of causes have conspired

;

nor could we have been thus affected by one or two.

But, upon a strict and just inquiry, you will find it

principally owing to those orators, who study rather

to gain your fovour, than to advance your interests.

Some of whom (attentive only to the means of

establishing their own reputation and power) never

extend their thoughts beyond the present moment,

and therefore think that your views are equally

confined. Others^ by their accusations and invec-
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lives against those at the head of aifairs, labour only

to make the state inflict severity upon itself; that,

while we are thus engaged, Philip may have full

power of speaking and of acting as he pleases.

Such are now the usual methods of our statesmen,

and hence all our errors and disorders.

Let me entreat you, my countrymen, that if I

speak some truths with boldness, I may not be ex-

posed to your resentment. Consider this ; on other

occasions, you account liberty of speech so general

a privilege of all within your walls, that aliens and

slaves * are allowed to share it. So that many

domestics may be found among you, speaking their

thoughts with less reserve than citizens in some

other states. But from your councils you have

utterly banished it. And the consequence is this

;

in your assemblies, as you listen only to be pleased,

you meet with flattery and indulgence ; in the cir-

* Aliens and slaves. The Athenians piqued tlieraselvcs upon

being the most independent and most humane of all people.

With them a stranger had liberty of speaking as he pleased, pro-

vided he let nothing escape him against the government. So

far were tlicy from admitting him into their public deliberations,

that a citizen was not permitted to touch on state affairs in tlie

presence of an alien. Their slaves enjoyed a proportionable

degree of indulgence. The Saturnalia, when they were allowed

to assume the character of masters, was originally an Athenian

institution, and adopted at Rome by Numa. At Sparta and

Thessaly, on the contrary, slaves were treated with such severity,

as obliged them frequently to revolt. The humanity of Athens

had its reward ; for their slaves did them considerable service

on several occasions ; at Marathon, in the war of Egina, and at

Argimissc. Toukheil,
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cuiusl'cuiccs of public afiiiir.s you find yourselves

threatened with the extremity of daii'^er. If you

have still the same dispositions, 1 must he silent : if

you will attend to your true interests, without ex-

pecting’ to be flattered, I am ready to speak. For

although our alfairs are wretchedly situated, though

our inactivity hath occasioned many losses, yet by

proper vigour and resolution you may still repair

them all. What I am now going to advanee may
])ossihIy a))pear incredii)le

;
yet it is a certain truth.

'The greatest of all our past misfortunes is a cir-

cumstance the most favourable to our future ex-

pectations. And what is (his.^ That the present

difficulties are really owing t(» our utter disregard

of every thing which in any degree affected our

interests. For were we thus situated in spite of

every effort which our duty demanded, then wc
should regard our fortune as absolutely desperate.

Hut now Philip hatli conquered your supinencss

and inactivity : the state he hath not conquered.

Nor have you been defeated
;
your force hath not

even been exerted.

Were it generally acknowledged that Philip was

at war with the state, and had really violated the

peace, the only point to be considered would then

be, how to oppose him with the greatest case and
safety. But since there are persons so strangely

infatuated, that, although he be still extending his

conquests, although he hath possessed himself of a

considerable part of our dominions, although all

mankind have suffered by his injustice, they can

VOL. I. N
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yet hear it repeated in this assembly, that it is some

of us who are embroiling- the state in war

:

Tliis

suggestfon must first be guarded against ; else there

is reason to apprehend, that the man who moves you

to oppose your adversary, may incur the censure of

being the author of the war.

And, first of all, I lay down this as certain ; If it

wore in our power to determine whether we should

be at peace or war; if peace (that I may begin

with this) were wholly dependent upon the option

of the state, there is no doubt but we should em-

brace it. And I expect, that lie who asserts it is,

will, without attempting to prevaricate, draw up

his decree in form, and propose it to your accept-

ance. But if the other party hath drawn the sword,

and gathered his armies round him ; if he amuse us

with the name of peace, while he really proceeds to

all kinds of hostilities ; what remains but to oppose

him ? To make professions of peace, indeed, like

him ;—if this be agreeable to you, 1 acquiesce.

But if any man takes that for peace, which is en-

abling him, after all^his other conquests, to lead his

forces hither, his mind must be disordered : at

least, it is our conduct only towards him, not his

towards us, that must be called a peace. But this it

is for which all Philip’s treasures are expended ;
that

he should carry on the war against you, but that

you should make no war on him.—Should we

continue thus inactive, till he declares himself our

enemy, we should be the weakest of mortals. This

he would not do, although he were in the heart of
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Attica, even at the Pirajus, if we may judge from

his heliaviour to others. For it was not till he

came within a few miles® of Olynthus that he de-

clared, that “ either tlie Olynthians must quit their

“ city, or he his kingdom.” Had he been accused

of this at any time before, he would have resented

it, and ambassadors must have been dispatched to

justify tlicir master. In like manner, wliile he was

moving towards the Phocians, he still alTected to

regard them as allies and friends ; nay, there were

actually ambassadors from Piiocis, who attended

him in his march
;
and among us were many who

insisted that this march portended no good to

Thebes. Not long since, when he went into Thes-

saly, with all the appearance of amity, he ]K)ssessed

himself of Pherjc. And it is but now he told the

wretched people of Orcuin, that he had, in all

afiection, sent some forces to inspect their alTairs

:

for that he heard they laboured under disorders and

seditions
; and that true friends and allies should

not be absent upon such occasions. And can you

imagine, that he who chose to make use of artifice,

rather than open force, against enemies by no means

able to distress him, who at most could but have

defended themselves against hini ; that he will

openly proclaim his hostile designs against you

;

and this, when you yourselves obstinately shut your

eyes against Iheitr? Impossible! He would be the

absurdest of mankind, if, while his outrages pass

* Jew miks. See. In the original, /orty stadia, about fire

miles.
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unnoticed, while you are wholly cngao'cd in accu-

sing’ some among yourselves, and endeavouring to

bring the^jlb a trial, he should put an etui to your

private contests, warn you to direct all your zeal

against him, and so deprive his pensioners of their

most specious pretence for suspending your reso-

lutions, that of his not being at war with the state.

Heavens ! is there any man of a right mind, who

would judge of peace or war by words, and not by

actions ? Surely no man. To examine then the

actions of Philip .— \V f>en the peac e was just con-

cluded, before ever Diopithes had received his com-

mission, or those in the Chersonesus had hecn sent

out, he possessed himself of Sen ium and Doriscum,

and obliged the forces our general had stationed in

the citadel of Serrium and the Sacred Mount, to

evacuate these places. From these proceedings, what

arc we to Judge of him ? The peace he had ratified

by the most solemn oaths. And let it not be

asked of what moment is all tliis ? or how is the

state affected by it.^ Whether these things be of no

moment, or whether we arc affected by them or no,

is a question of another nature. Let the instance

of violation be great or small, the sacred obligation

of faith and justice is, in all instances, the same.

But farther : when he sends his forces into the

Chersonesus, which the KING, which every state

* Let it not be asked, &c. The partisans of Philip affected

to speak with contempt of these places. To deny Uie right of

Athens to them was dangerous and unpopular ; they therefore

endeavoured to represent them as beneath the public regard.
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of (j recce acknowledged to be ours; when he con-

fessedly assists our enemies, and braves us with such

letters, what arc his intentions ? for they say he is

not at war w ith us. For iny own part, so far am I

from acknovvlcdg-ing- such conduct to be consistent

with his treaty, that I declare, that by his attack of

the IMeg'areans, by his attempts upon the liberty of

Fubo'a, by his late incursion into '^I’hracc, by liis

practices in Peloponnesus, and by his constant re-

course to the power of arms, in all his transactions,

he has violated the treaty, and is at war with you ;

unless yon will alVirm, that he who prepares to in-

vest a city is still at peace untd the walls be ac-

tually assaulted. You cannot, surely, affirm it

!

1 le whose designs, whose whole conduct, tends to

reduce me to subjection, that man is at war with

me, though not a blow hath yet been given, nor one

weapon drawn. And if any accidenl^should hap-

])en, to what dangers must you be exposed ! The
Hellespont will be no longer yours

;
your enemy

w ill become master of Megara and Eubtea : the

Peloponnesians will be gained over to his interest.

And shall I say, that the man who is thus raising

his eugines, and preparing to storm the city, that

he is at peace with you ? No : from that day in

which Phocis fell beneath his arms, I date his hos-

tilities ag-ainst you. If you will instantly oppose

him, I pronounce you wise ; if you delay, it will

not be in your power when you are inclined. And
so far, Athenians ! do I differ from some other

speakers, that 1 think it now no time to debate

about the Chersonesus or Byzantium ; but that we
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should immediately send reinforcements, and guard

these places from all accidents, supply the generals

stationed there with every thing- they stand in need

of, and extend our care to all the Greeks, now in the

greatest and most imminent danger. Let me en-

treat your attention, while I explain the reasons

which induce me to be apprehensive of this danger ;

that if they are just, you may adopt them, and be

provident of your own interests at least, if those of

others do not affect you ; or if they appear frivolous

and impertinent, you may now, and ever hereafter,

neglect me as a man of an unsound mind.

That Philip, from a mean and inconsiderable

origin, hath advanced to greatness ;
that suspicion

and faction divide all the Greeks ; that it is more

to be admired that he should become so powerful

from what he was, than that now, after such ac-

cessions of sffength, be should accomplish all his

ambitious schemes : these, and other like points

which might be dwelt upon, I choose to pass over.

But there is one concession, which, by tlie influence

of your example, all men have made to him, which

hath heretofore been the cause of all the Grecian

wars. And what is this ? an absolute power to act

as he pleases, thus to harass and plunder every state

of Greece successively, to invade and to enslave

their cities. You held the sovereignty of Greece

seventy-three years *
; the Lacedemonians com-

manded for the space of twenty-nine years " : and

• Seventy-lhree years. Sec a note on Olynth. II. p. 09.

Twenty-nine years. That is, from the destruction of Atlicns
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in tlicsc latter timos^ after llic battle of Leuctra, the

'riiebans were in some deg’ree of eminence. Yet
neither to you, nor to the Thebans, nor to the La-

cedemonians, did the Greeks ever CTant this un-

controlled power : far from it. Gn the contrary,

when you, or rather the Athenians of that age,

seemed to treat some pereons not with due mode-

ration, it was universally resolved to take up arms;

even they who had no private complaints espoused

the can.se of the injured. And when the Lacede-

monians succeeded to your power, the moment that

they attempted to enlarge their sway, and to make

such changes in affairs as betrayed their ambitious

designs, they were opposed by all, even by those

who were not immediately affected by their con-

duct. ILit why do I speak of others.? we ourselves

and the Lacedemonians, though from the first we

could allege no injuries against each other, yet, to

redress the injured, thought ourselves bound to

draw the sword. And all the faults of the Lace-

demonians in their thirty years, and of our ancestors

in their seventy years, do not amount to the out-

rages which Philip hath committed against the

Greeks, within less than tliirteen years of power*;

by Lysander, in die last year of (he 93d Olympiad, to the first

war iu which the Athenians, wlicii re-estahlislied by Conoii,

engaged against Sparta, to free themselves and the other

Greeks from the S|>ar(an yoke, in the last year of the 100th

Olympiad. XOURRBIL.

* Thirteen yeart ofpower. Philip had now reigned nineteen

years. But being at first engaged in wars witli his neighbours,

he did not begin to make any considerable figure iu Greece until
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or, rather, do not all make up the smallest part of

them. This I shall easily prove in a few words.

OlynthiiSj and Methone, and Apollonia, and the

two-and-thirty cities of Thrace, I pass all over

;

every one of which felt such severe effects of his

cruelty, that an observer could not easily determine

whether any of them had ever been inhabited or

no. The destruction of the Fhocians, a people so

considerable, shall also pass unnoticed. But think

on the condition of the Thessalians. Math he not

subverted their states and cities ?— hath he not

established his tetrarchs over (licm ; (hat not only

single town.s, but whole countries ^ might pay him

vassalage ?—are not the slates of Euboea in the

hands of tyrants, and this in an island bordering on

'I’hebcs and Athens —are not these the express

words of his letters, “ they who arc willing to obey
“ me may expect peace from me ?” And he not

only writers, but confirms his menaces by actions.

Me marches directly to the Hellespont; but just

before he attacked Ambraciu ; Elis one of the

the cightli year of Iiis reign, when, after the taking of Methone,

he expelled the tyiants of Thessaly, and cut off the Phociari

army commanded by Onomarchus. From this period Demos-

thenes begins his computation. Touureil.

• Whole countries, The word in the original signifies, a

number of different people dependent on one principal state or

city.

^ Elis, &c. He made him»elf master of this place by treaty,

not by force of arms. Elis entered into the league of the Am*
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chief cities of Peloponnesus, is in his pos|ession

;

not loni>- since he entertained designs against Me-
ga ra. All G recce, all the barbarian world, is too

narrow for this man’s ambition. And though we

Greeks see and hear all this, we send no embassies

to each other, we express no resentment : but into

such wretchedness are we sunk, (blocked up with-

in our several cities,) that even to this day we

have not been able to perform the least part of

that, which our interest or our duty demanded ; to

engage in any associations, or to form any confe-

deracies
;
but look with unconcern upon this man’s

growing power, each fondly imagining (as far as 1

can judge,) that the time in which another is de-

stroyed is gained to him, without ever consulting or

acting for the cause of Greece ; although no man

can be ignorant, that, like the regular periodic re-

turn of a fever, or other disorder, he is coming

upon those who think themselves most remote from

danger.

You are also sensible, that whatever injuries

the Greeks suffered by the Lacedemonians, or by us,

they suffered by the true sons of Greece. And one

may consider it iu this light. Suppose a lawful

heir, born to an affluence, of fortune, should, iu

some instances, be guilty of misconduct ; he indeed

lies open to the justest censure and reproach ;
yet

phiclyons, by which Pliilip was acknowledged as tlieir chief;

and maintained its freedom till after the death of Alexander.

Tourreil.
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it cannot be said that he hath lavished a fortune to

which he had no claim, no right of inheritance.

But should a slave, should a pretended son, waste

those possessions which really belonged to others,

how much more heinous would it be thought

!

how much more Avorthy of resentment! And sliall

not Philip and his actions raise the like indigna-

tion ? he, who is not only no Greek, no way allied

to Greece, but sprung from a part of the barbarian

world, unworthy to be named ; a vile Macedonian !

where formerly we could not find a slave fit to pur-

chase. And hath his insolence known any bounds ?

Besides the destruction of cities, doth he not ap-

point the Pythian games », the common entertain-

ment of Greece: and, if absent himself, send his

slaves, to preside Is he not master of Thermopylae?

Are not the passes into Greece possessed by his

guards and mercenaries ? Hath he not assumed the

honours of the temple'’, in opposition to oar claim,

to that of the Thessalians, that of the Doreans, and

• The Pythian gameSt ^c. To this honour ho was admitted by

being made an Amphictyon, and declared head of the sacred

league. By his slaves, we are to understand no more than his

subjects : for those old republicans afi'ected to speak thus of the

subjects of every king or tyrant. Tourkeil and Olivet.

^ The honours oj the temple, &c. the right of pre-

cedency in consulting the oracle of Delphos. This the Phocians

had enjoyed, as being in possecision of the temple : and Philip

was invested with it, as well as their other privileges. It was

thought of considerable consequence by the Greeks, as appears

from the first article of a peace made between the Athenians and

the allies of Lacedemon. See Thucyd* B. 5. ToVHKfiih.
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of the other Amphictyons
; honours, to which even

the Greeks do not all pretend? Doth he not pre-

scribe to the Thessalians, how they shall be go-

verned ' Doth he not send out his forces, some to

Porthrnus, to expel the Eretrian colony
; some to

Oreum, to make Philistides tyrant ? And yet the

Greeks see all this without the least impatience.

Just as at the fall of hail; every one prays it may
not alight on his ground, but no one attempts to fend

against it : so they not only sulfer the general wrongs

of Greece to pass unpunished, but carry their insen-

sibility to the utmost, and are not roused even by

their private wrongs. Hath he not attacked Am-
bracia and Leucas, cities of the Corinthians ? Hath

he not wrested Naupactus from the Achaeans’, and

engaged by oath to deliver it to the /Etolians ? Hath

he not robbed the Thebans of Echinus '’ ? Is he not

on his march against the Byzantines'? And are they

® Wrested Naupactusfrom the Achaans, &c. Naupactus was

not a city of the Aclucaus, but of the Locri Ozolie, Possibly

Demosthenes speaks with the liberty of an orator, and founds

his assertion on some alliance which Naupactus might have had

with the Achaians against the iEtoliaiis, its inveterate enemies.

This city, thus delivered tip, remained ever after under the

jurisdiction of ALtolia, and is mentioned by Livy and Polybius

as the principal city of that country. Tourreil.
^ Echinus, There were two jilaces of this name : the one in

Acarnania
; the other, which is here spoken of, founded by the

Thebans on the Maiiac Gulf. Tourreil.
• Against the Byzantines. lie had threatened them already,

but had not as yet executed his threats : for we learn from history,

that Philip, having for a considerable time besieged Perlnthus,

raised the siege, in order to march to that of Byzantium. If

the siege of Periaihus had preceded this oration, Dcmosthcuoii.
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not Dur allies ? 1 shall only add, that Cardia, the

chief city of the Chersoncsus, is in liis possession.

Yet these things do not afl'eet us : we are all

languid and irresolute : we watch the motions of

those about us, and regard each otlicr with sus-

picious eyes
;
and this, when we are all so mani-

festly injured. And if he behaves with such inso-

lence towards the general body, to what extrava-

gancies, think ye, will he proceed, when muster of

each particular state?

And now, what is the cause of all this ? (for

there must be some cause, some good reason to’ be

assigned, why the Greeks were once so jealous of

their liberty, and are now ready to submit to

slavery.) It is this, Athenians ! Formerly, men’s

minds were animated with that which tliey now
feel no longer, which conquered all the opulence

of Persia, maintained the freedom of Greece, and

triumphed over the powers of sea and land : but

now that it is lost, universal ruin and confusion

overspread the face of Greece. What is this ? No-
thing subtle or mysterious : nothing more than an

unanimous abhorrence of all those who accepted

bribes from princes, prompted by the ambition of

could not have forgotten so memorable an expedition, in re-

counting the enterprises of Philip. Probably this prince nnnle

a feint of marching to Byzantium, in order to conceal his

designs against Perinthus. ToURREiL.

In the introduction to this oration, the reader has another

account of Philip’s first march against Byzantium,
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subduing, or the bare intent of corrujating Greece.

'I’e be guilty of such practices was accounted a

crime of the blackest kind ; a crime which called

for all the severity of public justice : no petitioning

for mercy, no pardon was allowed. So that neither

orator nor general could sell those favourable cofi-

junctures, with which fortune oftentiu;es assists

the supine against the vigilant, and renders men,

utterly regardless of their interests, superior to those

who e.xert their utmost efforts : nor were mutual

confidence among ourselves, distrust of tyrants and

barbarians, and such-like noble principles, subject

to the power of gold. But now are all thc.se e.x-

posed to .sale, as in a public mart
; and, in ex-

change, such things have been introduced, as have

affected the safety, the very vitals of Greece. What
arc those ? Envy, wjien a man hath received a bribe;

laughter, if he confess it
;

pardon, if he be con-

victed
;
resentment, at his being accused ; and all

the other appendages of corruption. For as to

naval po^ver, troops, revenues, and all kinds of pre-

parations, every thing that is esteemed the strength

of a state, we arc now much better, and more amply

provided, than formerly : but they have lost all tlieir

force, all their efficacy, all their value, by means of

these traffickers.

That such is our present state, you yourselves

are witnesses, and need not any testimony from me.

That our state, in former times, was quite opposite

to this, I shall now convince you, not by any argu-

ments of mine, but by a decree of your ancestors,
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which they inscribed upon a brazen column erected

in the citadel ; not with a view to their own ad-

vantage (they needed no sucli memorials to inspire

them with just sentiments,) but that it miglit de-

scend to you, as an example of the great attention

due to sucli affairs. Hear tlien the inscription

:

“LET ARTIIMIUS* OE ZELTA, THE SON
“ OF PYTHONAX, BE ACCOUNTED INFA-
« MOUS, AND AN ENEMY TO THE ATHE-
“NIANS AND THEIR ALLIES, BOTH HE
“AND ALL HIS RACE.” Then comes the

reason of liis sentence :
“ BECAUSE HE

“BROUGHT GOLD FROM MEDIA INTO
“ PELOPONNESUS.”—Not to Athens. This is

the decree. And now, in the name of all the god.s,

reflect on this ! think what wisdom, what dignity,

appeared in this action of our ancestors ! one Arth-

mius of Zelia, a slave of the KING’S, (for Zelia is

a city of Asia,) in obedience to his master, brings

a LET ARTHMllJS, &c. This, in a few words, was the

occasion of publishing this terrible decree against Artbinius, of

which Theniistocles was the author. Egypt had thrown off the

yoke of Artaxerxes Longiinaiius. A formidable army marclied

to reduce tlie rebels ; but failed of success, as Athens had pro-

vided for their defence. The resentment of Artaxerxc.s then

turned against the Athenians. He sent Megabyzu.s, and other

secret agents, into Peloponnesus, to raise up enemies against

them by the force of bribery ; and to blow up the flame of resent-

ment and jealousy in Sparta, which was ever ready to break out.

But the attempt was ineffectual. Arthmius probably was one

of the king of Persia’s agents in this affair ; and Diodorus, who

does not name him, includes him however in the general appel-

lation cf the emissaries of Artaxerxes. Tourreil.
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goldj not into Athens, but Peloponnesus. Tliis

man they declare an enemy to them and their con-

federates, and that he and his posterity shall be in-

famous. Nor was this merely a mark of ignominy

;

for how did it concern this Zelite whether he was
to be received into the community of Athens or

no ? The sentence imported something more ; for,

in the laws relating to capital cases, it is enacted,

that WHEN THE LEGAL PUNISHMENT OP
A MAN’S CHIME CANNOT HE INFLICTED,
HE MAY BE PUT TO DEATH. And it was

accounted meritorious to kill him. “ LET NOT
“ THE INFAMOUS iMAN, ” saith the law, » BE
- PEllMlTl'ED ^rO LIVE.” Intimating, that he

is free from guilt who executes tins sentence.

Our fathers, therefore, thought themselves bound

to extend their care to all Greece ; else they must

have looked witli unconcern at the introduction of

bribery into Peloponnesus. But we find they pro-

ceeded to sucli severity against all they could de-

tect in it, as to raise monuments of their crimes.

Hence it was (and no wonder) that the Greeks were

a terror to the Barbarians, not the Barbarians to

the Greeks. But now it is not so : for you do not

shew the same spirit, upon such, or upon any other

occasions. How then do you behave ? you need

not be informed. Why should the whole censure

fall on you ? the conduct of the rest of Greece is

no less blameable. It is my opinion, therefore, that

the present state of things demands the utmost care,

and most salutary counsel. What counsel? Shall I
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propose it? and will ye not be offended ? Read

this memorial.

[^Here the secretary reads. And the speaker re-

sumes his discourse.~\

And here 1 must take notice of one weak argu-

ment made use of, to inspire us with confidence :

That Philip is not yet so powerful as the Lacede-

monians once were, who commanded by sea and

land, were strengthened by the alliance of the

KING *, were absolute and uncontrolled ; and yet

wc made a brave stand against them ; nor was all

their force able to crush our state. In answer to

this, I shall observe, that, amidst all the alterations

and improvements which have happened in affairs

of every kind, nothing hath been more improved

than the art of war : for, in the first place, I am
informed, that at that time the Lacedemonians,

and all the other Greeks, used to keep the field

four or five months, just the convenient season;

« fVere strengthened by the alliance of the KING, After the

expedition into Sicily, an expedition as unfortunate as it was

imprudent, the Athenians might still have supported themselves,

if the king of Persia had not concurred to precipitate their ruin.

Tissaphernes, the satrap of Darius Nothus, conducted the first

alliance between his master and the Lacedemonians. 'Phis al-

liance had at that time no very great effect. But when Cyrus

the Younger was sent, by order of his father, to command in

Asia Minor, Lysander gained the affection of this young prince,

who soon made him able to give law to Athens. It is this

period which Demosthenes points out.
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and having so long continued their invasion, and

infested the territories of their enemy, witli tjieir

heavy-armed and domestic forces, they retired into

their own country. Then, such was the simplicity,

I should say the national spirit * of that age, that the

• Ishould say the national spirit, &c. Circuin.stances peculiar

to any people, singular customs, particular relations, and the

like, give rise to words and phrases, incapable of being pre-

cisely rendered into any other language. And such I take to

be the word Every particular state of Greece was a

member of a larger political body, that of the nation, in which

all the several communities were united by national laws, national

customs, and a national religion. This I have explained at

large, on another occasion. (See Prelim. Dissert, to the Life

of Philip.) The word therefore, I understand as

expressive of that duty which each state owed to the Helenic

Body, which prescribed bounds and laws to their wars, and

forbade their passions, contests, and animosities against each

other, to break out into any excesses which might affect the

welfiire of the nation. They were to fight, not as inveterate

foes, but competitors for power and honour. To recur to

bribery, in order to defeat their antagonists, was to be guilty of

corrupting the morals, of what, in an extensive sense, may be

called their country. In like manner, the word civil is, in

Latin, is used in a sense somewhat analogous to this, as denot-

ing the regard which every citizen should pay to the rights of

others, in opposition to despotism, pride, imperiousness, and all

those passions which are enemies to liberty and the general

good. Thus we find in Tacitus, ‘‘ Juveni civile ingenium, mira

comitas.^' Ann. 1. Silentium ejus non civile, ut credi-

‘‘ derat, sed in superbiam accipiebatur.'^ Ann. 0. And of

Tiberius, the historian says, Liberatus metu, civiLEM se

“ admodum inter initia, ac paulo minus qukm privatum egit.’^

I have observed, in a note on the exordium of the Second Phi-

lippic, that a regard to the interest of Greece was generally the

most extensive affection in the minds of its inhabitants. And

that the extensive social affections were denoted by the Greek

VOL, I O
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power of gold was never called to their assistance

;

but all their wars vver||fair and open. Now, on the

contrary, we see ifiest defeats owing to treachery ;

no formal engagements, nothing left to the decision

of arms. For you find the rapid progress of Philip

is not owing to the force of regular troops, but to

armies composed of light horse and foreign archers.

With these he pours down upon some people,

already engaged by civil discord and commotions :

and when none will venture out in defence of their

state, on account of their private suspicions, lie

brings up his engines, and attacks their walls. Not
to mention his absolute indilference to heat and

cold, and that there is no peculiar sca.son which he

gives to pleasure. Let these things sink deep into

all our minds : let us not sulfcr his arms to ap-

proach these territories : let us not proudly * depend

on our strength, by forming our judgments from

the old Lacedemonian war : but let us attend,

with all possible precaution, to our interests and

word w.XtTuw, we learn from Cicero. Let the following quo-

tation, from the fifth book of his treatise de Finibus, suffice

on this occasion : " Cum sic hominis natura generata sit, ut

habeat quiddam innatum quasi civile et populate quod
** Graci noXiTwb vocant, quicquid aget quseque virtus, id k

" communitate, et ea quam exposui charitate, atque socletate

** humana, non abhorrebit.” The authority of a writer, who

devoted so much of his attention to the moral and political

learning of the Greeks, and took so much pains to explain

to hia couqtrymen, may surely be deemed decisive.

* Let uinetproudly, &e. In the original litrf»x^^*rtlSinu, which,

besides the signification which Wolfius assigns it, is frequently

rendered intekscere, tuperbire.
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our armaments: ami let this be our point in view ;

to confine him to his own kingdom ; not to engage

him upon equal terms in the field. For if you be

satisfied with committing hostilities, there nature

hath given you many advantag'e.s “ (let us but do our

part). The situation of his kingdom, for instance,

exposes it to all (Ik; fury of an enemy
; not to speak

of many other circumstances. Dut if wc once come

to a reg’ular engagement, there his experience must

give him the superiority.

Rut these arc not the only points that require

your attention : nor are you to oppose him only by

the arts of war. It is akso necessary that reason and

penetration should inspire you with an abhorrence

of those who plead his cause before you : ever bear-

ing in mind the absolute impossibility of conquer-

ing our foreign enemy, until we have punished

those who are serving him within our walls. Rut

this, 1 call the powers of heaven to witness, ye can-

not, ye will not do ! No ; such is your infatuation,

or madness, or 1 know not what to call it, (for

1 am oftentimes tempted to believe, that some

power, more than human, is driving us to ruin,)

that through malice, or envy, or a spirit of ridicule,

or some like motive, you command hirelings to

speak, (some of whom dare not deny that they arc

* Many advantages. Altlioug^h the Atlicniaiis liad lost Am-
phipolis, Pydna, and Potidaea, they were still in possession of

Thassus, Lemnos, and the acljacent islands, from whence they

might readily have attempted a descent on Maccdon. TouniiEit.
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hirelings,) and make their calumnies serve your

mirth. Yet, shocking as this is, there is somelliing

still more shocking; these men are allowed to direct

the public affairs with greater security than your

faithful counsellors. And now observe the dread-

ful consequences of listening to such wretches.—

I

shall mention facts well known to you all.

In Olynthus, the administration of affairs was

divided between two parties. The one, in the in-

terest of Philip, entirely devoted to him ; the other,

inspired by true patriotism, directed all their efforts

to preserve the freedom of their country. To which

of those are we to charge the ruin of the state?

or who betrayed the troops, and by that treachery

destroyed Olynthus ? The creatures of Philip.

Yet while their city stood, these men pursued the

advocates for liberty, with such malicious accusations

and invectives, that an assembly of the people was

persuaded even to banish Apollonides.

But this is not the only instance. The same

custom hath produced the same calamities in other

places. In Eretria, at the departure of Plutarchus

and the foreign troops, when the people had pos-

session of the city and of Porthmus, some were in-

clined to seek our protection, some to submit to

Philip. But being influenced by this latter party,

on most, or, rather, all occasions, the poor unfortu-

nate Eretrians were at length persuaded to banish

their faithful counsellors. And the consequence

was this ; Philip, their confederate and friend, de-
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tached a thousand mercenaries, under the command
of Hipponicus, rased the fortifications of Porthnius,

set three tyrants over them, Hipparchus, Automedon,
and Clilarchus

; and after that, when they discovered

some inclination to shake off the yoke, drove them
twice out of their territory ; once by the forces com-
manded by Eurylochus ; and again, by those upder

Parmen io.

To give but one instance more. In Oreum, Phi-

listides was tlie agent of Philip
; as were Menippus,

and Socrates, and Thoas, and Agapmus, the present

masters of that city. And this was universally

known. But there was one Euphrseus, a roan for

some time resident at Athens, who stood up against

captivity and slavery. Much might be said of the

injurious and contemptuous treatment which he

received from the people of Oreum, upon other

occasions. But the year before the taking of the

city, as he saw through the traitorous designs of

Philistides and his accomplices, he brought a for-

mal impeachment against them. Immediately, con-

siderable numbers form themselves into a faction,

(directed and supported by Philip,) and hurry away

Euphrseus to prison, as a disturber of the public

peace. The people of Oreum were witnesses of

this
; but, instead of defending him, and bring-

ing his enemies to condign punishment, shewed no

resentment towards them ; but approved, and tri-

umphed in his sufferings. And now the faction,

possessed of all the power they wished for, laid

their scliemcs for the ruin of the city, and were
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carrying tlicin into execution. Among tlie people,

if any man perceived tliis, lie was silent; struck

with the remembrance of Euphrmus and liis sulier-

ings. And to such dejection were they reduced,

that no one dared to express the least apprehension

of the approaching danger, until the enemy drew

up before their walls, and prepared for an assault.

Then some defended, others betrayed their state.

When the city had thus been shamefully and basely

lost, the faction began to exercise the most tyrannic

power; having, either by banishment or death, re-

moved all those who had asserted their own cause,

and that of Euphraius
;
and were still ready for any

noble enterprise. Euphraeus himself put an end to

his own life : and thus gave proof, that, in his oppo-

sition to Philip, he had been actuated by a just and

pure regard to the interest of his country.

And now what could be the reason (you may
possibly ask with surprise) that the people of Olyn-
thus, and those of Erelria, and those of Oreum, all

attended with greater pleasure to the advocates of

Philip than to their own friends ? The same rea-

son which prevails here. Because they who are

engaged on the part of truth and justice, can never,

even if they were inclined, advance any thing to

recommend themselves to favour : their whole con-

cern is for the welfare of the state. The others

need but to soothe and flatter, in order to second

the designs of Philip. The one press for supplies

;

the others insist that they are not wanted : the one

call their countrymen to battle, and alarm them
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witli apprehensions of danger ; the others are ever

recommending peace, until the toils come too near

to be escaped. And tlius, on all occasions, one set

of men speak but to insinuate themselves into the

affections of their fellow-citizens
; the other to pre-

serve them from ruin : till, at last, the interests of

the state arc given up
; not corruptly or ignorantly,

but from a desperate purpose of yielding to the fate

of a constitution thought to be irrecoverably lost.

And, by the powers of heaven ! I dread, that this

may prove your case ; when you find that reflection

cannot serve you ! And when I turn my eyes to the

men who have reduced you to this, it is not terror*

that 1 feel; it is the utmost detestation. For,

whether they act through design or ignorance, the

distress to which they are reducing us is manifest.

But far be this distress from us, Athenians ! It were

better to die ten thousand deaths, than to be guilty

of a servile complaisance to Philip, and to abandon

any of your faithful counsellors ! The people of

Oreum have now met a noble return for their con-

fidence in Philip’s creatures, and their violence to-

wards Euphrasus. The Erelrians are nobly re-

* ft is not terror

f

&c. Tl^e word iii the original signifies the most

abject fear and dismay ; and tlie whole passage seems to have a

particular reference or allusion. Possibly some of Philip's piEirti-

sans might have accused Demosthenes of being thus affected at

their sight
;
while they magnified their own integrity and reso-

lution, their true discernment, and patriotic zeal for the interest

of their country ; and possibly might have called out for severe

punishment on the man who dared to utter the most bitter in-

vectives against a powerful prince in alliance with Athens,
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warded for driving* out our ambassadors, and com-

mitting their affairs to Clitarchus. Captivity, and

stripes, and racks are their reward. Great was his

indulgence to the Olynthians, for choosing Lasthe-

nes their general, and banishing Apollonides, It

were folly and baseness to be amused with such

false hopes as theirs, when neither our counsels di-

rect us, nor our inclinations prompt us, to the pur-

suit of our true interests ; and to suffer those who
speak for our enemies, to persuade us that the slate

is too powerful to be affected by any accident what-

ever. It is shameful to cry out, when some event

hath surprised us, “ Heavens ! who could have ex-

“ pected this ? We should have acted thus and
“ thus ; and avoided these and these errors." There

are many things the Olynthians can now mention,

which, if foreseen in time, would have prevented

their destruction. The people of Oreum can men-

tion many : those of Phocis many : every slate that

hath been destroyed can men! ion many such things.

But what doth it avail them now ? While the vessel

is safe, whether it be great or small, the mariner,

the pilot, every person should exert himself in his

particular station, and preserve it from being

wrecked, cither by villainy or unskilfulness. But

when the sea hath once broken in, all care is vain.

And therefore, Athenians ! while we are yet safe,

possessed of a powerful city, favoured with many
resources, our reputation illustrious What are

we to do ? (perhaps some have sat with impatience

to ask.)——! shall now give my opinion, and pro-
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pose it in form ; that^ if approved, your voices may
confirm it.

Having, in the first place, provided for your

defence, fitted out your navy, raised your supplies,

and arrayed your forces (for although all other

people should submit to slavery, you should still

contend for freedom ;) having made such a provision

(I say,) and this in the sight of Greece, then we are

to call others to their duty ; and, for this purpose,

to send ambassadors into all parts, to Peloponnesus,

to Rhodes, to Chios, and even to the KING
;

(for

he is by no means unconcerned in opposing the ra-

pidity of this man’s progress.) If ye prevail, ye will

have sharers in the dangers and expense which may
arise ; at least you may gain some respite : and as

we are engaged against a single person, and not

the united powers of a commonwealth, this may be

of advantage ; as were those embassies of last year

into Peloponnesus, and those remonstrances which

were made in several places by me, and Polydatus,

that true patriot, and Hegesippus, and Clitomachus,

and Lycurgus, and the other ministers; which

checked his progress, prevented his attack ofAm-
bracia, and secured Peloponnesus from an invasion.

I do not mean that we should endeavour to raise

that spirit abroad, which we ourselves are unwilling

to assume. It would be absurd to neglect our own

interests, and yet pretend a regard to the common

cause ; or, while we are insensible to present dan-

gers, to think of alarming others with apprehensions
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of futurity. No : Jet us provide tlie forces in tlie

Cliersonesus witli money, and every tiling else that

they desire. Let us begin with vigour on our part

;

then call upon the other Greeks ; convene, instruct,

exhort them. Thus it becomes a state of such

dignity as ours. If you think the protection of

Greece may be intrusted to the Chalcidians and

Megaraeans, and so desert its cause, you do not

think justly. It will be well if they can protect

themselves. No : this is your province ; this is that

prerogative transmitted from your ancestors, the

reward of all their many, and glorious, and great

dangers. If every man sits down in ease and in-

dulgence, and studies only to avoid trouble, he will

certainly find no one to supply his place ; and I am
also apprehensive, that we may be forced into all

that trouble to which we are so averse. Were there

persons to act in our stead, our inactivity would

have long since discovered them : but there arc

really none.

You have now heard my sentiments. You have

heard the measures I propose, and by which I ap-

prehend our affairs may be yet retrieved. If any

man can offer some more salutary course, let him

arise, and declare his opinion. And whatever be

your resolution, the gods grant that we may feel its

good effects.

END OF THE THIRD FHIUFPIC.
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INTRODUCTION.

Soon after the preceding oration, the Athenian

succours arrived at Eubcea. Demosthenes had pro-

posed the decree for them ; and tlie command was

given to Phocion, whom the Athenians gladly em-
ployed on all extraordinary emergencies, and who
was always ready to serve them, at the same time

that he highly condemned their conduct.

Demosthenes attended Phocion, not in a military

character, but to endeavour to gain over the people

of Euboea to the Athenian interest ; in which he

had some success : while the general, on his part,

acted with so much conduct and resolution, that

the Macedonians were forced to abandon the island

;

and the Euboeans entered into a treaty of alliance

with Athens.

In the mean time Philip marched along the

Hellespont, to support his fleet then in view, and

to prevent Diopithes from cutting off his provisions.

When he had crossed the Isthmus of the Cherso-

nesus, he returned, and by a forced march arrived

with the choice of his army at Cardia ; where he

surprised Diopithes, and defeated him in an action
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in which that general fell. This he affected to

consider, not as an open breach of his treaty, but

only as the consequence of the protection he had

granted to the Cardians, and an act of particular

revenge he had determined to take on Diopithes,

Philip then joined his army, and encamped be-

fore Perinthus, a place considerable by its com-

merce and situation, ever firm to the Athenians,

and consequently dreadful and dangerous to

Philip. The Perinthians defended themselves with

a courage almost incredible, and which, it ap-

peared, could not be abated by danger or fatigue.

Philip, on his part, pressed them by all the methods

of assault ; 4nd after many vigorous efforts on each

side, when the city was just on the point of being

taken by assault, or of being obliged to surrender

at discretion, fortune provided for it an unexpected

succour.

The fame of Philip’s arms having alarmed the

court of Persia, Ochus sent his letters mandatory

to the governors of the maritime provinces, di-

recting them to supply Perinthus with all things

in their power : in consequence* of which they

filled it with troops and provisions. While the

Byzantines, justly conceiving their own turn

would be next, sent into the city the flower of

their youth, with all other necessaries for an ob-

stinate defence.
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The Perinthians, thus reinforced, resumed their

former ardour. And as all they suffered was on

account of Athens, they dispatched ambassadors

thitlier, to demand the speedy and effectual assist*

ance of that state. On this occasion Demosthenes

pronounced the following oration.
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Niconiachus, Archou—A. 11. Philip. 20.—Olymphid. 109. An. 4.

As I am pei'suadcd, Athenians ! that you arc now
convened about aflairs of greatest moment^ such as

aftcct the very being- of the state, 1 shall endeavour

to speak to them in the manner most agreeable to

your interests.

There are faults of no late origin, and gradually

increased to no inconsiderable number, which have

conspired to involve us in the present difficulties.

But, of all these, what at this time most distresses

us is this : that your minds are quite alienated from

public affairs ; that your attention is engaged just

while you are assembled, and some new ev.ent re-

lated
; then each man departs, and, far from being

^ We shall find in this oration many things which occur in those

that are precedent ; and as it is on the same subject, already ex-

hausted by so many orations, it w as in some sort necessary for the

orator to make use of repetitions. And it should seem, that in

such a case repetition is by no means a fault, particularly as we
may consider this as a recapitulation of all the others ; and 'may

in effect call it the PERORATION OFTHE PHILIPPICS. In

which the orator resumes the arguments he had already made
use of ; but, in resuming them, gives them new force, as well by
the manner in which they are disposed, as by the many addi-

tions with which they are heightened, TouKRElL,

VOL. I. P
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influenced by what he hath lieard, lie does not even

remember it.

The insolence and outrage with which Philip

treats all mankind^ arc really as great as you hear them

represented. That it is not possible to set bounds

to these, by the force of speeches and debates, no

one can be ignorant ; for if other arguments cannot

convince, let this be weighed ; whenever we have

had occasion to plead in defence of our rights, we
have never failed of success, we have never incurred

the censure of injustice ; but all places and all per-

sons must acknowledge that our arguments are irre-

sistible. Is he then distressed by this ? and are our

aflairs advanced ? By no means ! For as he pro-

ceeds to take up arms, leads out his troops, and is

ready to hazard his whole empire in pursuit of his

designs, while we sit here, pleading, or attending to

those who plead the justness of our cause, the conse-

quence (and I think the natural consequence) is

this : actions prove superior to words ; and men's

regards are engaged, not by those arguments which

we ever have advanced, or may now advance, how
just soever, but by the measures we pursue ; and these

are by no means fitted to protect any of the injured

states : to say more of them is unnecessary.

As, then, all Greece is now divided into two

parties ; the one composed of those who desire

jaeither to exercise, nor to be subject to arbitrary

power, but to enjoy the benefits of liberty, laws,

and independence ; the other, of those who, while

they aim at an absolute command of their fellow*
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citizens; arc themselves the vassals of another per-

son, by whose means they hope to obtain their pur-

poses ; his partizans, the alTccters of tyranny and

despotism, are superior every where. So that of

all the poiinlar constitutions, I know not whether

one be left firmly established, except our own.

And they who in the several states liave been raised

by him to the administration of allairs, have their

superiority secured by all the means which can ad-

vance a cause. The first and principal is this

:

Wlien they would bribe those who are capable of

selling their integrity, they have a person ever ready

to supply them. In the next place, (and it is of no

less moment,) at whatever season they desire it,

there arc forces at hand to overwhelm their op-

posers ; while we, Athenians ! are not only defi-

cient in these particulars, but unable even to

awaken from our indolence ; like men reduced by

some potion * to a lethargic state. In consequence

of this, (for 1 hold it necessary to speak the truth,)

we are fallen into such contempt and infamy, that,

of the people immediately threatened with danger,

some contend with us for the honour of command-
ing, some about t^ie place of conference’’; while

^ Like men reduced by some potion, &c. In Uie original, like

men who have drank of mandragora ; an herb ranked by natu-

ralists among those of a soporiterous kind. It seems to have

been a proverbial phrase, to signify indolent and negligent per-

sons. Tourreil.

* For the honour of commanding, some about the place of

conference. In all the confederate wars of the Greeks, that

slate which was acknowledged the most powerful, bad the

p2
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•Others determine rather to trust to their own

strength than to accept of your assistance.

And wliy am I thus particular in recounting

these things? I call the gods to witness, that

I would not willingly incur your displeasure
;
but

I would have you know, and see, that in public as

well as in private affairs, continued indolence and

supineness, though not immediately felt in every

single instance of omission, yet, in the end, must

affect the general welfare. You see this in the in-

stances of Serrium and Doriscum. When the peace

was made, we began with neg4ecting these places.

(Perhaps some of you have never heard of them.)

And these places, thus abandoned and despised,

lost you Thrace, and your ally Cersobleptes, Again,

when he saw that this did not rouse you, and that

you sent no assistance, he rased P<)rthmus ; and, to

keep us in continual awe, erected a tyranny in Eu-

bcea, over against Attica. This was disregarded : and

his attempt upon Megara was well nigh successful.

Still ye were insensible, expressed no impatience, no

inclination to oppose him. He purchased An-

tronae ; and soon after got possession of Oreum. I

pass over many things
; Pheratf,' the march to Am-

bracia, the massacre of Elis *, and thousands of the

honour of giving a commander in chiefs and of appointing the

place of general congress for concertuig the operations, la

the Persian war we find the Lacedemonians and Athenians

fometimes contending for these points ; which in effect was a

dispute which of these states was most respectable.

• the march to Amhracia^ the masiacre of Elis^ An
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like actions : for it is not my design to give

detail of Philip’s acts of outrage and injustice ; but

to convince you, that tlie property and liberty of

mankind will never be secure from him, until he

meets with some effectual opposition.

There are persons who, before they hear affairs

debated, stop us with this question, “ What is to be
“ done.?” not that they may do it, when informed,

(for then they would be the best citizens,) but to

prevent the trouble of attending. It is my part,

however, to declare what we are now to do.

First, then, Athenians ! be firmly persuaded of

this : that Philip is committing hostilities against

us, and has really violated the peace : that he has

the most implacable enmity to this whole city ; to

the ground on which this city stands ; to the very

orator docs not always pujue himself on an exact adherence to

history
; but sometimes disguises facts, or aggravates them, when

it serves his purpose. One would imagine that Philip had

committed some terrible outrages at Pherse ; and yet he only

restored the liberty of that city, by expelling its tyrants. And
as to the massacre of Elis, it is not to be imputed immediately

to Philip. He had, indeed, as chief of the allies in the sacred

war, and head of the Ainphictyons, suggested the resolution of

proscribing the Phocians, and all the favourers of their impiety.

Some of these who had fled into Crete with their general

Phalecus, joined witli a body of men who had been banished

from Elis, made an inroad into Peloponnesus, and attempted

an attack upon their countrymen; who with the assistance of

the Arcadians, obliged this rebellious army to surrender at dis-

cretion
; and, in obedience to the decree of the Amphiclyons,

put it to the sword. ToURREiL.
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gotls of this city : (May their vengeance fall upon,

him
!)

but against our constitution is his force

principally directed ; the destruction of this is, of all

other things, the most immediate object of his secret

schemes and machinations. And there is, in some

sort, a necessity that it should be so. Consider ; he

aims at universal power ; and you he regards as the

only persons to dispute his pretensions. He hath

long injured you ; and of this he himself is fully

conscious
;
for the surest barriers of his other do-

minions are those places which he hath taken from

us : so that if he should give up Amphipolis and

Potidffia, he would not think himself secure in Ma-
cedon. He is then sensible, both that he entertains

designs against you, and that you perceive them ;

and, as he thinks highly of your wisdom, he judges

that you hold him in the abhorrence he deserves.

To these things (and these of such importance) add,

that he is perfectly convinced, that although he

were master of all other places, yet it is impossible

for him to be secure, while your popular govern-

ment subsists : but that if any accident should hap-

pen to him, (and every man is subject to many,) all

those who now submit to force, would seize the

opportunity, and fly to you for protection : for you

are not naturally disposed to grasp at power, or, to

usurp dominion ; but to prevent usurpation, to

wrest their unjust acquisitions from the hands of

others, to curb the violence of ambition, and to

preserve the liberty of mankind, is your peculiar

excellence. And therefore it is with regret he sees

in that freedom you enjoy, a spy upon the incidents
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of his fortune : nor is this his reasoning weak or

trivial. First, then, he is on this account to be re-

garded as the implacable enemy of our free and

popular constitution. In the next place, we should

be fully persuaded that all those things which now
employ him, all that he is now projecting, he is

projecting against this city. There can be none

among you weak enough to imagine, that the de-

sires of Philip arc centred in those paltry villages*

of Thrace; (for what name else can we give to Dron-

gilus, and Cabyle, and Mastira, and all those places

now said to be in his possession ?) that he endures

the severity of toils and seasons, and exposes him-

self to the utmost dangers for these ; and has no

designs upon the ports, and the arsenals, and the

navies, and the silver-mines, and other revenues,

and the situation, and the glory of Athens, (which

never may the conquest of ' this city give to him or

any other
!) but will suffer us to enjoy these ; while,

for those trifling hoards of grain he finds in the

cells of Thrace, he takes up his winter-quarters in

aU the horrors of a dungeon. It cannot be ! Even
in his march thither he had these in view ; these

are the chief objects of all his enterprises.

Thus must we all think of him. And let us not

oblige that man, who hath ever been our most

faithful counsellor, to propose the war in form

:

that would be to seek a pretence to avoid it, net to

pursue the interest of our country. To yourselves

' Those paltry villages, &c. See the notes of the oration on

the State of tSe Chersonesus, p, 155. .



210 DEMOSTHENES’ [Orat. IX.

I appeal : if after tlie first, or the second, or the

third of Philip’s infractions of his treaty, (for there

was a long succession of them,) any man had moved

you to declare hostilities agiiinst him, and he had

given the same assistance to the Cardians, as now,

when no such motion came from any Athenian,

would not that man liave been torn to pieces ?

would you not have cried out with one voice, that

it was this which made him ally to the Cardians ?

Do not then seek for some person whom> you may
hate for Philip’s faults, whom you may expose to

the ftiry of his hirelings. When your decree for

war hath once passed, let there be no dispute, whe-

ther it.ought or ought not to have been undertaken.

Observe his manner in attacking you ; imitate it in

your opposition : supply those who are now op-

posing him with money, and whatever else they

want ; raise your supplies
;

prepare your forces,

galleys, horse, transports, and all other necessaries

of a war. At present your conduct must expose

you to derision. Nay, I call the powers to witness,

that you are acting as if Philip’s wishes were to di-

rect you. Opportunities escape you; your trea-

sures arc wasted
;
you shift the weight of public

business upon others; break into passion; criminate

each other. I shall now shew whence these disor-

ders have proceeded, and point out the remedy.

You have never, Athenians ! made the necessary

dispositions in your affairs, or armed yourselves in

time, but have been ever led by events. Then, when

it proves too late to act; you lay down your arras.
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If anotlier incident alarms you, your preparations

arc resumed, and all is tumult and confusion. But

this is not the way. It is impossible ever to secure

the least success by occasional detachments. No :

you must raise a regular army, provide for its sub-

sistence, appoint .state-treasurers, and «-uard the

public money with the strictest attention ; oblige

those treasurers to answer for the sums expended,

and your general for his conduct in the field : and

let this general have no pretence * to sail to any

other place, or eng-age in any other enterprise, than

those prescribed. Let thes€ be your measures, these

your resolutions; and you will compel Philip to

live in the real observance of an equitable peace, and

to confine himself to his own territory, or you will

engage him upon equal terms. And perhaps, Athe-

nians ! perhaps, as you now ask, “ What is Philip

“ doing ? whither is he marching ?” so there may
come a time when he will be solicitous to know
whither our forces have directed their march, and

where they arc to appear.

If it be objected, that these measures will be at-

tended with great expence, and many toils and per-

plexities, I confess it. (It is necessary, absolutely

necessary, that a war should be attended with many

disagreeable circumstances.) But let us consider

what consequences must attend the state, if we re-

fuse to'take this course ; and it will appear that we

shall really be gainers by a seasonable performance

* * Have pretence, See note on Phil. I. p. tC*
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of oiir duty. Suppose some god should be our

surety (for no mortal could be depended on, in an

affair of such moment), that, although you are quite

inactive and insensible, yet he will not at last lead

his armies hither ; still it would be ignominious, it

would (I call every power of Heaven to witness !)

be beneath you, beneath the dignity of your state,

beneath the glory of your ancestors, to abandon all

the rest of Greece to slavery, for the sake of private

ease. I, for my part, would rather die, than propose

such a conduct: if, however, there be any other

person to recommend it to you, be it so ; make no

opposition ; abandon ail affairs : but if there be

no one of this opinion ; if, on the contrary, we all

foresee that the farther this man is suffered to ex-

tend his conquests, the more dangerous and power-

ful enemy we must find in him ; why is our duty

evaded ? why do we delay ? or when will we be dis-

poses to exert ourselves, Athenians ? Must some
necessity press us ? What one may call the necessity

of freemen not only presseth us now, but hath long

since been felt ; that of slaves, it is to be wished,

may never approach us. How do these differ ? To
freemen the most urgent necessity is dishonour ; a

greater cannot, I think, be assigned : to slaves,

stripes and tortures. Far be this from us ! It ought

not to be mentioned

!

And now, the neglect of those things, to which

your lives and fortunes should be devoted, it must

be confessed is by no means justifiable : far from it!

some pretence, however, may be alleged in its ex-
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cuse. But to refuise even to listen to those things

which demand your utmost attention, which are of

the greatest moment to he fully considered, this

deserves the most sc%'erc censure. And yet you
never attend but upon occasions like this, when the

danger is actually present ; nor in time of disen-

gagement do you ever tliink of consulting : but

while he is preparing to distress you, instead of

making like preparations, and providing for your

defence, you are sunk in inactivity ; and if any one

attempts to rouse you, he feels your resentment.

But when- advice is received that some place is

lost, or invested, then you attend, then you prepare.

The proper season for attending and consulting was

then, when you refused ; now, when you are pre-

vailed upon to hear, you should be acting, and ap-

plyiug your preparations. And by this supineness

is your conduct distinguished from that of all other

nations : they usually deliberate before events :

your consultations follow them. There is but

one course left, which should long since have been

pursued ; but still may be of service.—This 1 shall

lay before you.

There is nothing which the state is more con-

cerned to procure on this occasion than money.

And some very favourable opportunities present

themselves, which, if wisely improved, may possibly

supply our demands. In the first place, they whom
the KING regards* as his faithful and strenuous

* They whom the KING regards, Arc. Uc probably mean#

the Xkebaus, who had given Ochus powerful assistance in
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adherents, are the implacable enemies of Philip,

and actually in arms against him. Then the man
who was* Philip's assistant and counsellor in all

his designs against the KING, hath been lately

seized, so that the KING will be informed of his

practices, not by our accusations, to which he might

suppose our private interest prompted us, but by

the very agent and conductor of them. This will

give weight to your assertions
; and there will be

nothing left for your ministers to urge, birt^ what
the KING will gladly attend to : that we should

unite to chastise the man who hath injured us

equally : that Philip will be much more formi-

dable to the KING, if his first attack be made on
us : for that, if he should be permitted to gain any
advantage here, he will then march against him,

free from all apprehensions.'' For all these rea*

sons, 1 think you should send ambassadors to treat

the siege of Pelusium
; and who were now much provoked

at Philip, on account of Echinus, which he had taken froui

them. Tourreil.

^ 1he man who was. See, As Philip seems to have already

projected an expedition into Asia, he received with open arms
all the malcontents of Persia, and held secret intelligence with

the rebel satraps. Hermias, the tyrant of Artana, a city of

Mysia, was of this number ; and had been in confidence with

Philip. Mentor, the Rhodian, general of the Persian army,
drew liini to an interview, by feigned promises, where lie seized

him, and sent him in chains to Ochus. Instead of
some copies have upci<Tvucr7^, brought back: in which case it

must be understood of Memnon or Ariabazus, two rebellious

satraps, who bad taken refuge in Philip's court, but by the

mediation of Mentor were reconciled to the king of Persia.

Hlpian. Tourreil.
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with the KING; and lay aside tl>f>Se idle preju-

dices, which have so often been injurious to your

interests ;
“ that he is a barbarian, our cgnjfnon

“ enemy, and the like.” For my own .jnirt^ when
1 find a man apprehending danger from a prince,

whose residence is in Susa and Ecbatana, and pfiU*.

nouncing- him the enemy of our state, who formeFly

re established its power*, and but now made US’*

such considerable olfers, (if you rejected them, that

was no fault of his,) and yet speaking in another

strain of one who is at our gates, who is extending

his conquests in the very heart of Greece, the plun-

derer of the Greeks, I am astonished ; and^egarci

that man, whoever he is, as dangerous, who doth not

see danger in Philip.

There is another affair, wherein the public hath

been injured, which hath been attacked most un-

justly and indecently ;
which is the constant pre-

tencei, of those who refuse to perform their duty to-

the state ; to which you will find the blame of every

® IVko formerly rc-estahlished its poiver. That is, when

Conon, by the assistance of Artaxerxes Mneinon, beat the

Lacedemonian fleet at, Ctiidos, and restored the liberty and

splendour of his country.

^ And but now made us, <fcc. Artaxerxes Ochus, in orde^’to

reduce Egypt, which had revolted from him, solicited succours

from the principal cities of Greece. Argos and Thebes con-

sented
; but from Athens and Lacedemon he could obtain only

vain professions of friendship. He had, without doubt, offered

large advantages to such people as would concur with him.

Demosthenes here insinuates an accusation of the imprudence

t>f Athens, in rejecting these offers. Tourbeil.
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omission, which every man is guilty of, constantly

transferred. 1 cannot speak of it without great

apprehensions. Yet I will speak; for I think I can

serve my country, by advancing some things both

in behalf of the poor* against the rich, and of the

® Some things both in behalf of the poor^ &c. The theatrical

distributions afforded a perpetual occasion of public contests

between the several orders of (he state. The poor were ever

dissatisfied that the rich citizens shared the largesses, which they

considered as their own peculiar right : and the rich beheld with

impatience the dissipation of the public funds, which threw the

whole weight of the supplies on them. But there was still a

greater cause of complaint. The revenues of (he state were not

always sufficient to defray the immense expenses of feasts and

entertainments* And, in this case, some factious leader, who

was willing to gain popularity, would propose to tax the rich ; or,

perhaps, by some infamous calumnies, would raise a prosecution,

which would bring in a large pecuniary fine. The rich, it may

be imagined, were alarmed at such proceedings : they inveighed

loudly against the authors of them, and sometimes ventured to

accuse them in form, and to bring them to a trial. When their

baseness and evil designs were publicly exposed, the people were

ashamed to avow their intentions of supporting such ffagrant

in justice. Their clamours were loud against the person accused.

But, as in all Judicial processes they gave their votes by ballot,

they then had an opportunity of saving their friend.

All that the orator here says in defence of the theatrical ap-

pointments, is expressed with a caution and reserve quite oppo-

site to his usual openness and freedom ; and which plainly betray

a consciousness of his being inconsistent with his former senti-

ments. How far he may be excused by the supposed necessity

ofyielding to the violent prepossessions ofthe people, and giving

up a favourite point, I cannot pretend to determine. But it is

certainly not very honourable to Demosthenes, to suppose (with

UJpian), that his former opposition was merely p^t^^^nal ;
and

that the death of Eubulus now put an end to it.
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rich against the necessitous ; if we first banish those

invectives, unjustly thrown out against the theatrical

funds ; and those fears, that such an appointment

cannot subsist without some dismal consequences
;

an appointment which above all others, may be most

conducive to our interests, and give the greatest

strength to the whole community.

Attend, then, while 1 first plead for those who
are thought necessitous. There was a time, not

long since, when the state could not raise more than

one hundred and thirty talents “
; and yet none of

* T/ie $late could not raise moi'e than one hundred and thirty

tahnts. We must uuderstand this of those revenues raised out of

Attica only : for the contributions of tlie allies, according to the

taxation of Aristides, amounted to four hundred and sixty talents

annually, and Pericles raised them yet higher. In order to

know the real value of their revenues, we should consider the

prices of things. In the time of Solon, an ox was sold at Athens

for five drachniee, as we learn from Plutarch, in the Life of Solon,

A hog in the time of Aristophanes was worth three drachmas,

as appears from one of his comedies, called the Peace. Olivet.

A drachma, according to Arbiithnot, was equal to 7.f rf. of our

money. A hundred drachmas made a mina, or 3/. As. 7rf. We
may also, from the same author, add to the foregoing note these

particulars. In the time of Solon, corn was reckoned at a

drachma the medimnus, or 4^. (Irf. per quarter. In the time of

Demosthenes it was much higher, at five drachmas the medimnus,

which makes it 1/. 28. l^d. per quarter. In Solon’s time, the

pric^ of a sheep was 7|rf. A soldier’s daily pay was a drachma.

The yearly salary of a common schoolmaster at Athens was a

mina. In the early times of the republic, five hundred drachmas

were thought a competent fortune for a gentlewoman, 16/. 2^. 1 Id.

To Aristides’s two daughters, the Athenians gave three thousand

drachma, 96/. 17i. 2d. The arts and sciences were rated very
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those who were to command, or to contribute to

the equipment of a galley, ever had recourse to the

pretence of poverty to be exempted from their duty ;

but vessels were sent out, money was supplied, and

none of our afiairs neglected. After this, (thanks

to fortune !) our revenues were considerably im-

proved ; and, instead of one bundred, rose to four

hundred talents ; and this without any loss to the

wealthy citizens, but rather with advantage ;
for

they share the public affluence, and justly share it.

Why then do they reproach each other ? why have

we recourse to such pretences, to be exempted from

our duty ? unless we envy the poor that supply

with which fortune hatli favoured them. I do not,

and I think no one should blame them ; for in

private families I do not find the young so devoid

of respect to years, or indeed any one so unreason-

able and absurd, as to refuse to do his duty, unless

all others do quite as much : such perverseness

would render a man obnoxious to the laws against

undutiful children ; for to nothing are we more in-

violably bound than to a just and cheerful discharge

of that debt, in which both nature and the laws

engage us to our parents. And as we, each of us,

have our particular parents, so all our citizens arc

to be esteemed the common parents of the state :

and therefore, instead of depriving them of what

the state bestows, we ought, if there were not this

high; and though the price of a seat in the theatre was no more
than two oboli, or 2id., yet the performers were rewarded mag-

nificently. When Amoebseus sang in the theatre of Athens, his

pay per diem was a talent.
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provision, to find out some other means of supply-

ing their necessities. If the rich proceed upon these

principles, they will act agreeably, not to justice

only, but to good policy : for to rob some men of

their necessary subsistence, is to raise a number of

enemies to the commonwealth.

To men of lower fortunes I give this advice : that

they should remove those grievances of which

the wealthier members complain so loudly and so

justly ; (for I now proceed in the manner I proposed,

and shall not scruple to olfer such truths as may be

favourable to the rich.) Look out, not through

Athens only, but every other state, and, in my opi-

nion, you will not find a man of so cruel, so inhu-

man a disposition, as to complain, when he sees

poor men, men who even want the necessaries of

life, receiving those appointments. Where then

lies the difficulty ? whence this animosity ? When
they behold certain * persons charging private for-

tunes with those demands which were usually an-

swered by the public ; when they behold the pro-

poser of this immediately rising in your esteem, and

(as far as your protection can make him) immortal;

when they find your private votes entirely different

from your public clamours ; then it is that their in-

dignation is raised: for justice requires, Athenians!

that the advantages of society should be shared by

all its members. The rich should have their lives

and fortunes well secured ; that so, when any dan-

• When they behold certain, &c. See note on page 222.

VOt. I. «
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ger threatens their country, their opulence may be

applied to its defence. Other citizens should re-

gard the public treasure as it really is, the property

of all, and be content with their just portion ;
but

should esteem all private fortunes as the inviolable

right of their possessors. Thus a small state rises

to greatness, a great one preserves its power.

But it may be said, that possibly these are the

duties of our several citizens
:
yet that they may be

performed agreeably to the laws, some regulations

must first be made.—The causes of our present

disorders are many in number, and of long conti-

nuance. Grant me your attention, and I shall trace

them to their origin.

You have departed, Athenians ! from that plan

of government which your ancestors laid down.

You are persuaded by your leaders, that to be the

first among the Greeks, to keep up your forces

ready to redress the injured, is an unnecessary and

vain expense. You are taught to think, that to lie

down in indolence, to be free from public cares, to

abandon all your interests one by one, a prey to

the vigilance and craft of others, is to be perfectly

secure, and surprisingly happy. By these means,

the station which you should have maintained is

now seized by another, and he is become the suc-

cessful, the mighty potentate. And what else could

have been expected? for as the Lacedemonians

were unfortunate^ the Thebans engaged in the Pho-

cian war, and we quite insensible
; he had no
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competitor for u prize so noble, so f^reat, so illus-

trious, which for a long* time eng'aged the most con-

siderable states of Greece in the severest contests.

Thus is he become formidable, strengtliened by al-

liances, and attended by his armies
; while all the

Greeks arc involved in so many and so great diffi-

culties, that it is hard to say where they may find

resources. But of all the dangers of the severa

slates, none are so djeadful as those which threaten

ours : not only because Philip's designs aim prin-

cipally at us, but because we, of all others, have

been most regardless of our interests.

If, then, from the variety ’ of mcrcliandises and

plenty of provisions, you flatlcr yourselves that the

state is not in danger, you judge unworthily and

falsely. Hence we might determine whether our

markets were well or ill supplied : but the strength

of that state, which is regarded by all who aim at

the sovereignty of Greece as the sole obstacle to

their designs, the well-known guardian of liberty,

is not surely to be judged of by its vendibles. No

:

we should inquire whether it be secure of the affec-

tions of its allies ; whether it be powerful in arms.

These are the points to be considered : and in these,

instead of being well provided, you are totally de-

ficient. To be assured of this, you need but

attend to the following consideration. At what

time have the affairs of Greece been in the greatest

* If then, from the variety, ike. See note on the oration on

the State of the Chcrsoiiesus, p. 103.
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confusion ? I believe it will not be affirmed^ that

they have ever been in greater than at present. For

m former times Greece was always divided into

two parties ; that of the Lacedemonians, and ours.

All the several states adhered to one or the other of

these. The KING, while he had no alliances here,

was equally suspected by all. By espousing the

cause of the vanquished *, he g;alned some credit,

until he restored them to the same degree of power

with their adversaries ; after that, he became no less

hated*' by those whom he had saved, than by those

whom he had constantly opposed. But now, in

the first place, the KING lives in amity with all the

* J}y etpousing the eatae of the vanquifhed, &c, Lacedemon

first entered into an alliance with Darius Nothus, by the rnedb

ation of Tissaplrernes ; which enabled Lysander to conquer

Athens. Conon obtained from Artaxerxes Mnemon the suc-

cours necessary to revenge his country, and to re-establish it.

And it was with reason that the kings of Persia attended to the

preservation of a due balance between the Grecian states, lest

the prevailing power might turn its thoughts to Asia, and at-

tempt an invasion tliere. Tourreil.
^ He became no less hated, <fec. LacedeincN^ had no sooner

subjected the Athenians, by the help of Darius, but she

ravaged the Persian provinces in Asia Minor, and joined with

the rebellious satraps. And as soon as the Athenians were

delivered by Artaxerxes from the Spartan yoke, they espoused

the quarrel of Evagops, who had revolted from Artaxerxes,

and usurped a great part of t^e kingdom of Cyprus. Benefits

could not bind these states. Interest alone formed their

engagements, and interest dissolved them. The picture here

exhibited of the conduct of the Greeks towards the kings of

Persia, is by no means flattering, in point of morals. But it

is not in ancient times only that we find morals must be silent,

when politics speak. Tourrbil.
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Greeks; (indeed, without some immediate reforma-

tion in our conduct, we must be excepted.) In the

next place there are several cities which affect the

characters of guardians and protectors. They are

all possessed with a strong passion for pre-emi-

nence ; and some of them (to their shame !) desert,

and envy, and distrust each other. In a word, the

Argians, Thebans, Corinthians, Lacedemonians,

Arcadians, and Athenian.s, have all erected them-

selves into so many distinct sovereignties. But

among all these parties, all these governing stales,

into which Greece is broken, there is not one (if I

may speak freely) to whose councils* fewer Grecian

affairs are submitted, than to ours : and no won-

der; when neither love, nor confidence, nor fear,

can induce any people to apply to you. It is not

one single cause that hath effected this
;

(in that

case, the remedy were easy ;) but many faults, of

various natures and of long continuance. With-

out entering into a particular detail, 1 shall men-

tion one in which they all centre ;—but I must first

entreat you not to be offended, if I speak some bold

truths without reserve.

* To whose councils, Ac. The ruling states of Greece ac-

counted it their greatest glory to see and h^ar a number ofambas-

sadors in their assemblies, soliciting their protection and alliance.

The conquesla which Philip made in Thrace had put an end to

many applications of this sort, which had foifficriy been ad-

dressed to the Athenians. And their indolence made people

decline any engagements with them. Foreigners were per-

suaded, that they who were insensible to their own interests,

were not likely to grant the due attention to those of others.
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Every opportunity which mig-ht have been im-

proved to your advantage hath been sold. The case

and supinencss in which you arc indulged have dis-

armed your resentment against the traitors ; and

thus others are suffered to possess your honours.

—

But, at present, I shall take notice only of what

relates to Philip. If he be mentioned, immediately

there is one ready to start up, and cry, “ We should

" not act inconsiderately ; we should not involve

“ ourselves in a war.” And then he is sure not to

forget the great happiness of living in peace, the

misfortune of being loaded with tlie maintenance of

a large army, the evil designs of some persons

against our treasures ; with others of the like mo-

mentous truths.

But these exhortations to peace should not be

addressed to you
:
your conduct is but too pacific :

let them rather be addressed to him who is in arms.

If he can be prevailed on, there will be no difliculty

on your part. Then it cannot be thought a mis-

fortune to provide for our security at the expense of

some part of our possessions : the consequences

that must arise, if this provision be neglected, rather

dc.serve that name. And as to the plundering of your

treasury, this must be prevented, by finding some

effectual means to guard it ; not by neglecting your

interests. Nor can I but express the utmost indig-

nation, when I find some of you complaining that

your treasures are plundered, though it be in your

power to secure them, and to punish the guilty

;

and yet looking on with indiH’erence, while Philip
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is plundering every part of Greece successively

;

and this, that he may at last destroy you.

And what can be the reason, Athenians ! that

when Philip is guilty of such manifest violations of

justice, when he is actually seizing our cities, yet

none of these men will acknowledge that he acts

unjustly, or commits hostilities ; but assert, that they

who rouse yon from your insensibility, and urge you

to oppose these outrages, are involving you in war ?

This is the reason : tliat whatever accidents may

happen in the course of the war, (and there is a

necessity, a melancholy necessity, that war should

be attended with many accidents,) they may lay the

whole blame upon your best and most faithful

counsellors. They know, that if with a steady

and unanimous resolution you oppose the insolent

invader, he must be conquered, and they deprived

of a master, whose pay was ever ready. But if the

first unhappy accident calls you off to private trials

and prosecutions, they need but appear as accusers,

and two great points are secured-; your favour, and

Philip’s gold: while you discharge the vengeance

due to their perfidy against your faithful speakers.

These are their hopes ; these the grounds of their

complaints, that certain persons are involving you

in war. For my own part, this I know perfectly,

that although it hath never been proposed by any

Athenian to declare war, yet Philip hath seized many
of our territories, and but just now sent succours to

the Cardians. But if wc will persuade ourselves

that he is not committing hostilities, he would be
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tile most senseless of mortals, should he attempt to

undeceive us : for when they who have received

the injury deny it, must the offender prove his

guilt ? But when he marches directly hither, what

shall we then say ? He will still deny that he is at

war with us
;

(as he did to the people of Oreum,

until his forces were in the heart of their domi-

nions ; as he did to those of Pherse, until he was upon

the point of storming their walls ; as he did to the

Olynthians, until he appeared in their territories at

the head of an army.) Shall we then say, that they

who urge us to defend our country are involving

us in a war ? If so, we must be slaves. There is no

medium ! Nor is your danger the same with that of

other states. Philip’s design is not to enslave, but

to extirpate, Atitens. He knows, that a state like

yours, accustomed to command, will not, or, if it

were inclined, cannot, submit to slavery : he knows

that if you have an opportunity, you can give him

more disturbance than any other people : and there-

fore if ever he conquers us, we may be sure of find-

ing no degree of mercy.

Since, then, you are engaged in defence of all that

is dear to you, apply to the great work with an at-

tention equal to the importance of it : let the wretches

who have openly sold themselves to this man, be

the objects of your abhorrence ; let them meet with

the utmost severity of public justice. For you will

not, you cannot conquer your foreign enemies, until

you have punished those that lurk within your

walls. No; they will ever prove so many ob-
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Stacies to impede our progress, and to give our ene-

mies the sui^eriority.

And what can be the reason that he treats you

witli insolence, (for I cannot call his present con-

duct by another name ;) that he utters menaces

against you, while he at least condescends to dis-

semble with other people, and to gain their con-

fidence by good offices ? Thus, by heaping favours

upon the Thessalians, he led them insensibly into

their present slavery. It is not possible to enume-

rate all the various artifices he practised against the

wretched Olynthians
:
(such, among others, was the

putting them in possession of Potidasa.) In his late

transactions with the Thebans, he enticed them to

his party, by yielding Boeotia to them, and by free-

ing them from a tedious and distressing war. And
thus, after receiving their several insidious favours,

some of these people have suffered calamities but

too well known to all ; others must submit to

whatever may befall them. What you yourselves

have formerly lost, 1 shall not mention ; but in the

very treaty of peace, in how many instances have

we been deceived ? how have we been despoiled ?

Did we not give up Phocis and the Straits ? Did

not we lose our Thracian dominions, Doriscum,

Serrium, and even our ally Cersobleptes ? Is he

not in possession of Cardia ? and doth he not avow

his usurpation ? Whence is it, then, that his be-

haviour towards you is so different from that to-

wards others ? Because, of all the Grecian states,

ours is the only one in which harangues in favour
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of enemies are pronounced with impunity and the

venal wretch may utter his falsehoods witli security,

even while you are losing your dominions. It was

not safe to speak for Philip at Olynthus, until the

people had been gained by Potidsea. In Thessaly,

it was not safe to speak for Philip, until that people

had been gained by the expulsion of their tyrants, and

by being re-instated in the council of Amphictyons.

Nor could it have been safely attempted at Thebes,

until he had given them up B<jeotia, and extermi-

nated the Phocians. But at Athens, without the

least danger may Philip be defended, although he

hath deprived us of Amphipolis and the territory

of Cardia; although he threatens our city by his

fortifications in Euboea
;

although he is now

marching to Byzantium. Hence some of his ad-

vocates have risen from penury to affluence, from

obscurity and contempt to honour and eminence

;

while, on the other hand, you have sunk from glory

to disgrace, from wealth to poverty ; for the riches

of a state I take to be the number, fidelity, and af-

fection of its allies ; in all which you are notoriously

deficient. And by your total insensibility, while your

affairs are thus falling into ruin, he is become success-

ful, great, and formidable to ail the Greeks, to all the

barbarians ; and you, deserted and inconsiderable

;

sumptuous indeed in your markets, but in every thing

relating to military power, ridiculous.

There are some orators, I find, who view your

interests and their own in a quite different light.

To you they urge the necessity of conlinuiug quiet.
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wliatevcr injuries you are exposed to ; they them-

selves find this impossible, though no one offers

them the least injury. To you I speak, Aristode-

inus *
! Suppose a person should, without severity,

ask you this question :
“ How is it, that you, w ho

“ are sensible (for it is a well-known truth) that

“ the life of private men is serene and easy,

“ and free from danger ;
that of statesmen, in-

“ vidious and insecure, subject to daily contests

“ and disquiets
;
should yet prefer the life encom-

" passed with dangers, to that of peace and disen-

" gagement.'*” What could you say ? Suppose wc
admit the truth of the very best answer you could

make, “ that you were prompted by a desire of

“ honour and renown Is it possible, that you,

who engaged in such painful undertakings, who
despised all toils and dangers, for the sake of these,

should advise the state to give them up for ease and

indulgence ? You cannot surely say, that it was in-

cumbent upon you to maintain a degree of emi-

nence in the city ; and that the city was not con-

cerned to maintain her eminence in Greece ! Nor
do I see how the public safety requires that we
should confine ourselves to our own concerns ; and

yet, that an officious intrusion into those of others

should be necessary for your safely. On the coa-

* To you I tpeak, Aristodtmus! He was by profes-sion a

player; and was one of the ten ambassadors which the Athe-

niniis had sent to the court of Macedoii, to treat about the

peace. At Ills return, Demosthenes proposed a decree for

<'iowning this \ cry man for his good services,"whom he here

iitveighs against with so much bittcrucss.
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trary, you are involving yourself in the greatest

dangers, by being unnecessarily assiduous ; and the

city, by being quite inactive. But then you have

" an illustrious reputation, derived from your family,

“ which it would be shameful not to support;

“ while, on the contrary, notliing has been trans-

“ mitted from our fathers, but obscurity and mean-
“ ness.” This is equally false. Your father was

like you, and therefore base tind infamouSi To
the honour of our ancestors, let all Greece bear wit-

ness; twice rescued*, by their valour, from the

greatest dangers.

There are persons, then, who do ifot act with the

same firmness and integrity in the conduct of their

own affairs, and those of the state. Is not this the

case, when some of (hem, after escaping from prison,

have raised themselves so high, as to forget their

former condition ; and yet have reduced a state,

whose pre-eminence in Greece was but now uni-

versaUy acknowledged, to the lowest degree of in-

famy and meanness ?- 1 could say more on these

and other points
;
but 1 forbear : for it is not want

of good counsel that now distresses, or ever hath

distressed, you. But when your true interests have

been laid before
.
you, and that you have been

Twice rescued, &c. Firsts at Marathon, and afterwards at

Salaniis. Isocrates mentions a third time, when they delivered

Greece from the Spartan yoke. Demosthenes (frequently speaks

of this in the highest terms, but) here rather chooses to lessen the

glory of his country, than to recall an event which reflected on

the Lacedemonians, now in alliance with Athens. Tourrkil.
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unanimous in your approbation, you can, with
equal patience, attend to those who endeavour to

discredit, to overthrow all that hath been advanced.

Not that you arc ignorant of their characters
;

(for

you can, at first glance, distinguish the hireling and
agent of Philip from the true patriot ;) but that, by
impeaching your faithful friends, and by turning the

whole alfair into ridicule and invective, you may find

a pretence for the entire neglect of your duty.

t

You have now heard truths of the highest mo-
ment, urged with all freedom, simplicity, and zeal.

You have heard a speech not filled with flattery,

danger, and deceit ; calculated to bring gold to the

speaker, and to reduce the state into the power of its

enemies. It remains, therefore, that the whole tenor

of your conduct be reformed ! if not, that utter de-

solation, which will be found in your affairs, must be

imputed wholly to yourselves.

END OF THE FOURTH PHILIPPIC.
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INTRODUCTION.

The former oration inspired the Atlierilans with

the resolution of sendiim* succours to all the citiesO
tliat were llircateiied by Philip’s arms; and their

first step was to dispatch to tlie Hellespont a convoy

with provisions ; which weighed anchor in view of

Selymbria, a city of tlie Propontis, then besieged by

the Macedonians, and was there seized by Amyntas,

Philip’s admiral. The ships were demanded by

the Athenians, and returned by Philip, but with de-

clarations sufficiently alarming.

The obstinate valour of the Perinthians had

forced Philip to turn the siege into a blockade,

lie marched off with a considerable body of his

army, to attack other places ; and made an in-

cursion into the territories of Byzantium. The
Byzantines shut themselves up within their city,

and dispatched one of their citizens to Athens, to

desire the assistance of that state; who, with some

difficulty, prevailed to have a licet of forty ships

sent out, under the command of Chares.

As this general had not the same reputation in

VOL. I. H
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Ollier places as at Athens, tlie cities by which he

was to pass refused to receive him : so that he was

oblig-cd to wander for some time along’ tlic coasts,

extorting contributions from the Athenian allies ;

despised by the enemy, and suspected by the whole

world. He appeared at last before Byzantium
;

where he met with t^fC same mortifying treatment

as in other places, and was refused admission : and

shortly after was defeated by Amyntas in a naval

engagement, in which a considerable part of his

fleet was either sunk or taken.

Philip had for some time perceived, that, sooner,

or later, he must inevitably come to a rupture with

the Athenians. His partizans were no longer able

to lull them into security. Their opposition to his

designs, however imperfect and ineffectual, was yet

sulflcient to alarm him. He therefore determined

to endeavour to -abate that spirit which now began

to break through their inveterate indolence; and

for this purpose sent them a letter, in which, with

the utmost art, he laid open the causes of complaint

he had against them, and threatened them with

reprisals. This letter was not received at Athens

till after the news of Chares’s defeat.

Philip had how laid siege to Byzantium
;
and

exerted all his efforts to make himself master of

that city. On the other hand, the Athenians were

disheartened by the ill success of their commander,
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and began to repent of having sent any succours :

when Phocion, who always assumed the liberty of

speaking his sentiments freely, assured them, that,

for once, they themselves had not been in fault ;

but that their general only was to blame. He was

immediately desired to take on himself the charge

of relieving’ Byzantium ; and set sail with a nume-

rous body of forces, lie was received with the

greatest demonstrations of joy
;
and his whole con-

duct expressed the utmost wisdom and moderation.

Nor was his valour less conspicuous : he sustained

many assaults with an .intrepidity worthy of the

early ages of the commonwealth ; and at last

obliged Philip to raise the siege.

Phocion then departed amidst the general ac-

clamations of the people whom he had saved. He
proceeded to the relief of the colonies of the Cher-

sonesus, who were ever exposed to the attacks of

the Cardians. In his way he took some vessels

laden with arms and provisions for (he enemy : and

obliged the Macedonians, who had attempted

Sestos, to abandon their enterprise, and shut them-

selves up in Cardia.

And thus, after various expeditions highly ho-

nourable to himself and to his country, Phocion

returned home, where he found the Athenians en-

gaged in a debate on Philip's letter
;
on which oc-

casion Demosthenes pronounced his last oration

r2
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against Philip. To have answered the letter par-

ticularly, would have been very difficult : for thougli

Athens had the better cause, yet many irregularities

had really been committed ; which Philip knew
how to display in their full force. The orator there-

fore makes use of his art to extricate himself from

the difficulty ; avoids all former discussions of

facts ; and applies himself at once to raise the lively

passions : affects to consider this letter as an open

declaration of war ; inflames the imaginations of

his hearers with this idea ; and speaks only of the

means to support their arms against so powerful an

enemy.



PHILIP’S LETTER*

TO TIIJE

ATHENIANS,

Theophrastus, Archoii.—A,H, Philip; 21.—Olympiad. 1 10. An.1

.

PHILIP,

To the Senate and People of Athens, greeting

:

As the embassies I have frequently sent to enforce

those oaths and declarations by which we stand en-

gaged, have produced no alteration in your con-

* This letter is a master-piece in the original. It has a ma-
jestic and persuasive vivacity ; a force and justness of reasonmg

sustained through the whole ; a clear exposition of facts, and

each followed by its natural consequence ; a delicate iroaiy : in

short, a noble and concise style, made for kings who speak

well, or have taste and discernment at least to make choice of

those who can make them speak well. If Philip was himself

the author of this letter, as it is but just to believe, since we
have no proof to the contrary, we may reasonably pronounce

of him, as was said of Csesar, that he wrote with that epirit

with which he fought. Eodem animo dixit, quo beUavii*

Quint. Inst 1. 10. c. 17* Tourreil.
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duct, 1 thought it necessary thus to lay before you

the several particulars in which I tliink myself ag-

grieved. Be not surprised at the length of tliis let-'

ter ; for as I liavc many causes of complaint, it is

necessary to explain them all distinctly.

First then, when Nicias the herald* was forcibly

taken out of my own territory
;
instead of punishing

the author of this outrage, as justice required, you

added to his wrongs, by keeping- him ten months

in prison ; and the letters intrusted to him, by us

you read publicly in your assembly. Again ;
when

the ports of Thassus were open ‘ to the Byzan-

tine g-allcys, nay, to any pirates that pleased, you

looked on with indifference ;
although our treaties

expressly say, that such proceedings shall be con-

a When Aidas the herald, &c. Probably he had been seijsed

upon his journey from Thrace to Macedon, by Diopithes, at the

time of his invading Philip’s Thracian dominions, as mentioned

in the preface to the oration on the State of the Chersonesus.

Tourreil.

^ And the letters intrusted to him, hy us, Slc. The Athenians

hoped, by opening this packet, to get some light into Philipps

secret schemes and practices against them. There were found

in it some letters directed to Olympias, Philip’s queen, which

they treated with a most scrupulous respect, and took care she

should receive them in the same condition in which they had

been intercepted, ToURRElL,

* When the ports of Thassus were open, &c. The Athenians

had engaged, by an article of their treaty, that the Thassians,

who were their subjects, should not receive any ships that

co|umitted piracies on the subjects or allies of Philip. Thi§J

article had not been strictly observed
; perhaps on account of

philips own infidelity. Tourreil.
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sidcrcd as an actual declaration of war. About the

same time it was that Diopithcs made a descent

ni)on my dominions, carried off in chains the in-

habitants of Crobylc and Tiristasis*, ravaged all

the adjacent parts of Thrace, and at length pro-

ceeded to such a pitch of lawless violence, as to

seize Amphilochus who went, in quality of an

ambassador, to treat about the ransom of prisoners;

whom, after he had reduced him to the greatest

difliculties, he compelled to purchase his freedom,

at the rate of niiie talents. And this he did with

the approbation of his state. Yet the violation of

the sacred character of heralds and ambassadors is

accounted, by all people, the height of impiety :

nor have any expressed a deeper sense of this, than

you yourselves : for when the Megareans had put

Anlhemocritus to death', the people proceeded so far

» Crohjjle and Tiristasis. The first of those places is quite

unknown. Tiristasis is placed by Fliny in the Thracian Cher-

sonesus. TouRRElL.
^ yls to sthc Amphilochus, It is impossible to save the honour

of Diopithcs, but by denying the fact ; at least in the manner

that Philip represents it. Tourreil.
^ For when the Megareans had put Anlhemocritus to death,

<^x. Philip, here, beats the Athenians with their own weapons,

and cites, very much to the purpose, the example of a memo-

rable vengeance, which they had taken about an age before,

upon the Megareans, They had accused this people of favour-

ing a revolt of their slaves, and of profaning a tract of conse-

crated land ; and upon this account excluded them from all

advantages of commerce in the ports and markets of Athens.

Thucydides stops here ;
but Pausanias adds, tliat Anthemocri-

tus went from Athens in quality of an herald, to summon the

Megareans to desist from their sacrilege, and that for answer
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as to exclude them from llie mysteries ; and erected*

a statue before the gates, as a monument of tlicir

crime. And is not this shocking ; to be avowedly

guilty of the very same crimes, for which your re-

sentment fell so severely upon others, when you

yourselves were aggrieved ?

In the next place, Callias, yowr general, hatli

made himself master of all the towns upon the bay

they put him to death. Tlic interest of the gods served tlie

Athenians for a pretence; hut the famous Aspasiu, whom Peri-

cles was so violently in love with, was the true cuuse of ihciv

rupture with Megara. Sonic yonrig Athenians, heated by

wine, had taken away from Megara a remarkable courtezan,

called Simaetha; and the Megureans, by way of reprisal, seized

two Athenian ladies oVthc same character, that were in Aspasia’s

train. Pericles espoused his favourite s quarrel ; and, with the

power which he then possessed, easily persuaded the people to

whatever he pleased. They tlHUidcred out a decree against the

Megareans, forbidding all coinnicrcc with them upon pain of

death : they drew up a new form of an oath, by which every

general obliged himself to invade the territories of Megarea

twice every year. This decree kindled the first sparks of con-

tention, which at length flamed out in the Peloponnesian war.

It was the work of three courtezans. The most illustrious

events have sometimes as shameful an origin. Tourreil.
* To exc/ude themfrom the mysteries; and erected^ &c. AH

the Greeks had, ordinarily, a right to be initiated into what were

called the lesser mysteries which the Athenians celebrated at

Eleusis, in honour of Ceres and Proserpine. But upon the death

of Anthemocritus, the Megareans were excluded ; and a statue

or tomb erected in honour of this herald, on the road leading

from Athens to Eleusis, near the gate called Dipylon. Accord-

ing to Aristophanes, (in Aeharn. Act^. Sc. 6.) the Megareans

denied this murder, ai\d threw the whole blame of it upon

Aspasia and Pericles. Tourbeil.
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of Pagasae
;
though comprcliendcd in the treaty

made witli you^ and united in alliance to me.- Not
a vessel could steer its course towards Macedon,

but the passengers were all treated by him as ene-

mies, and sold : and this his conduct hath been ap-

j)laudcd by the resolutions of your council. So
that I do not sec how you can proceed further, if

you actually declare war against me. For when
we were at open liostililics, you did but send out

your corsairs, make prize of those who were sailing

to my kingdom, assist my enemies, and infest my
territories. Yet now, when we are professedly at

peace, so far have your injustice and rancour hur-

ried you, that you have sent ambassadors to the

Persian * to persuade him to attack me ; which must

appear highly surprising ; for before that prince

had subdued Egypt and Phoenicia, it was resolved ^

a You have sent ambassadors to the Persian, &c. Diodorus

informs iis, tliat about tliis time the satraps of the lesser Asia

bad obliged Philip to raise the siege of Perintlius. The histo-

rian does not say that the Athenians invited them : but Philip

complains of it here ; and Pausanias ohsenes, that iu this ex-

pedition the Persian forces were commanded by Apollodorus,

an Athenian general. We may observe, with what disrespect

Philip (whose ancestors, in their greatest prosperity, never

aspired higher than to the alliance of some satrap) here speaks

of the Great King—I%e Persian! Towrbeil.

•* Before that prince had subdued Egypt and Phoenicia, it mao

resolved. Sec. Artaxerxes Ochus, who governed Persia at that

time, before his reduction of these revolted provinces, had

marched into the lesser Asia, against Artabazus, a rebellious

satrap. The approach of the Persians alarmed the Greeks

:

itud Athens conceived a design of attacking them in their own
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that, if he altemptcd any new enterprises, yon would

invite me, as well as all the other Greeks, to an

association against him. IJut now, with such ma-

lice am I pursued, that you are, on the contrary,

confederating with him against me. In former times,

I am told, your ancestors objected it as an heinous

crime to the family* of Pisistratus, that they had

led the Persian against the Greeks : and yet you are

not ashamed to commit the very same action, for

which you were continually inveighing against those

tyrants.

But your injustice hath not stopped here. Your
decrees command me to permit Teres and Cerso-

bleptes to reign ** unmolested in Thrace, as being

country. This gave occasion to the oration of Demosthenes,

entitled, Philip pretends that they had re-

solved to admit him into the confederacy which was then form-

ing in favour of the Greeks, with whom he affects to rank, and

by his expressions removes every idea of foreigner and barba-

rian, which are the representations that the orator frequently

makes of him. Tourreil.

* Your ancestors objected it as an heinous crime to thefamily.

The comparison which Philip makes here, between the

sons of Pisistratus and tlic orators who advised an alljance with

Persia, is founded upon a history too well known to be enlarged

upon. It is undoubtedly by no means just; for, in different

conjunctures, the good citizen may employ the same forces to

save his country, that the wicked one had formerly employed

to destroy it. However, the turn he gives it was the fittest in

the world to affect the people, who thought it their greatest

honour to express an inveterate hatred to the Persians.

^ To permit Teres and Cersobleptes to reign, &c. H istory speaks

only of Cersobleptes. They had suffered him to be overthrown
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citizens of Athens. 1 do not know that they

Avere included in oiir treaty, that their names arc to

be found in the records of our cng:ag'emcnts, or that

they arc Athenians. But this I know, tliat Teres

served in my army against you
; and that when Cer-

•soblcptcs proposed to my ambassadors to take the

necessary oaths, in order to be particularly included

in the treaty, your generals prevented him, by de-

claring him an enemy to the Athenians. And how is

this equitable or just ? when it serves your purposes,

to proclaim him the enemy of your state; when
I am to be calumniated, to give him the title of

your citizen ; when Sitalces was slain ®, to whom you

granted the privileges of your city, instantly to enter

into an alliance with his murderer; yet to engage

in a war with me, on account of Cersobleptes ? and

this, when you are sensible that not one of these

your adopted citizens have ever shewed the least

regard to your laws or determinations.—But to

bring this affair to a short issue. You granted the

by Pliilip: and, wlien they found how nearly they themselves

were affected by his fall, employed those decrees to endeavour

to restore him. TouHHEiL.

’ When Sitalces was slain, &c. This Sitalces was the grand-

father of Cersobleptes. In the beginning of the Peloponnesian

war, he rendered the Athenians such important services, that

they, by way of acknowledgement, admitted his son Sadocus

into the number of their citizens. In the eighth year of this

war, Sitalces was killed in a battle against the Triballi. His

nephew Seuthes seized the kingdom, in prejudice of his chil-

dren, and hence became suspected of being the cause of his

death. Philip argues, from this suspicion, as if it were an un-

doubted truth. TovKRBlii.
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f^hts of your community * to Evagtiras of Cyprus

to Dionysius the Syracusan, and to their descen-

dants. Prevail therefore upon the men wlm have

dispossessed each of these, to restore them to their

dominions, and you shall recover from me all those

* You granted the rights ofi/ourco?nmu7iif i/, &c. What idea

must we form of the splendour of that city, where even kings

solicited for the rank of private citizens ! The other states of

Greece affected tte same kind of grandeur. At a time when

ambassadors from Corinth were congratulating Alexander on

his victories, they made him au offer of the freedom of their

city, as the greatest mark of honour possible. Alexander,

now in the full splendour of his fortune, disdained to return

them any answer but a contemptuous smile. This stung the

ambassadors to the quick, and one of them was bold enough

to say, ** Know, Sir, that the great Hercules and you, arc the

only persons whom Corinth has ever deigned to distinguish in

** this manner.’^ This softened the prince : he received them

with all possible marks of respect, and accepted of a title which

had been so dignified. Tourreil.

** To Evagoras of Cyprus, The Athenians erected a statue

to Evagoras, the elder of that name, and declared him a citizen

of Athens, for having assisted Conon in restoring their liberty.

He caused Salamis to revolt from the Persians, and subdued

most part of the island of Cyprus; but was afterwards reduced,

and fell by the hands of Nicocles. His son, Evagoras the

younger, however, asserted his claim to the kingdom of Cyprus,

and was supported by the Athenians against Protagoras, the

successor of Nicocles. But his attempts were not successful.

Protagoras supplanted him at the court of Persia, where he had

been in full favour. He was cited to answer to some heads of

an accusation; and, upon his justifying himself, he obtained a

government in Asia, well worth his little kingdom. But his bad

conduct soon obliged him to abdicate, and fly into Cyprus;

where he perished wretchedly. Tourreii^.
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territoi’ics ofThrace* which Teres and Cersobleptes

commanded. But ifyou have nothing* to urge against

those who expelled them, and yet are incessantly

tormenting me, am not I justly warranted to oppose

you ? 1 might urge many other arguments upon

this head, but I choose to pass them over.

The Cardians'*, I freely declare, I am determined

to support, as my eng'agements to them are prior to

our treaty ; and as yon refused to submit your dif-

ferences with them to an arbitration, though fre-

quently urged by me : nor have they been wanting

in the like solicitations. Should not I therefore be

the basest of mankind, to abandon my allies, and to

shew greater regard for you, my inveterate opposers,

than for my constant and assured adherents ?

Formerly (for I cannot pass this in silence) you

contented yourselves with remonstrating upon the

points above mentioned. But lately, upon the bare

complaint of the Peparcthians, that they had been

severely treated by me, you proceeded to such out-

rage, as to send orders to your general to revenge

their quarrel. Yet the punishment which I in-

flicted was no way equal to the heinousnesss of their

crime : as they had, in time of peace, seized Halo-

* All those territories of Thrace. In the original, riiii

<Skc. By the ironical pomp of this expression, he sets their

dominions (which were really inconsiderable) in the most con-

temptuous light. Tourrsil.
* The Cardians, &e. See the Preface to the Oration on the

State of the Chersonesusi
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nesus ;
nor could be prevailed upon, by all iny so-

licitations, to give up either the island or the garri-

son. The injuries I received from the Pepareihians

were never thought of, but their punishment com-

manded all your attention, as it afforded a pretence

for accusing me, although I did not take the island

either from them, or from you, but from the pirate

Sostratus. If then you confess that you delivered

it to Sostratus, you confess yourselves guilty of send-

ing out pirates : if he seized it without your con-

sent, how have I injured you by taking possession

of it, and by rendering it a secure harbour ? Nay, so

great was my regard to your state, that I offered to

bestow on you this island : but this was not agree-

able to your orators ; they * would not have it ac-

cepted, but re.sumed. So that if I complied with

their directions, I proclaimed myself an usurper : if

i still kept possession of the place, 1 became sus-

pected to the people. 1 saw through these artifices,

and therefore proposed to bring our difl’crenccs to

a judicial determination
;
and if sentence was given

for me, to present you with the place; if in your

favour, to restore it to the people. This 1 fre-

quently desired
:
you would not hear it : the Pe-

parethians seized the island. What then was 1 to

do ? Should I not puni.sh the violators of oaths P

Was I tamely to bear such an audacious insult?

If the island was the property of the Peparethians,

* But this was not agreeable to your orators ; they, &c. De-

mosthenes in particular opposed their receiving a restitution

under the name of a present.



what right have the Athenians to demand it? If it

be yours, wliy do you not resent their usurpation?

So far, in sliort, have our animosities been carried,

that, when 1 had occasion to dispatch some vessels

to tl>c Hellespont, I was obliged to send a body of

forces through the Chersonesus, to defend them
against your colonies, who are authorised to attack

me by a decree of Polycrates ^ confirmed by the re-

solutions of your council. Nay, your general has

actually invited the Byzantines to join him ; and has

every where publicly declared, that he has your in-

structions to commence hostilities at the first fa-

vourable opportunity. All this could not prevail

upon me to make any attempt upon your city, or

your navy, or your territories, although I might have

had success in most, or even all of them. I chose

rather to continue my solicitations to have our com-

plaints submitted to proper umpires. And which,

think ye, is the fittest decision, that of reason or of

the sword ? Who are to be judges in your cause,

yourselves or others ? What can be more incon-

sistent, than that the people of Athens, who com-

pelled the Thassians and Maronites to bring their

* By a decree of Polycrates. This orator had great credit at

Athens, and on iiiaiiy occasions favoured the designs of Philip.

Possibly he acted otherwise upon this occasion, the better to

conceal his attachment, or that he might afterwards sell his in-

tegrity at a dearer rate. Tourreii.

*’ IVko compelled the Thassians and Maronites, &c. The first

of these people inhabited an island in the Egean sea; the other, a

maritime place in Thrace. The Thassians had founded Stryma,
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pretensions to tliecity of Stry tna to a judicial decision,

should yet refuse to have their own disputes vvith me
determined in the same manner ? particularly as you

are sensible that, if the decree be against you, stilt

you lose nothing ; if in your favour, it puts you in

possession of my conquests.

But what appears to me most unaccountable is

this : when I sent you ambassadors, chosen from all

the confederated powers, on purpose to be witnesses

of our transactions ; when I discovered the sincerest

intentions of entering into reasonable and just en-

gagements with you, in relation to the affairs of

Greece
;
you even refused to hear these ambassadors

on that head. It was then in your power to remove

all their apprehensions, who suspected any danger

from my designs, or to have openly convicted me of

consummate baseness. This was the interest of the

people ; but the orators could not find their account

in it ; for they are a set of men, to whom (if I may
believe those that are acquainted with your polity)

peace is war, and war is peace *
; as they are always

according to Herodotus ; but as it was in the neighbourhood of

Maronea, probably the Maronites Jjad, in cpiality of protectors,

or benefactors, acquired some pretensions to it. Tourkeil.

* Peace is war, and war is peace, &c. Aristotle, in his

Rhetor. 1, 3, c. 10, quotes this [nearly] as an example of an agree-

able antithesis: which,joined to the force, and, what is more, to

the order of the arguments contained in this letter, inclines me to

think that Aristotle was his secretary on this occasion. Bui my

conjecture, whether well or ill founded, does not detract from

Philip, in point of genius and spirit* The true talent of a kingf
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sure to make a property of the generals, either by

aiding their designs, or by malicious prosecutions.

Then they need but throw out . some scandalous

invectives against persons of worth and eminence,

citizens or foreigners, and they at once acquire the

character of patriots, among the many. I could

have easily silenced their clamours against me, by a

little gold ;
and even have converted them into

praises : but I should blush to purchase your friend-

ship from such wretches. To such insolence have

they proceeded upon other occasions, that they even

dared to dispute my title to Amphipolis
;
which is

founded, I presume, upon reasons beyond their

power to invalidate : for if it is to belong to those

who first conquered it, what can be juster than our

claim ? Alexander, our ancestor, was the original

sovereign *
; as appears from the golden statue

**

is lo know how to apply the talents of others to the best ad-

vantage. And we do not want otiicr proofs of Philip's abilities

in writing : witness his letter to Aristotle, on the birth of Alex-

ander. TourrEIL.

• Alexander, our ancestor, was the original sovereign. Philip

asserts boldly, without giving himself much trouble even to pre-

serve probability : for in the time of Alexander, the contempo-

rary of Xerxes, there was no city, nor any fortified post, in the

place where Amphipolis was afterwards raised ; nor was it till

thirty years after the defeat of the Persians tliat Agnon founded

it. Tourreil.

** As appearsfrom the golden statue. Sec. Herodotus speaks

of this statue, and places it near the colossal statue which the

Greeks raised, according to custom, out of the Persian spoils.

The proximity of these statues serves Philip as a foundation for

giving his ancestors an honour which really belonged to the

VOL. I. S
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which he erected at Dclphos, from the first fruits

of the Persian spoils taken there. But if this

admits of contest, and it is to continue the property

of those who were last in possession, it is mine by
this title too

; (for I took it from the Lacedemonian

inhabitants, who had dispossessed you^:) and all

cities are held either by hereditary right or by the

right of conquest. And yet you, who neither were

the original possessors, nor are now in possession,

presume to lay claim to this city, under pretence of

having held it for some short time ; and this, when
you have yourselves given the strongest testimony in

my favour: for I frequently wrote to you upon this

head ; and you as often acknowledged me the right-

ful sovereign : and by the articles of our late treaty,

the possession of Arnphipolis, and your alliance, were

both secured to me. What title therefore can be

better established? It descended to us from our

ancestors
; it is ours by conquest ; and, lastly,

Greeks. Solimis inoiitious, that Alexander, a very rich prince,

made an oirerlng of a golden statue of Apollo in the temple of

Oelphos, an<l ariotlier of Jupiter in the temple of Elis ; but not

that the Persian spoils were any part of these offerings.—This

Alexander, surnamed /'nVwrf <?/* Greeks, had the repu

tation of an able politician, but not of a good soldier, or great

commander. He served the Persians a Jong time, rather by

force than inclination ; and, before the battle of Salamis, de-

clared, of a sudden, for the Greeks. Tourreil.

a / took itfrom the iMcedemonlan inhabitants, who had^dis-

possessed you, &c. Brasidas, the Lacedemoiiiaii general, took

Arnphipolis from the republic of Athens: and by the assistance

of Sparta it afterwards maintained its independence, until it

into the jrower of Philip. Toubreil.
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you yourselves have acknowledged the justice of our
pretensions

;
you who are wont to assert your claim,

even wlicn it is not supported by right.

I have now laid before you the grounds of my
complaints. Sitice you have been the first aggres-

sors ; since my gentleness and fear of offending

have only served to increase your injustice, and to

animate you in your attempts to distress me ; I

must now take up arms : and I call the gods to

witness to the justice of my cause, and the necessity

of procuring for myself that redress which you
deny me.

END OF THE LETTER.
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LETTEn\

Tlicoplirastus, Archon—A.ll. Philip. 21.—Olympiad. 110. An. 1.

Now, Atlicnians! it is fully evident to you all,

that Philip made no real peace with us, but only

deferred hostilities. When he surrendered Halus

to the Pharsalians when he completed the ruin of

Phoci.s, when he overturned all Thrace *, then did

* It must be confessed, that this oration consists almost wholly

of repetitions. This great man seems to have thought himself

superior to all vain criticism ; and, only concerned for the safety

of Athens, was in no pain about his private glory. He speaks

as an orator, whose end is to persuade and convince ; not as a

<leclairuer, who seeks only to give pleasure and excite adinira'*

tion. He therefore resumes those topics he had already made

use of, and gives them new force, by tlie close and lively manner

in which he delivers them*. Tourrbil.

^ W/itn he surrendered Halm to the Pharsalians, Ac. Halus

was a town of Thessaly, upon the river Amphrysus. Parmenio

besieged and took it; after which- Philip put the people of

Pliarsaiia in* possession of it. ToUKRBlL.
® When he overturned alt Thrace, &c. This is the language of

an orator, who, to represent Philip’s outrages with the greater
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he really attack the stale under the concealment

of false allegations and unjust pretences
; but now

he hath made a formal declaration of war, by this

his letter. That we jare not to look with horror

upon his power ; that, on the other hand, we are

not to be remiss in our opposition, but to engage

our persons, our treasures, and our navies ;
in one

word, our whole strength, freely, in the common
cause ; these arc the points 1 would establish.

First then, Athenians! the gods we may justly

reg-ard as our strongest allies and assistants ; since

in this unjust violation of his treaty, he hath tram-

])led upon religion, and despised the most solemn

oaths. In the next place, those secret practices

to which his greatness hath hitherto been owing,

all his arts of deceiving, all his magnificent pro-

mises, are now quite exhausted. The Perinthian.s,

and the Byzantines, and their confederates *, have at

length discovered, that he intends to treat them as he

formerly treated the Olynthians. The Thes.salians

are no longer ignorant that he alfects to be the

master,- and not the leader, of his allie.s. The The-

bans begin to sec danger in his stationing a garrison

aggravation, takes the liberty of spA*akmg of a part of that

country as of the nbole. Philip had indeed made himself mas-

ter of the territories of Teres and Cersoblcptes, both kings in

Thrace, and allies of the Athenians. But Paiisanias observes,

that, before the Ronians, no one had ever made an entire con-

quest of Thrace. Tourreil*
* And their confedernies. The inhabitants of Chios; Rhodes,

mod some other places, joined to defeat Philip’s designs upon

Parinthus and Byzantium* Tourreil*
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at Nirsea \ his assuming' the rank of an Amphic-

tyon, his bringing into Maccdon the embassies from

Peloponnesus*', and his preventing them in seizing

the advantage of an alliance with the people of that

country. So that, of those who have hitherto been

his friends, some are now irreconcilably at war
with him

; others no longer serve him with zeal

and sincerity
;
and all have their suspicions and

complaints. Add to this, (and it is of no small

moment ) that the satraps of Asia have just now
forced hin^ to raise the siege of Pcri\)tluis, by

throwing in a body of lured troops : and as this

must make him their enemy % and as they are im-

^ Jt I\ica;a. This town was situated near Thcrinop\I«, and

was counted among- the ])rinci|)al towns of theLocrians, (Epicnc-

iiiidii) the neighbours and allies of the Bceotians and Thebans,

Philip made himself master of it at the time that lie seized Thcr-

inopyliv, under pretence of putting an end to the sacred wav.

Touhueil.
^ His bringing into J\Iaa'rlo7i the embassiesfrom Peloponnesus,

<lc. Probably tliis w as at the time w hen he intcrcstcd himself in

the disputes between Sparta and the Argians and Messenians, as

mentioned in the preface to the Second Philippic Oration.

Strabo mentions an application of the Argians and Messenians to

Philip, to regulate a contest between them and Lacedcnion, about

their boundaries. And Pausunias declaims against the pride of

G alius, a Roman senator, who thought it derogated from his

dignity to decide the diftVrences of Lacedcnion and Argos ; and

disdained to meddle with a mediation, which Philip had for-

merly not only accepted, but courted. Tourreil.
® As this must make him their enemy. This proved an exact

prediction of what happened some time after. Alexander, in

his letter to Darius, alleges, as one of the principal subjects of

their rujiture, the powerful succours which Perinthus received

from the Persian satraps, Arrian. I. 1. Tourreil.
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mediately exposed to danger, should he become

master of Byzantium, they will not only readily

unite their force with ours, but prevail upon the

king’ of Persia to assist us with his treasure ; who,

in this particular, far exceeds all oHicr potentates ;

and whose influence in Greece is so great, that for-

merly, when we were engaged in a war vvitli La-

cedemon, he never failed to give the superiority to*

that party which lie espoused : and now, when he

unites with us, lie will with ease subdue the power

of Philip.

I shall not mention, as a balance to these so

considerable advantages, that he hath taken the op-

portunity of the peace to make himself master of

many of our territories, our ports, and other like

conveniences. For it is observable, that where af-

fection join.s, and one common interest animates the

confederating powers, there the alliance is never to

be shaken ; but where subtle fraud, and passions

• He never failed to give the superiority to, &c. History re-

presents the king of Persia as the supreme arbiter of the fate of

Athens and Lacedemon, during the whole time of their quarrels.

Darius Nothus joined with the Lacedemonians ; and Lysander,

their general, destroyed Athens. Artaxerxes Mnemon protected

Conon, the Athenian general ; and immediately Athens resumed

her former splendour. Lacedemon afterwardsjoined in alliance

with the Great King ; and this intimidated the Athenians, and

obliged them to seek for peace. Artaxerxes dictated the articles

of it, threatening to declare against those who should refuse to

subscribe to them. Athens instantly obeyed. Thus it was that

a foreign power lorded it over the Greeks, and by means of their

dtvisIoDS had the absolute command of their fate. XounBKii..
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insatiable, and perfidy and violence have formed

it, (and lliese are the means winch he hath used,)

the least pretence, the sliglitcst accident, gives it

the fatal shock, and in an instant it is utterly dis-

solved. And from repeated observations I am
convinced, Athenians ! that Philip not only wants

the confidence and afl’cction of his allies, but even

in his own kingdom he is by no means happy in

that well-established regularity, and those intimate

attachments, which might be expected. The power

of Macedon, indeed, as an ally, may have some

cft'ect ; but if left to itself, is insufficient ; and

when compared with his pompous enterprises, quite

contemptible. And then his wars, his expeditions,

all those exploits which have given him this splen-

dour, are the very.means of rendering it yet weaker:

for you are not to imagine, Athenians ! that Philip

and his subjects have the same desires. He is pos-

sessed with the love of glory ; they wish only for se-

curity. The object of his passion must be attended

with danger ; and they but ill endure a banishment

from their children, parents, wives; a life worn out

with toils, and exposed to continual perils in his

cause.

Hence we may learn how his subjects in general

are affected to their prince. But then his guards,

and officers of his foreign troops ; these, you will

find, have some military reputation
:
yet they live

in greater terrors than the obscure and mean.

These are exposed only to their avowed enemies

;

the others Imve more to fear from calumny and
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flattery, than in the field. Tlie one, when engaged

in battle, but share the common danger : the others,

besides their part, and this not the least of that dan-

ger, have also their private apprehensions from the

temper of their prince. Among the many, when one

hath transgressed, his punishment is proportioned

to his crime: the others, when they have most eiiii-

nently distinguished themselves, arc then, in open

defiance of all decency, treated witli the greatest

insolence and disdain.

That these are incontcsliblc truths, no reason-

able man can doubt : for they who have lived with

him assure us, that his ambition is so insatiable,

that he will have the glory of every exploit ascribed

wholly to himself; and is much more incensed

against such commandei’s as have performed any

thing worthy of honour, than against those whose

misconduct hath ruined his enterprises. But if

this be the case, how is it that they have persevered

so long in their attachment to his cause It is for

this reason, Athenians ! because success throws a

shade on all his odious qualities (for nothing veils

men’s faults from observation so eflectually as suc-

cess:) but let any accident happen, and they will

all be perfectly discovered. Just as in our bodies

;

while we are in health, our inward defects lie con-

cealed ; but when we are attacked by a disorder,

then they are all sensible, in the vessels, in the joints,

or wherever we are aflccted : so in kingdoms and

governments of every kind, while their arms are

victorious, their disorders escape the common ob-
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servation ; but a reverse of fortune (and this he

must experience^ as he hath taken up a burden

much beyond lus strengtli,) never fails to lay them
open to every eye.

If there he a man among you, Athenians ! who
regards Philip as a powerful and formidable enemy,

on account of his good fortune, such cautious

foresight bespeaks a truly prudent mind. Fortune

indeed does greatly influence, or rather has the

entire direction of all human alfairs : but there are

many reasons to expect much more from the fortune

of Athens, than that of Philip. We can boast an

authority in Greece, derived from our ancestors,

not only before his days, but before any one prince

of Macedon. They all were tributaries of Athens

:

Athens never paid that mark of subjection to any

people. In the next place, the more inviolably we
have adhered to piety and justice, the greater may
be our confidence in the favour of the gods. But

if this be the case, how is it that, in the late war,

his arms had such superior fortune ? This is the

cause, (for I will speak with undaunted freedom ;)

he takes the field himself, endures its toils, and

shares its dangers : no favourable incident escapes

him, no season of the year retards him. While we

(for the truth must not be concealed) are confined

within our walls, in perfect inactivity, delaying, and

voting, and wandering through the public places,

in search of news. Can any thing better deserve

the name of new, than that one sprung from Mace-

don should insult Athens, and dare to send such
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letters as you have just heard recited ? That he

should liavc his armies and his orators in pay ?

(Yes, I call heaven to witness, there are those

among us, who do not blush to live for Philip, who
have not sense to perceive that they are selling all

the interests of the state, all their own real interests,

for a trilling pittance !) While we never once

think of preparing to oppose him ; are quite averse

to hiring troops, and want resolution to take

arms ourselves. No wonder, therefore, that he had

some advantage over us in the late war: on the

contrary, it is really surprising that we, who are

quite regardless of all that concerns our cause,

should expect to conquer him, who leaves no means

omitted that may assure his success.

Let things be duly weighed, Athenians ! and

deeply impressed upon your minds. Consider, that

it is not at your option, whether to profess peace or

no ; for he hath now made a declaration of war,

and hostilities are commenced. Spare no expenses,

public or private : let a general ardour appear for

taking arms : appoint abler commanders than you

have hitherto chosen : for it must not be imagined,

tlrat the men who from a state of prosperity have

reduced us to these difficulties, will again extricate

us, and restore us to our former splendour : nor is

it to be expected, that, if you continue thus supine,

your cause will find other assertors. Think, how
'

infamous it is, that you, whose ancestors were ex-

posed to such incessant toils, and so^ great dangers,

in^ the war with Lacedemon, should refuse to en-
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j^iigc witli resolution in defence of that rightful power
which tliey transmitted to us ! how shameful, that

this Macedonian should have a soul so daring, that,

to enlarge his empire, his whole body is covered with

wounds ; and that the Athenians, they whose heredi-

tary character it is to yield to none, but to give law

to aJl their adversaries, arc now supine and enervated,

insensible to the glory of their fathers, and regardless

of the interests of their country !

That I may not detain you, my sentence is this

:

that we should instantly prepare for war, and call

upon the other states of Greece to join in the com-

mon cause ; not by words, but actions ; for words,

if not attended with actions, arc of no force. Our

professions particularly have always had the less

weight, as we are confessedly suj)crior to the rest

of Greece, in prompt address and excellence of

speaking.

END OF THE ORATION ON THE LE'CTER.





CONCLUSION.

Having Ihiis far traced the progress of Philip’s

attempts on Greece, it may be no improper con-

clusion to continue the account down to his finaj

triumph over the liberty of that country.

We have seen the Athenians, at last, exerting

themselves in a manner worthy of that renowned

people. And Philip, now returning from his Scy-

thian expedition, in which he had engaged, when

foiled in his attempts on Perinthus and Byzantium,

found himself considerably distressed and harassed

by the hostilities of Athens. To extricate himself

from these difficulties, he formed a bold and subtle

project of entering Greece : and so laid his scheme,

as to make the Athenians themselves the instruments

of his designs.

By his intrigues he procured .(Eschines to be sent

as their deputy to the council of Amphictyons.

This was in reality of the highest consequence : for

no sooner had the deputy taken his seat, but a

question was moved, W^hether the Locrians of Am-

phissa had not been guilty of sacrilege, in plough-

ing the fields of Cirrha, contiguous to the temple of

Delphos? Sentiments were divided. ^Eschines pro-

posed a view : this was decreed : and when the
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Amphictyons came to take it, the Locrians, jealous

of their property, and no doubt inflamed by those

who were in the secret of the whole desij^n, fell on

those venerable persons, and obliged them to con-

sult their safely by flight. Such an outrage was

judged to demand the severest punishment ; and it

was decreed that all Greece should join in inflicting

it. But when the army came to a place of rendez-

vous, their appearance gave no great prospect of

success. His agents and partizans then arose, and

by their artful representations, prevailed upon the

Amphictyons to declare Philip general of tlie Gre-

cian forces, and to invite him to execute their de*

crees. As the event was expected, his army was

ready. He inarched into Greece ; but instead of

attacking tlie Locrians, he immediately seized

Elatma, a city of Phocis, of the utmost moment, as

it awed Boeotia, and opened him a passage into

Attica.

This step struck Greece with astonishment.

Athens particularly received the news with inex-

pressible confusion. The people ran dismayed to

an assembly, and called on their usual counsellors

to give their opinion in this critical juncture. De-

mosthenes arose ; and his eloquence was exerted to

animate their drooping courage : by his advice am-

bassadors were sent through Greece, and particu-

larly to Thebes, to engage the states to rise at once

to oppose the Macedonian torrent before it bore

down all. Demosthenes himself headed the em-

bassy to the Thebans. He found a powerful an-
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(agonist in Pytlion, Philip’s agent
:

yet, in spite of

his remonstrances, he so fired that people, that they

at once forgot all the favours Philip had conferred

on them, and joined against liiin with the most

cordial zeal. The confederates met atElcusis. The
Pythian priestess uttered the most terrible predic-

tions, and threatened them with the severest fate
;

but Demosthenes took care to prevent the effect of

this, by treating her oracles with contempt, which,

he declared, were dictated by Philip, and calculated

to serve his interests.

This prince now saw all his arts defeated ;
and

tliercforc resolved upon an engagement, as his last

resource. lie advanced to Cheronasa, in the neigh-

bourhood of which city the confederates were en»

camped, under the command of Chares and Lysicles,

two Athenian generals, by no means worthy of

commanding so illustrious an army. The next

day, by sun-rise, both armies were in the field.

Alexander, then but nineteen years old, surrounded

by a number of experienced officers, commanded
the left wing of the Macedonians. He began the

onset : and was bravely opposed by the Sacred

Hand of the Thebans. On the right, Philip him-

self commanded
;
where the Athenians made their

attack with such vigour as obliged his soldiers to

give ground. The advantage was pursued with

the most imprudent and intemperate heat. But

while the Athenians were rushing on without any

order, Philip bore down upon them with his pha-

VOL. I. T
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lanx, and obtained an easy, thougli a bloody victory.

At the same time, and with a like ellusion of blood,

Alexander triumphed over the Thebans.

Tims were the confederates totally overthrown,

and the liberty of Greece lost for ever.
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The public Orations of Demosthenes here pre-

sented to the reader, are not indeed of the same in-

teresting nature with those of the former part of

this volume, but such as have been always deemed
well worthy the regards of the learned. And if we
may ever hope to gain an attention to the remains

of this eloquent statesman, we must look for it in

Britain, where a love of liberty possesses its in-

habitants, and a freedom of debate, (the natural

consequence of a freedom of constitution,) is held

sacred and inviolable ; where opposite opinions, ac-

cidental abuses and corruptions, various plans of

policy, contentions for power, and many other

causes, conspire to animate its counsellors, and call

forth their abilities ; where a profusion of glittering

ornament, gay flights of fancy, and figurative elo-

quence, do by no means form the character of na-

tional eloquence : but simplicity and severity of

reasoning, force, and energy, eminently distinguish

the speakers of every kind, from those of the

neighbouring nations ; and where, above all, a

warm benevolence of heart, confessedly the glory of
its citizens, may, at some times, engage their atten*

tion to the interests and concerns of a people, who'

experienced the vicissitudes of integrity and cor-

ruption, happiness and misfortune ; who were dis-
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graced or renowned, just as tlieir councils were

weak or well directed.

The history of the wars, negotiations, govern-

ment, and policy, of the conquests and defeats, of

the pr<^re6s and declension, of all ancient states, is

universally allowed to be a study highly delightful

and interesting to the ingenuous mind. The ha-

rangues and counsels of their statesmen arc no in-

considerable part of this history. Nor can it bo

deemed an useless or unalfecting occupation to in-

quire, what were the arguments used in a free as-

sembly, on any occasions where the public interests

were concerned; what were the topics urged to

awaken the indolence, or to check the violence of

the people ; to elevate their hopes, or to alariu

their apprehensions
;

to correct their prejudices,

and tQ reform their abuses : what schemes of policy

were proposed, what measures suggested : what

artihccs^^e used, what arguments urged by con-

tending jw establish their power and inte-

rest ;
what motives were proposed to engage the

community in war, or to inspire the people with

pacific dispositions; to prompt them to form, or to

dissolve alliances ; to extend their views to the in-

terests and concerns of^ foreigners, or to confine

their regards to their own security. These, I say,

and such-like, arc by no means unworthy of atten-

tion ; and these we find in a translation of an

ancient orator, executed with any tolerable care and

fidelity, however it may be discovered, by the

learned reader, inferior to the illustrious original.
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in dignity of expression, and excellence of style and
composition.

Or if we consider the remains of an ancient ora-

tor in a critical view, merely as the productions of

art and genius, it can be no unworthy curiosity to

endeavour at gnining a just, though faint idea of

that excellence vvliicli, we are told, had such won-
derful effects. The appearance of a great public

speaker, and the power of his eloquence, are so

feelingly described by Cicero, that we may be cer-

tain tlie piece was copied for himself, and from

what he accounted his greatest glory. “ ‘Give me
“ the orator,” saith he, who can produce the

“ following effects: When it is once known that

“ he is to speak, let tliere be the utmost impatience

“ to secure places in the court, which must be in-
”

stantly crowdctl
;

let all be hurry and eagerness

;

“ the clerks and officers must ily up attd down
“ with an obliging solicitude, to provid^^|j^ts and
“ accommodations for the assctnygjjjpn^ auditors

“ must press forward in a crowds’ circle. Let the

• Volo hoc oratori contingat, at cuin auclitum sit cum cssc dic-

tiirum, locus in subselliis occiipctur, coniplcatur tribunal; gra-

tiosi scribic sitit in datido etcedendo loco, corona multiple.x, ju-

dex erectus ; cum surgit is ipu dicturus sit, significctur it corona

silentium, dcinde crebrx assentaliones, multse admirationes

;

rbus, cum velit ;
cum velit, iietus ; ut qui luce procul vulcat,

(‘tianisi, quid agatur ncsciat, placcre tamcn, et in scena esse Ros-

cium intclligat. time cui conlingant, cum scito Atticc dicere:

'll de Periclc audivimus, ut de Ilvperide, ut <le .Eschine ; do

ipso quidem Demosthene maxime. Cic. in Rkut.
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“ judge be roused to the utmost attention. When
" the speaker rises, the audience must command
“ silence, all must be hushed, till some marks of

" approbation are extorted, and expressions of

wonder break out at frequent intervals. If he

“ would inspire them with mirth, the smile must

" be universal ; if with sorrow, their tears must

“ instantly flow. So that a person at a distance,

" though he docs not know directly what piece is

acting, must yet be witness of the powerful im-

“ pression, and assured that some great and fa-

vouritc actor is on the stage. He that has such

“ power, we may pronounce the truly complete

“ speaker. As wc liave heard of Pericles, as of
“ Hyperides, as of /Eschincs ; but chiefly of De-
“ mosthenes himself.”

And if Demosthenes appeared with so great

splendour in his judicial pleadings, his speeches in

public deliberations seem to have been attended

with circumstances still more honourable, and

with proofs of his abilities still more forcible. He
generally acted in scenes of turbulence and public

confusion. The speakers of the opposite party had

first laboured to prepossess the people against the

sentiments he was to deliver: to this their own
corrupted inclinations conspired, and vengeance

was denounced against all that should dare to con-

troul them. In the midst of clamour and commo-

tion the orator arises : his adversaries dread him,

and endeavour to drown his remonstrances in tu*
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mult. By degrees he gains a patient audience.

Opposition is cliecked, dismayed, and silenced. His

countrymen hang on him as on some oracle, that de-

nounces destruction on their vices and misconduct,

and points out the only way to security. They feel

their own weakness and unworthiness, they acknow-

ledge the justice oF his severity: they resign them-

selves to his direction, and rush enthusiastically for-

ward, to the dangerous field of glory which he points

out to them. Such were generally the immediate

impressions, though not always permanent and

cflcctual.

At otiier times he appeared when an universal

terror and dismay had seized the assembly
; when

the enemy seemed to be at their gates ; when de-

struction appeared inevitable, and despair had

buried the faculties of those speakers In a mournful

silence, who in times of less danger were ever for-

ward to take the lead. Then did their country (as

Demosthenes himself describes the solemn scene)

call on her sons, to aid and support her by their

counsels in this allecting hour of distress. But in

a case of extreme difficulty, who can dare to pro-

pose any measures whose event must be precarious,

where ill success may be imputed to the first

adviser, and be severely avenged as his crime ?

Neither the dangerous situation of affairs, nor the

well-known injustice and capriciousness of his coun-

trymen, could deter Demosthenes. He is known

on such occasions to have arisen in the assembly.
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and, by liis appearance only, to have inspired his

countrymen witli some confused expectation of

relief. He has awakened them from their despair,

and gradually calmed their apprehensions
; he has

dispelled the mist of terror, and dilFused bright

hopes and cheerful expectations through the as-

sembly. Confidence and resolution, magnanimity

and courage, indignation and martial rage, vigorous

efforts and generous contempt of danger, have fully

confessed the irresistible force and energy of the

speaker.

Such effects were a full reward for the patient

assiduity with which Demosthenes laboured to

qualify himself for a public speaker and leader ; not

by weighing words, culling rhetorical flowers, and

arranging periods ; hut by collecting a large treasure

of political knowledge, with which his most early

performances appear to be enriched ; by learning

and habituating iiimself to strict and solid reasoning,

by studying the human heart, and the means of af-

fecting it ; by acquiring, from constant practice, a

promptness which no difficulties could embarrass, an

acuteness which no opposition, however subtle and

unexpected, could disconcert ; and a copiou.sncss

inexhaustible
;
prepared for all emergencies ; ever

flowing, and ever abundantly supplied from its rich

and bountiful source.

“ Eloquence,” saith an admired writer % “ must

* Loid Rolingbrolu-, Spirit of I’alriotisiii.
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“ flow like a stream that is fed by an abun-
“ dant spring-, and not spool forth a little frothy

“ stream, on some gaudy day, and remain dry for

“ the rest of the year.” Such was the eloquence

of all those illustrious ancients that history hath

c(dcbratcd ; and such, in every free state, must be

the eloquence which can really bring advantage to

the public, or honour to the possessor. The voice

may be tuned to the most musical perfection
; the

action may be modelled to the utmost grace and

])ropricty ; expressions may be chosen, of energy,

delicacy, and majesty ; the period may be taught to

flow with all the ease and elegance of harmonious

modulation
:

yet these are but inferior parts of

genuine eloquence ; by no means the first and prin-

cipal, much less the sole objects of reg-ard. The
weapon of the orator should be bright and glittering

indeed ; but this should arise from the keenness of

its edge : it should be managed with grace
; but with

such a grace as is an indication of consummate skill

and strength.

We are told of a Grecian general, who, when he

travelled, and viewed the country round him, re-

volved in his mind how an army might be there

drawn up to the greatest advantage ;
how he could

best defend himself, if attacked from such a quarter

;

how advance with greatest security ; how retreat

with least danger. Something similar to this should

be the practice and study of a public speaker. And

thus was Demosthenes, for the most part, employed.
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in his days of retirement and severe application. It

is indeed insinuated by his enemy’, that he was

more solicitous about rounding a period, than pre-

serving his country. But this is an object fitted

rather to the minute regards of such a speaker as the

noble author, quoted above, describes with so just a

contempt ; whose whole abilities consist in providing

a slender fund for some particular occasion, when,

perhaps, a weak or wicked cause is to be graced and

ornamented ; who lays on his thin covering, with the'

utmost care and most scrupulous nicety ;
which

dazzles for a moment, till the first blast of true

forcible eloquence puffs away the flimsy produce of

his labours, and leaves all beneath in its native con-

dition of deformity and shame.

But to return from this digression. Ancient

eloquence in general, and that of Demosthenes in

particular, we are told, had wonderful effects. The
impression was strong and violent ; the conse-

quences, sometimes, of the utmost moment. But

by reading the orator in a modern language, how
fully and justly soever it might be possible to ex-

press the genius and general spirit of the original,

or by consulting the original itself, arc we always

affected with the like impressions ; or, can we
always trace the artifice, or feel the force, which

produced effects so magnificently described? By
no means ! And this is partly to be imputed to the

* .tEscliincs in Ctesiph.
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fault of tlie reader, partly to a difference of circum-

stances.

He who applies himself to the study of Demo-
sthenes, after a long intercourse with writers of a

different character
;
who hath been accustomed to

pointed periods, phrases of affected delicacy, fanci-

ful allusions, figures and images calculated to dazzle

and delight the eye, rather than to illuminate, and

cast the full glory of evidence round simple truth ;

he, I say, must throw by the author in disgust, or

labour through him in a cold and lifeless progress,

which must serve but to fatigue and disappoint

him. He whose taste is ever so justly formed to

relish simplicity and true manly grace, must yet

read the orator to great disadvantage, if entirely a

stranger to the spirit of free uncontrolled debate.

Liberty (if we may so speak) hath its own ideas and

its own language, whose force cannot always be felt,

or even its meaning rightly and thoroughly conceived

by strangers.

Tourjusil, the French ipterpreter of Demo-
sthenes, and LuccHESiNi, the Italian commentator,

seem to have been instances of what is here ad-

vanced. The first appears to have had no j ust taste

,

for the simplicity of modest Attic elegance. He
dressed out his author in all that finery, to which

he annexed the notions of grace and beauty ; and

presented him to his countrymen turgid and in-

flated, encumbered and disgraced by adventitious

ornaments. The latter lived and wrote in a conn-r
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try where the voice of liberty is but seldom and

faintly heard ; where political transactions are of a

confined nature, and not generally discussed in hold

and spirited debate ; where parties are seldom

formed, public dissensions seldom raised
;
no grand

interests boldly asserted
;

no political measures

freely censured. And the elfect seems to have been

this : the commentator appears shocked at the free,

lively, and animated excursions of Demosthenes ;

he endeavours to reduce him within more sober

bounds ; and is sometimes, perhaps, misled by try-

ing his expressions by the rules of cold precision.

Passages might be produced to warrant these obser-

vations : but I shall content myself with just hint-

ing at one, of which notice hath been taken in this

volume *, and which seems to prove what may be

deemed the boldest assertion, that Demosthenes

cannot be, always, even understood, but in a country

of liberty. “ 1 am sensible,” saith the orator,

“ that the Persian is the common enemy of the

“ Greeks.” To the Italian, this assertion was

strange and unaccountable, at a time when the two

nations were at peace, and when treaties actually

subsisted between them. History was ransacked

and tortured for some plausible pretence or grounds

for this extrordinary declaration. But in Britain

such pains were needless ; there, no idea is more

familiar than that of a natural and hereditary

ENEMY.

The reader’s taste, however, may be strictly just

:

* See Oral, on the Classca.



P 11 E F A C E. 287

lie may be well acqaintcd with the sentiments and
language of liberty

;
he may be duly instructed in

the history of an ancient people ; he may suffer

their affairs and interests to make a lively and
forcible impression on his mind

: yet still, though
Avell prepared for tlic perusal of an orator, he can-

not always perceive his whole force and artifice ; as,

at this distance of time, facts may appear trivial,

and arguments inconclusive, which fired every ima-

gination, and silenced all opposition, in the as-

sernbly to which they were originally addressed.

We know, in general, the genius, character, and

temper of a people, whom the orator may have en-

deavoured to affect

:

we can, therefore, in general,

conceive and must acknowdedge his force and deli-

cacy, the propriety and energy of his representa-

tions : they must please and surprise us, and some-

times affect and warm us
;
and such impressions

sufficiently reward our attention. But, in particular

passages, the traces of excellence must be faint, or,

perhaps, totally effaced ; where the art and force

of the speaker consist in a judicious attention to

particular .circumstances of times, occasions, con-

junctures of affairs, and dispositions of the auditors.

A modern reader is struck with some particular

argument or topic ; he is, perhaps, disappointed to

find, that it is not extended and enlarged on. But

it is possible, nay very likely, that the disposition

of those who heard it, required but a single hint,

and that a minute detail would have tired and of-

fended. We read that such a particular stroke of

eloquence had wonderful effects ; that such a pas
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sage raised a general acclamation, affected, tran.s-

ported, or terrified : we examine tins passage by the

general rules of criticism, and we pronounce 't in-

adequate to the wonderful effects ascribed to it.

But here we seem to confine our rcgtirds to our

own sentiments, our own passions, and our own
situations ; we argue from our own feelings to those

of other persons, in circumstances totally different.

Cicero, by introducing the mention of the battle of

Pharsalia, and the danger which Caisar there en-

countered, (in a manner artful and lively indeed,

but such as by no means indicates a surprising or

singular elevation of genius,) is said to have made

this hero turn pale and tremble. And why should

we doubt of the reality of these effects? We can

read of this battle of Pharsalia without emotion :

but it was a more important object to a Roman ;
still

more affecting to the soldier who fought in that fa-

mous field ; but to the general who there gained the

victory, and by this victory rescued himself from de-

struction, and obtained the sovereignty of the world,

what object can be conceived more capable of alarm-

ing his passions, and filling his mind with the most

turbulent emotions ?

But it may be said, that however true the gene-

ral position, yet the instance brought to illustrate it,

is but unhappily chosen : for that, in this case,

Caesar’s emotion was but pretended. “ ’ He was

himself an accomplished orator, and knew all

• See Brown a Fsaay on Ridicule.
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" t!ie windings of tlic art—he courted Cicero’s
“

friendsliip, he saw where Iiis vanity and his

“ weakness lay
; with perfect address^ therefore, he

“ played back the orator’s art upon himself ; Ins

concern was feigned.”—With deference to the

author here quoted, I must declare tliat I cannot

think this suggestion well warranted
;
no more than

I can suppose that Octavia, the sister of Augustus,

meant to pay a compliment to the poet, and hut

pretended concern, when she appeared to faint at the

recital of the famous passage in the sixth Eneid :

lieu iniserande piier! 8i (pia fata aspera ninipas,

Tu MaKCELLUS ERIS.

If Caisar was too well acquainted with the arts

of eloquence, and, of consequence, too well armed

aguinst them, to receive any real impression from

the efforts of Cicero ; this orator, who was equally

well acquainted with those arts, the px’opcr occa-

sions of exerting them, and the effects to be ex-

pected from them, could not well be deceived by

any unnatural semblance of emotion. I say, un-

natural semblance ; because it is supposed, that

such emotion, in such a case, is contrary to reason

and the nature of things ; and therefore Cicero,

amidst all his vanity, must have seen and despised

the injudicious artifice.

The truth seems to be, that, in minds the most

enlightened, the passions frequently retain a con-

siderable degree of strength ; and when kindled by

VOL. L V
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some touch of tlie orator’s address, the combustion

is too sudden, as avcU as too violent, to be elTectu-

ally suppressed by reason. At least the ancients

seem persuaded of this ;
for whatever may be said

of eloquence being made for the multitude and the

forum *, yet when they addressed themselves, not to

the populace, but to select and refined judg'e.s, they

were by no means (as Quintilian expresses it)

quadam eloquentiae frug-alitate content!, ac ma-

“ num semper intra pallium continentes.” On the

contrary, some of the noblest and boldest efibrts of

art were exerted, some of the sublimest flights of

genius indulged, on such occasions. To be con-

vinced of this, we need but turn to any of the ju-

dicial pleadings of Cicero. Take the beautiful

passage, in an oration against Verres, quoted by Mr.

Hume, in his elegant Essay on Eloquence ; or read

the following passage in the oration for Milo

:

“ *’ On you, ye Albanian mounts and groves, on

you 1 call. Bear witness for me, ye ruined altars

“ of Alba, (equal in sanctity to the Roman shrines,)

“ destroyed, and buried under the profane edifices

a Cicero in Brut.

^ Vos eiiini jam Albani tumuli atque luci, vos inquam im-

ploro atque obte.stor, vosque Aibatioruni obruta: arae, sacroruin

populi Romani sociaeet {equates, quas illeprasceps amentia, csesis,

prostratisque sanctissirois lucis, substructionum insanis molibus

oppresserat: vestrae turn arae, ve.strae religiones vigucrunt, vestra

vis valuit, quam ille Omni scelerc polluerat; tuque ex tuoeditio

monte Latiari, .sancte Jupiter, cujus ille lacus, nemora, finesque

saepe oinne iicfario stupro, et scelere macularat, aliquando ad

eum puniendum oculos aperuisti ; vobis illae, vobis, vestro in

conspectu serse sed jiistae tamen, et debitae pcenae solutae sunt.
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“ raised by his outrageous sacrilege. Your in-

“ fluence, your power it was which then prevailed.

“ Your divinity then triumphed, and completed its

“ vengeace on all his profanations. And thou,

“ O holy Jove, didst then, at length, look down
" from thy mount : then didst thou execute thy

“ justice on the wretch, whose wickedness and

abandoned impurity had so often polluted thy

lakes, thy groves, thy boundaries. To thee, to

“ thee, and in thy presence, did he pay the late,

“ but Ju.stly merited punishment.’’—That the cir-

cumstances of the trial contributed to animate the

orator’s style, is certain, as he himself informs us®.

Yet, amidst all his enthusiasm, the consummate

master must have had a due regard to propriety.

He could not have forgotten that he addressed

himself immediately to a few selected judges. And

if such elevated strains of eloquence sometimes

failed of success in select assemblies, and before

judges of penetration and refinement, the same may

be observed of sober, solid, and just argument.

Modern times are acquainted with refined assem-

blies, in which affairs of highest moment are com-

monly discussed ;
and if the spirited and impas-

sioned orator doth not, on all occasions, obtain a

majority in such assemblies, they do not always im-

pute it to the superior strength of reason, that forti-

fies his hearers against the assaults of eloquence.

In poetry, the impression made upon the hearer

In Brut.

V 2
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is so far from being lessened or defeated by Ids re-

finement and understanding, that it is really height-

ened and increased in proportion to the accuracy of

his judgment and the delicacy of his sentiments.

And although the man of sense, who in this case

resigns himself up to the pleasing delusion, guards

and arms himself against all artifice, in that of elo-

quence, it might not be difficult to shew how this

vigilance is sometimes defeated and eluded. But

the points which 1 am at present concerned to

establish, arc no more than these : That the won-

derful effects ascribed to ancient eloquence are not

mistaken or exaggerated : That its force was really

e.xtraordinary, and its impressions in proportion

violent; but that the reader who applies himself

to study the remains of an ancient orator, and of

Demosthenes in particular, may sometimes be dis-

appointed in his sanguine expectations of delight,

if he hath been long accustomed to compositions of

less intrinsic worth, though of more glittering orna-

ment ; if he is in general unused to the energy of

free debate ; if he is unacquainted with the history

and character of the people to whom the orator ad-

dressed himself; or if he precipitately judges of the

real force and efficacy of his eloquence from his own
sentiments and feelings, without making the neces-

sary allowance for a difference of times, circum-

stances, passions, and dispositions.

He who will not acknowledge that some par-

ticular traces of that exquisite skill which our

orator possessed, are now become faint and obscure.
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pays hint a veneration rather loo implicit. And he

who does not still perceive, and feel, “ his rapid

“ harmony exactly adjusted to the sense ; his ve-

“ hement reasoning without any appearance of art

;

“ his disdain, anger, boldness, freedom, involved

“ in a continued stream of argument may justly

suspect his own deficiency in point of taste : nor

is it any indication of a superior strength of reason,

if he doth not sometimes accompany the orator in

those impetuous passions and exalted sentiments

which animate his compositions.

It is a common observation, how much an orator

is assisted by the charms of action or pronuncia-

tion, which Demosthenes is said to have regarded

as the chief part, or rather the whole, of his art

;

and how much the loss of these must diminish his

lustre. Yet there are other advantages, which

such a speaker derives from subjecting his works to

a private review, to a strict, dispassionate, and re-

iterated study. The justness of his reasoning, the

soundness of his policy, the worth and elevation of

his sentiments, (and these are the really valuable

parts of an orator,) are thus brought to a new and

severe trial : and if, on such a trial, these excel-

lencies preserve their weight and lustre, this is an

additional proof that they are real and intrinsic.

What Longinus observes of the Sublime, is

equally applicable to all the excellencies of an ora-

tor ; that, if they are really genuine, we must form

• See Hume's Essay on Elequenec.
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the higher ideas of them, the more frequently and

attentively they are considered ;
and that the true

and indisputable proof of a writer’s value, arises

from the consenting approbation of all ages, pro-

fessions, and inclinations. This last and final sanc-

tion our author’s merit hath received from private

examination, though, at this time, but a part of his

merit can thus appear. And hence, again, we may

form a judgment of the force and influence of his

living eloquence. If he still commands our appro-

bation, and even warms our hearts, how must the

Rhodians have been affected, when yEscliines read

his celebrated performance to that people ? And if

they were strongly affected, how must the speaker

himself have shaken and transported the souls of his

hearers, in the Athenian assembly ?

It may be said, that the excellence of this au-

thor in the original, is a point too plain to require

proof or illustration ; that it is universally acknow-

ledged, and has been the subject of repeated praise

:

but that this consummate excellence of the original

necessarily inspires a prejudice against all attempts

to copy it in another language ; that such attempts

are presumptuous ; the learned despise them, others

are deceived by them, and made to think with lesS

honour of the great author, than his own genuine

undisguised merit must ever obtain.

1 could wish that this objection could be easily

eluded, and that 1 could persuade myself that the

present work did not enforce and confirm if.
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However, something I presume to say in apology

for such attempts, and for the manner in which

they are executed.

It hatli been already observed, that the .senti-

ments and arguments of an ancient orator may be

conveyed to the reader in a translation executed

with tolerable care and fidelity. To this we may
add, the manner and order in which he arranges his

thoughts ; no inconsiderable part of his address

and artifice. And surely the attention of the rea-

der unskilled in ancient languages, is rather li-

berally rewarded by these advantages
; although

the learned may despise the inglorious toil of the

translator, whose composition disgraces bis noble

original. Yet, even in this point, should our at-

tempts be judged with some degree of candour and

indulgence. An ancient language, even were it

not superior to our own, must ever be read with

favourable prejudice. Antiquity renders it respect-

able and venerable. Its sounds and phrases are not

debased by common and familiar use, but preserve

their dignity in a stately and solemn retirement.

Longinus speaks of .some vulgar phrases to be found

in Demosthenes ; but all such now lie concealed

:

and, unless the image conveyed be low, nothing

can appear in the language humble or debased ;
all

flows on in one equal course of decency, grandeur,

and dignity. But this is not the ca«e in our own

language. Familiarity tempts us to rega^ it with

less reverence. Its phrases and expressions a|’e in

constant use ; and what we hear and pronounce
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every day, cannot easily endure a comparison with

H language to wliose very name we have been long

taught to annex the ideas of grandeur and excel-

lence. If in our composition we adhere scrupu-

lously to tiic simple and natural form, the pomp
and dignity of the original may seem to be lost .and

degraded. In oider to avoid this extreme, we
sometimes recur to a grave and laboured style,

transpositions unnatural, and periods distorted ; an

tinpardonably awkward substitute to ease and

graceful majesty. And scarcely can we steer our

course so hapj)ily, but tliat we must be in danger of

touching', or appearing to touch, on one or other of

these dangerous extremes.

But our didiculties appear stronger, and our

claim to indulgence more just, when the real ex-

cellence of the ancient languages is considered.

The Greek, in particular, is superior even to that

of the Romans in point of sweetness, delicacy, and

copiousness. This is the judgment of the great

Roman critic *. And with hin) may an English

translator still say,
“ ‘‘He that expects from us the

grace and delicacy of the Attic style, must give us

“ the same sweetness, and an equal copiousness «)f

" language.” To acknowledge this inferiority in

our own language, is not to derogate from its real

merit. It is a weapon keen and forcible, if cafe-

* Quiniil. Inst. Orat. lib. xii. cap. 10.

^ Qiiare qui a Latinis exigit illam gratiam sermonis Attici,

dft inihi in loqncmlo eandfm jucunditatem, t*f parem copiain«
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fully preserved, and wielded with due skill. But
he who should attempt to follow the great writers

of antiquity in every maze and winding, through

wliich their advantages enabled them, and their

circumstances obliged them, to direct their course;

he who should labour through all the streights of a

minute and scrupulous imitation, to express their

words, and dispose of their periods, exactly in the

same form and order, must be equally inattentive to

the genius of the language from whicli he copies,

and to that of his own
; equally inattentive to the

excellencies of this, and to its comparative defects.

At least, this is a state of subjection to which the

present translator thought it by no means necessary

to stoop ; and if in this he should be judged to

have taken too great a liberty, he flics for shelter to

the authority of Quintilian *, who compares the

copy formed from the outward traces and aspect of

the original, to those airy phantoms which were

supposed by Epicurus to issue from all bodies. If

it may be thought a violation of the Attic sim-

plicity, that he hath sometimes ventured on an epi-

thet, a metaphor, or some other figurative form of

speech, to express what is natural and unadorned in

the original, let it be remembered, that in this he

confines himself within much stricter bounds than

* Nec—sufTiciat imaginem virlutis eflingere, et solain ut sic

dievrein cutem, vel potius illas Epicuri figuras quas c summis

curporibus dicit effluere. Hoc autem illis accidit, qui non in-

Irospectis peiiitus virtutibus, ad pvimiin'. se velut aspeclum

orationis aptariint, <*t, cum iis I’elicissimc ccssit imitatio, verbis

aUptc nuiiieris sunt non inultuni differentes. lib. x. cap. 2.
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writers of renown, does not necessarily fall under

this censure. Or if the meanness and insignifi-

cance of the employment should be urged, a trans-

lator might observe, in the fulness of his vanity,

that the great Roman orator himself thought it not

beneath his dignity to publish his translations from

Plato, Xenophon, and Demosthenes. But as to the

utility of this employment, it need not be pointed

out or defended, to the learned. As to its dignity,

the translator is not at all solicitous to maintain it.

He is ready to acknowledge, that the pittance of

reputation to be acquired in this way is but trifling

and insignificant, if he is so fortunate as to meet

with that candour and indulgence which have

hitherto favoured his attempts.





THE

ORATION ON THE CLASSES:

PRONOUNCED IN THE

ARCHONSHIP OF DIOTIMUS,

THE THIRD YEAR OF THE 106TII OLYMPIAD.





INTRODUCTION.

The title of this oration is taken from one par*
ticular part of it, in which the speaker enlarges on
the method of dividing the citizens into

or Classes, in order to mise the supplies, and to

answer the exigencies of the state. The design of
it was, to allay an extravagant ferment which had
been raised at Athens, and to recommend caution
and circumspection at a time when danger was
apprehended, Artaxerxes Ochus, king of Persia,

had been for some time employed in making pre-

parations for war. These were represented to the

Athenians as the effect of a design formed against

Greece, and against their state in particular. They
were conscious of having given this prince sufficient

umbrage, by the assistance which their general,

Chares, had afforded to some of his rebellious sub-

jects ; they were entirely possessed by the notions

of their own importance, and therefore readily

listened to their suggestions, who endeavoured to

persuade them that some important blow was

meditated against their dominions. An assembly

of the people was convened ; and the general tem-

per both of the speakers and auditors are distinctly
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marked out in several passages of the following

oration. The bare mention of a war with Persia,

at once recalled to their minds the glorious days of

their ancestors, and the great actions of Athens

and her generals against the barbarians. These

were now displayed with all the address and force

of eloquence, and the people urged to imitate the

bright examples of antiquity
;

to rise up in arms

against the Persian, and to send their ambassadors

through Greece, to summon all the states to unite

with Athens against the common enemy. To
flatter the national vanity of their countrymen, was

an expedient which many speakers had found ef-

fectual for establishing their power and credit in

the assembly. And possibly some might have

spoken, with a corrupt design of diverting the at-

tention of their countrymen, from those contests

and dangers in which they were more immediately

concerned. But however this may be, the im-

propriety of those bold and precipitate measures

which they recommended, is urged with the ut-

most force in the following oration ; in which we

shall And the speaker moderating the unseasonable

zeal of his countrymen, without absolutely shock-

ing their prejudices. Demosthenes is most gene-

rally known as an orator, by the fire and energy

with which he rouses his countrymen to arms.

But the delicacy of address and artifice which he

displays in this and many of the following orations,

is a part of his character no less worthy of atten-
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tion. A youth of twenty-eight years, llioroughly

acquainted with the constitution, interests, and con-

nexions of his country, rising for the first time in a

debate on public alfiiirs, opposing Iiiinself with bold-

ness and resolution, and at the same time with the

utmost art and insinuation, to the general bent of

the assembly ; calming the turbulence of his coun-

trymen, and presenting their true interests to their

view, in the strongest ami most striking colours ;
is

an object truly pleasing and alfecting.

voi,. I X





r H E ORATION
ON TliK

CLASS ES\

Diotimo Archon.—Olympiad. lOG. An. 3.

Tiie men who thus dwell upon the praises of your

ancestors, seem to me, ye Men of Athens ! to have

cliosen a subject fitted rather to gratify the assem*

bly, than to do the due honour to those on wliom

* That this oration was pronounced in the third year of the

hundred and-sixtli Olynipiatl, we are assured by Dionysius, (in

Epist. ad Aininaiuni,) and that Demosthenes was at this time

in liis twenty-eighth year. Plutarch, indeeiU (if he he the au-

thor of the Lives of the Ten Orators,) places his nativity in the

fourth year of the ninety-eighth Olympiad. But, not to mention

tlie inaccuracies in this tract, the orator himself declares, in his

oration against Midias, that he was then in his thirty-second year.

Tliis oration was spoken in the archonship of Callimachus,

that is, (according to Diodorus,) in the fourth year of the hun-

dred-and-seventh Olympiad. And therefore, by calculating

from hence, the reader will find the authority of Dionysius, as to

the time of our orator’s birth, clearly and fully confirmed.

How then came it to pass, that he was allowed to speak on public

affairs before the age of thirty years? for in the Attic laws re-

specting public speakers, it is expressly enacted. Mi

lAVivti rpiuKorra it» ytyoyoTctm Let no man enter the as-

sembly to speak, who hath not yet attained to the age of

V 9.
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they lavish their applause. As tlicy attempt to

speak of actions which no words can worthily

** thirty.” The solution of tliis ditlicully by Lucchesini seems

solid and satisfactory. I know, saith he, there are some who

osser^ that this, as well as sonic other laws of Athens, fell into

disuse ; but such a method ofsolving the difficulties of antiquity,

without any manner of proof or authority, is unsafe and fallaciou.s.

Besides, the assertion is contradicted by TRschines, who, in his

oration against Tiinarchus, declares, That not only this, but

other severer laws', relative to public speakers, were in full force.

In my opinion, the difficulty should rather be explained in this

manner ; Among the other magistrates who were chosen every

year at Athens, there were ten orators appointed by lot, whoso

business it was to deliver their opinions in the assemblies on all

affairs that concerned the state ; and for which they recciverl the

gratuity of a drachma [seven pence three farthings] from the

treasury. To these only must the law of Athens, which deter-

mines the age of orators, be construed to extend. As it was their

duty to deliver their opinions in the senate, they ought of course

to be of the senatorial age : but no person could l)e admitted to

the senate, who had not completed his thirtieth year. But as

for the law of Solon, it excludes no citizen whatsoever from the

liberty of speaking, who might attend the assembly ; nor had the

seniors any other privilege than that of sjieaking first. The law

runs thus :
** Let the senior first propose such measures as he

** thinks most expedient for the republic, and after him such

“ other citizens as choose it, according 1o the order of their age.’^

iEschines cites it in the same words against Closiphon. No
mention is here made of thirty years. Such of the citizens as were

in their twentieth year might attend the assembly, and had their

names enrolled. That they had a share in the administration,

and might speak in public at this age, is confirmed by Lucian in

his Jupiter Tragoedus, where Momus thus addresses Apollo :

** You are now become a legal speaker, having long since left

the class of young men, and enrolled your name in the books

of the Duodecemviri.*' Now, that the citizens were considered

as having arrived at the age of manhood in their eighteenth year,
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describe, the illustrious subject adorns their speech,

and j^ivcs them the praise of eloquence ; while their

hearers are made to think of the virtues of those

heroes with much less elevation than these virtues of

themselves inspire. To me, time itself seem%to be

the noblest witness to their glory. A series of so

many years hath now passed over, and still no
men have yet appeared, whose actions could sur«

pass those patterns of perfection. It shall be my
part, therefore, solely to endeavour to point out the

means wliich may enable you most clfectually to

prepare for war. For, in fact, were all our speak-

ers to proceed in a pompous display of their abilities,

such parade and ostentation could not possibly

prove of the least advantage to the public : but if

any man whatever will appear, and can explain to

your full satisfaction what kind of armament, how
great, and how supported, may serve the present

wc learn from Dernosthoncs in his oration against Aphobus. For

his father died when he was but seven years old, and he remained

for ten years under the care of liis guardian; at which time, being

released from his hands, he pleaded his own cause against him.

Now his father had given directions that he should be under a

guardian till lie had arrived at the age of manhood ; and this he

did, as soon as he had reached his eighteenth year ;
all which is

collected from his own words. These circumstances considered,

it is very easy to suppose that Demosthenes spoke in public, as

he really did, in his cight-and-twentieth year. Nor does any

manner of difficulty arise from what he says himself in his oration

for the Crown; When the Phocian war was raised,” &c. “/or

“ I had then no hand in the administration:*' that war being

begun ill the second year of the hundred-aiid-sixth Olympiad,

under the archoiiship of Callistratus, at a time when our orator

was only in the twenty. seventh year of his age.
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exigencies of the state, then all these alarms must

instantly be dispelled. This I shall endeavour to

the utmost of my abilities, having* first briefly de-

clared my opinion of our situation with respect to

the liING.

I do regard the KING as the common enemy of

all the Greeks “. But I cannot, for that reason, ad-

vise, that we should be the only people to undertake

a war against him : for I do not find the Greeks **

^ The conunentators who endeavour to account for this asser-

tion, by considering the present state of Greece, or any lute

transactions witli Persia, seem to examine the orator too rigidly,

and with too much coldness and abstraction. It is by no means

the result of any recent events. It had been the language of

Greece for ages ; the language of poets, historians, and orators.

Even in those times of corruption, the popular leaders seldom

ventured to use any other, particularly in an assembly where

national vanity was so predominant as in that of Athens. What-

ever treaties had been made with the king of Persia, however

peace might have now subsisted between him and the Greeks,

still he was their natural enkmy.

The sacred war now raged in Greece. The Phocians, Lace-

demonians, and Athenians were engaged on one side ; the Boeo-

tians, Thessalians, Locrians, and some other inferior states on

the other ; each party was harassed and exhausted by the war.

The Phocians had reason to complain of the Athenians, who

proved an useless and inactive ally. Whatever connexions had

lately subsisted between Athens and Sparta, this latter state still

hated its ancient rival, and was impatient to recover its former

splendour and power. A prospect of assistance from Persia

must have at once determined the Lacedemonians to detach them-

selves from the confederacy, and to act against the Athenians ;

particularly if any plausible pretence could be alleged for uniting

with the Persian. The Phocians, who were not always influenced
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themselves united to each other in sincere affection :

nay, some amoiij^ them seem to have more confi-

dence in him than in certain of their own body. In

such circumstances, I account it of the utmost mo-
ment that we should be strictly attentive to the

origin of this war, that it may be free from every

imputation of injustice. Let our armament be car-

ried on with vigour ; but let us carefully adhere to

the principles of erputy. For in my opinion, Athe-

nians ! the states of Greece (if it be once evident

by the most religious eiigageineiits, miglit fairly be suspected of

making no scruple to accept effectual assistance from the Great

King, and at once renouncing their alliance with the Athenians.

The Italian commentator supposes, that the orator expresses his

apprehensions only of the Lacedemonians, and that they are

particularly pointed out, as the men who have more confidence

in the Persian than in their own brethren; and who would sacri-

fice every consideration to the support of their wars with the

Greeks. The Phocians, he observes, could not possibly unite

with the Persians, on account of the former injuries they had

received from them, as well as of their invariable union with

Athens. But a view of the politics of Greece, and indeed of the

politics of all ages and nations, may convince us, that too much

stress is not to be laid on such an argument. Nor was there less

to fear from the confederates on the other side. They fought

w'ith an inveterate and implacable rancour; and all their efforts

were scarcely sutlicient to support the quarrel. Their strength

was continually wasting, and their treasures were quite ex-

hausted : the most favourable occasion for the Great King to

gain them to his purposes. The speaker indeed declares, in

another part of this oration, that the Thebans would not concur

with the Persian in any design confessedly formed against the

nation of Greece. Yet still they might, in their present cir-

cumstances, and in a cause which they affected to consider as

the cause of the nation, accept of his assistance. They actually

did accept of it in the course of this war.
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and incontcslible that the KING makes attempts

n^ainst them) will instantly unite, and express the

most ardent gratitude to those who arose before

them, who, with them, still stand faithfully and

bravely to repel these attempts. Hut while this is

yet uncertain, should you begin hostilities, 1 fear

we may be obliged to tight against an enemy re-

inforced by those very men for whose interests wc
were so forward to express our zeal. Yes ! he will

suspend his designs, (if he hath really designs

against the Greeks ;) his gold will be dispersed

liberally amongst them ; his promises of friendship

will be lavished upon them : while they, distressed

in their private wars, and attentive only to support

them, will disregard the general welfare of the

nation.

Into such confusion, into such weak measures,

let us not precipitate the state. With respect to

the KING, you cannot pursue the same counsels

with some others of the Greeks. Of these, many
might, without the charge of inconsistency, neglect

the rest of Greece, while engaged in the pursuit of

private interest. But of you it would be unworthy,

even though directly injured, to inflict so severe a
punishment on the guilty, as to abandon them to the

power of the barbarian.

Thus are we circumstanced : and let us then be

careful that we do not engage in this war upon un-

equal terms ; that he whom we suppose to enter-

tain designs against the Greeks, may not recom-
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mend himself to their confidence, so as to be deemed

their friend. And how shall these things be ef-

fected ? By giving public proof that the forces of

this state are well appointed, and complete for ac-

tion ; but that in this our procedure we are deter-

mined to adhere inviolably to justice.

Let the bold and hazardous, who arc vehement in

urging you to war, attend to this. It is not difficult,

when an assembly is convened, to acquire the re-

putation of courage : no ; nor, when dangers are

actually impending, to speak with an impassioned

boldness. But it is truly difficult, and it is our duty

in the time of danger, to support the character of

superior bravery ;
in our councils, to display the

same superiority of wisdom.

I, on my part, ye men of Athens ! think that a

war with the KING may prove dangerous
; in u

battle, the consequence of such a war, 1 see no

danger. And why ? Because wars of every kind

require many advantages, of naval force, of money,

and of places. Here he is superior to the state.

In a battle, nothing is so necessary to insure success

as valiant troops ; and of these, we and our confe-

derates can boast the greater number. For this

reason, I earnestly recommend to you, by no means

to be the first to enter on a war : but for an en-

gngement, I think you should be effectually pre-

pared. Were there one method of preparing to

oppose barbarians, and another for engaging with

Greeks, then we might expect, with reason, that any
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hostile intentions against the Persian must be at

once discovered. But as in every armament the

manner is the same, the general provisions equally

the same; whether our enemies are to be attacked,

or our allies to be protected, and our rights de-

fended ; why, when we have avowed enemies*,

should we seek for others ? Shall we not prepare

against the one, and be ready to oppose the other,

should he attempt to injure us Call now upon

the Greeks to unite with you.—But suppose ye

should not readily concur witli them in all their

measures, (as some are by no means favourably in-

clined to this state,) can it be imagined that they

will obey your summons ? Certainly ; for we
" shall convince them that the KING forms designs

against their interests, which they do not foresee."

—Ye powers ! is it possible, that you can be thus

persuaded ? Yes ; I know you are. But whatever

apprehensions you may raise, they must influence

these Greeks less forcibly than their disputes with

you and with each other ; and therefore the re-

monstrances of your ambassadors will but appear

like the tales of idle wanderers ^ If on the other

* The Boeotians, Thessalians, &c. were the avowed enemies of

Athens, in consequence of the attachment of this state to Phocis

;

and the king of Macedou, by bis invasions of their settlements

in Thrace, and other acts of hostility.

** In the original iftn oAa’

s

*PAYflAHZOY£IN eS wfiffSuf

wifitanif. It was urged by the speakers on the other side, that

ambassadors should be sent through Greece, to represent the

dangerous designs of the Persian, and to exhort the several

states to suspend their private animosities, and to unite with

the Athenians against the common enemy. The orator. Who is
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Iiand ye pursue the measures now proposed^ tlierc

is not a single state of Greece that will hesitate a
moment to come in, and to solicit your alliance,

when tliey see our thousand horse*, our infantry as

numerous as could be wished, our three hundred

endeavonring to represent the useless and ineffectual nature of

such a measure, compares these ambassadors to the ancient

rhapsodisls, or bards, whose lives were spent in travelling, and
amusing their entertainers with songs and poems. And this

similitude seems to arise not only from their repeating the same
declarations, but from the circumstance of going from city to

city, and exciting curiosity by their speeches, without any

other effect.

At hrst sight it may appear extraordinary that the orator

should speak in high terms ofsuch a body as one thousand horse.

Bui we must consider that Attica was a mountainous country, and

therefore unfit for breeding horses. In the infancy of the state,

when Athens was governed by kings, their cavalry amounted to

no more than ninety-six, each or twelfth part of a

tribe, furnishing two. But the number of such divisions was

then but forty-eight, as the tribes were originally but four. This

small body was at first an object of derision to the Persians, at

Marathon ; but afterwards proved formidable and dangerous.

After the defeat of the Persians, the city began to increase in

power, and was enabled to raise a body of three hundred horse

;

which, in the time of the Peloponnesian war, was augmented to

twelve hundred, (as we learn from Thucyd. B. II. and iEschines

na^aw.) This was the greatest body of cavalry the Athenians

ever possessed, which seems, by the distresses of the state, to

have been reduced to a tliousand in the time of Demosthenes,

as he mentions no greater number, though it was his business

rather to magnify their force, in this passage, than to extenuate

it. The Equestrian Order was a rank of dignity at Athens, as

among the Romans. But in latter times the citizens were

allowed to keep this rank, and to substitute others to serve in

their stead. LuccHBsiNi.
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ships; an armament which they must regard as

tJicir surest refuge and defence. Should you apply

for their assistance, you must appear as supplicants:

should they refuse it, you incur the shame of a re-

pulse. But if, while your forces arc completed, you

suspend your operations, the protection you then

grant to them must appear as the consequence of

their request : and, be assured, they will all fly to

you for this protection.

With these and the like reflections deeply im-

pressed upon my mind, I have not laboured to pre-

pare a bold, vain, tedious harangue. No, my fel-

low-citizens ! our preparations have been the sole

object of my thoughts, and the manner of conduct-

ing them with effect and expedition. Grant me
your attention ; and if n«y sentiments be approved,

confirm them by your voices.

It is then the first and most important part of

preparation, to possess your minds with due reso-

lution
;
so that every citizen, when called to action,

may exert himself with alacrity and zeal. You
know that in every instance, where, having first

resolved on your designs in concert, every single

member deemed it incumbent on him to labour

vigorously in tlie execution, you have never once

proved unsuccessful. But whenever we have first

decreed, and then each man hath turned his eyes

on others, fondly imagining that he himself need

not act, that his neighbour would do all ; our de-

signs have never once been executed.
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With these sentiments, and these vigorous reso-

lutions, I recommend that you should proceed to

the appointment of your Twexve Hundred; and
raise them to two thousand, by a further addition

of eight hundred. Thus, when all necessary de-

ductions arc made, of those who by their condition *

are excused from contributing, or by any circum-

stances are unable to contribute, still the original

number of twelve hundred will remain complete.

These 1 would have formed into twenty classes,

each consisting of sixty citizens, agreeably to the

present constitution. And it is my opinion, that, of

these classes, each should be divided into five parts,

consisting of twelve persons ; ever attending to a

just and eciual distribution of the richer with the

poorer. Thus should our citizens be arranged :—

-

the reason will appear, when the whole scheme of

the regulation hath been explained.

® Those who hy their condition, <?tc. These arc particularly

specified ill llie original, “ maiden heiresses;” o^(pa\uv,

orphans of the other sex;” “men appointed to

“ form a colony an?l kooii»v»kJk, “ men incorporated into cer-

tain societies, 'ivhich were exempted from contributing.’^

From whence it seems evident, that the duty and the honour of

composing the twelve liundred, who were to supply the exigen-

cies of the state, must have been annexed to certain families

;

and continued to them, when time and various circumstances

might have produced alterations of fortune in many. The in-

coriveuiencies which arose from hence were partly removed by

the avTi^bcriK, or exchanges of fortunes, (of which, see note on

Phil. I. p. 24.) and by allowing exemptions to persons in cer-

tain circumstances
:
yet both these expedients must have occa-

sioned delays, and retarded the business of the public. Hence

the orator recommends the appointment of the additional eight

hundred.



. :iia DEMOSTHENES’ [Orat. XI.

But our sliips ; how are they to be appointed ?

Let their whole number be fixejl to three hundred,

divided, by fifteenth parts, into twenty portions. Of
the first hundred, let five * such parts ; of the second

hundred, five parts ; and of the third hundred, five,

be appointed to each class. Thus shall a fifteenth

of the whole be allotted to every class : three ships

to each subdivision.

When these establishments arc made, I propose

as the revenue arising from our lands amounts to

* Of thefirst hundred, let jive, &c. It should seem from this

passage, that each century of the three hundred ships were to

be of a different rate and order, by this minute specification of

jive of thefirst hundred, Jive of the second, etc.

^ When, and in what manner, this estimate of the lands was

made, we learn from Polybius, lib. 2. whose words shall be

quoted immediately. That the barren lands of Attica should

produce such a revenue, [amounting, according to Arbuthnol’s

computation, to 1,102,500/.] seems wonderful; especially as

the lower ranks of citizens held their lands free from all

taxation. The soil of Athens itself is celebrated by Homer for

its fertility. But this is of little moment, when the barrenness

of the Attic territory in general is considered. But what saitli

Polybius ? Tif yuf vTTtp hoTi xa9’ a? KXtphi

fxtru ti( roi> vpoq Aaui^aiiAOHH; TroXtfAOP, nal

ptvpitff fxiv lifiTifAVov ixarov TfojpiK, iVt Tort

rvf rai rop tlf ^opa^, iTtpcig*

aafjo rif ti xa* rir aw»crct9, xat Taj otxiaj, ofjioluf

KUt 7V19 Xonriir tatap, o^u<i rh avfAwap xiptijpta rijj a^laj tPtMTrt

ruf xal w’aTxioyra raXai^TOK J
“ What IlistO*

“ rian hath not informed us, that the Athenians, at the time

when they engaged in war, on the part of Thebes, against

the Lacedemonians, sent ten thousand men to the field, and

manned a hundred ships ; that the Athenians, I say, in order

<< to make a just estimate of the subsidy they might properly

grant for this war, then proceeded to a general valuation of

** their lands of the whole territory ofAttica, their bouses, and



ORATIONS. 319Orat. XI.]

six tliousantl talents, that, iii order to have our funds

duly regulated, this sum may be divided into a

hundred parts, of sixty talents each : lliat five of

these parts may be assigned to each of the twenty

great classes ; which may thus give severally to each

of their divisions a single part of sixty talents *. So

“ all tlicir cflects. Ami yel the whole valuation fell short of
“ six (housaiid talents, by two hundred and fifty?” Which agrees

pretty exactly with this passage of Demosthenes. Lucca esini.

® One hundred ships seem to have been the ordinary marine

establishnient at Athens; and to this the ordinary revenue seems

to have been proportioned. When it was necessary to fit out an

extraordinary number, the additional charge was answered by an

extraordinary taxation on the richer members of the state. The
passage before us is indeed concisely expressed, as became a

speaker who addressed himself to persons to whom the least

hint was sufiicient. But the full meaning of it I take to be this

:

“If we have occasion but for a hundred ships, the charge of
“ furnishing each may be divided among twelve trierarchs, who
“ are to be supplied, for the expense of this and other prepa-

“ rations, with sixty talents. If for two hundred, these twelve

“ trierarchs must provide two ships ; if for three hundred, three.

“In every case the revenues of the state arc to be equally

“ divided amongst tlicm. But the greater the force required,

“ the greater must be the burden on the trierarchs, who are to

“ be taxed for the additional expense, if any such may be re-

“ qiiired, for fitting out the fleet, and completing the other

“ parts of the intended armament.'' This latter part, indeed,

is not expressed or insinuated ;
but I take it to be understood.

But if iiiy explanation should not be entirely consonant to the

sentiments of the learned reader, who may have the curiosity

to examine this part of the oration with accuracy, I must endea-

vour to screen myself from the severity of his censure, by sub-

scribing to the following ingenuous declaration of Wolfius :

“ Whatever is here said of fleets, stores, armaments, and sup-

“ plies, must, to us, who never saw a fleet or war, and never

“ were conversant in aflfairs of state, be attended with coiisi-

‘‘ derable obscurity."
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that, if we should have occasion for a hundred

ships, sixty talents may he granted to each, and

twelve trierarchs ; if for two hundred, there may

be thirty talents assigned, and six trierarchs to each ;

if for three hundred, twenty talents may he supplied

for each, and four trierarchs.

In like manner, my fellow-citizens ! upon a due

estimate of the stores necessary for our ships, I pro-

pose that, agreeably to the present scheme, they

should be divided into twenty parts ; that one good

and effectual part should be assigned to each of the

great classes, to be distributed among the small di-

visions in the just proportion. Let the twelve, in

every such division, demand their respective shares ;

and let them have those shi))s, which it is their lot

to provide, thoroughly and expeditiously equipp^'d.

Thus may our supplies, our ships, our trierarchs,

our stores, be best provided and supplied,——Ami
now 1 am to lay before you a plain and easy method

of completing this scheiue.

I say, then, that your generals should proceed to

mark out ten dock-yards, as contiguous as may Ix'

to each other, and capable of containing thirty ves-

sels each. When this is done, they should assign

two classes, and thirty ships to each of these docks.

Among these, also, they should divide the tribes and

the respective trierarchs ; so that two classes, thirty

ships, and one tribe, may be assigned to each. Let

then each tribe divide its allotted station into three

parts, and the ships in like manner. Let these
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third parts be distributed by lot. Thus shall one

tribe preside over one entire division of your ship-

ping
; and eacli third of a tribe take care of one

third of such division
;

and thus shall you know,

at all times, first where each tribe is stationed; then,

where each third ; then, who are the trierarchs ;

and lastly the number of your ships. Let affairs be

once set in motion after this manner : and, if any

thing hath been omitted (as it is by no means easy

to provide accurately for every circumstance), the

execution will itself discover it. And thus may your

whole marine, and all its several parts, be uniformly

and exactly regulated.

And now, as to money, as to any immediate sup-

plies : sensible, as I am, that the opinion I am now
to declare must appear extraordinary, yet I will de-

clare it ; for I trust that, when duly weighed, it will

be found the only one which reason can recom-

mend ; and which must be approved by the event.

I say then, that at this lime we should not speak

at all of money : we have a fund, if occasions call

for it ; a great, an honourable, and an equitable

fund. Should you attempt to raise it now, far from

succeeding in such an attempt, you could not de-

pend on gaining it when really wanted. But, sus-

pend your inquiries, and you will secure it. What
fund is this, which now hath no being, yet will be

found hereafter This appears a kind of mystery ;

but I shall explain it. Cast your eyes round through

all this city. Within these walls, Athenians ! there

are treasures, 1 had almost said equal to those of all

VOL. 1. Y
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other states. But such is the disposition of their

possessors, that if all our speakers were to arise

with the most alarming declarations. “ That the
^ KING was marching against us ; that he was at

“ our g^tes ; that the danger did not admit of any

“ possibility of doubt If, with these speakers, as

many ministers of heaven were to arise, and pro-

nounce the same declarations as the warning of the

gods ; so far would these men be from contribut-

ing, that they would not even discover their riches

;

they would not acknowledge the possession of

them. But should it once appear, that all those

dangers, denounced with so much terror, were really

and in fact impending ; where is the wretch that

would not give freely, that would not urge to be

admitted to contribute ? For, who would choose to

abandon his life and fortune to the fury of an enemy,

rather than give up a small portion of his abun-

dance, for the safety of himself, and all the rest of

bis possessions ? Thus shall we find treasures, when

occasions really demand them, but not till then.

Let us not therefore inquire for them now. Sup-

pose that we were now strictly to exact the subsi-

dies from all our citizens ; the utmost we should

raise would be more contemptible than none.

Imagine the experiment made
; it is proposed to

exact an hundredth part of the revenue arising from

our lands. Well then ; this makes just sixty talents.

“ Nay, but we will raise a fiftieth part.” This

doubles the sum : we have then one hundred and

twenty talents. But what is this, to those hundreds,

or those thousands of camels, which they assure us
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are employed to carry the KING’S money? But
suppose it were agreed to raise a twelfth part,

amounting’ to five hundred talents. This, in the first

place, would be too great a burden
; and, if imposed,

still the fund produced would be insufficient for the

war. Let then all our other preparations be com-
pleted ; but, as to money, let the possessors keep it ;

and never can they keep it for a nobler public service.

When their country calls for it, then shall they freely

and zealously contribute.

This, my fellow-citizens ! is a practicable

scheme ; a scheme hig’hly honourable and advan-

tageous, worthy of this state to be reported to the

KING, and which must strike him with no small

terror. He knows, that by three hundred vessels

of which one hundred only were supplied by us,

his ancestors lost a thousand ships. He will hear,

that now we have, ourselves, equipped three hun-

dred. He cannot, then, if he hath not lost all rea-

son, he cannot deem it a trivial matter to make this

state his enemy. If, from a dependence on his

treasures, he is tempted to entertain proud thoughts,

he will find this but a vain dependence, when com-

pared with your resources. ” They tell us, he is

* Whoever consults Herodotus will hud, that Demosthenes is

hy no means exact in his account either of the Athenian or Per-

sian fleets ;
but vve are not to expect historical precision from

the orator. His representations are suited to delight and ani-

mate his liearers
; and probably his success was too great to*give

them leisure to attend to any inaccuracy on his account.

** It is just now, the orator hath represented the wealtli of

y2
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coming with heaps ofgold ; bnt vviien these are once

dispersed, he will look for new supplies. Not the

richest streams, not the deepest sources, but must, at

length, be totally exhausted, when we copiously and

constantly drain away their waters. But we, he will

be told, have a perpetual resource in our lauds; a

fund of six thousand talents. And with what spirit

we defend these latids ag'ainst invaders, his ancestors,

who fought at Marathon, could best inform him.

Let us continue to conquer, and our treasures cannot

ever fail.

Nor yet do 1 think their errors justly founded,

who apprehend, that he may employ his gold in

raising a large army of mercenaries. I do indeed

believe, that in an expedition against Egypt, against

Orontes *, or any other barbarians, there are many of

AlUiilis as contemptibk, that of Persia as magnificent and great.

Now, on the contrary, the resources of Persia arc neither solwl

nor permanent; the riches of Atliens great and inexhaustible.

Various are the instances of this artifice in Demosthenes ; which

the judicious reader cannot fail to observe without the direction

of the annotator.
^

* Two of this name are mentioned in history. The first was

put to death by the younger Cyrus, on account of a conspiracy.

The other, whom Demosthenes points out, was a satrap of Mysia,

and served in the army which Artaxerxes sent against Cyprus,

under the command ofTeribazus. On this occasion he attempted

to ruin the reputation of his general, was detected and disgraced

;

and, in revenge, joined with the rebels of Egypt, Caria, and

Phrygia, and headed the army they had raised against the King.

But, in hopes of recovering his credit at the Persian court, and

of gaining the command of some maritime towns, he betrayed

the forces^ &c. of the rebels into the hands of the King’s lieu*



Orat. XI.] ORATIONS, 325

the Greeks that would gladly receive his pay : not

from any zeal for aggrandizing him ; but each in

order to obtain such a supply, as might relieve their

present necessities. Hut I never can persuade my-

self, that any one Greek would assist him to conquer

Greece. Whither should he turn after such an event ?

Would he go and be a slave in Phrygia .? He *

must know, that, when we take up arms agiiinst the

Barbarian, ^ve take them up for our country, for our

lives, for our customs, for our liberty, and all

such sacred rights. Who then could be so base as

to sacrifice l)imself, his parents, the sepulchres of his

ancestors, his country, to a trifling pittance? Surely,

no man

!

Nor is it the interest of the Persian, that his mer-

cenaries should subdue the Greeks ; for they who can

conquer us, must first prove superior to him. And
it is by no means his scheme, by destroying us, to

lose his own empire. His wishes are to command
all ; if this cannot be obtained, at least he would

secure his power over his own slaves.

If then it be imagined, that the Thebans will

tenants. History speaks no farther of this Oroiites. But, as in

this year, the eighth from the time of his revolt, Demostlienes

mentions him as an enemy to the Persian, we may conjecture,

that his last services had been disregarded, and that he had

again'taken up arms. Lucchesini.

* I cannot persuade myself that there is occasion to point out

to the reader the forceand pertinency of this argument, although

it be elliptically expressed. To be assured of the true signifi-
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uiiile with him ;
—

“ it is a hard part to speak of

Thebes in this assembly ;
for, such is your aversion

to this people, that you will not hear the voice of

truth itself, if it seems at all to favour them. How-

ever, it is the duty of those who debate on great af-

fairs, by no means, and on no pretence whatever, to

suppress any argument which may prove of use.

—

I say, then, that so far are the Thebans from ever,

at any time, uniting with the KING against the

Greeks, that they would freely give the greatest

treasures, were they possessed of them, to purchase

a fair occasion of atoning for their ancient errors

with respect to Greece. But, let the Thebans be

ever so unhaj)pily disposed, still we must all be sen-

sible, that, if they unite with him, their enemies

must necessarily unite with the Greeks. And I

trust that the cause of justice, and the friends to

this cause, will ever prove superior to traitors, and

to all the force of the Barbarian. Let us not then

cation of the phrase Tot we need but cast our eyes

to a sentence a little farther on, U fxh yt ruiy nPOi; laviu

'TT^cyowii from tht tears waged against his ancestors,

a The history of both nations accounts for the detestation with

which the Athenians arc supposed to hear the name of the The-

bans : and perhaps it were impossible, that two nations, so dif-

ferent in t^enius and manners, ever should entertain any senti-

ments of friendship and esteem for each other. Our orator, how-

ever, was far superior to national prejudices. He considered,

without partiality, the real interests of his country, whose welfare

should he a statesman’s passion. Yet, his regard for the people of

Thebes was numbered, by i^schine.s, among his crimes.—The

error which, he says, they would, if possible, redeem, was their

Joining with Xerxes in his invasion of Greece, Francis.
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yield to tlicse extravagant alarms ; nor rashly brave

all consequences, by being first to take up arms.

Nor do I think that any other of the Grecian slates

should look upon this war with terror. Is there a
man among them, who is not sensible, that*, while

they regarded the Persian as their common enemy,
and maintained a firm union with each other, their

fortune was completely happy : but when, by a

fatal reliance on his friendship, they were betrayed

into contests and dissensions among themselves,

their calamities were so great, as to exceed all the

imprecations which the most inveterate malice could

invent ? And shall that man, whom fortune, whom
heaven itself pronounces, as a friend, unprofitable

;

as an enemy, of advantage ;—shall he, I say, be

feared ? By no means. Yet, let us have the due

regard to ourselves
;
let us have the due attention to

the disorders and suspicions of the rest of Greece ;

and let us not incur the charge of injustice. Could

we, indeed, with all the Greeks united firmly on
our side, attack him single and unsupported, 1 would

not then suppose that you could be charged with

injustice. But, as this is not to be expected, let us

be cautious : let us afibrd him no pretence of ap-

* The well-known and great events described in the history

of Greece, confirm these observations of the orator fully, with

respect to all the Grecian states. Yet we may concur with the

Italian commentator in supposing, that they had the Lacede-

monians particularly in view ; to whom they arc, indeed, emi-

nently applicable.
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pearmg' to assert the rights of the other Greeks. If

we continue quiet, his applications to them will be

suspicious : if we are the first to take up arms, he

will seem justified by our hostilities, in his attempts

to jgain their friendship.

Do not then discover to the world the melan-

choly state of Greece, by inviting- those to an alli-

ance, whom you cannot gain ; and by engaging- in

a war, wliich you cannot support. 13e quiet, he

resolute, he pre|)ared. Let not the emissaries of

Persia report to their King, tliat Greece and Athens

are distracted in their councils, are confounded hy

their fears, are torn hy dissensions. No : let them

rather tell him, that, if it were not equally shame-

ful, for the Greeks to violate their honour and their

oaths, as it is to him matter of triumph, they would

have long since marched against him
;
and that, if

you do not march, you arc restrained solely by a

regard to your own dignity ; that it is your prayer

to all the gods, that he may be seized with the in-

fatuation, which once possessed his ancestors; and

then, he would find no defect of vigour in your

measures. He knows, that by our wars with his

ancestors, this state became happy and powerful ;

that, by our peaceful demeanour before these wars,

we acquired a superiority over the other Grecian

states, never more observable than at present. He
knows, that the alfairs of Greece require some

power to be cither voluntarily or accidentally the

instrument of a general peace
;
he knows, that he

himself must prove that instrument, if he once at-
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tempts to raise a war
;
and therefore, these informa-

tions will have their due weight and credit.

That I may !\ot longer abuse your patience, 1

shall repeat the sum of my advice, and then de-

scend.

You should prepare your force against your pre-

sent enemies
;

you should use this force against the

KING, against any power that may attempt to injure

you. Hut never be the first to break through the

bounds of justice, either in council or in action.

You should be solicitous, not that our speeches, but

that our conduct may be worthy of our illustrious

descent. Act thus, and you will serve not your-

selves only, but the men who oppose these measures:

for they will not feel your resentment hereafter, if

they be not sutfered to mislead you now

“ Whal effect this oration had on the people, we may learn

from a passage in llic oration for (he llhodiaiis
;
of which the

following is a translation :
“ There are some among you who

** may renieniber, that at the time when the affairs of Persia

** were the subject of our consultations, I was the first, the

“ only, or almost the only one, to recommend it as the wisest

“ measure, not to assign your enmity to the King, as the motive

“ of your armament ; to make your preparations against your

“ avowed adversaries, but to employ them even against him,

** should he attempt to injure you. Nor did I urge these

“ things without your full concurrence: they were received

“ with applause.’^

KND OF THE ORATION ON THE CLASSES.
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INTRODUCTION.

In order to prepare the reader for the perusal

of the following' oration, it is necessary to recall

to his view some of the late important transac-

tions in Greece. Me is not to he informed of

the flourishing; condition of Sparta, after the

famous Peloponnesian war ; the immoderate am-

bition of that state, and the war in which the

Spartans were consequently involved with Thebes.

The conduct and vigour of Epaminondas, the

Theban, proved fatal to Sparta, and the battle

of Leuctra put an end to the tyrannical dominion

which this state had long exercised in Pelopon-

nesus,

Immediately after this battle, several of the

Peloponnesian states revolted from the Lacede-

monians. The Messcnians, their ancient rivals,

were restored to their original settlement, by the

Theban arms, after many ages of dispersion.

The Arcadians and Argives asserted their inde-

pendency, and, assisted by the Thebans, took up

arms against their former sovereigns. The Spar-
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tans now seemed on the point of having their

ruin completed ; they were reduced to fortify their

city, whose defenceless condition had been so Jong

their boast ; they armed six hundred of their slaves,

and sent a deputation to Athen.s, humbly to solicit

the assistance of their old rivals, in this their state,

of extremity.

The Athenians, who began to conceive a

jealousy of the rising power of Thebes, readily

consented to Join with the Lacedemonians.

Iphicrates was sent, with twelve thousand men,

to their relief; and, upon advice received, that

Epaminondas was marching against Lacedemon.

at the head of the Thebans, Argives, and Arca-

dians, Chabrias was dispatched, with another

reinforcement, to join the Spartans and their

confederates.

It is not to the present purpose to mention

particularly the several events in the course of

this war. It is only necessary to observe, that

the Arcadians, in order the belter to secure that

liberty for which they now contended, deter-

mined to collect all their force into one body,

brought the detached settlements of their coun-

trymen to an union ; and (ixed their common

residence in a city, built by the advice and as-

sistance of Epaminondas, (if we may believe Pau-

sanias,) and called Megalopolis, or the GREAT
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CITY. This was one considerable barrier against

tlie Lacedemonian power in Peloponnesus ; which

still subsisted, together with the other equitable

regulations of Epainiiiondas, for securing the li-

berty of the Peloponnesians.

These were considered, by the Lacedemo-

nians, as so many memorials of their disgrace.

And the least respite from the calamities of

an unsuccessful war, was sufficient to inspire

them with an earnest desire of recovering* their

ancient power and superiority. Greece was now
harassed by the sacred war. Several cities of

inferior note had changed their masters, in the

course of this quarrel. The re-establishment of

peace, and a settlement of the whole nation of

Greece, were universally urged as objects highly

worthy of the general attention. And now,

Archidamus, the king of Sparta, a subtle and

designing prince, proposed a plan for this purpose,

in appearance advantageous to the whole body, but,

in effect, only calculated to restore the superiority

of Sparta. He proposed, that, in order to restore

the general tranquillity, the several cities should be

re-established in the same condition as before the

late wars.

This was a scheme which promised .some ad-

vantage to all the leading states. Oropus, a city

on the confines of Boeotia, once commanded by
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the Athenians, and still claimed as their right,

but now possessed by the Thebans, must have

returned to its ancient masters. Thespia and

Platasa, two eminent cities in Bceotia, that had

felt the jealousy and revenge of Thebes, and now

lay subverted and depopulated, were, by the same

plan, to be restored and fortified. The Phocians

were to give up two important acejuisitions.

gained in the course of the sacred war ; the

cities of Orchomenus and Coronma. But these

and the other Boeotians cities, were only to ac-

knowledge Thebes, as the principal and leading-

city, in Boeotia, without any absolute submission

or dependence, and without any obedience to

that jurisdiction which the Thebans claimed and

had exercised over them. On the other hand,

Peloponnesus was to be reduced to its former

state of dependence ; the cities of Messene and

Megalopolis were to be destroyed, and their in-

habitants dispersed ;
so as to restore the Spartans

to the power of resuming that tyrannical domi-

nion, which they had formerly exercised over their

neighbours.

Archidamus began with endeavouring to re-

gain that authority in Peloponnesus, to which

the Spartans aspired. A dispute was soon raised

between Sparta and Argos, about the boundaries

of their dominions. And the king of Sparta^ hav-

ing in vain attempted to succeed, by practising
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secretly with Nicostratus, the principal citizen of

ArgoSj determined to have recourse to arms.

The people of Megalopolis were equally con-

cerned in this quarrel. A war was on the point of

breaking out in Peloponnesus
; each side was assi-

duous to gain over the other states of Greece. And
on this occasion both the Megalopolitans and Lace-

demonians sent their ambassadors to Athens
;
the

one to solicit for assistance and support, the other

to prevail on the Athenians to continue neuter.

On this occasion was the assembly convened, in

which the following oration was delivered. Each

state had its partisans in this assembly^ and the

speakers, on both sides, seem to have delivered their

sentiments with the utmost heat and animosity.

The orators who opposed the demands of Megalo-

polis, urged the connexions of Athens with the La-

cedemonians, in the Theban war, and the dishonour

and inconsistency of arming against their old fel-

low-soldiers. They represented the old attachment

of the Megalopolitans to Thebes, in tbe most odious

and suspicious colours ; and declared, that by sup-

porting them and depressing Lacedemon, they

would in effect render the Theban power highly

formidable, if not irresistible ; nor did they forget

to urge, that by acquiescing in the attempts of

Lacedemon to re-establish its power in Pelopon-

nesus, they themselves would be entitled to the as-

VOL. I. z
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sistancc of that state, in order to recover the do-

minions which had been wrested from tliem.

Through this whole debate, tlic Athenians seem to

have been entirely influenced by motives of policy

and convenience. And the reader will find these

urged by Demosthenes, with the utmost address

and artifice, in favour of the people of Megalopolis,

in the following- oration.

That this oration was pronounced in the archon-

sbip of Theodemns, or Eudemus, we are informed

by Dionysius of Halicarnassus (in Epist. ad. Am-

nia?.) And this Eudemus was archon, according-

to Diodoru.Sj in the fourth year of the hundred and

sixth Olympiad. In the beginning- of the next

year the Lacedemonians made their irruption into

Arcadia. So that it is probable, that the ambassa-

dors were received at Athens about the latter end

of the year, (t. e. a little before the summer solstice,)

when the Lacedemonians were just preparing to

take the field, and the Arcadians threatened with

immediate danger.
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M E GALO P O L ITAN S.

Eudemo Archon.—Ol^inpmd.*^06, An. 4.

The speakers on both sides seem to me, ye men
of Athens ! equally to blame : the partisans of the

Arcadians^ and the advocates for JLacedemon. Like

the deputies of these communities^ not like your

citizens, to whom tlicir deputations arc addressed,

they excuse, they inveigh against each other*.

This, I say, is to act like deputies ; but to speak

with a true patriot spirit, to attend entirely to the

Tills heat and acrimony did not always proceed from con-

viction and zcid for the public interest. Every city, or com-

munity, that solicited any matter in the Athenian assembly,,

first took care to secure managers and advocates among the

popular speakers. If the interposition of these pleaders proved

successful, they were sometimes rewarded with a statue erected

in the city, whose interest they had supported ; sometimes,

and indeed more frequently, with a sum of money. Agree-

ments were formally made, and, in some cases, securities given

for the payment of this fee. In the oration of iEschines against

Ctesiphon, we have one instance of a transaction of this

rF O
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interest of the state, free from all factious principles

;

these are their duties, who assume the character of

our counsellors. But now, were not their persons

known, did they not speak our language, 1 should

have taken many of them for two distinct people,

the one of Arcadia, the other of Lacedemon.

How hazardous a part it is to urge your real in-

terests, is to me apparent ; for in this violence of

opposition, where you are all alike deceived, as

well the favourers of this, as the supporters of the

opposite opinion, should a man attempt to point

out the just mean between them, and should you

prove impatiei^t of direction, he would gratify nei-

ther party ; ..he would be calumniated by both.

Yet still, I freely choose, if such must be my fate,

rather to be thought weakly impertinent, .than to

suffer any men to mislead you from what 1 deem

most advantageous to the state. There are other

points, of which, if 1 have your permission, I shall

hereafter speak. 1 now proceed, from principles

acknowledged equally by all, to deduce such truths

as 1 think of greatest moment.

There is not a man * who can deny, that it is for

nature, between the city of Oreum and Demosthenes himself

;

where the stipulation was so notorious as to appear upon the pub-

lic records of this city ; and so firm and binding, as to oblige the

people of Oreum, in a time of their distress, to mortgage their

revenues to the orator, as a security for the sum agreed ou ; aiid

to pay interest, monthly, until the principal could be discharged.

• There is not a man^ Upon this principle it is, that the
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the interest of Athens, tliat both tlie Lacedemonians,

and the Thebans also, should be weak. But, such

is the present state of things, (if any conjecture may
be formed from the discourses we so often bear,)

that, if Orchomenus*, and Thespia, and Platsea, be

orator founds all his reasoning. The wars, which these three

loading states carried on against each other, were either for ac-

quiring, or supporting, or recovering, the sovereignty in Greece.

A passion for this pre-eminence constituted the principal part

of national virtue and merit. They talked, indeed, of the in-

terest of the whole body of Greece, of an extensive regard and

affection to this body, and of the necessity of a just balance of

power. Yet in these days of degeneracy, at least, the duty of

aggrandizing their own comroimity was frequently made the

great law of the morality of statesmen. And this contri-

buted no loss to the final ruin of the Grecian states, than their

luxury and corruption, ** Graeci'<c civitates dum imperare

“ singular cupiunt, imperium omnes perdiderunt,” saith Justin.

A strict union with each other was necessary, even to the being

and support of each. But for extensive dominion, the consti.

tution and circumstances even of the most eminent of their

coininunities were by no means calculated,

» Tlierc were two cities in Greece of this n irac, the one in

Arcadia, the other, of which the orator here speaks, in Bceotia,

ail ancient and illustrious city, to which Thebes was tributary,

in the heroic times, until Hercules enabled it to assert its inde-

pendence, After the battle of Leuctra, the Hiebans determined

to reduce this rival city to their obedience, but were restrained

by the moderation of Epaminondas, who prevailed on his

countrymen to admit the people of Orchomenus to their alli-

ance, instead of reducing them to slavery. However, after the

battle of Mantinaca, in which this general fell, the Thebans

found a pretence for executing their former severe purposes

against Orchomenus. Three hundred Orchomenian cavalry

had joined with certain Theban exiles, in a conspiracy to over-

turn the aristocratical tonstitution of Thebes; and were be-
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repcopled, the Thebans must be weak
; that the

Lacedemonians, if Arcadia » be reduced to their

obedience, and tlie great citv be possessed by

them, must once more become powerful. We arc

therefore to be careful not to suffer these to be

great and formidable, before the others are reduced;

nor to betray ourselves into greater inconveniences

by the strengtii of Lacedetnon, than can possibly be

compensated by the weakness of Thebes. Not that

trayed by those whom they had agreed to assist. The Thebans,

not contented with confining their vengeance to the guilty,

seized the city of Orcbomenus, put the citizens to the sword,

and made slaves of their wives and children. Lucchesini.

Of Thespia and PIata?a, the reader will find some short ac-

count, in tlic note, p. 105. on the oration on the Peace. The

vicinity of these three cities to Thebes, and tlieir hatred to the

Thebans, inspired by the remembrance of injuries never to he

forgotten, sufticieiitly explain the asvsertion of Demosthenes,

a The subversion of the Lacedemonian power, seems to have

been not so much the effect of the defeat at Lcuctra, as of the

ie\oIt of their allies in Peloponnesus, and particularly of thi!

Arcadians. It was not ditlicult for a warlike nation to have

re-asseinbled and reinforced its troops, after such an engage-

ment. Nor could the Thebans have ventured to pursue iheir

victory so far, as even to threaten Sparta with slavery, unless

they had been assisted by the Arcadians. Hence, both the

Thebans and Athenians ever courted the alliance of the Pelo-

ponnesians, and cultivated their friendship with the greatest

assiduity. And hence the orator is justly warranted to ob-

serve, that the power of Lacedcinon must rise to a formidable

pitch, by the reduction of the Arcadians, who, by the extent

of their territory and !he strength of their towns, were, next to

Sparta, evidently the most considerable of the Peloponnesian

states. Lucchesini,
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we assert, that it is more eligible to have the Lace*

demonians our enemies than the Thebans. This is

not the point we would support : but that neither

of them sliould have the power of injuring us in

any instance; for thus only can our fears be re-

moved, and our security e.stablished.

But it will be said, “ Yes ! this is indeed a point

“ of utmost moment: yet it is grievous to make
“ those our allies, against whom we fought at

“ Mantiiuea
; to unite with them ag-ainst the very

“ men with vvlioin we then shared the dangers of
“ the field.” Grievous, 1 confess, it is : but let

such delicacy gain some attention among others,

l.et the parties once agree to live in peace, and vve

shall not, we need not, send support to the Mega-
lopolitans : our swords shall not then be drawn

against our old fellow-soldiers. One party (as they

profess) are already in alliance with us, the other

arc now soliciting our alliance : what have we far-

ther to desire.? But what if justice should be vio-

lated .? if war should be resolved on ?

If it be the sole object of debate, whether we

should give up the gukat city to the dominion

of Lacedemon, or no ;
let us give it up : I do not

contend against it, though it be not just : let us not

arn» against those who once shared with us the dan-

gers of the field. But as vve are all convinced, that,

if once masters of this city, they will insUintly attack

Messene ;
let any one of those, who have been so

severe on the Megalopolitans, arise and say, what
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conduct lie would recommend to us on such an emer-

gency. They are silent. But you are not to be

informed, that whether they should urge us or dis-

suade us, we should be obliged to send succours,

both by those sacred oaths which engage us

toMessene*, and by our interest, which requires

that this city should subsist. Consider, therefore,

with yourselves, which would be the noblest and

most benevolent procedure, to begin your oppo-

sition to the encroachments of Lacedemon, by

the defence of the Mogalopolitans, or that of the

Messenians. In the one case, you will appear at-

tentive only to the safety of llie Arcadians, and to

the solid establishment of that tranquillity, for

wbicli you have exposed yourselves to the dangers

and the toils of war. In the other, all mankind

must see, that in defending Messene, you act, not

so much from principles of equity, as from your

fears of Lacedemon. Our designs and actions

should be just
; but we should be careful that, at the

same time, they may also prove conducive to our

interest \

*The Lacedemonians, mortified and incensed at the rc-esta-

blishmeiit of Messene, refused to inculde this sUite in the general

peace which was made after the battle ofMantina:a; and when

the Thebans were once involved in tlic Phocian war, determined

to seize the opportunity of oppressing those Peloponnesians who
had united with their rivals. Hostilities were declared against

the Messenians: this people applied for succour to the Atheni-

ans, who engaged to defend them against invasions, though they

refused to assist them in any offensive measures. This seems

to have been the engagement to which the orator refers.

^ The reasoning in this passage may possibly deserve to be
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It is urged, by those who have spoken on the

pther side, that we should endeavour to regain

Oropus. But, should we now make those our ene-

mies, who would assist us in this design, we must

forfeit all hopes of their assistance. It is my opi-

nion, too, that we should attempt to regain Oropus.

But, that Lacedemon will now become our enemy,

if we unite with tliose Arcadians who sue for our

alliance
; they, of all men, never should assert *, who

opened and illustrated somewhat farther than can be done by a

simple detail of historical facts. It is one of the numberless in-

stances of our orator’s accommodating his style and manner of

address to the quickness and liveliness of his countrymen; and

complimenting their understandings, by leaving something to be

supplied by them. The purport of his argument seems to be

this :
** Sooner or later we must oppose the attempts of Lace-

** demon, to extend our sovereignty. Our own interest requires

it, as well as our regard to equity, and the general interest of

Greece. To both wc owe the due attention, and it should be

our care to make them coincide: while the Arcadians are

“ supported, the Lacedemonians cannot be supposed sufficiently

“ powerful to become an object of terror: our interposition,

“ therefore, in favour of the Arcadians, will be regarded as the
** pure effect of public spirit. But, if the Lacedemonians be

“ first suffered to reduce Arcadia, and the Athenians then begin

** to oppose their farther progress, the motives of equity and

public spirit may, indeed, still be pleaded, but those of self-

interest must necessarily be supposed to have had the greater

influence.’'

* They, of all men, never should, Arc. Because these men then

reasoned from thcnecessity of preserving a due balance of power,

and preventing any one state from becoming formidable. The

resentment of the party to be opposed, they then considered as

of no weight against so cogent an argument. The same argument

was now urged, with equal force and propriety, in favour of the
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persuaded us to support the Lacedemonians in the

time of their distress. For, when the whole body

of the Peloponnesians was ready to unite wkh us ;

when they called on us to lead them against the

Lacedemonians, the very men, who now urge thi.s

objection, persuaded you to reject their overtures *,

(which forced them to apply to Thebes, then their

sole resource,) and to expend your treasures, and

endanger your persons, in defence of Lacedemon.

—

Surely, you could not have acted with such spirit, to

save this people, had you been fairly told, that, when

Arcadians. They could not, tlierefore, urge an o}>jcction now,

which, in a case exactly parallel, they had allected to despise.

* The history of this fact, as described by Xenophon, does not

exactly agree witli this passage, unless supplied and illustrated

by the narration of Diodorus. After the battle of Leuctra, the

Athenians offered liberty to all the states of Peloponnesus. The

]Mantina.‘ans, thus encouraged, determined to fortify their city,

but were opposed by the Lacedemonians, who first remonstrated

by their deputies, and then took up arms. Many of the Arcadi-

ans themselves refused to give up tlieir authority over some of

their dependent cities. This produced a war between the La-

cedemonians, Tegeans, and their allies, on one part; and the

Mantinseans, and the principal Arcadian states, on the other*

The Mantinicaiis and Arcadians were victorious: ** Yet still,*^

saith Diodorus, (lib. 15. an. 4. Olym. 102.) “ they dreaded the

weight of Sparta, and could not venture, by themselves, to

carry on the war. They, therefore, gained over the Argians

and Elcans, and sent an embassy to the Athenians, inviting

them to unite in the confederacy against the Spartans. But, as

they could gain no attention at Athens, they had recourse to

the Thebans, and prevailed on them to Join in a league against

Lacedemon.’' This extract from Diodorus throws sufficient

light on the present passage. Lucchesini.
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once saved, no restraint must be prescribed to their

desires, no bounds to their injustice; else they would

retain no sense of that safety which we gave them.

Let it then be supposed, that our forming an alli-

ance with the Arcadians be ever so repugnant to

tlie views of the Lacedemonians : still, that grati-

tude vvliich tliey owe to this state for their preser-

vation, at a time when they were threatened with ,

the utmost dangers, should far outweigh any re-

sentment they may conceive, from our opposing

llioir injustice. And can they then deny us their

assistance to reg’ain Oropus ? This would prove them

the most abandoned of mankind. No ! by the gods,

1 cannot suspect them of such baseness !

1 hear it also urged, and an* surprised at the

objection, tliat, by this alliance with the Arcadians,

and by the measures now proposed, the state must

contradict its former conduct, and thus lose its cre-

dit. To me, Athenians ! the very contrary seems

manifest. And why ? Because it cannot be denied,

that, in defending the Lacedemonians, in granting

the like defence to Thebes, in former times, and,

lately, in saving the Euboeans", and then admitting

them to an alliance, we have uniformly pursued

one and the same design.—And, what is this ? The

protection of the injured.—And, if this be so, the

charge of inconsistency must be urged, not against

* In savins: the Eubtcans. At the time when tlic Thehans

had gained possession of a part of the island, witli an intent of

tiestroying the Athenian power in Eubcea, See note ^ p. 10,

on Phil, I.
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us, but those who refuse to adhere tojustice. Affairs

have changed, by means of those whose ambition is

unbounded. This state hath not changed.

It appears to me, that the Lacedemonians are

now acting a subtle and insidious part. They say,

that the Eleans * ought to have a portion of Tri-

phylia ;
the Phliasians, Tricaranus ; some otliers of

the Arcadians, the territories which are theirs ; and

we, Oropus. Not that they wish to see eacli of us

in possession of our rightful dominions. Far from

it ! Such public-spirited sentiments arc new to

them. They but affect this zeal for the support of

all in tlie recovery of their several interests ; that,

when they themselves march ag-ainst Messenc, all

may arm in their cause, and cheerfully join with

them ; or else appear to act unjustly, who had their

concurrence in regaining their particular claims;

and yet refuse to grant them the like returns of

friendship. It is my opinion, in the first place,

that, without subjecting any part of Arcadia to the

power of the Lacedemonians, Athens will regain

Oropus ; that these people will themselves support

* That the Eleans, &c. Triphylia was a district on the sea-

coast, situated between Elis and Messen^. Certain Arcadian

exiles had seized l^sio, its principal city, and delivered it to

the Eleans. This produced a war, in which Triphylia so often

changed its masters, that the right to it became doubtfuL The

Arcadians, however, prevailed, at length, and now possessed se-

veral cities in this district. Tricaranus had been taken from

the Phliasians, by the Argives, some time after the battle of

Lcuctra.
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our claim, if they have the least regard to justice :

and, that there are others* to support it, who think

that Thebes should not be suflFered to possess the

rights of others. But, were it evident, that unless

we permit the Lacedemonians to overturn all Pelo-

ponnesus, we never can be able to obtain this

city, I should think it more eligible (if I may so

speak) absolutely to resign our pretensions to Oro-

pus, than to abandon Messene and Peloponnesus to

the Lacedemonians. It is not in this particular

alone, that we are to attend to the conduct of Lace-

demon.— But, I suppress those thoughts which are

now starting. I only say, we are, in many instances,

exposed to danger.

* As to the actions of the Megalopolitans against

this state, during their connexion with the Thebans,

it is absurd to urge these now as criminal. It is

absurd, I say, when they are inclined to form a

strict union with us, that so they may redeem their

* There are others, &c. The I’hocians, Thessalians, and Co-

rinthians, who were now engaged against the Thebans in the

sacred war.

*' The objections on the other side were : “ Shall we arm
" against the Lacedemonians, our fellow-soldiers in the Theban

“ war?" And “ shall we assist the Arcadians, who drew their

" swords against us at Mantinaea?” Both very popular, and

likely to influence the assembly. The speaker seems particu-

larly to dread the latter : he states it in gentle and extenuating

terras : his answer hath as much art and liveliness as force ; and

he appears not at all inclined to dwell long, or particularly, on

this point.



3i0 DEMOSTHENES’ [Orat. XH.

foriTMir conduct, by doing us effectual service, ma-

liciously to seek for all pretences to defeat such fa-

vourable intentions ; and not to consider, that the

greater zeal and ardour they arc proved to have dis-

covered for the interest of Thebes, the greater and

the juster should be your resentment against those

who deprived the state of such confederates. (For

your protection they first solicited, before their ap-

plication to the Thebans.) These are the wretched

arguments of men, who wish that these people

should unite with other states.

From all the judgment 1 can form, on the most

mature reflection, I am persuaded, (and there are

many here who agree with me in this opinion,)

that, if the Lacedemonians are once masters of Me-

galopolis, Messene must certainly be in danger.

Should they gain this city also, I say, we must form

an alliance with the Thebans. And, it will be

much more noble, much more advantageous, at

once to take those allies of the Thebans to our pro-

tection, and vigorously to oppose the ambition of

Lacedemon ; than to refuse them that protection,

because allies to the Thebans ; to abandon them to

their oppressors ; and thus be forced to save Thebes

itself from min ; nay, to involve this our own state

in danger. For I cannot think it a matter of no

consequence to Athens, that the Lacedemonians

should be masters of Megalopolis, and resume their

ancient greatness : while, even now, 1 see them

draw the sword, not to defend their state from
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wrong, but to regain that sovereign power which

they formerly enjoyed. And what were their de-

signs, * when they enjoyed this power, you can bet-

ter say than I; and must, therefore, feel thejuster

and the stronger apprehensions.

I would gladly ask our speakers, those who ex-

press such aversion to Thebes, and those v/ho de-

clare themselves the enemies of Lacedemon ; whe-

ther in these, their particular resentments, they be

actuated by a regard to you, and to your interests ;

or, whether lliey severally hate the Thebans, for the

sake of the Lacedemonians ; and the Lacedemo-

nians, from their affection to the Thebans. If, for

their sakes ; they have lost their reason, and are

each unworthy of our attention : if for our interest

;

whence this unnecessary zeal for their favourite

states? It is possible, very possible, to humble the

Thebans, without aggrandizing the Lacedemonians.

This may be easily effected, as I shall now endea-

vour to convince you.

It is well known, that men are, to a certain de-

gree, obliged by shame, to adhere to justice, even

where their inclinations arc averse. They affect

to appear strenuous against every injurious at-

” The sovereignty of Lacedemon is to be dated from the de-

struction of Atliens by Lysander, in tl»e first year of the ninety-

fourth Olympiad, a considerable time before the birth of Demo-

sthenes, but within the memory of some citizens : at least, the

consequences of this important event must have beeu remem.

bered by numbers in the assembly.
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this is my opinion ; that you should demand, both

that these monuments be taken down, and that

Lacedemon be obliged to peace. If either of these

demands be rejected, we should then unite with

that party which hath acquiesced. For if, when
they are allowed to live unmolested, the Megalo-

politans should still adhere to their connexions with

the Thebans, they must then discover to the world,

that they were influenced by the hopes conceivedfrom

the superiority of Thebes ; not by motives of equity.

If, on the other hand, when the Megalopolitans

have, with real faith and sincerity, formed an al-

liance with us, the Lacedemonians should still re-

fuse to live in peace, it must be manifest, that all this

their .solicitude is not, that Thespia may be restored,

but that, while the Thebans are embroiled in this

war, they must seize the opportunity of reducing all

Peloponnesus.

I am surprised at some persons, who express

dreadful apprehensions, at the allies of Tliebes be-

coming enemies to Lacedemon
;

yet, should Lace-

demon subdue these people, see no danger in such

an event ; especially, when we have the experience

of past times to assure us, that the Thebans have

ever used those allies* against the Lacedemonians
;

• By thos* allies, the orator undoubtedly means not the Arca-

dians only, but the whole body of the Peloponnesian states.

And what he observes of these states, is fully confirmed by
history. To mention only the more famous battles fought be-
tween the Thebans and Athenians, it aj>pcars, that the former
were not assisted by the Peloponnesians in their first uusuc-
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the Lacedemonians, when their masters, have ever

employed them against us. It is, tlierefore, seriously

to be considered, that should you now refuse to ad-

mit the Mcjipilopolitans to your alliance, they must

either be subverted and dispersed
; and then the

Lacedemonians, at once, become powerful ; or they

must escape the danger
;
(as we sometimes see strange

and unexpected events ;) and, tlien, with good reason,

they must become firm associates to the Thebans ;

but, if we accept of these their overtures, they must

then owe and acknowledge their preservation to

this state.

cessful engagement at Taiiagra; (An. 4. Ol. 80.) in the second,

when they were victorious; (An. 2. 01. 83.) or in tiie third,

wlien they were again conquered; (An, 1. OI. 89.) or in their

victory at Delium, in the following year. On the otlier hand,

after the battle of Lenctra, the Thebans were joined by the

Arcadians in their invasion of Sparta, (An. 3. Ol. 102.) and the

next year entered the territory of Lacedemon, in conjnnqtion

with the Arcadian, Argives, and Eleans. But the Lacedemo-

nians were assisted by their Peloponnesian allies, in all their

wars with the Athenians. In the great Peloponnesian war,

“ the confederates of the Lacedemonians were” (said Thucy-

dides, lib. 2.) “ all the Peloponnesians that dwelt within the

‘‘ Isthmus, excej>t the Argives and Acha^ans, who had attach-

ments to each of the contending parties.’' Aaxt^aufjtoniu^

ol rit\o*rr9vyi<Tiot f4.\v o* bro? TrxvTtqj

Hat T«tok b apiXix ‘rjy*

Many other instances, to the same purpose, miglit be produced

from history. But should it be objected to the assertion of the

orator, that, at the battle of Mantinaca, some of the Peloponne-

sians united with the Thebans against the Athenian powers,

the answer is obvious, that the Atlienians were not the objects

of this confederacy ; that it was formed against the Spartans, to

whom Athens served but as an auxiliary. Lucohesini.

A a 2
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But let us turn our thoughts from their fortunes

and their dangers, and fix our attention on the The-

bans and Lacedemonians. Should this war prove

fatal to the Thebans, (as our interest requires,) still

the power of the Lacedemonians will be duly cir-

cumscribed, whilst they have the Arcadians on their

borders, ever ready to arm against them. But,

suppose the Thebans should prove superior tc their

dangers, should still defend their country, and

should not fall before their enemies
;
yet, must they

be the less powerful, if on our side we be strength-

ened by allies, to whom we ourselves gave being.

At all events, therefore, the interest of the state de-

mands, that we should not abandon the Arcadians ;

that, if preserved, they should not seem to owe their

preservation to themselves
;
that they should not owe

it to any others ; but that it should be the act of the

Athenians.

And now, my fellow-citizens ! 1 call the gods to

witness, that 1 have spoken, not from private affec-

tion, not from particular resentment to either party,

but from a regard to what I deem the real interest

of my country. This, then, is my opinion ; that

you should not abandon the people of Megalo-

polis ; no, nor any weaker state to the power of the

stronger *.

* it does not appear from history that this oration had the

due effect. Whether the prospect of recovering Oropus had

greater influence than the more liberal and less conlined policy

of Demosthenes ; or, whether the present circumstances and

connexions of the .'Vthenians prevented them from acting in
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favour of the Megalopoiitaiis ; certaiu it is, that they did not

exert themselves on this occasioir, in defence of the liberty of

Peloponnesus. The quarrel was carried on, for some short

time. The Lacedemonians had generally the advantage ; but

soon found it necessary to end the war, by a truce with the

people of Megalopolis.

£M> OJ llir ORATION I OH IHl, M E(i /VLOI'OLU ANS.
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O R A T 1 O N

FOR THE

LIBERTY OF THE RHODIANS,

PRONOUNCED IN THE

ARCHONSHIP OF THESSALUS,

illF SECOND YEAR OF THE 107TH OLYMPIAD.





I N IMl C) D U C T I O N

An attempt made (in the Imndrcd-and-lifth

Olympiad) to reduce the states of Chios, Cos, and

Rhodes, to a dopcndeiK'y on Alhcns, produced the

war, well known by the name of The Social Wat' ;

which was, for three years, supported by the Athe-

nians, on one side ; and on the other by the Chians,

Coans, and Rhodians, assisted by the Byzantines,

and by Mausolus, king of Caria ; which prince,

(or rather his wife Artemisia, who governed in his

name,) was the principal agent in fomenting this

quarrel. Their fears of the Persian arms obliged

the Athenians to give a peace to the confederates,

in which it was expressly stipulated, that they

should be free and independent. So that, in effect,

these states triumphed over their adversary ; whose

concessions were extorted by necessity, and who, of

consequence, harboured all the resentment of dis-

appointed ambition against tlrttir opponents.

The people of Rhodes, who had engaged warmly

in this confederacy, had formerly been indebted to

Athens for assistance, in defence of their popular

form of government, against the favourers of aristo-

cracy
; who, on their part, had been supported by
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the Lacedemonians. I’lie peace, now concluded,

promised to put an end to those civil commotions

and revolutions to which the state of Rhodes had

been exposed. But the enterprising genius of Ar-

temisia, \Vho now reigned in Caria, prompted her to

attempt the conquest of Rhodes. The king of Persia

favoured her design against an island, which, by its

situation, commanded the .'Egean sea, and rendered

the passage into Greece secure and easy
;
and which

he justly expected to gain from the Carian princess,

by treaty, or by arms, with less umbrage to the

Greeks than aiiy direct attack would give

As a step previously necessary to this design, the

aristocratical faction was, partly by the gradual in-

fluence of secret practices, and partly by force, es-

tablished in the government of Rhodes ; which they

proceeded to exercise in an oppressive and tyran-

nical manner. The people, whose liberties were

thus overturned, saw no resource in their distress,

but to apply to the generosity of Athens, their an-

cient protector. Ambassadors were dispatched to

implore the assistance of the great defenders of

liberty ; and, in the assembly convened on this oc-

casion, the following oration was delivered in favour

of the people of Rhodes.

Their cause laboured under many difficulties.

They had defied the people whose protection they

were soliciting ; and were now the objects of their
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resentment.—Their late opposition was considered,

at Athens, as Uie cfTect, not of a zeal for liberty, but

of ingratitude and pride, of perverseness and inso-

lence, which were represented as a part of their na-

tional character. No speaker could venture to

oppose these sentiments, which aflorded those who
spoke against the Rhodians ample matter for in-

vective. It was well known that the Persian King-

interested himself in favour of the reigning party at

Rhodes. The danger of irritating this prince had

been, by Demosthenes himself strongly urged upon

other occasions. So tliat, not only tlic passions and

prejudices of the assembly, but policy also, jtleaded

powerfully against the present demand of the Rho-

dians. In these circumstances, they required an

able, artful, and insinuating advocate : and such

they found in our orator.





r H E o R A r r o N

FOR THE

LIBERTY OP THE RHODIANS.

Thcssalo Archon.—Olympiad. 107. An. 2.

When affairs, like these, become the subject of

our debates, it is my opinion, Athenians ! that a

general liberty of speech should be allowed to all

in this assembly Not that I have ever thought it

® This exordium seems to have been founded on some particu-

ar circumstances of the assembly, or some difficulties, which

Demosthenes was obliged to encounter, before he could obtain

Ian audience. The assembly of the people at Athens was neces-

sarily subject to the inconveniences attending all popular meet-

ings. Clamour, tumult, and contention frequently disturbed it

;

especially, when the point in debate was of an important kind

;

or the popular leaders divided ; and, by interest or principle,

prompted to support their different opinions and parties, with

zeal and ardour. Sometimes, (as we learn from some passages

in illschines,) the leaders on one side took occasion to seize the

gallery, from whence the speakers addressed themselves to the

people, and, by open violence, prevented anyone from taking his

place there, who was not a friend to the measures which they

recommended. Sometimes the magistrates, who presided iu the

assembly, either thought it necessary, for the preservation of

peace and order, or were induced by private motives, to exert
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difficult to point out the measures fittest to be pur-

sued ; for (to speak my thoughts plainly) you seem

of yourselves sufficiently apprised of these. But to

prevail on you to pursue them ; there is the difficulty.

For, when any thing hath been resolved ; when it

hath been confirmed by your voices, we are just as

far from carrying it into execution, as if it had never

been resolved.

One particular there is, eminently distinguishable

amongst all those favours which we owe to heaven.

I mean, that they who, not long since, prompted

by their insolence, appeared in arms agwinst us,

now rest all their hopes of safety on this state. An
event which should inspire us with the greatest

satisfaction. For, by a just and proper conduct

upon this occasion, we shall, by our actions, glori-

ously and nobly refute the calumnies of our tra-

ducers. The Chians, and the Byzantines, and the

Rhodians, accused us of dangerous designs against

them : and, from this pretence, conspired to raise

the late war against us. But, it will now appear

that Mausolus*, the great author and conductor of

their authority, and to circumscribe that liberty of speech, for

which the constitution of Athens had so scrupulously provided.

Hence, frequently arose a tumultuous mixture of acclamation,

opposition, loud and vehement commanding, and earnest expos-

tulation, which formed a scene fitted to discourage and terrify

an unexperienced or dastardly speaker ; a scene for which De-

mosthenes prepared himself, by declaiming on the sea-shore,

amidst the roaring of the waves.

^ This passage seem.s to intimate that measures had been taken

to establish the aristocracy at Rhodes, during the life-time of
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this war—he who affected such zeal for tlie inter-

est of the Rhodians,— is the very person who de-

prived them of their freedom : that the Chians and

the Byzantines*, who then professed to be their allies,

have refused to assist them when distressed : but

that you, the great objects of their apprehensions,

prove to be the people, of all others, to whom alone

they are indebted for protection. When this is once

made manifest to the world, such must be the senti-

ments with which you shall inspire the people of

every community, that they will regard your friend-

ship as the pledge of their security. And surely you

cannot enjoy greater happiness than such an uni-

versal confidence and affection.

It is with surprise I find the very persons who

urged us to oppose the KING in defence of the

Mausolus. Tlie queen, wlio i.s said tohave directed and governed

her liusbaiul, probably recomniemicd, and inatle somo progress

in the execution of a design, which was crowned with complete

success in her own reign.

* It was, probably, the fear of Artemisia’s power which pre-

vented the Chians and Byzantines from assisting their friends

the Rhodians to overturn the usurpation. Otherwise, the Chians,

whose government was republican, must have exerted them-

selves to secure the like constitution to their allies.

Lucchesini.

^ When Artaxerxes engaged in the war with Nectanebiis, king

of Egypt, both parties applied to the Greeks for assistance: the

Persian was refused ;
but such numbers of Grecian mercenaries

engaged in the service of Nectanebus, that he was enabled to

detach four thousand of these to the assistance of (he Sidoniaiis.

And probably the greater part of these forces were Athenians

;
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Egyptians, now deterring us, by the apprehensions

of his displeasure, from engaging in the affairs of

Rhodes : and this, when it is well known that the

Rhodians are really Greeks ; the others, of the num-
ben^f this prince’s subjects.

There are some among you who may remember

that, at the time when the affairs of Persia were the

subject of our consultations, 1 was the first, I think

the only, or almost the only one, to recommend it

as the wisest measure, not to assign your enmity to

the KING, as the motive of your armament : to

make your preparations against your avowed ad-

versaries ; but to employ them even ag“dinst him,

should lie attempt to injure you. Nor did I urge

these things without your full concurrence. You
received them with applause On this present

as the inveterate resentment of this people to the Persians

prompted them to take all means of opposing them, which were

not absolutely inconsistent with treaties. Lucchesini.

a The approbation of the people, he affects to consider as a full

proof of the justness of these his sentiments. " If they be then

“just, the KING must adopt them ;
no other can be recoin-

“ mended to him. And if his conduct is to be guided by suchprin-

“ ciples, he cannot be provoked to take up arms against the Athe-

“ nian.s, by their interposition in favour of the liberty of Rhodes

“ (a Grecian state). It must be equally his interest not to oppose
“ the Athenians, where his own kingdom is not immediately

“ attacked, as it is for the Athenians not to give unnecessary

“ umbrage to him. Such delicacy and caution must be acknow-
“ ledged just and necessary, but are quite different from a supine

“ inattention to all his motions ; and an abject concession of all

“ the conquests he may be prompted to make, however injurious

“ to Greece, Such conduct would not only be dishonourable
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occasion, my sentiments are exactly consonant to

what I then proposed. And were I a subject to the

KING, were I called to be his counsellor, to him I

should suggest the very measures I now recon^end
to you ; to fight for his own dominions, if att^ked
by any of the Greeks

; never to indulge an extrava-

gant ambition of making foreign conquests. If,

on your part, ye men of Athens ! it be resolved to

give up all those cities to the KING, which he

may reduce to his obedience, by surprising and de-

ceiving some members of the several cities
; it is a

resolution 1 can by no means praise. But, if ye be

persuaded, that, in the cause of justice, ye should,

on all occasions, boldly dmw the sword, and en-.

counter every difficulty
;

in the first place, such oc-

casions will occur more rarely, the more you are

possessed with tin's persuasion ; and then, it must

be acknowledged, that sucli sentiments are worthy

of this state.

That I recommend nothing new, in moving

you to give liberty to the Rhodians
; that you will

do nothing new, if my counsels should prevail ;

but impolitic. While, on the contrary, vigour and resolution

“ prudently directed, instead of involving them in war, must
** awe their enemies, and preserve them in peace and security."

— seems to be the sum of the present argument. And
Uie judicious will probably forgive the attempt to open and

illustrate particular passages, as the sentiments, in this oration

especially, are delivered with such liveliness and rapidity, that

a reader not strictly attentive, is oftentimes in danger of losing

the full view of our orator.

B bvom I.
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may appear from one instance of our former con-

duct, which proved of important service. It may
be remembered, Athenians ! that you once sent out

Timotheus, to assist Ariobarzanes *. It was ex-

pressly prescribed in his commission, that he should

not proceed to any infringement of our treaty with

the KING. He saw that Ariobarzanes had openly

revolted from his master. He saw that Samos was

held by Cyprothemes, and his Persian garrison ;

* The lime and eircumslances of this expedition do not seem

necessary for illustrating the argument of Demosthenes, as lie

himself hatii distinctly explained the particulars necessary for

his pni])ose. Houever, the reader whose curiosity may j)rompt

him to seek for farther information, has here a fuller account,

from the Italian commentator. -There is no donht, hnt that

Timotheus was scut on this expedition in the second, or the he-

ginning of the thini year of the hiindred-and-fourth Olympiad :

because, in this year, Ariobarzanes, together with some other

satraps on the sea-coast, Mausolus, and Tachus king of Dgypt,

revolted from Artaxerxes. The rebellion of Ariobarzanes was

probably unknown to the AtheniaiLs at this time. The design of

the expedition w as, to establish this satrap in the government of

Phrygia, which he had seized on t!ie death of Mithridales, liy his

own authority; though possibly he might have assured the Atiie-

niaiis that he had acted by tlie king's commi.ssion. Hence was

Timotheus sent to support him, with instructions, however, to

commit no infriiigenient of the treaties subsisting between .\thens

and the Persian. And as this general could not, consistently with

these instructions, pursue the intended expedition in favour of

Ariobarzanes, it was not without good reason that lie chose to

employ his forces in the relief of Sarnos ; which was under the

jurisdiction of Athens, and unjustly seized by the KING s lieu-

tenants, in order to facilitate his operations against the rebels on

the .sea-coast. Nor was it at all pnulent for the Athenians to suffer

the Persians to possess an island, from whence they might rea-

dily pass over into Greece.
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and that Tignines, the KING’S own lieutenant, had

placed them in this city. To Ariobarzanes/ there-

fore, he refused assistance : Samos he invested, and
restored to freedom. And, to this day, we never

were involved in any war, on this account. Foi

there is a material difterence between these two
motives for war; tlie enlargement of dominion,

and the defence of rightful possessions. When an

invasion is to be repelled, the contest is supported

to the utmost
; not so, for the objects of ambition.

Men will, indeed, attempt to gratify this passion,

if permitted
; but, if opposed, they do not charge

the opposition as injurious. Nor do 1 think that

Artetnisia will act contrary to these [)rinciplcs, if

the state should interpose in the affairs of Rhodes.

—Hear me for a moment, and judge whether my
reasons be well-founded or invalid.

I think, then, that if all the KING's attempts

in Kgypt had been crowned with effectual success,

Artemisia would have exerted her utmost efforts to

reduce Rhodes to his subjection ; not from an af-

fection to the KING, but in order to bind him by

a signal favour, should he extend his dominions to

her neighbourhood ; that, in return, he might ad-

mit her to the strictest connexions of friendship.

Rut, since he hath acted “—as fame reports ; since

“ VVe learn from Diodorus, (lib. 16,) that, in the present year

when this oration was delixered, Ochus had not penetrated as

far as Egypt: but led his army against Sidon; which city being

betrayed by Mentor, and Tenues its king, was set on fire, and

reduced to ashes by the inhabitants. From hence the Persians

B b
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he hath been unsuccessful in nil his ntteinpts ; she

must suppose, (and it is, in fact, the case,) that this

island can be of no other use to him, but as a cita-

del, to awe her kingdom, and to control her mo-

tions. So that, in my opinion, she would rather

tliat we were in possession of the islami, (provided

that this did not appear to be tl)c act of Artemisia,)

than that he sliould gain it. Nor would she assist

him in such an attempt ; at least, not with sincerity

and vigour. As to the KING, how he may act on

any emergency, I do not pretend to say. Rut, that

it highly imports this state to have it known ex-

plicitly, whether he means to assert any claim to

Rhodes or no ; tliis I firmly maintain. If he should,

our consultations are not to be confined to the

Rhodians ; our concern must be for ourselves, and

for all the Greeks.

* Yet, were these Rhodians, wlio now possess the

marched, the next year, into Egypt, where they at first met witli

some sinister accidents, (a considerable part of the army being

lost in morasses,) though in the conclusion they were enabled

to conquer Nectanebus at Pelusium, and to reduce him to tlie

utmost extremity. Thus the assertion of Demostlienes seems not

rcconcileable to history. But it must not be forgotten, that a

passionate eagerness for intelligence was a distinguishing part of

the character of the Athenians; which, w^e must suppose, was

frequently gratified by rumours and advices invented to please

them, and artfully or credulously propagated. Something of

this kind might have happened at present: and agreeable news

from the Persian camp, whether believed by the orator or no,

might have been assumed as certain, without any scruple, to

answer the present purpose.

^ At first glance, it may occur to the reader to ask, how it
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city, strong- enough to maintain their possession, 1

should not have advised you to grant them aid

:

no, though they should make you the most magni-

ficent promises. For I find, that in order to dis-

solve the free government, tliey first seduced some
citizens to their party

; and tlicn, tl>e moment they

had gained their purpose, they drove out those very

citizens. And (hey who have been false to both

comes, that Demo.sthencs, who pleads for the restoration of the

p()j)ular state, liere seems to speak in favour of the reigning

party. And though the commentators, Ac. take no notice of any

ditliculty in this passage, it may not he det ined impertinent to

endeavour to illustrate its purport and connexion. Demos-
thenes hath endeavoured to prove that the K.1 N(j, however he

may favour or support the aristocracy at Rhodes, yet will not

consider the interposition of the Athenians, in defence of tlie

liberty of that island, as an act of hostility against Jiiin ; and that

neither he, nor Artemisia, will oppose them. “ Not that I pre-

tend,” saitli the orator, ** to ascertain what the KING’S dc-

“ signs are, or what measures he may pursue. But if he should

“ assert any direct claim to the dominion of Rhodes, liis treaty

“ with the Greeks is broken : We and all Greece are threatened.

“ The question is no longer how the Rhodians shall be go-

“ verned ; the island must be defended for our own sake, what-

‘‘ ever party may prevail there. But, in such a case, it is the

“ inteicst of Greece, not that of the aristocratical faction at

‘‘ Rhodes, which should he considered ; and however wurrant-

“ able, and just, and prudent, a vigorous defence of the island

“ would then be; yet still, nothing but necessity, nothing but

“ the certainty of its falling into the power of the Persian, with-

“ out our assistance, could induce me to recommend the grant-

‘‘ ing that assistance. If the reigning party could by themselves

“ defend the island, they do not merit, nor should they be fa-

“ voured with, our interposition; but, if not, our own and our

nation’s interests require, that we should defeat the designs of

“ the Persian against Rhodes, «ven though this party should
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parties, cannot, I presume, prove faithful allies to

this slate.

These things I never should have urged, had I

only considered the interest of Rhodes. I have no

public* attachment to this slate
;
no particular con-

nexion with any of its citizens ; or, were I engaged

by both these ties, in this assembly I should be in-

fluenced only by the interest of iny country. As to

these Rhodians, (if one may so speak who |)leads for

their protection,) 1 rejoice at what hath happened :

that the men, who could not bear that wc should

reg-ain our just rights, have now lost their own

liberty : that they, who might have united upon

terms of equality with the Greeks, and with ns, the

best of Greeks, chose to admit barbarians “* and

* / hav€ no public, tVc. The citizens of the more entiiirnt

blatcjj in (i recce had it sonufimes) in their pover to confer fa-

vours < n inferior conmiiinities
; and these in return exj)iesscd

their gratitude by declarini; that such persons should, ‘Jt any

lime during their residence among them, be entitled to enter-

tainment at th.e public expeiice. Jn like manner, fa\ours eon-

ferred and received by particular persons entitled them to the

rights of pli^ate hospitality from each other. These were de-

clarations of the nio.>t -trict and inviolable friendship ; and the

least neglect or vitdation of this hospitality was accounted a

crime of the most heinous nafiirc.—The expressions in the ori-

ginal are founded on these customs.

^ By harbariafjs and slaves, he means the forces of Artemisia,

which she sent to the assistance of the aristocratical faction
; and

which tliey keptin the citadel for their defence. LuccHhSiNj

The adniisioii of these forces info Rhodes is ascribed by Vitruvius

to a stratagem of an extriordinarv nature. He tells us, the Rho-

dians held a private iiitcHigence in Halicarnassus, the capital of
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slaves into their citadel, and to become their abject

vassals. 1 had almost said, that these things must

prove of use to them, if you vouchsafe your aid.

In a course of prosperity, 1 know not whether they

would ever have returned to reason
; for they are

Rliodians *. liut now, taught by experience that

perverse folly is the cause of numberless calamities,

they may possibly entertain sentiments more just

and prudent for the future. And this, 1 apprehend,

would be no small advantage to them. Let us then

endeavour to avert their ruin : let us not harbour

ancient resentments: let it be remembered, that you

yourselves have oftentimes been deceived by those

who entertained designs against th.e state : and yet,

on none of these will ye confess that punishment

should be inflicled.

('aria ; and hoped that the inhabitants would willingly unite with

tliein, ill order (o shake oil* the yoke of a woman. In these ex-

pectations they sent a fleet thither. But Art(‘inisia having disco-

vered the plot, orden'd the inhabilaiits to ran^e themselves imdei

their walls, and tu receive the Rhodians as their expected deliver-

ers. Deceived by this ap|)eiiraiice, the Kliodiaiis lauded, and left

their sliips deserted, riiey were snrrouuded, and cut to pieces.

Artemisia, who had ordered her galleys to fall down some canals

which coiniTmnicated w'ith the port, and to seize their ships,

now set sail in the Rhodian fleet, and appeared before their

island. It was supposed by the people of Rhodes, that their

own army was returned victorious; and the Cariaiis were masters

of their fortress before the fatal mistake was perceived.

* Theif are Rhodians. Homer calls the Rhodians vTrtfri^uvov;,

insolent. And to this day (hey are said to be distinguished by

the same fault, though now reduced to the extremity of slavery.

LicniivsiM.
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Let it also be considered, that you, my fellow-

citizens, have waged many wars against slates, both

of popular and oligarchal governments. Of this you

are not to be informed : but, perhaps, you have

never once reflected, what were the causes of your

several wars with each. With popular states^ your

wars arose from particular complaints, which could

not be decided in a national council ; or from dis-

putes about districts and boundaries ; or from the

Jove of glory, or pre eminence. But of your wars

with oligarchies \ there were diflerent causes:

with these you fought for your constitution, for

your liberty. So tliat I should not scruple to avow

my opinion, that it would he better for us to be at

war with all tlie states of Greece, provided that

* T imagine tliat the orator had here in view the expeditions

against the Corinthians and Syracusans. With the former, the

Athenians contended about boundaries and territory
;
particular

causes of complaint, but especially ambition, prompted tliem to

wage war against the latter. And the government both of Corinth

and Syracuse was regularly democratical. LucciiESlNr,

^ By Oligarchies the orator means the Boeotians and Mega-

reaiis, but principally the Lacedemonians. Lucchesini.

* With all tlu states of (ireece, provided, &c. To this the

orator subjoins a reason, which makes the assertion appear

less extraordinary ;
“ If attacked by all, it is true, the contest

could not be supported, yet no terms of accommodation would

be imposed that would alter or destroy our constitution.

“ But no peace could secure the freedom of the only deniocra-

** tical state. The enemies of liberty, however apparently re-

conciled, must ever hate and fear, and at length destroy it.''

—

As I have taken the liberty to translate this passage in a manner

different from that of the commentators and interpreters, it will
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they enjoyed a popular government, than to be in

friendship with them all, if commanded by oligar-

chies. For, with free states, 1 should not think it

dihicult to conclude a peace whenever ye were in-

clined ; but with oligarchal governments, we could

be necessary fairly to quote the original at large. tyu)y%

ate oatiaeufjn jxuXXov ^yiTa^xh ry?

*EX\yipa(; uwoofTctq TroXt^^iTp v^Tvy v <pl?^y<; etrai,—
A>5/x,ox^aTy/jc£vy^ Ty^ hath been generally taken as equi-

valent to idq TUP "EX?^ti*uv ^Tjjxox^aTy/Aeyyf, A'c. and the original

understood as containing this assertion : It ivould be more

eligible that all the republics in Greece should be at war with

us, than that we should be in alliance with all the oligarchies.

The learned in the Greek language will determine whether, in

order to warrant this interjuetatioii, the form of the sentence in

the original should not have been ry? ^>?/>tox^aTy/xE>y^

instead of ^Tj^&x^ary/xby; Ty?, Sec. But, not to insist on grani-

inatical niceties, it is submitted to the reader, who attends to

the history and circumstances of Greece, whether to be at war

with the free states, that is, the states of Peloponnesus, or to

he in alliance with the oligarchies, that is (principally) the states

of Laccdemoii and Bceotia, be two particulars so necessarily

incompatible, as to oblige the Athenians to choose one or the

other. If it be said that it is sufficient to suppose that parti-

cular quarrels might arise, in which an union with Sparta and

Bceotia would prevent the free states from attacking the Athe-

nians ; and the rejecting this union might encourage them to

the attack ; in such case I suspect that the orator never could

have advised his countrymen to engage singly in a war, as the

most eligible measure, which, by weakening each party, would

render both an easier prey to those who are supposed (from

the nature of their constitution) to be their common enemies.

And such advice would still be more unaccountable, should it

be supposed, that, in consequence of rejecting the alliance of

Sparta and Boeotia, these states would unite with the enemies

of Athens.
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not even form an union^ to be relied on. For, it is

not possible that tlic few can entertain a sincere

affection for the many
; or (he friends of arbitrary

power, for the men who choose to live in free

equality.

I am surprised, that none among yon slionid

conceive, that if the Chians, and tlie Mitylencans

and now the Rliodians, are to be subjected to a few
;

I had almost said, if all mankind are to be lluis en-

slaved
; our constitution must be threatened witli

danger. It is surprising, that none among you

should reflect, (hat if this form of polity be esta-

blished in every place, it is not possible that our free

government should be sutfered to continue. For it

must then be certain, that none others but the

Athenians can arise to restore alTairs to their ori-

ginal state of freedom. And (hose whom men regard

as dangerous, they must ever labour to destroy. In

every other case they who act unjustly, arc enemies

only to those whom their injustice hath immediately

affected ; but they who subvert free states, and re-

duce them to the power of a few, arc to be deemed

the common enemies of all the zealous friends of

liberty. And justice too demands, ye men of

* From this passage it seems not improbable, that the designs

of the Persian had extended farther tlian to Rhodes ; and that

he had by his power or influence lately made alterations in the

state and government of these inferior islands, which I he

embarrassed condition of the Athenians, and their attention to

the motions of the Macedonian King, might have jircvcnled

them from opposing.
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Athens, that you, wlio enjoy a popular government,

should discover the same concern for the nnsforluncs

of other free slates, which you yourselves would ex-

pect from them, if at any time (which Heaven avert !)

the like misfortunes should oppress you. It may be

said, indeed, tliat the Rhodians are deservedly dis-

tressed : but this is not a lime for such objections.

Let the prosperous ever shew the tenderest solicitude

for the unhappy; since none can say what may be

their own future fortune.

I have heard it frequently observed in this as-

sembly, that, when the stale was in its deepest dis-

tress, there were not wanting friends to concert

measures for its restoration. Of this 1 sliall, at pre-

sent, brietly mention but one instance, I mean that

of the Argives*. And I should be sorry that we,

whose distinguished character it is to protect the

wretched, should appear inferior to tlie Argives in

tliis particular. They, though seated on the borders

of Lacedeinon, witnesses of the uncontrolled power

of this city, both by sea and land
;

yet, could

not be diverted, could not be deterred, from ex-

pressing their atl’ection to the Athenians. When
ambassadors came from Lacedemon, to demand

' This instance of the magnanimity of the Argives must have

been particularly agreeable to the assembly, as the form of go-

vernment at Argos was, like that of Athens, republican. The

memory of this noble and generous act hath been passed over

by historians. But we have it here preserved, enlivened, ;iiul

enforced, by the most vivid colouring, and the utmost strength

of expression. Lucchlsin i.
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some Athenian exiles who had taken refug-e at

Argos, tliey declared by a decree, that unless these

ambassadors departed from their city, before the

setting sun, they should be accounted enemies.

And would it not be shameful, my countrymen,

that the populace of Argos should, in such times as

these, defy the terror of the Lacedemonian power

and sovereignty
; and yet, that you, who are Athe-

nians, should be terrified by a barbarian ; nay, by a

woman? The Argives might have justly pleaded,

that they had oftentimes been conquered by the

Lacecemonians. But you have frequently proved

victorious over the KING; never were once de-

feated, either by his slaves or by himself. Or, if

the Persian boasts to have obtained any advantage

over us, he owes it to those trcasiu’es whicli he

lavished on the corrupt traitors and hirelings of

Greece. If ever he hath prevailed, by these means

hath he prevailed. Nor have such successes proved

of real use. No : we find that, at the very time

when he was endeavouring to depress this slate, by

the help of Lacedemon *, his own dominions were

exposed to the dangerous attempts of Clcarchus and

Cyrus. Thus were his avowed attacks ever un-

successful ; his secret practices attended with no real

advantage.

* In the first year of the 94th Olympiad, the Lacedemonians

became masters ofAthens, and there established the thirty tyrants.

In the fourth year of the same Olympiad, Cyrus look up arms

against his brother Artaxer.xes. So that between these two

events, but a small interval of time intervened ; which sufficiently

warrants the assertion of the orator. LuccHESlNi.
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Tliere are men amon”' you, who frequently affect

a disregard of Philip, as if beneath their attention,

hut of the KING express the most terrible ap-

prehensions, as of an enemy truly dangerous to those

whom he may determine to attack. If then we are

never to oppose the one, because weak ; and to make
unbounded concessions to the other, because formid-

able; against whom, my countrymen, are we to draw

our swords ?

There arc men too most powerful in pleading

for the rights of others, in opposition to your de-

mands. To tlicse I would make one request
;
that

they should endeavour to display an equal zeal in

the defence of your rights, against your adversaries.

'Phus shall they be tlic first to shew a real regard to

ju.stice. It is absurd to urge its precepts to you, if

they themselves pay no delerence to its authority.

And, surely, a member of this state cannot pretend

to a regard for justice, who seeks industriously for

every argument against us, never for those which

may be urged in our favour. Consider, 1 conjure

you, why, among the Byzantines, there is no man to

inform them, that they are not to seize Chaiccdon *,

which is really the KING'S ;
which you some

time possessed ; but to which they have no sort of

* Chakedon. Tins city of liithynia, after various vicissitudes

of fortune, had been given up to the King of Persia, by the peace

of Antalcidas. But now it appears to have been exposed in

th^ invasions of tlic Byzaiilines, as well as Sylenibria, a maritime

town in the neighbourhood of Byzantium, Lucchesini.
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claim ; that they should not attempt to reduce Sy-

lembria to their subjection, a city once united in alli-

ance with us : that in assuming a power of deter-

mining the boundaries of the Sylembrian territory,

the Byzantines violate their oaths, they infringe those

treaties which say expressly, that this people shall

be governed by their own laws. Why, during the

life of Mausolus, or since his death, hath no one

been found to inform Artemisia, that she is not to

possess herself of Cos, of Rhodes, of many other

Grecian states, which tlie KING, who was master of

them, ceded by treaty to the Greeks
; and for which

the Greeks of those days encountered many dangers,

supported many noble contests Or, were these

things thus urged to both ; that they would have

any influence, is by no means probable — I, on my
part, see no injustice in reinstating the people of

Rhodes ; but, even if it were not strictly just, yel,

when 1 view the actions of others, 1 think it my duty

to recommend this measure. And wliy ? Because,

if all others confined themselves within the bounds

of justice, it would be shameful, that you, Athe-

nians, should be the only people to transgress. But,

when every other state seeks all opportunities of

acting injuriously, that you alone should give, up

every advantage, from pretended scruples, and nice

distinctions of right; this is not justice, but cow-

ardice.

In effect, indeed, we find men proportion their

claims of right to their present power. Of thi? I

shall mention one example, well known to all.
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Tlicre arc two Ircafics* on record, between the

Greeks and tlie KlN'ti
; that which our state con-

cluded, whicfi is tlie subject of universal praise ;

and this latter, made by the Lacedemonians, which

was condemned as odious and dishonourable. In

these treaties, the rights of eitlier party were by no

means defined in the same manner ; And no xconder,

for, in civil society, the rights of indivduals are

’
’I’lic |)iiss;igo, as Iiere translated, plainly points out tlie two

most ramous trt'at'os coiu liulod between the Greeks and Persians

;

the one, by Cinion the Athenian (An. S. Olyinp. 77.) ; the other,

by Antalcidas the I/aeedeinonian (An. 2. Ol>m|). 98.) The first

was made iinmodiately after the final overthrow of the Persian

forces both hy sea and land. By this treaty it w as provided, that

all the Grecian cities in Asia sliouhl be free and independent;

and that no Persian ship of war should presume to sail to the

westward of the Cyan;en and Chelidonian islands; that is, to

approach so near as to <^ive the least umbrage or alarm to the

(ireeks: terms, whicli plainly supposed the superiority ofCireece,

and are, accordingly, ropresented by liistorians as liighiy honour^

able to this nation. The latter treaty, on the contrary, was dic-

tated by the Peisians, and the weakness and disorders of tlie

Greeks obliged tliem to acccjit of it. By this, tlic Grecian

colonies of Asia, together with some of the islands, were for-

mally given up to the power and jurisdiction of the Persian

king. And historians have not restrained tlieir indignation at

tlie meanness and ignominy of these concessions.

The interpreters and commentators Iiave indeed rendered

this passage in another manner. But, without entering into

controversy, the translator submits the pertinency and pro-

priety of the jiresent interpretation to the judgment of the

learned reader ;
by no iiieaiis confident, yet not without hopes

of his concurrence. And, should he happen to be more fortu-

nate, ill some particular instance, than his predecessors or as-

sociates in the same labour, he esteems it a matter which

warrants no sort of triumph or exultation.
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determined by the laws, witli the same equal and

common reg-ard to the weak and to the strong. But,

in political and national transactions, the powerful

ever prescribe the bounds of right to the weaker.

You assume the character of arbitrators and de-

fenders of justice : be careful then to preserve such

power as may give due weight and effect to your

determinations. And this will be done by shewing

that tlic Athenians are the general patrons and pro-

tectors of liberty.

Sensible, indeed, 1 am, and with good reason,

that it is not without the utmost difficulty that you

can execute any purposes of moment. All others

have but one contest to maintain, that against their

avowed enemies : when they have once conquered

these, they enjoy the fruits of their conquest, with-

out further opposition. But you, Athenians ! have

a double contest to support. Like others, you have

your open enemies ; but you have enemies still

more dangerous and alarming
:
you have those of

your own citizens to subdue, who, in this assembly,

are engaged against the interests of their country.

And, as they are ever strenuous in their opposition

to all u.seful measures, it is no wonder that many
of our designs are frustrated. Perhaps, those emolu-

ments which their corruptois hold forth to tempt

them, may be the inducement to many, boldly to

aspire to the rank of ministers and public counsel-

lors. But still you yourselves may be justly blamed.

For it is your part, Athenians ! to entertain the

same sentiments with regard to the rank of civil



duty, as to that of battle. And wliat are these sen-

timents? He who deserts the post assigned him by
the general, you pronounce infamous *, and un-

worthy to share the coiutnou rights of an Athenian

citizen. In like manner, he who, in our civil po-

lity, abandons the station as.signed by our ancestors,

and attempts to establish the power of the few,

should be declared unworthy to speak in this assem-

bly. Do you think it necessary to bind our allies

by an oath, to have the same friends and the same
enemies with us, in order to be assured of their at-

tachment ? And shall those ministers be deemed

truly loyal, who arc certainly and evidently devoted

to the service of our enemies ?

Hut, what might be urged in accusation against

them, what might be urged with severity against

you, it is by no means diflicnlt to find. By what

counsels, by what conduct, the present disorders of

our state may he removed ; this is the great point

of diniculty. Nor is this, perhaps, the time to en-

large on every parlieuliir. Exert yourselves on the

present occasion ;
endeavour to render your designs

elfectual, by an advantageous execution
;
and then,

* In the Olyiithiacoralions, we tiiul Demosthenes complaining,

that the severity of the ancient niilitarv laws liad been considcr-

ablv relaxed. /\nd this passage furnishes ns with a remarkable

instance of sucli relaxation, t'or, l>y the orininal laws and con-

stitutions of Athens, it was declared a CAriTAi. offence for any

citizen to fly, or to desert from lii.> post, liven he who cast away

his shield was punished with death. If any man lost it by acci-

dental neglect, he was bound to pay a line of live hundred

drachniie. Luccii ksini.
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your other interests may, perhaps, gradually wear a

fairer aspect.

It is, therefore, my opinion, tliat you should cn-

g-age ii\ the affairs of this people with the utmost

vigour ; and act as becomes the dignity of Athens.

Think with what joy you attend to those who praise

your ancestors, who display their achievements, and

recount their trophies. And think, that your an-

cestbrs erected these trophies, not that the view might

barely strike you with admiration ; but that you might

imitate the virtues of the men who raised them •.

« From the succeeding oration, wc learn, that the address and

energy which Deinoslhencs exerted in fiivonr of the people of

lihodos were by no means effectual. The times in which he

lived were distracted and corrupted ; his country not well dis-

posed, nor indeed possesseil of force sufficient to support the

general cause of liherty. The assembly in which he spoke was

(if wc except some extraordinary cases of immediate danger)

ever governed by party. I'lie citizens came together, not to

deliberate on the public interests, hut to.siipport a faction, already

determined, and resolved in what manner to give their voices ;

and arincfl against the power of truth. It is no uoiulcr, there-

fore, that we find the most consummate eloquencf', justest,

the strong* and the most animat* d leprcs*. illations, in so

many instances unsuccessful.

EM) Ol VOL. 1.

rriiiO:<l by It St. John's S'ju.ur, Lojui-’i.
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INTRODUCTION.

The contests between the Macedonians and

Atlienians (to which we owe the most valuable

remains of Demosthenes) have been explained in

the former volume of the Philippic Orations. The
reader is not now to be informed, at what time,

and with what success, King' Philip attempted to

reduce Perinthus and Byzantium. When he found

himself obliged to raise the siege of Byzantium, he

is said to have turned his arms ag-ainst Scythia.

The Athenians, who were elated by the least ap-

pearance of good fortune, considered this as a

(light. They were fired with the imagination of an

enemy, that had so long proved formidable and

successful, defeated in his designs, and this, prin-

cipally, by the counsels and arms of Athens ; re-

tiring before their general Phocion, and forced

from all attempts on Greece, to retrieve the ho-

nour of his arms, in parts remote and barbarous.

This they considered as the happy moment for

pursuing their advantages, and for reducing that

ambition to just and equitable bounds, which

was now, for the first time, severely mortified and

disappointed.

B 2
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In order to render the hostilities now meditated

more formidable and effectual, the Athenians beg-an

seriously to reflect on the causes of past misfortunes,

and seemed resolved to reform those corruptions and

abuses, which had disgraced their constitution, and

weakened their power.

The oppressions and severe exactions, of which

their allies and dependent states had lately found

particular occasion to complain, and to which the

necessity of their affairs had contributed, as well as

the avarice of their commanders, naturally deter-

mined them to reflect on the necessity of making

some efiecfual provision for the payment of their

armies : and this as naturally determined the honest

and faithful counsellors to resume the consideration

of that old, scandalous abuse, the Theatrical distri-

butions. Of these the reader hath been sufficiently

informed in the Notes and Introductions of the

Olynthiac orations.

An assembly was therefore convened, to consider

of the most eligible methods to provide for the

public exigencies, in the least burdensome, and

most effectual manner ; and particularly to consider

of the expediency of restoring their theatrical funds

to the service of the army ; a point which their mis-

guided decrees had rendered so dangerous to be
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proposed. On this occasion was the following ora-

tion delivered ; in which the orator resumes his

favourite subject, with his usual spirit, jet with suf-

ficient caution : points out the corruptions of his

countrymen, with their causes and consequences

:

and describes both the ancient and present state of

Athens ; Athens uncorrupted, illustrious, and fortu-

nate ;
and the same state degenerated and disgraced,

with all the honest severity and indignation of a

patriot.

In this oration no mention is made of Philip or

his designs, of the late transactions in Greece, of

the late advantages or disgraces of the Athenian

arms. The orator confines himself entirely, and

directs the attention of his hearers, to the points

immediately under consideration. And we find

that these afforded him sufficient room for the exer-

tion of his abilities.
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Tlieoplirastus, Archoii—Olympiad 110. An. 1.

Men of Athens !

•As to tl)is money, and the affairs, at this time,

proposed to the assembly, it appears to me, that a

^ The fatal consequences of lavishing the public revenues, on

spectacles and entertainments, had been long and severely expe-

rienced. Yet still numbers were found in the assembly, who,

from private motives, either of interest, or to recommend them-

selves to the lower part of the citizens, pleaded in favour of this

abuse, and found plausible arguments to urge in its favour.

Tliese, and their ojiposers, seem to have already debated the

present point, with considerable heat and violence ; and to have

been supported by their respective partizans, not with that de-

corum or temper which, perhaps, are sometimes found in less

numerous assemblies. Hence, the appearance of moderation in

this exordium : which, in the present disposition of the people,

was probably necessary, in order to obtain the orator an audi-

ence. And it may, in general, be observed, that although the

eloquence of Demosthenes be commonly, and very justly com-

pared to the irresistible lightning, storm, or torrent; yet such

similitudes are not (o be understood too strictly : for, on all ne-

cessary occasions, he appears a consummate master of the gentle

arts of Insinuation. He thunders and lightens indeed
;
yet^
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speaker may, without danger, espouse either side.

By condemning those who tlius distribute and ex-

haust the public treasure, he may gain their esteem,

who regard this custom as injurious to the public

;

or, by assenting, and encouraging these distribu-

tions, he may recommend himself to their favour,

whose necessities prompt them to demand these

public aids. By neither party is the interest of the

state considered. Their approbation, or their con-

demnation of this custom, is influenced entirely by

their several circumstances, of indigence, or af-

fluence. I, on my part, shall neither oppose nor

recommend it. But this I would entreat you seri-

ously and maturely to consider, that tlie money,

now the subject of debate, is of little moment ; but

the custom which it hath produced, of great con-

sequence. If*, then, these distributions be esla-

(tometimes, (if the allusion be warrantable), half kit sfrtngth

he puts not forth. Nor, in effect, does be ever give a free and

full course to his energy, until he has prepared his hearers to

receive the impression.

• I have here endeavoured to express what I take to be the in-

tent and meaning ofthe orator, from coropariug the passage willi

others ofthe like import, in the Olyntbiac orations. To propose

to the assembly that the theatrical money (as it was called)

should be applied to other purposes, was, by the law of Eubulus,

declared a capital offence. Demosthenes therefore advises, not

that this money should be alienated to the payment of their

armies ; but, that all citizens should receive their distributions

as usual
;

yet, at the same time, discharge all their respective

offices, whether civil or military, without farther salary or pay

:

and, that such only as had thus discharged, or were ready to

discharge, these offices, should be entitled to the public distri-
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blislietl, for those who liave, first, respectively dis-

charged their public offices ; far from injuring, you

will do tlie most essential service both to your

country and to yourselves. But if a feast, or any

other like pretence, be sufficient for demanding-

these sums ; if the mention of any further condi-

tions be rejected with impatience ; beware lest all

your regulations, how specious, how promising

soever, may hereafter prove erroneous.

This I now declare as my opinion (let me not be

interrupted by clamour ;
but hear, and then deter-

mine)—That, as we are now convened about re-

ceiving these distributions, so should an assembly

be appointed to consider of a general regulation of

the state, and particularly of a provision for our

military affairs ; and every citizen should discover

not only a just attention to all useful measures, but

a just alacrity to carry them into execution
; that so,

my countrymen, our hopes of good success may

depend upon ourselves, instead of being amused

with reports of this or that man’s exploits. Let all

the public treasures ; let all the funds for which

private foi’tunes are now so uselessly exhausted ; let

all those resources, which our allies afford, be equi-

tably distributed, and effectually applied; by the

soldier, to his support in time of action ; by the

man who hath passed the age of military duty, as a

recompence for his services in the administration of

bulions. The two proposals are, in effect and reality, the same,

but different in form : and this difference was siidicient for olud-

iJig the severity of the law. See Note voi, i. p. 63 , Olynth, II,



JO D E M O S T II R N n S ’ [Obat. XIV.

justice. Let the duties of the field be discliarged

by yourselves, duties too important to be entrusted

to others ; let your armies be comj)Osed of citizens ;

thus let them be paid and provided. So shall they

go on with vigour and success: “so shall your ge-

neral really command his forces; and so shall your

occupation be no longer to conduct the trials of

your oflicers, nor the result of all your measures

prove but (his—-an accuser ^ an impeachment, and

a criminal.

What (hen may be expected /j’om the measures

now proposed ? First, (hat the attachment of our al-

lies will be secured, not by garri.sons, but by making

their and our interests the same
;
then, tlnit our

generals, attended by their troops of foreigners, will"

“ In the I’liilippic orations wo find nolice frequently taken of

llir iiiisconthict of the Athenian geiioral.s, in employing their

forces not conforinahly to (heir instructions, l)ut in expeditions

neither appointed nor approved by their c ountry. I'his Denio.s-

thenes ever alVeets to ascribe principally to disobedience and

waut of di.sciplinc in the foreign forcc.s, and to the necessities

of the general ; which obliged him to procure, hy arms, that

[provision for his soldiers, which the state neglected to supply.

See uote vol. i. p. 15. on Philip. I.

^ An accuse}', &e. In the original

—

Such a moii, the soft of

such a man, hath impeached such a person

:

’o hhx tu tov

Alluding to the usual form of the hill or motion

preferred to the assend)ly, or to the judges, upon such occa-

sions.— I have here chosen to adhere to the iulerpretaliou of

WoLl ius; as suffieieiitly warranted by the original, as most

pertinent, and certaiidy most spirited.

When tlic .Athenians .sent to collect tlicir tribute from the de-

jiendent islands, they frequently employed an admiral, attended
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no longer Iiarass our confederates by tlicir depre-,

dations, without once daring to face the enemy ; (a

conduct by which all cmolunjcnts have centered in

these generals, but which hath loaded the state witli

odium and disgrace). On the contrary, by leading

out an army composed of citizens, they shall in-

flict that severity on our. enemies, hitherto directed

against our friends and allies.

But, besides these, there are other affairs which

demand your personal service. A war in our own
country must certainly be better supported by an army

of our own citizens : and for other purjioscs sucli

an army is absolutely necessary. Were it consistent

with your character, to sit down inactive, without

the least concern or interest in the afl'airs of Greece,

I should then use a different language. l?ut, now,

you affect the dignity of supreme commanders and

umpires in Greece : but yet, ihc forces to defend

and to preserve this superiority, you have not yet

j)rcparcd, nor arc solicitous to prepare. No ! by

with such a navy, as jfroved both a. burden and ii terror to the

islanders. When Phocion was appointed to sail with twenty

ships on such an oceasion, “ Why such a force V* saitl this hu-

mane. Athenian ;
“ If I am to meet enemies, it is insutheient ; if

“ 1 am sent to friends, a siuf^le vessel will serve/' And even

those allies who found themselves oblii^efl to implore tlie assist-

ance of llie Athenians against their enemies, fre(piently expe-

rienced more miserable eft'eets from tlie oppression and rapine

of their auxiliaries, than from the arms of their assailants. So

uolorioiis and odious was the avarice ol Chares, that when lie

led a4i army to the relief of Byzantium (a little before the dab;

of th is oration), the Byzantines shut their gates against liiiu.
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tribute. Sucii a pittance then, they must confess,

is adequate to their desert. But a just attention to

the objects 1 have mentioned, must have conse-

quences more valuable than all the wealth of Persia ;

—the exact regulation and appointment of a state

like thi.s, possessed of so gi’eat an infantry, of such

a navy, of such a cavalry, of such revenues.

But, wherefore do I mention these things ? For

this reason : There are men shocked at the thoughts

of obliging all our citizens to serve in war
;
but

tliore are none, who do not readily acknowledge,

that it is of the utmost moment to the stale, to be

duly regulated and perfectly provided. It is your

part, therefore, to begin here ; and to allow a full

freedom of speech to those who would urge the im -

portance of this point in its full force. If 3'ou be

convinced, that this is the proper time for consider-

ing of the necessary provisions, you may command

them when called to action. But, should you ima-

gine that such considerations may more properly

be deferred to some future occasion ; then must ye

be reduced to give up the time of execution to the

necessary preparations.

support, and for the purchase of their seats in the theatre. And

small as this largess was, yet, as the number ofsuch citizens was

great, and as the distribution seems to have been made daily, the

treasury must have been considerably exhausted by it. Nor arc

we warranted to suppose, that the people always confined their

demands to this sum. l‘}ntertainmeiits, processions, and religi.

ous ceremonies, aft'orded pretences for still farther demands.
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It may liavc been already asked, Atlienians! (not

by the majority of this assembly, but by certain per-

sons, who would burst with vexation should tliesc

measures be pursued,) “ Wliat real advantage have

“ we derived from the speeches of Demosthenes ?

“ He rises when he thinks proper ; he deafens us

” with his harangues : he declaims against the dc-
“ gcncracy of present times : he tells us of the vir-

tiies of our ancestors : lie transports us by his

“ airy extravagance : he puds up our vanity
;
and

then sils down.”—Hut, could these my sj)ecchcs

once gain an clVectual inlUicnce upon your minds,

so great would be the advantages conferred upon

my country, that, were I to attempt to speak them,

they would appear to many as visionary. Yet, still

I must assume the merit of doing some service, by

accustoming you to bear salutary trutbs. And, if

your counsellors be solicitous for any point of mo-

ment to their country, let them first cure your ears ;

for they are distempered ; and this, from the invete-

rate habit of listening to falsehoods, to every thing

rather than your real interests.

Thus it lately happened— (Let no man interrupt

me : let me have a patient hearing)— that some per-

sons broke into the treasury. The speakers all in-

stanly exclaimed, “ Our free constitution is overturn-

“ ed ; our laws are no more.” And now, ye men of

Athens
!
judge, if I speak with reason. They who

are guilty of this crime, justly deserve to die ; but,

by such ofienders, our constitution is not overturned.
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Ag’aiu, some oars* liavo been stolen from our arse-

nal. Stripes and tortures for the villain ! our
“ constitution is subverted !” This is the general

cry. But what is my opinion ? This criminal, like

® Some oars, v.'vc. Wo. cannot well suppose, tliat the depreda*

lions made in their naval stores were really so slight and incon-

siderable, a.s they are represented in these exteiiuatine^ terms. A
de sign had lately been concerted, ot‘a very nioinentons and alarm-

ing* nature, and an attempt made on the naval stores at Athens,

which Demosthenes himself laboured, wilh tin* utmost zeal, to

detect and punish. A man named Antiphohad been, lor some

time, consideretl as an Athenian citizen
;

till, by an examination

of the registers, he was found to be really a foreigner
;
was ac-

cordingly deprived of all the privileges of a native, ami driven,

with some ignominy, from the city. Enraged at this disgrace,

he went otV to Phili[), and to him proposed to steal privately into

Athens, and to set lire to the arsenal. The Macedonian, who
was neither delicate in the ehoice of his instruments, nor in the

means of distressing his enemies, listened readily to the propo-

sal of this hireling, and by bribes and promises encouraged him

to the attempt. Antipho repaired to Athens, and was lodged

in the port, ready to put his enterprize in execution, when

Demosthenes, who received timely intimation of tliis black de-

sign, flew to the Pirxns, seized and dragged the delimpient be-

fore an assembly of the people. Here the clamours of tin*

Macedonian party were so violent, that the accusation was

slighted, and Antipho dismissed without the foi inality of a trial.

He departed, triumphing in his escape, to jnirsue his designs

with greater confidence and security. Put the court of Areopa-

gus, whose peculiar province it was, to take the cognizance of

all matters of treason against the state, caused him to be again

seized and examined. Torture forced from him a full confession

of his guilt; and sentence of death was passed and executed upon

him.—This account we have from the oration on the Crown.

And the detection of so dangerous a design might have quick-

ened the vigilance of the people, and exasperated their resent-

ment 'against any the least attenjpis made on their military stores.
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the olhcrs, hath deserved to die : hwt, if some are

criminal^ our constitution is not therefore subverted.

There is no man \vl»o dares openly and boldly to

declare, in what case our constitution is subverted.

But 1 shall declare it. When you, Athenians ! be-

come an helpless rabble, without cojiduct, without

property, without arms, without order, without una-

nimity ; when neither general, nor any other per-

son, hath the least respect for your decrees ; when

no man dares to inform you of this your condition,

to urge the necessary reformation, much less to exert

his elforts to effect it—then is your constitution

subverted. And this is now the case.

But, O my fellow'-citizens ! a language of a dif-

ferent nature hath poured in upon us ; false, and

highly dangerous to the state. Such is that asser-

tion, that in your tribunals is your great security ;

that your right of suffrage is the real bulwark of

the constitution. That these tribunals arc our

common resource in all private contests, I acknow-

ledge : but, it is by arms we are to subdue our ene-

mies, by arms we are to defend our state. It is not

by our decrees that we can conquer. To those,

on the contrary, who fight our battles with success,

to those vve owe the power of decreeing, of trans-

acting all our affairs, without controul or danger.

In arms, then, let us be terrible ; in our judicial

transactions, humane.

If it be observed, that these sentiments are more

elevated than might be expected from iny character.
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the observation, 1 confess, is just. Whatever is said

about a state of such dignity, iijion affairs of such

importance, should appear more elevated tlian any

character. To your worth should it correspond,

not to that of the speaker. And now 1 shall inform

you wliy none of those, who stand high in your

esteem, speak in the same manner. Tlic candidates

for office and employment go about soliciting your

voices, the slaves of popular favour. To gain the

rank of general, is each man’s great concern
;
not

to fill this station with true manlike intrepidity.

Coinage if he possesses it, he deems unnecessary ;

for thus he reasons; he has the honour, the re-

nown of this city (o support him ; he finds himself

free from oppression and controul ; he needs but to

amuse you with fair hopes ; and thus he secures a

kind of inheritance in your emoluments. And he

reasons truly. lJut, do you yourselves once assume

the conduct of your own affairs ; and then, as you

take an equal share of duty, so shall you acquire an

equal share of glory. Now, your ministers and

public speakers, without one thought of directing

you faithfully to your true interests, resign them-

selves entirely to these generals. Formerly you di-

vided* into Cl.asses, in order to raise the supplies:

now the business of the Classes is to gain the

management of public affairs.- The orator is the

leader; the general seconds his attempts; the three

HUNDRED arc the assistants on each side ; and all

others take their parties, and serve to fill up the

* l^ormerb/ you divided

j

Ax. See Note^ on Olynth. I. p. 50,

VOL. II. C
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several facCiong. And you sec the consequences :

this man gains a statue
;

this amasses a fortune

;

one or two command the state ; while you sit down

unconcerned witnesses of tlicir success
; and, for an

uninterrupted course of case and indolence, give

them up those great and glorious advantages which

really belong to you.

And now, consider what was the conduct of our

ancestors in these particulars
;

(for, if wc would be

taught how' to act with dignity, we need not look

to other countries for examples
;
we have had them

in our own state.)—To Themistocles, who com-

manded in the sea-fight at Salamis ' ; to Miltiades,

the general at Marathon
;

to many others, who
surely never did such services as our present gene-

rals, they never once erected a brazen statue. These

men were never such darling favourites ; never were

deemed superior to their fellow-citizens. No, by the

gods! tlic Atbeuians of those days never would give

up their share in the honour of any noble action.

Nor is there a man that will say, the sea-fight of

Themistocles, at Salamis, but of the Athenians : not

® IFAo commanded in the sea-Ji^ki at Salamia, dc. Theiie are

tiic very expressions of the original
; and although the common

metonymical phrase [ITho gained the victory at Salamiii] might

appear less uncouth, and be more familiar to a modern ear,

yet I should have thought it unpardonable in the translation,

as it is a mode of d|>eakiug which Demosthenes studiously

avoids. And, indeed, had he been betrayed into it, he must

have exposed himself to all the ridicule of his acute and ob-

servant audience : for, in the very next sentence, he condemns

it as highly derogatory to the honour of his country.
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the cngngement at Marathon, by Miltiades, but by
the state. But now we are perpetually told, that

Timothcus took Corcyra
; that Iphicrates cut off the

detachment
; that Chabrias gained the naval victory

at Naxos. Thus, you seem to resign all your share

in these action.s, by those extravagant honours which
you heap upon your generals.

Such was the noble conduct of our ancestors in

rewarding citizens ; and such is your mistaken con-

duct. But, of honouring foreigners what have been
the methods ? To Mcnon the Pharsalian, who sup-

])Iied us with twelve talents of silver, in our war at

Eion, near Amphipolis, and reinforced us with two

hundred horsemen, of his own dependents, our an-

cestors never voted the freedoni of our city, but

^ This war at Eion, near Amphipolis, I am bold to assert, was

the same with that so particularly described by Thucydides, iu

the eighth, ninth, and tenth years of the Peloponnesian war

;

when the Lacedemonians, under the command of Brasidas, op-

posed the Athenians in this country ; although the historian,

who confined himself to the transactions of greatest import-

ance, makes no mention of this assistance afforded to the Athe-

nians by Menori the Pharsalian. This IVI^non I take to he the

same with the Thessalian of that name, who, in the fourth year

of tile ninety-fourth Olympiad, led a body of forces to the as-

sistance of Cyrus, against his brother Artaxerxes, according to

Diodorus and Xenophon. The circumstances of his supplying

the Athenians with money, and giving tiiein a body of horse,

exactly agree to two particulars in the character of that Menon

whom Xenophon describes: that it was his custom to court the

friendship of the powerful, that they might screen him from the

punishment due to his infamous practices : and, that he con-

stantly kept in his service a large body of forces ready to act

as he directed. Lucchksini.

c2
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only g'rantcd corlain immunities*. And in earlier

tirnes^ Pcrdiccas^ who reigned in Macedon ’ at the

* Certain immimitics, A niaiiiior of doing honour to these

men, whici), at the same time, expies.!>e(1 a high sense of the dig-

nity of their own city. For it supposed that these eminent per-

sonages might find it necessary to take up their residence foi*

some considerahle time at Athens, as sojourners. And, in order

to undeistaiid the nature of these imnuuiilies, wc must attend

to the situation of those MsTotxci, or sojourners. So were these

foreigners called, who settled at Athens, by j)ermission of the

Areopagus. Hero they were allowed to follow their occupations,

without disturbance
;
but had no share in the government; were

not intrusted with public othccs, nor voted in the assembly.

They were obliged to the performance of certain duties; as in the

festival celebrated in honour of Minerva, called Panathenaia, the

men were obliged to carry the c>«x<pxt, or little ships, which were

the signs of their foreign extraction, while the women bore the

vessels of water, and the umbrellas, to defend the

free-women from the w eather. This last custom, indeed, was in-

troduced in the insolence of the Athenian prosperity, after the

defeat of the Persians. Besides this, the men paid an annual tri-

bute of hvolvc drachmae. The women, who had no sons, paid six.

Such as had sons that paid, were excused. And this tribute was

exacted not only of those that dwelt in Athens, but of all that

betlle<l themselves in any town of Attica. This tribute, by the

interposition of Themistoelcs, was, for a time, remitted; but

seems to have been restored in coiisecpience of his disgrace: and,

upon any failure of payment, the delinquent was liable to be

seized, and sold as a slave,—Such of these sojourners as had been

remarkably serviceable to the public, were honoured, by edict,

with an Immunity from all impositions and duties, except such

as were required of the free-born citizens. Hence this honour was

called 'icroTi^oa, and 'At/aho. (the expression of the text). To
foreigners of eminence, sucli immunities might have extended

even to an exemption from certain duties^ to which citizens theiii-

aelvcs w ere obliged. For immunities of this kind were frequently

granted, so as to occasion complaints and remonstrances.

^ Perdiccas, who reigned in Macedon, Arc. According to He-
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time of the barbarians’ invasion, who fell on tlie

barbarians in tlicir retreat from the slaughter of

Platm, and completed the ruin of the KING, they

never voted the freedom of the city ; they but

granted him immunities : thoroughly persuaded

that the honour of being a citizen of Athens was
too exalted, too illustrious, to be purchased by any

services. Hut now, my countrymen, it is exposed

to common sale : the most abandoned of mankind,

the slaves “ of slaves arc admitted to pay down the

price, and at once obtain it. And such difference

of conduct doth not arise from tliis, that you arc na-

turally less excellent tlian your ancestors ; but from

rodotus, Alexander, tlie son of Amynlas, was king of Maccdoii

at the time of the Persian war. And therefore we may suppose,

with the Italian commentator, Ihut this Pcrdiccas was one of the

royal family, and governed one of those districts into which

Macedon was divided in the earlier times. Nor arc we to won-

der, that this action of the Macedonian has been passed over

in silence by the historians, as it was not very considerable,

when compared with the great events of the Persian war.

* The slaves, S^c. The freedom of the city was, by the con-

stitution of Atlicns, conferred only by the voices of the people ;

nor was their act valid, unless confirmed in a subsequent as-

sembly by the votes of more than six thousand Athenians, by

ballot, (as we learn from the oration of Demosthenes against

Neacra ;) but now their poverty had made them much less de-

licate. And we learn from Atheiiaeus, that they had about this

time conferred the freedom of their city (this compliment, in

former times, scarcely vouchsafed to kings and potentates) on

two men whose only pretence of merit was, that their falher

had .been famous for improving the art of cookery. Such a

scandalous prostitution of their honours fully justifies all the

severity of Demosthenes.
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those truly noble sentiments which they were ac-

customed to entertain, and which you have lost.

For it is not possible that men, engaged in low and

grovelling pursuits, can be possessed with great and

generous thoughts. Just as those, who act with

dignity and honour, cannot harbour any mean and

abject thought. Whatever be their course of con-

duct, such must men’s sentiments ever prove.

And now, let us take one general view of the ac-

tions performed by our ancestors, and by ourselves ;

that by such comparison, we may learn to excel

ourselves. Five-and-forty years did they govern

Greece, with general consent. More than ten

thousand talents did they collect into our treasury.

Many and noble monuments did they erect, of vic-

tories by land and sea, which are yet the objects of

our applause. And be assured, that tliey erected

these, not to be viewed in silent wonder, but that

you might be excited to emulate the virtues of those

who raised them. Such was their conduct. Say

then, can we, though seated thus securely above

all opposition, boast of any actions like these ?

Have we not lavished more than one thousand five

hundred talents on every Grecian state that pleaded

their distress ; and all to no purpose ? Have we not

exhausted all our private fortunes, all the revenues

of our state, all we could c.\act from our confede-

rates ? The allies which we gained by arms, have

they not been given up in our treaties?—Yes! in

these particulars, it is granted, that our ancestors

excelled us ; but there are others in which we are
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superior.—Far from it!—Sliall we pursue the com-

parison ? The edifices tliey have left to us, their

decorations of our city, of our temples, of our har-

bours, of all our public structures, are so numerous

and so magnificent, that their successors can make
no addition. Look round you to their vestibules,

tlicir arsenals, their porticoes, and all those honours

of our ci(y, which they transmitted to us. Yet,

were the private liabitations of the men of eminence,

in those times, so moderate, so consonant to that

equality, the characteristic of our constitution, that,

if any one of you knows the house of Themistocles,

of Cimon, of Aristides, of Miltiades, or of any of

the then illustrious personages, he knows that it is

not distinguished by the least mark of grandeur.

Hut now, ye men of Athens I as to public works, the

state is satisfied, if roads be repaired, if water be

supplied, if walls be whitened, if any trifle be pro-

vided. Not that I blame those who have executed

such works. No ! I blame you who can think so

meanly as to be satisfied with such fruits of their

administration. Then, in private life, of the men
who have conducted our affairs, some have built

bouses, not only more magnificent than those of

other citizens, but superior to our public edifices ;

others have purchased and improved an extent of

land greater tlian all their dreams of riches ever

presented to their fancies.

And here lies the great source of these errors.

Formerly, all power and authority were in the

people. Happy was it for any individual, if they
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vouchsafed him a share of honours, employments,

or emoluments. But now, on the contrary, indi-

viduals are the. masters of all advantages, the di-

rectors of all affairs
;

wliilst the j)cople stand in the

mean rank of their servants and assistants ; fully

satisfied, if these men vouchsafe to grant them some

small share of their abundance.

To such a state have we been reduced by those

means, tliat if a man nere to peruse your decrees,

and then distinctly to examine your actions, he

could not persuade himself, that the same people

had been authors of both. Witness the decrees you

made against the accursed IMcgarearis % who had

possessed themselves of the consecrated ground ;

that you would march out, that you would oppose

them, that you would not permit such sacrilege.

Witness your decrees about the Phliasian exiles

® This instance of tlie impiety of the Megareans, of whom
Dcmostliciies here atfects to speak with so much detestation,

probably liajipeued about the time, and was the occasion of

the einbassy of Aiithcmocritus, of whom mention is made in

Philip’s letter to tlic Athenians. Lucchesini.

b As this affair is not mentioned in history, and but slightly

hinted at by Demosthenes, it recpjires some pains to investigate

it. The Phliasians had ever been in open or secret enmity

with the Argives; while the one endeavoured to support their

independency, the other, to reduce their city, which they re-

garded as a part of their own (criitory. In the third year of

the hundred-and-lirst Olympiad, certain Phliasians who had

been banished, formed a conspiracy with some kinsmen who
still continued in the city, in order to betray it to the Argivr.s.

It was attacked vigorously by night, and the enemy, with* the

utmost difficulty, repelled. This attempt exasperated each
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that you would support them ; that you would not

abandon? them to their assassins ; that you would

call on those of the Peloponnesians who were in-

clined to unite with you in their cause. These were

all noble declarations ; these were just; these were

worthy of our state. Not so the execution. Thus
your decrees serve but to discover your hostile dis-

positions
;
your enemies never feel tlieir effects.

The resolutions of your assemblies fully express the

dignity of 3'our country ; but that force, which

should attend these resolutions, you do not possess.

It is, in iny opinion, your only alternative
;
(and

let it not raise your indignation ;) either to entertain

sentiments less elevated, and to confine your atten-

tion to your own affairs, or to arm yourselves with

greater force. If this assembly were composed of

the inhabitants of some obscure and contemptible

islands, I should advise you to think less highly.

But, as you are Athenians, I must urge you to in-

crease your force. For it is shameful, O my coun-

trymen ! it is shameful to desert that rank of magna-

nimity, in which our ancestors have placed us. Could

we descend to such a thought, it would be impos-

sible to Avithdraw our attention from the affairs of

party, and produced various quarrels and hostilities. And
whether these were suspended, or continued down to the date

of this oration, it seems to admit of no doubt, that the Argives

and Arcadians, supported by the king of Macedon, made war

on the Phliasians, restored the exiles and drove out tliose citi-

zens who had opposed their interest ; and that these citizens,

(liii.s oppressed and expelled, implored the assistance of the

Athenians, and received those magnificent promises and decrees

which tlie orator here mentions. Lucchilsini.
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Greece. We have ever acted greatly and nobly

;

those who are our friends it would be scandalous to

desert ; our enemies we cannot trust ; nor must we

suffer them to become powerful. In a word, we see

in this city, that the men who have engaged in the

public administration, even when they wish to retire,

cannot resign their charge. This is your case
;
you

arc the ministers in Greece.

This, then, is the sum of what hath now been

offered. Your speakers never can make you cither

bad or good ; you can make them whatever you

please. You are not directed by their opinions ; for

they have no opinion, but what your inclinations

dictate. It is your part, therefore, to be careful

that your inclinations be good and honourable.

Then shall all be well. Your speakers either must

never give pernicious counsels ; or, must give them

to no purpose ; when such counsels have no longer

any influence in this assembly *.

, These representations of Demosthenes were so far success-

ful, that, early in the following year, the assembly repealed that

scandalous law of Eubulus, which denounced death against any

person who should projjose the alienation of the theatrical ap-

pointments ; and the orator himself had the honour of intro-

ducing a decree for applying them to the military service ; to

which the people consented, when it was too late to derive any

considerable advantages from this reformation.

END or THE ORATION ON THE REOULATION OF THE STATE.
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INTRODUCTION.

It was not originally m3' intention to have

translated either of the following* orations : nor is

it from any alteration in my opinion, but from a

deference to that of others, that 1 have presented

this, on the Halonesus, to the English reader, in

order to give him an opportunity of comparing it

with the others, and of judging for himself, whe-

ther it is to be admitted among the genuine remains

of our orator, or to be rejected as unworthy of his

abilities, although apparently received and quoted

by the ancient critics.

This oration takes its title from an island called

Halonesus, which one Sostratus, a pirate, had some

time since taken from the Athenians, and which

Philip, having driven out this pirate, now claimed

as his property. This was regarded at Athens, as

an infraction of the treaty lately concluded, (of

which some account hath been given in the In-

troduction to the Oration on the Peace ;) and, toge-

ther with some other transactions of the Macedo-

nian, prince, produced complaints and jealousies
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amongst the Athenians, which were deemed, by

their rival, of too much consequence to be neg-

lected. Python, one of his most able partisans,

was dispatched to Athens, to obviate all objections

to the sincerity and integrity of his conduct.

In order to corroborate tbe representations of

this ambassador, Philip found it expedient to write

a letter to the Athenians; which, although ad-

dressed immediately to this people, was intended

as a kind of manifesto to all Greece. This letter,

among other pieces of the same kind, which miglit

have done honour to the abilities of the Macedo-

nian, is unhappily lost to posterity ; but the general

contents of it are distinctly pointed out in the fol-

lowing oration, which contains a regular and me-

thodical answer to this letter.
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ORATION

OK

THE IIALONESUS.

Sosigenes, Arclioii—Olympiad 109. An, 3.

Men of Athens it is by no means reasonable,

that the complaints, which Philip urg'es against

those speakers who assert your rights, should de-

• The oration, as hath been already observed, plainly points

out to us the several allegations, and apologies for Philip’s con-

duct, contained in the letter which occasioned the present

debate. And this exordium as plainly shews, that, to these

allegations, the Avriter added some strong remonstrances,

against the severity and indecency witli which some speakers

in the assembly had, on many occasions, treated the character

of the king of Maeedon; and demanded that some restraint

should be laid on their insolence. The author of the oration,

artfully enough, considers this as an attempt to controul that

freedom of speech and debate, which was the sacred right of

every, even the meanest, citizen. It was the privilege, as we

may call it, of the assembly ;
and therefore is with propriety

asserted, previous to the consideration of any other particular.
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prive us of the liberty of enforcing' the true interests

of our country. Grievous, itulced, would be the

case, if the freedom of our public debates were to

be at once destroyed by a letter sent from him-

It is niy present purpose, first, to examine, the se -

veral allegations mentioned iti this letter : then shall

we proceed to the other particulars urged by his

ambassadors.

Philip begins with speaking of the Ilalonesus :

this island he declares, is his ; that he j)resents it to

us as a free gift
; that we have no rightful claim to

it ; nor hath he injured our property, cither in ac-

quiring or in keeping possession of it. Such were,

his professions at the time when we were sent on our

embassy to Macedon
;

that he had won this island

from the pirates who had seized it, and was, there-

fore, justified in keeping his acquisition. But, a.s

this plea hath no support from truth and justice, it

is not difficult to deprive him of it. The places,

seized by pirates, are ever the property of some

others ;
these they fortify, and from thence make

their excursions. But the man who punishes their

outrages, and drives them out, cannot reasonably

allege, that the possessions, which these pirates un-

justly wrested from the rightful proprietors, must

instantly devolve to him. If this be sulfered, then,

if some pirates should seize a part of Attica, or of

Lemnos, or of Imbros, or of Scyros, and if any

power should cut them off, the places which they

had seized, though our undoubted property, must

continue in his possession, whose arms chastised
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these pirates. Philip is himself sensible of the

weakness of tliis plea. Tlierc are others equally

sensible of this ; but it is imagined easy to impose

on you by means of those who are administering; our

alVairs agreeably to the wishes of the Macedonian ;

who promised him, and are now performing this

service. Yet he cannot but know, that we must

come into possession of this island, in whatever

terms our transaction may be expressed, whether

you accept it, or resume it\ Why then should he

^ Accept it or resume it, "'Av ti Xu^tiTs, uv r aTroXaC^jn. This

was a distinction sug<;cstc<l and asserted by DeinostUeiics, as we

learn from a passage in the oration of TEschines against Ctesi-

))hon, whore it is ridiculed as frivolous and litigious. But (as

INIons. Tourreil observes on that passage) tlie Athenians had

most important reasons to examine which of these two terms

they used in their convention with Philip. For, according to

the choice of one or the other term, their right to the Ilalonesus

was established or destroyed. The king of Maccdon consented

to put them in possession of the island ; he declared that he

would gire it to them. If then the Athenians were to answer

that they accepted of it (as a gift or favour), by this they must

acknowledge, that Philip was the rightful proprietor of the island.

It \uis tliereforc insisted tliat this prince should declare that he

restored it ; while the Athenians, on their part, declared that

they resumed it
; which plainly implied that the Macedonians

liad usurped their right, and that they were truly and justly cn-

litldl to the Ilalonesus. Yet however reasonable and necessary

such precision may appear, and particularly in transactions

with a prince of so much aildress and artifice as Philip, yet the

ridicule of iFschines had some effect. And, a man who disputes

about the ivords giving or restoring, became a proverbial phrase

to express a person of an obstinate adherence to nice and frivo-

lous distinctions. The comic poets did not a little contribute

to introduce this proverb into fashion. Athena^ns (piotes a

VOL. II. D
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not use the fair and equitable term, and restore it

;

rather tiian adhere to tliat word which proves his in-

justice, and pretend to present it as a gift ? Not that

he may be supposed to confer a benefit upon us

(such benefits are ridiculous), but that he may de-

monstrate to all Greece, that the Athenians think

themselves happy in owinj^ their maritime dominions

to the favour of the Macedonian. O my country-

men ! let us not descetid to this.

As to tliis proposal of submitting tliis contest to

umpires, it is the language of <lerision and mockery.

It supposes, in the first place, that we, who are

Athenians, could, in our disputc.s, with one sprung

from Pella, descend to liavc our title to the islands

determined by arbitration. And if our own power,

that power to which Greece owes its liberty, cannot

secure us the possession of these places ; if umpires

are to be appointed, if we arc to commit our cause

to them ;
if their votes are absolutely to decide our

rights, and if they arc to secure to us these islands,

(provided* fhattliey be influenced by Philip’s gold ;)

number of fragments, in \vlueh we find that Alexis, Anaxilas,

and Timoclcs, employed it to heighten the humour aud plea-

santry of their performance.^ : and Athenseus himself makes use

of it, in the beginning of the sixth hook.

* Provided, &c. Aeschines asserts, in the oration again.st

Ctesiphon, that, in the present debate, Demosthenes declared

that no impartial arbitrators could be found in Greece, so

general had been the influence of corruption,—If Demosthenes

was really the author of (his oration, we must suppose that the

assertion of his rival wa.s founded on the insinuation contained

in the passage here quoted.
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if such, I say, be your conduct, do ye not declare,

that ye liavc resigned all your power on tlie conti-

nent ? Do ye not discover to llie world, that no at-

tempt can possibly provoke you to oppose him;

when for your maritime dominions, whence Athens

derives its greatest power, you have not recourse to

arms, but submit to innpircs ?

He farther observes, that his commissioners have

been sent hither to settle a cartel of commerce*;
and, that this shall be confirmed, not when it hath

received the sanction of your tribunal, as the law

directs, but when it bath been returned to him.

Thus would he assume a power over your judica-

ture. llis intention is to betray you into unguarded

concessions, to have it expressly acluiowledged in

this cartel, that you do not accuse him of injuring

the state by his outrageous conduct, with respect to

Potidaea ;
that you confirm his right both of seizing

and possessing this city. And yet, those Athenians

who had settled in Potidaca, at a time when they

were not at war with Philip, when they were united

with him in alliance ; when the most solemn en-

g-agements subsisted between them, when they had

^ A cm'tel of commerce. The word thus rendered [<xvfjLQo>M\,

is explained by lexicographers, as denoting (among many other

particulars) certain conventions [<Tt;%9nxa?] settled between two

states, as a rule for the decision of all differences wliich might

arise in tiioir commercial intercourse with each other. The

particular nature, force, effects, and consequences, of such

conventions, the translator cannot take on him to explain dis-

tinctly
; nor, of consequence, the force and propriety of the

speaker’s argument in this passage.

D 2
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the utmost reliance on Philip’s oaths, were yet de-

spoiled by this prince of all their possessions. vVnd

now, he would have you ratify this his iniquitous

procedure, and declare that you have sulVered no

injury, that you have no complaints to urge against

him. For, that the Macedonians have no need of

any cartels in their commerce with the Athenians,

former times afford sufficient proof. Neither Amyn-
tas, the father of Philip, nor any of the other kings

of Macedon, ever made these cartels with our slate,

although our intercourse was much greater in those

days than now : for Macedon was then subject to

us, it paid us tribute “
;
and then, much more than

now, did we freijucnt their markets, and they enjoy

the advantages of ours ; nor were the tribunals to

which afl’airs of commerce might be brought, settled

in so regular a manner as at present. As these

are opened once in each month, they make all

cartels between two countries, so far removed from

each other, quite unneces.sary. And, as these were

not agreeable to ancient usage, it is by no means

* I do not roiiieiubtT to have met with any particular account

of Macedon bcin*^ at any time tributary to Athens, but in Dcmo.s-

thenes. Eurydice, tlie mother of Ehilij), was indeed obliged lo

implore the protection of Ipliicrates the Athenian. Wolfius.

Tourreil, in his notes on the second Olynthiac oration, dates

the period of the Macedonians being in this tributary stale from

the establishment of the Athenian colony at Amphipolis, under

Agnoii the son of Nicias, (about forty-eight years before the

Peloponnesian war), to the fifth or sixth year of this war, when

Brasidas the Lacedemonian drove the Athenians from the fron-

tier* of Macedon. But this is no more than the conjecture of

the critic, founded on the authority of the present passage.
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prudent to establish them now ; and thus to subject

men to the inconvenience of a voyage from Macedon
to Athens, or from us to Macedon, in order to obtain

justice. The laws of each country arc open ;
and

they are suflicient for tlie decision of all coRjtrover-

sies. IJc assured, therefore, that by this cartel, he

means but to betray you into a resignation of all

your pretensions to Potidma.

As to the j)irates, he observes, that justice re-

ejuires tliat we sliould act in concert with him, in

order to guard against those who infest tlie seas.

Uy this, he in ert’cct desires, that we should resign

to him the sovereignty of the seas, and acknowledge,

that, without Philip’s aid, avc are not able to secure

a navigation free and unmolested. Nor is this his

only scheme. He would have an uncontrolled

liberty of sailing round, and visiting the several

islands, under the pretence of defending them from

pirates: that so he may corrupt the inhabitants,

and seduce them from their allegiance to ns. Not

contented with transporting his exiles to Thasus*,

under the conduct of our commanders, he would

gain possession of the other islands, by sending out

his ileets, to sail in company with our admirals, as

if united with us in the defence of the seas. There

are some who say, that he hath no occasion for a

maritime power
:
yet he, who hath no occasion to

• Tills must have ha|)j)eiic(l immediately' after their treaty

witli Macedon, before tliey found any reason to complain of

the iijbidious conduct of Philip with respect to this treaty.
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secure such a power, prepares his ships for war,

erects his arsenals, concerts his naval expeditions,

and, by the vast expense bestowed upon his marine,

plainly shews that it is the grand object of his atten-

tion. And can you think, ye men of Athens ! that

Philip could desire you to yield to him this sove-

reignty of the seas, unless he held you in contempt?

unless he had firm reliance on the men whose ser-

vices he determined to purchase ? the men who, in-

sensible to shame, live for Philip, not for their coun-

try ; who vainly fancy they have enriched their fami-

lies by the bribes received from him ; when these

bribes are really the prices for which they have sold

their families.

And now, with respect to the explanation of the

articles of the peace, which the ambassadors, com-

missioned by him, submitted to our determination,

(as we insisted only on a point universally acknow-

ledged to be just, that each party should enjoy

THEIR OWN DOMINIONS,) lic dciiics, that CVCT liis

ambassadors were commissioned (o make, or ever

did make, such a concession
;
so that his partisans

must have persuaded him, that you have utterly

forgotten the declarations made publicly in the

assembly. But these of all things cannot possibly

be forgotten. For, in the very same assembly, his

ambassadors arose, and made these declarations;

and, in consequence of them, the decree was in-

stantly drawn up. As then the recital of the de-

cree immediately succeeded the speeches of the am-

bassadors, it is not possible that you could have re-
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cited their declarations falsely. Tliis then is an in-

sinuation not against me, but against the assembly ;

as if you had transmitted a decree, containing an

answer to points never once mentioned. But these

ambassadors, whose declarations were thus falsified,

at the time wlien we returned our answer in form,

and invited them to a public entertainment, never

once rose up, never once ventured to say, “ Men of

“ Athens, we have been misrepresented
;
you have

“ made ns say, what we never said but acquiesced,

and departed.

Recollect, I entreat you, the declarations of

Python, who was at the head of this embassy ;
the

man, who then received the public thanks of the

assembly. They cannot, 1 presume, have escaped

your memory. And they were exactly consonant

to Philip’s present letter. He accused us of calum-

niating Philip; he declared, that you yourselves

were to be blamed ;
for, when his master was en-

deavouring to do you service, when he preferred

your alliance to that of any other of the Grecian

states, you defeated his kind intentions, by listening

to sycophants ;
who wished to receive his money,

and yet loaded him with invectives : that when

those speeches were repeated to him, in which his

reputation was so severely treated, and which you

heard with such satisfaction ; he naturally changed

his determination, as he found that he was regarded

as devoid of faith, by those whom he had resolved

to oblige. He desired, that the men who spoke in

this assembly, should not declaim against the peace,
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which certainly was not to be broken : but that, if

any article was amiss, it should be amended, in

which we might be assured of Pliilip’s entire con-

currence. But that, if they continued their invec-

tives, without proposing any thing by which the

treaty might be confirmed, and all suspicions of his

master removed ; then no attention should be given

to such men. You heard these declarations of Py-

thon
;
you assented

;
you said that they were just

:

and just they certainly were. But, by these profes-

sions, it was by no means intended to give up an

article* of the treaty so essential to his interest; to

give up what all his treasures had been expended to

obtain : no; he had been taught by his instructors,

of this place, that not a man would dare to propose

any thing contradictory to that decree of Philocrates,

by which we lost Atnphipolis. I, on my part,

Athenians ! never have presumed to j)ropose any

thing illegal. I have, indeed, ventured to speak

against the decree of Philocrates, because it was

illegal. For this decree, by which Amphipolis was

lost, contradicted former decrees, by which our

* j4n article, ilc. That i.s, to give up Anii>liip<)Iis, wliicli was

claimed oncach side by virtue of thatelause, wliieh declared, that

the coiitraeting powers should keep all their several dominions.

Pliilip was now in possession of this city. Tlie right of the Athe-

nians had been at first asserted in the congress held for settling

the terms of the peace ; but this point «as afterwards given up.

Yet now we find it was revived; at least, that the sjH’akers who

opposed the Macedonian interest, endeavoured to persuade the

people, that the cession lately made was illegal, and that the ge-

neral clause should be explained in favour of the Athenian claim

to Amphipolis,
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right to tills territory was asserted. This then was

an illegal decree which Philocrates proposed. And,

therefore, he, who had the due regard to our laws

in all that he proposed, could not but contradict a

decree so inconsistent with our laws. By conform-

ing to the ancient legal acts of tliis assembly, I

showed the due attention to the laws, and, at the

same time proved that Philip was deceiving you ;

that he had no intention of amending any article of

the treaty ; that his sole purpose was to destroy the

credit of those speakers, who asserted the rights of

their country.

It is then manifest, that, having first consented

to this amendment of the treaty, lie now recalls his

concession. He insists, that Amphipolis is his;

that you have acknowledged it to be his, by the

very words of your decree, which declare, that he

shall enjoy his own possessions. Such was, indeed,

your declaration : but, not that Amphipolis was

Philip's. For a man may possess the property of

others ;
nor can possession infer a right since it is

frequently acquired by unjust usurpation. So that

his argument is no more than an idle, sophistical

equivocation. He insists particularly on the decree

of Philocrates : but he forgets his letter to this state,

at the time when he laid siege to Amphipolis ; in

which, he directly acknowledged that Amphipolis

belonged to you, and declared that his intention in

attacking this city, was to wrest it from the then pos-

sessors, who had no claim to it, and to vest it in the

Athenians, who were the rightful sovereigns. Well
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then ! The men who W’crc in possession of this city

before Philip's conquest, usurped our right: but

when Philip had reduced it, did our right cease at

once ? Did he but recover his own dominions ?

When he reduced Olyntiuis also, when he subdued

Apollonia, when he gained Pallene, did he but re-

cover his own dominions?—When lie makes use of

such evasion, can you think that he is at all soli-

citous to preserve a decent semblance of reason and

justice? No; he treats you with contempt, in pre-

suming to dispute your title to a city, which the

whole nation of Greece, which the Persian King

himself, by the most authentic declarations, ac-

knowledged to be ours.

Another amendment of the treaty which wc

contended for, was this; that all the Greeks, n<Jlt

included in the peace, should enjoy their liberty

and their laws: and that, if invaded, they should be

defended by all the confederating parties. For this,

1 say, we contended ; sensible that justice and hu-

manity required, not only that we and our allies,

and Philip and his allies, should enjoy the advan-

tages of the peace, but that those who were neither

allies to Athens, nor to Macedon, should by no

means lie exposed to the operation of any power-

ful invader. That they also should derive security

from the peace ; and that we should in reality lay

down our arms, and live in general friendship and

tranquillity. This amendment his letter confesses

to be just: you hear that he accepts it. And yet

hath he overturned the state of the Phermuns ; he
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hath introduced his garrison into the citadel ; cer-

tainly that they may enjoy their own laws. His

arms are directed against Ambracia. Three cities

in Cassopia, Pandosia, Bucheta, and Elatia, alt Elean

colonies hath he invaded with fire and sw'ord, and

seduced to the vassalage of his kinsman Alexander*.

Glorious proofs of his concern for the liberty and

independence of the Greeks !

As to those promises of great and important ser-

vice, which he was perpetually lavishing- on the

state, he now asserts, that I have belied and abused

him to the Greeks : for that he never once made
such promises. So devoid of shame is he, who de-

clared in his letter, which still remains upon record,

that he would effectually silence his revilers, when
an accommodation was once obtained ; by the

number of good offices he would confer upon us,

and which should be particularly specified, when-

ever he was assured of such an accommodation.

These liis favours, then, were all provided, and

ready to be granted to us when the peace should be

concluded ; but when this peace was once conclu-

ded, all his favours vanished. How great havoc

hath been made in Greece, you need not be in-

formed. His letters assure us of his gracious inten-

* This Alexander was ihe brother of Olympias, Philip’s wife,

and had been placed on the throne of Epirus by the interest

and power of the Macedonian. The three cities here called

Elean colonies, might have possibly been thus disposed of,

with the consent of Elis, where the power, and inflMciicc of

Phihp were in etfcct absolute.
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lions to bcsiow larg-e benefits, upon us. And now,

see tlie cflect of bis promises. He refuses to restore

our dominions ; he claims them as his own. And,

as to g^ranting’ us any new dominions, tliey must not

be in this country. No ; the Greeks miglit else be

offended. Some other country must be sought for,

some foreign land must furnish such grants.

As to tliose places which he .seized in time of

peace, in open violation of his engagements
;

as he

hath no pretence to urge, as he stands convicted

manifestly of injustice, he says, that he is ready to

submit these points to the decision of an equal and

common tribunal. But they are points which, of

all others, need no decision. A fair computation of

time determines the cause at once. AVe all know

in what month, and on what day, the peace was

made. We all know, too, in what month, and on

what day, Serrium, Ergiske, and the Sacred Mount

were taken. The nature and manner of these trans-

actions are no secret. Nor is there need of a tribu-

nal in a point so evident as this, that the peace was

made one month before these places were seized.

He asserts, that he hath returned all your prison-

ers that were taken. Yet there was one prisoner, a

man of Carystus *, bound to this city by ail the strict-

* Wolfius is inclined to think, that this was the name of the

prisoner. But I have chosen to translate the passaf^e in this

manner, as there was a town in the island of Eubo-a known by

the name of Carystus. The name or the eountry of .this man

are, indeed, cireuinstances of no moment; and should there be
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est tics, for whose lil)erty we sent no less than three
deputations. Such was Philip s desire to oblige us,

that he put this man to death
;
nay, refused to re-

store his body for interment.

It is also worthy of attention to consider what
was the language of his letters with respect to the
Cliersonesus, and to compare it with his present ac-
tions. All that district which lies beyond the Poriim,
he claims as his own, in defiance of our pretensions,

and hath given the possession to Apollonides the

Cardian. And yet the Cliersonesus is bounded not

by the Forum, but by the altar of Jupiter of the

Mountain, which lies in mid-way between the elm,

and the chalky shore, where the line Avas traced, for

cutting through the Cliersonesus \ This is evident,

from the inscription on the altar of Jupiter of the

Mountain, which is in these terms :

IIKUE, JOVE’S lAlU ALTAR, RAIS’D BY PIOUS HANDS,
ADORNS, AT ON(’K, AND MARKS THE NEKiHB’RING LANDS;
ON THIS SIDE, LO, YON CHALKY CLIFFS DISPLAY’D!

ON THAT, THE ELM fIXTENDS ITS AWFUL SHADE;
WHILST, IN MID-WAY, k’eN HEAV’n’s GREAT MONARCH

DKKiNS

TO POINT tub; BOUND’RIES, AND DIVIDE THE PLAINS.

This district then, whose extent is known to

a niisfakc in the translation, tlie learned reader can scarcely

tiiid it worth while to detect or to censure it.

^ A work which Philip had promised to execute at his own
expense, (as is mentioned in tlio secoml Philippic,) for the conve-

nience and expedition of commerce, which was frequently inter-

ruplctl by the length of time spent in doubling Mount Athus,

and sailing round the Cliersonesus; or by contrary winds.
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many in this assembly, he claims as his property :

part of it he himself enjoys, tlie rest he gives to his

creatures : and thus he deprives us of our most

valuable possessions. But he is not content with

wresting from us all the lands which lie beyond the

Forum : this letter directs us to come to a judicial

decision of any controversy we may have with the

Cardians who lie on this side of the b'orum ;

—

with the Cardians, I say, who have presumed to

settle in our lands. We have, indeed, a controversy

with these men ; and judge ye, whether the subject

be inconsiderable. The lands, wlicre they have

settled, tliey claim as their just properly, and deny

our title. The lands that we enjoy, tlicy declare arc

unlawfully usurped ; that (hey themselves arc the

rightful proprietors ; and that their right was ac-

knowledged by a decree proposed by yonr own citi-

zen Calippus, of the Pteanean tribe. He did, in-

deed, propose such a decree: for which he was “,

by me, impeached of an illegal proceeding : but you

suffered him to escape ; and thus was your title to

thc.se lands rendered disputable and precariou.s.

But, if you am submit to a judicial decision of your

disputes with the Cardians, what should prevent the

other inhabitants of the Chersonesus from demand-

ing the like trial ?

With such insolence doth he treat you, that he

presumes to say, that, if the Cardians refuse to be

* The author of this oration aifirins, that Calippu.s was im-

peached by him of violating the laws. But il is certain, that

Hegesippus, and not Demosthenes, \va.s the author of this im-

peachment.—Ll B A N I us.
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determined by a judicial process, he will compel

them. As it' we were not able to compel even the

Cardians to do us justice. An extraordinary in-

stance this of his regard to Athens.

Yet there are men among you who declare, that

this letter is very reasonable; men much more de-

serving of your abhorrence than Philip. His oppo-

sition to this state is actuated by the love ofglory and

power: but citizens of Athens, who devote them-

selves not to their country, but to Philip, should

feel that vengeance which it must be your part to

indict with all severity, unless your brains have for-

saken your heads, and descended to your heels *.

It remains, that I propose such an answer to this

so reasonable letter, and to the declarations of the

ambassadors, as may be just, and advantageous to

the state'’.

* This remarkable passage, which has been so much censured

by critics, is here translated pretty exactly, without any at-

tempt to soften the boUlness and severity of the original. And
it i.s left to tile reader to compare with the expressions of

greatest freedom, in those remains of Demosthenes whicli are

confessedly genuine. A^lschines has, indeed, recorded some

expressions of our author, equally rude and disgusting : such

was his threat, that he would seiv up Philip's mouth with a

hulLrushf &c. lint it is certain, that in all his addresses to the

assembly, even where he censures and inveighs with the great-

est freedom and severity, he still discovers a remarkable atten-

tion to decorum ;
and, sometimes, tempers his reproof with the

most artful and delicate flattery.

** The deputies who presented Philip’s letter, seem to have

been dismissed without any satisfactory answer. And, by the

eagerness with which the people now listened to the leaders
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who opposed the Macedonian interest, it appeared plainly,

that the influence of Philip’s partisans was declining;. So that

Demosthenes judged it a favourable opportunity to prefer an

accusation against his rival iEschines, for fraud and cornij^tion

in his late conduct of the treaty concluded with Philip ; which

produced the two orations on the subject of their euibassy.

END OF rni: uka i ion on thf ii alon i.si s.
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INTRODUCTION.

Thr death of Philip, king of Macedoii, was an

event, at first, judged fatal to tlie interest of that

kingdom ; which gave the Athenians hopes of re-

covering llieir superiority, and encouraged them to

form some confederacies against liis successor, whose

spirit and abilities were not yet completely dis-

covered.

It is not here necessary to recount the actions

of this prince, on his accession to the throne.

It may be sufficient to observe, that a treaty had

been concluded by his father with tlic Greeks, and

was by him confirmed ; in which it was provided,

that the laws, privileges, and liberties of the several

slates, should be secured and confirmed. But such

engagements arc seldom found sufficient to restrain

a violent youthful ambition. The Macedonian was

soon emboldened to discover his contempt of this

treaty, by acting in several instances contrary to its

articles. The Athenians, who still retained some

remains of their ancient spirit, resented these his

infractions. An assembly was convened to take the

treaty into consideratioji, and to determine on the

proper method of procedure, in consequence of

e2
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Alexander’s conduct. On thi.s occasion was the

following oration delivered, which contains a dis-

tinct specification of the several instances of viola-

tion now complained of.

Critics seem willing to ascribe this oration to

Ilegesippus, or to Hyperides. It is observed, that

the style is diffuse, languid, and disgraced by some

affected phrases; and, that the whole composition

by no means breathes that spirit of boldness and

freedom which appears in the orations of Demos-

thenes. But these differences may possibly be

accounted for, without ascribing it to another

author. Dejection and vexation, a consciousness

of the fallen condition of his country, despair and

terror at the view of the Macedonian power, might

have naturally produced an alteration in the style

and manner of the orator’s address A great epic

genius, wlicn in its decline, is said, by Longinus,

to fall naturally into the fabulous. In like manner,

a great popular speaker, when hopeless and des-

ponding, checked and controlled by his fears, may

find leisure to coin words, and naturally recur

to affected expressions, when the torrent of his

native eloquence is slopped. Nor is the oration

now before us entirely destitute of force and spirit.

It appears strong and vehement, but embarrassed.

The fire of Demosthenes sometimes breaks' forth
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through all obstacles, but is instantly allayed and

suppressed, as if by fear and caution. The author,

as Ulpian expresses it, speaks freely, and not freely

:

he encourages the citizens to war, and yet scruples

to move for war in form ; as if bis mind was dis-

tracted between fear and confidence.

In a word, I regard the Oration on the Treaty

with Alexander, as the real work of Demosthenes,

but of Demosthenes dejected and terrified, willing

to speak consistently with himself, yet not daring

to speak all that he feels. It may be compared to

tbe performance of an eminent painter, necessarily

executed at a time when his hands or eyes laboured

under some disorder, in which we find the traces of

his genius and abilities obscured by many marks of

his present infirmity.





ON THF.

TREATY

WITH

A J.EXANDER.

Wp should by all means, Athenians ! concur with

those who so strenuously recommend an exact ad’

herence to our oaths and treaties, if they really

speak their sentiments; for nothing' is so becoming

the character of free states, as a strict attention to

honesty and justice. Let not these men, therefore,

who urge the necessity of this attention, embarrass

our councils by harangues, which their own actions

contradict. Let them submit to an examination ;

if their sentiments are approved, they will for the

future influence the assembly ; if not, let them give

place to those whose opinions of our rights may
seem more consonant to truth. Thus shall you

determine, either to submit quietly to your wrongs,

and esteem their author as your friend ; or to prefer

the cause of justice to all other considerations, and

to make such provisions for your interest, with speed

and vigour, as none can possiblj' condemn. The
very terms of our treaty, and of those oaths by
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which the general peace was ratilied, must, upon

the first inspection, slicw who arc the transgressors ;

This 1 shall briefly prove in tlie most essential

articles.

Suppose this question asked, wliat event, Athe-

nians, could most cflcctually excite your resentment ?

You would answer. An attempt to destroy your

liberty. Should the family of Pisistratus now re-

vive ; and should any man attempt to reinstate

them in their former power, yc would at once take

up arms and brave all dangers rather than submit

to these masters. Or, if you should submit, yon

would be reduced to the condition of purchased

slaves ; nay, to a worse condition : for, no master

wantonly kills his slave ; but, those who are under

the power of tyrants we see every day destroyed

without the shadow of law, and exposed to insults

still worse than death, in the persons of their wives

and children.

Well then, in open violation of his oaths, of

the express terms of the general peace, hath Alex-

ander reinstated the family of Philiadcs in IMessene.

In this hath he acted from a regard to justice ? or,

from his own arbitrary principles, in open contempt

of you, and of his engagements with the Greeks ?

— If, then, an attempt to introduce arbitrary power

into Athens would excite your utmost indignation,

would rouse you to maintain the treaty ; you ought

not to be indiflerent, you ought not to neglect

this treaty, when in equal violation of its sacred
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purport, other states arc oppressed by the like

power. Nor should they, who so strenuously re-

commend to you to adhere to your eng’ag’emcnts,

leave those uncontrolled, who have, on their part,

violated them in a manner so notorious. Such

violation cannot be sulFered, if you have the due

regard to justice. For it is expressly declared in

our treaty, that he who should act as Alexander

hath now done, should be deemed an enemy to all

included in the peace : that all should take up arms

against him, and against his dominions. If then we

have the least regard to these our declarations, wc

arc to consider him as our enemy, who hath re-

stored this family. “ Hut,” say the favourers of

these tyrants, ” the sons of Pliiliades governed in

“ Messene before this treaty was concluded ; and
“ therefore were they restored by Alexander.” This

is a ridiculous allegation ; the tyrants of Scstos, es-

tablished long before our treaty, were expelled from

Antissa and Eresus ; and this form of government

declared to be in itself unjust and oppressive. It

cannot then be a matter of indilfcrcncc, that Mes-

sene he exposed to the like oppression.

Besides, it is provided, in the very first article of

the treaty, that the Greeks shall enjoy their

FREEDOM AND THEIR LAWS. And, if their free-

dom and their laws were the first points secured,

what assertion can be conceived more absurd, than

that he, who reduces them to slavery, is not guilty

of any violation of this treaty If then, Athenians!

you would adhere to your oaths and your engage-
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incnts, it’ you have a rcg-ard to justice, (and this, as

1 have observed, is the advice of your speakers,) it

is incumbent on you to take up arms, to collect

your allies, and to declare hostilities against those

who have really violated the peace. Have you,

when some fair occasion olfered, pursued your in-

terest with vigour, even though not induced by the

motive of supporting Justice ? And now, when jus-

tice, and a fair occasion, and your own interest, all

conspire to rouse you, what other season do you

wait for, to assert your own liberty and that of

Greece ?

I am now come to another point of right, result-

ing from this treaty. It is expressly provided, that,

if any persons should subvert the constitutions sub-

sisting in each state, at the time of ratifying the

peace, they should be deemed enemies to all

INCLUDED IN THE TREATY. Consider then, Athe-

nians ! that the Acbmans of Peloponnesus, at that

titne enjoyed dcmocralical governments. Yet, of

these, the Macedonian hath subverted the con-

stitution of Pcilaenc, by expelling most of its citi-*

zens : their fortunes he distributed among his do-

mestics, and Chasron, the wrestler, he established

tyrant of the city. In this treaty were we includerl,

which thus directs, that they who act in this man-

ner shall be regarded as enemies. Shall we not

then regard them as enemies, pursuant to the te-

nor of those engagements, by which we are all

equally obliged ? Or, can any of those hirelings ot

the Macedonian, those whose riches are the wages
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of Uieir treason, be so abandoned as to forbid it ?

They cannot plead ignorance of these things; but,

to such a pitch of insolence have they arrived, that,

guarded, as it were, by the armies of the tyrant,

they dare to call on us to adhere to oaths already

violated; as if perjury were his prerogative: they

force you to subvert your own laws, by releasing

those who stood condemned at our tribunals ; and,

in various other instances, drive you to illegal mea-

sures. Nor is this surprising. For they, who have

sold tliemselves to the enemies of their country,

cannot have the least regard to law, the least reve-

rence for oaths. 'I'lie names of these, and but the

names, serve them to impose on men who come to

this assembly for amusement, not for business ; and

never once rellcct, that their present indolence must

prove the cause of some strange and terrible dis-

orders.

Here, then, 1 repeat what 1 at lirst asserted, that

we should agree; with those who recommend an ad-

herence to the general treaty. Unle.ss they suppose,

that, i’l recommending this adherence, they do not

of coiisequcnce declare, that no act of injustice

should be committed ; or, imagine it yet a secret,

that arbitrary power hath been established in the

place of popular governments, and that many free

constitutions have been subverted. But, such a

supposition is utterly ridiculous. For these are the

very terms of the treaty : THE DIRECTOBS AND
(iFARANTEES, APPOIN PED FOR THE GE-
NERAL SECURITY, SHALL TAKE CARE
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THAT, IN THE SEVERAL STATES IN-

CLUDED IN THIS PEACE, THERE SHALL
BE NO DEATHS OR BANISHMENTS CON-
TRARY TO THE LAWS ESTABLISHED IN
EACH SOCIETY; NO CONFISCATIONS,
NO NEW DIVISIONS OF LAND, NO ABO-
RTION OF DEBTS, NO GRANTING FREE-
DOM TO SLAVES, FOR THE PURPOSES
OP INNOVATION. But, fur from preventing

these tilings, these men themselves contribute to

introduce them. .\iul, what punishment can be

equal to their guilt, who arc the contrivers of these

evils in the several states, which were deemed of

such consequence, as to demand the united care

of their whole body to prevent them ?

I shall now mention another point, in which

this treaty is infringed. It is expressly provided,

that NO FLYING PARTIES SHALL MAKE
EXCURSIONS PROM ANY OF THE CITIES
INCLUDED IN THE TREATY, AND COM-
MIT HOSTILITIES ON ANY OTHER OF
THE CONFEDERATED CITIES; AND
THATWHATEVERPEOPLESHOULDTHUS
OFFEND, ARE TO BE EXCLUDED FROM
THE ALLIANCE, But so little doth the Mace-

donian scruple to commit hostilities, that his hosti-

lities arc never sus[>cnded ; nor arc any free from

them, that he can possibly infest. And much more

flagrant are his later hostilities, as he hath, by his

edict, established tyrants in ditl'crent places ;
iu

Sicyon, his master of exercises. If, then, wc should
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Cl

conlorni lo the trcaly, as these men insist, the cities

gnilly of these actions should be excluded from the

confederacy. If the truth must be concealed, I am
not to declare, that these are the Macedonian cities.

But if, in defiance of the truth, those traitorous par-

tisans of Maced»)n persevere in urging’ us to observe

the general (realy, let us coi\cur with them
:
(their

advice is just and equitable:) and, as this treaty

directs, let us exclude those from the alliance, who
have been thus guilty; and consider of the measures

necessary to be pursued against people so insolent

and aspiring, whose schemes and actions are thus

invariably criminal, and who treat their solemn en-

gageiuents with contempt and ridicule. Why will

they not acknowledge that these consequences are

Just? ^Vould they have every article that opposes

our interest confirmed? every article that favours

us erased? Arc these their notions of justice? If

any part of our engagements provides for the in-

terest of our enemies, in opposition to this stale, are

they to contend for that ? but if, by any other part,

our lights and interests arc secured against our ene-

mies, are all their utmost elforts to be directed

against this ?

To convince you still more clearly, that none of

the Greeks will accuse you of infringing this treaty,

but will acknowledge it as an obligation, that you

have arisen singly to detect those who really in-

fringed it, 1 shall run over a few of its numerous

articles. One article is thus expressed: THE
UNITING PARTIES SHALL ALL HAVE THE



DEMOSTHENES’(>2 [On AT. XVI.

FULL LIBERTY OF THE SEAS. NONE
SHALL MOLEST THEM, OR SEIZE THEIR
VESSELS, ON PAIN OF BEING REGARDED
AS THE COMMON ENEMY. And now, my
fellow-citizens, it is notoriously evident to you all,

that the Macedonians have done these tilings. To
such a pitch of lawless insolence have they pro-

ceeded, as to seize the ships of Pontus, and send

them into Tenedos. Every pretence was invented

to detain them
;
nor were they at last released,

before we had decreed to equip one hundred ships,

to send tliem instantly to sea, and had actually ap-

pointed Menestheus to command them.

When such and so many arc the outrages com-

mitted by others, is it not absurd that tlieir friends

in this assembly should not endeavour to prevail on

them to change their conduct, instead of advising us

to adhere to engagements so totally neglected on

the other side ? As if it were expressly provided,

that one party might transgress when they pleased,

and that the other should not resist. And could

the Macedonians have acted a more lawless and a

more senseless part, than to have so far abandoned

all regard to their oaths, that they had well-nigh

forfeited their sovereignty of the seas ' ? Nay, they

^ Tlic* inaritiiiu' force of Macedon seems to liave been, even at

this time, scarcely greater than that of Athens, notuithstaiuJing

all the attention of Philip to increase and improve it. Tor we

shall immediately finfl the orator recommending to his country-

men, to maintain a superiority at sea. But this sovereignty of

the seas, which is here acknowledged to belong to the Maccdu-
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have indisputably forfeited this right to us, wlien-

ever we are disposed to assert it. For they are not

to expect, that no penalty is to be incurred from

violating' the treaty, because they have, for some

time past discontinued their violations. No ; they

should rather be well pleased, that they have hitherto

enjoyed the advantage of our indolence, and total

aversion to maintain our rights.

Can any thing be conceived more mortifying,

than that all other people, Greeks and Barbarians,

should dread our enmity
;
but that these men, of

sudden affluence, should make us contemptible,

even to ourselves, by seducing and forcing us to

their purposes ? As if they bad the conduct of af-

fiiirs at Abdcra, or Maronma'’, not at Athens. But

while tiiey are depressing their own country, and

aggrandizing its enemies, they do not consider, that,

by prescribing the rules of justice in a manner so

totally unjust, they, in effect, acknowledge that

their country is irresistible ; for this is tacitly to

confess, that, if we have a due attention to our in-

Ilians, set'ins to have lieeii the consequence of the treaty made

with Philip, immediately after the battle of Chscrbnea, in which

the Athenians were obliged to give up the dominion of the

islands, and Samos was declared the bound of their territories

and jurisdiction.

^ Abdcra or Maronceu, Two cities of small consequence

in Thrace, The understanding of an Abderite^ was a proverb

to express a remarkable deficiency in point of genius and

acutenes.s : though this despistui city had produced Domoci i-

tus, a philosopher of no small reputation in Greece.
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terests, wc shall easily subdue our enemies. And

in this they rightly judge. For, let us take care to

maintain a superiority at sea ; let us but take care

of this, and we shall ettectually secure noble ac-

cessions to our present land force : especially, if for-

tune should so far favour us, as to crush the men

now guarded by the armies of tyi’anls
; if some of

them should perish, and others discover their insig-

nificance.

These then have been the infractions of the

Macedonian, with respect to maritime aflairs ; be-

sides the others already mentioned. But wc have

just now seen the most e.xtravagant instance of the

pride and insolence of his people, in daring to sail

into the Piraeus, manifestly contrary to the treaty

concluded with us. Nor, is this their infraction

the less criminal, because but one ship of war pre-

sumed to enter our harbour. It plaiiily appears,

that this was an experiment, whether we might not

prove so inattentive, as to suffer them hereafter to

come in with more ; and that, in this, as well ns

other instances, they renohnee all regard to decrees

and conventions. For, that they meant gradually

to introduce, and to habituate us to such encroach-

ments, appears from thi.s, that he who then put in,

with his ship, (which together with his convoy

should have been destroyed,) demanded liberty to

build small vessels in our port. For this proves

that their purpose was, not to obtain the privilege of

entering our harbour, but to gain the absolute com-
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mand of it. It cannot bo allcj^cd, that this dcnnand

was niadcj because the materials for building sliips

are in plenty at Athens
;

(for they arc brought

hither from great distances, and procured with dif-

liculty ;) and, that they arc scarce at Maccdon

;

(where they are sold at tlic cheapest rates to any

that will purchase). No : they were in hopes to

gain the power of building and loading vessels in

our port; a power expressly denied by treaty ; and

thus gradually to proceed to other enormities. In

such contempt have tliey been taught to hold you,

by their instructors in this city, who direct tlieir

whole conduct; and thus arc they persuaded, that

this slate is iriecoverably lost in indolence, incapable

of providing for its interest ‘‘'id utterly regardless,

whether the actions of a tyrant be conformable to

his treaty, or no.

To this treaty 1 advise you to adhere : in that

.sense, I mean, which I before explained. And the

experience of my age warrants me to assure you,

that your rights will be thus asserted, without the

least olfence to others; and the occasions, favour-

able to your interests, most elfectually improved.

Tliese are the terms o*^" the treaty
;
vve must act thus,

IP WE WOULD BE INCLUDED. They, then,

who act diirerontly, are not to be included. And,

therefore, let us now, if ever, refuse to pay an ab-

ject submission to the directions of others. Else,

must we renounce the memory of those ancient

and illustrious honours, which we of all other people

VOL. II. F
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can most justly boast. If you command me,

Athenians ! I shall now move you in form, pursuant

to the tenour of our engaj^ement, to declare war

against those who have violated the treaty:

fcKD or THE ORATION' ON THE TREATY WITH ALEXANDER.



THE

ORATION OF DINARCHUS

AGAINST

DEMOSTHENES.

I 2





INTRODUCTION.

The reader is here presented with a transla-

tion of performance which we find, in some

editions, annexed to the public orations of De-

inoslhencs. It is an artful, spirited, and virulent

invective against him, when, in the decline of

life, he had fallen into disgrace, and the dis-

pleasure of his countrymen. The occasion of it

is distinctly recounted by Plutarch ; who informs

us, that some time after the famous contest about

the crown, in which Demosthenes gained so com-

plete a triumph over his rival iEschines, one

llarpalus, who had been in the service of Alex-

ander, fled to Athens, with the remains of an

immense fortune, which had been dissipated by

his luxury
;

and there sought refuge from the

anger of his master, whose severity towards his

favourites alarmed and prompted him to this

flight. The orators received his money, and

laboured to gain him the protection of the state.

Demosthenes, on the contrary, urged to his coun-

trymen the danger of exposing themselves to an

unnecessary and unjustifiable war, by entertaining

this fugitive. Harpalus, however, found means to

soften his severity, by a present of a magnificent
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vase, accompanied with twenty talents. And,

when it was expected that Demosthenes would

have exerted his abilities, in the assembly, against

Harpalus, he pleaded indisposition, and was silent.

This is the sum of Plutarch’s account. But Pau-

sanias, who seems to have conceived a more fa-

vourable opinion of the integrity of Demosthenes,

observes, as a proof of his innocence^ tliat an

authentic account was sent to Athens, after the

death of Harpalus, of all the sums distributed

by him in this city, and of the persons to wliom

each was paid
;
and that, in this account, no men-

tion was at all made of Demosthenes, although

Philoxenus, who procured it, was his particular

enemy, as well as Ale.xander. But, however this

may be, the rumour of Harpalus’s practices, and

the report of the corruption of Demosthenes in

particular, raised a considerable ferment at Athens.

Demosthenes strenuously asserted his innocence,

and proposed, that the council of Areopagus should

proceed to a strict inquiry into this distribution,

supposed to have been made by Harpalus; declar-

ing his readiness to submit to their sentence, what-

ever it might be. Contrary to his expectations, the

report of the Areopagus condemned him. In vain

did he represent this report, as the effect of the ma-

licious practices and contrivance of his enemies.

He was brought to his trial ; Stratocles managed

the prosecution ; in which he was assisted by Dinar-

chus, who, though he gave a favourable testimony
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to the character of Demosthenes on a subsequent

occasion, (in the oration against Aristogiton,) yet

now inveighed against him, with the utmost viru-

lence, in the following oration.





Till.

OUA IMON OF DINARCIIUS

Al.AINM

DEiMOSTHENFS.

Tins your luinislor, Atlieniaiis ! wlio lialli pni-

iiounrcd sentence of dcalli upon iiiinstdl’, should he

lie convicted of receiving' any thing from llarpalus ;

this very man hath been clearly convicted of ac-

cejiting bribes from those whom, in former times,

he all’ccted to oppose with so mucii zeal. As Stra-

loclcs hath spoken largely upon this subject, as

many articles of accusation have been anticipated,

as the council of Areopagus hath made a report on

this inquiry, so consonant to equity and truth ; a

report, confirmed and enl’orced by Stratocles, who

hath produced the decrees enacted against these

crimes ; it remains that we, who arc now to speak,

(who are engaged in a cause of more importance

than ever came before (his .state), should rcipiest the

whole assembly, first, that we obtain your jiardon,

if we should repeat some things already urged, (for

liere our purpose is, not to abuse your patience,

but to inllame your indignation ;) and, .secondly,
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that, you may not give up tlie general rights and laws

of the community, or excliange the general welfare,

for the speeches of the accused. You see that, in

this assembly, it is Demosthenes that is tried : in all

other places, your own trial is depending. On you

men turn their eyes, and wait with eagerness, to

see how far the interest of your country will en-

gage your care : whether you are to take upon

yourselves the corruption and iniquity of these men
;

or, w hether you are to manifest to the w'orld a just

resentment against those who arc bribed to betray

the stale.

This last is fully in your power. The assembly

hath made a fair decree I The citizens have dis-

covered their desire to detect those speakers, who-

ever they may be, wlio to the di.sgi-acc and detri-

ment of the community, have presumed to receive

gold from Harpalus. Add to this, that you your-

self, Demosthenes, aiid many others, have moved in

form that the council, agreeably to ancient usage,

should enter into an inquiry whether any persons

had been thus guilty. The council hath made this

inquiry ;
not that your instances were wanting to

remind them of their duty
; or, that they wished to

sacrifice the truth, the trust reposed in them, to

you : but from a full persuasion (as the Areopa-

gites have expressed it) of the influence of such

* A fair deertc. Tlml is, a decree cominitting the cognisance,

of th<' crimes alleged against Dcinosthcne.s, Ac. to (he court ol

.\reopagus.
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practices on all our counsels and transactions ; and a

linn resolution never to plead the danger of being

e.xposed to calumny, when they were to detect the

man who attempted to bring disgrace and danger

on his country.

And, although the dignity and propriety of this

procedure have received the approbation of the

people, Demosthenes has recourse to complaints, to

appeals, to malicious accusations, now that he finds

himself convicted of receiving twenty talents of gold.

Shall tlicn this council, on whose faitli and justice

we rely, even in the important case of premedi-

tated murder; to whom we commit the vengeance

due to (his crime ; who have an absolute power

over the persons and lives of our citizens; who can

punish every violation of our laws, either by c.xilc

or by death : sliall this council, 1 say, on an inquiry

into a case of bribery, at once lose all its authority?

“Yes; for the Areopagus hath reported falsely of

“ Demosthenes. ’ E.xtravagant and absurd ! What!

report falsely of Demosthenes and Demadcs, against

whom even the truth seems scarcely to be declared

with safety ? You, who have in former times moved

that this council should take cognisance of public

affairs, and have applauded their reports
;

you,

whom this whole city hath not been able to restrain

within the bounds of justice ; hath the council re-

ported falsely against you ? \Vhy then did you de-

clare to the people, that you were ready to submit

to death, if condemned by the report of this council ?

Why have you availed yourself of (heir authority, to
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take oir so many of our citizens ? Or, whither sliail

we have recourse ;
to whom shall wc intrust the de-

tcclion of secret villany ? if you, notwitlistanding- all

your alTectcd regard to our popular government,

arc to dissolve this council ;
to whose protection

our lives have been intrusted ; to whose protection

our liberty and our constitution have oftentimes been

intrusted
;
by whose |)rolection that person of thine

hath been preserved, (for, as you pretend, it hath

frequently been attempted,) to utter these calumnies

against them
; to whose care wc have committed our

secret archives, on which the very being of our state

depends.

But it is just, it is just, 1 say, that the council

should meet with these returns of calumny. b\>r 1

shall freely speak my sentiments. One of these two

inetliods should they have pursued : either instantly

have entered into the first inquiry relative to the

three hundred talents, sent hither by the king of

Persia, as the people directed ; and then this mon-

ster would have been punished, his accomjilices in

corruption detected, and all his traitorous practices,

by which Thebes was betrayed to ruin, being clearlv

laid open, an ignominious death would have freed

us from him ; or, if you were inclined to pardon

this crime in Demosthenes, and thus to propagate

the race of corrupted hirelings within your city,

this discovery of your sentiments should have deter-

mined them not to enter into any inquiry, or infor-

mation of the money received by Demosthenes.

For now, when the council of Areojiagus had
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nobly and equitably proceeded to a full detection

of this inaiij and his accomplices
;
when, reg'ardless

of the power of Dcniostlicncs and Demades, they

have adhered inviolably to truth and justice ; still,

Demosthenes g'oes round the city, utters his invec-

tives against tliis council, and boasts of his services,

in those speeches which yon shall hoar liim in-

stantly use to deceive the assembly. It was I

“ who gained you the alliance of Tliebes !’'

No! You it was who ruined the common interest

of both states. “ I drew out the forces of Chre-
“ ronca! ” —No, you were the only person who there

Hod from your post.—“ For you have I engaged in

“ several embassies.” And what would he do,

what would he demand, had these his ncgociations

been successful ; when, having ranged through the

world, only to involve us in such calamities and

misfortunes, he e.xpccts to be rewarded with a li-

berty of receiving bribes against his country, and

the privilege of speaking and of acting in this as-

sembly as he pleases ? To Timotheus, who awed

all Peloponnesus by his fleet
;
who gained the iMival

victory at Corcyra over the Lacedemonians ;
who

was the son of Conon, the man who restored liberty

to Greece ; who gained Samos, and Melhoue, and

Pydna, and Potidma, and, besides these, twenty

cities more
;
you did not admit those important

benefits, which he conferred upon us, to have any

weight against the integrity of your tribunals,

against those oaths by which ye were engaged in

pronouncing sentence. No
:
you imposed on him a

fine of one hundred talents, because that he had, by
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his own acknowlodgment, received money from the

Chians and the Hhodians. And, shall not this out-

cast, this Scythian
",

(for my indignation will not be

restrained,) whom not one man, but the whole body

of the Areopagus, hath, on full inquiry, declared

guilty of receiving bribes ; declared an hireling, and

fully proved to be a corrupted traitor to his country
;

shall he not be punished with that severity which

may serve as an example to others ? He, who hath

not only been detected in receiving money from the

King, but hath enriched himself with the spoils of

the state ; and, now, could not even be restrained

from sharing the vile wages which Ilarpalus here

distributed.

And can the jiegociations of Demosthenes at

Thebes, be deemed equivalent to the smallest

part of the noble actions of Timotheus ? Who can

refrain from laughter, to find you patiently attend-

ing, while he presumptuously displays his pre-

tended services, and dares to compare them with

those of Timotheus, and of Conon ? Actions worthy

of our state, worthy of the glory of our ancestors,

disdain all comparison with those of an abandoned

wretch. Here 1 shall produce the decree enacted

against Timotheus, and then return to ray subject.

Read

!

“ A term of reproach, whicli the enemies of Demostlienes

fretpieiitly nuule use of. His grandfather (by his inollier’s side)

had, in the time of hi.s exile, married a woman of Scythia.
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The Decree.

Such was this citizen (Demostlienes) that he

might reasonably have expected pardon and favour

from his fellow-citizens of those days. Not in

words, hut actions, did he perform important ser-

vices to his country. His principles were steady,

his conduct uniform, not various and changeable

like yours. He never made so unreasonable a re-

quest to the people, as to be raised above the laws.

Me never required that those who had sworn to give

sentenec justly, should break through that sacred

tie ;
but submitted to stand condemned, if such was

the judgment of his tribunal. He never pleaded

the necessity of times ; nor thought in one manner,

and harangued in another. Atul shall this mis-

creant live, who, besides his other numerous and

heinous crimes, hath abandoned the state of Thebes

to its destruction, when, for the preservation of that

state, he had received three hundred talents from

the King of Persia? For, when, the Arcadians

marched to the Isthmus, refused to treat with the

ambassadors of Antipater, and received those of the

unfortunate Thebans, who, with difficulty, gained

access to them by sea, appeared before them in the

form of wretched supplicants, declared that their

present motions were not intended to dissolve their

connexions with Greece, or to oppose the interest

of that nation
;
but to free themselves from the in-

tolerable yoke of Macedonian tyranny, from slavery,

from" the horrid insults to which freemen were ex-
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pojjicJ
;
when (he Arcadians were disposed to assist

them, when they commiserated their wretched state,

when tliey discovered, that, by the necessities of the

times alone, they had been obliged to attend on

Alexander, but that their inclinations were invari-

ably attached to Thebes, and to the liberties of

Greece ,• when Astylns, their mercenary general,

demanded (as Stratocles hath informed you) ten

talents for leading a reinforcement to the Thebans,

when the ambassadors applied to this man, who
they well knew had received the king’s money, re-

quested, besought liiin to grant such a sum for the.

preservation of the state ;—then did this abandoned,

this impious, this sordid wretch, (when there was

so fair a prospect of saving Thebes,) refuse to part

with ten talents out of all the vast treasures which

he received
;

msonsib'le to the alVecting considera-

tion, urged by Stratocles, that there were those who

would give as great a sum to divert the Arcadians

from this expedition, and to prevent them from

assisting Thebes.

Has then Greece but slight, but common injuries

to urge against Demosthenes, and his sordid avarice ?

Hath the man, so highly criminal, the least pretence

to mercy ? Do not his late and former offences call

for the severest punishment ? The world will hear

the sentence you are this day to pronounce. The

eyes of all men are fixed upon you, impatient to

learn tlic fate of so notorious a delinquent. You
are they, who, for crimes infinitely less heinous

than his, have heavily and inexorably inflicted
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punishments on many. Mcnon was by you con-

demned to death, for having subjected a free youth

of Pallaene to his servile offices. Themistius, the

Amphidnaean, who had abused a Rliodian woman,
that performed on the harp in llie Elcusinian cere-

monies, was by you condemned to death. The
same sentence you pronounced upon Euthymachus,

for prostituting a maiden of Olynthus. And now
hath this traitor furnished all the tents of the bar-

barians with the children and wives of the The-
bans. A city of our neighbours and our allies hath

been torn from the very heart of Greece. The
plougher and the sower now traverse the city of the

Thebans, w'ho united with us in the wq|f’ against

Philip. I say, tijc plougher and the sower tra-

verse their habitations
; nor hath this hardened

wretch discovered the least remorse at the calami-

ties of a people, to whom he was sent as our am-

bassador ; with whom he lived, conversed, and en-

joyed all that hospitality could confer ; whom he

pretends to have himself gained to our alliance ;

whom he frequently visited in their prosperity, but

basely betrayed in their distress. Our elder citizens

can inform us, that, at a time when our constitution

was destroyed ; when Thrasybulus was collecting

our exiles in Thebes, in order to possess himself of

Phyle ;
when the Lacedemonians, now in the

height of power, issued out their mandate, forbid-

ding all state.s to receive the Athenians, or to con-

duct them through their territories ; this people as-

sisted our countrymen in their expedition ; and

published their decree, so often recited in this as-

VOL. II. r.
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sembly, “ that they would not look on with un-

concern, should any enemy invade the Athenian

“ territory.” Far ditrerent was the conduct of tins

man who affects such attention to the interests of

our allies (as you shall soon hear him boast). The
very money which he received to preserve this

people from ruin, he refused to part with. Let

these things sink deep into your minds. Think on

the calamities which arise from traitors; let the

wretched fate of the Olynthians and the ^riiebans

teach you to make the just provision for your own

security. Cut off the men, who are ever ready to

sell the interests of their country for a bribe, and

rest your hopes of safety upon yourselves, and the

gods. These are the means, Athenians, the only

means of reforming our city ; to bring offenders of

eminence to justice, and to inflict a punishment

adequate to their offences. When common crimi-

nals are detected, no one knows, no one inquires

their fate. But the punishment of great delin-

quents commands men’s attention ; and a rigid ad-

herence to justice, without regard to persons, is sure

to meet with due apj)lause.—Read the decree of

the Thebans—Produce the testimonies—Read the

letter.

The Decree. The Testimonies. The Letter.

He is a corrupted traitor, Athenians ; of old a

corrupted traitor ! This is the man who conducted

Philip’s ambassadors from Thebes to this city ; who
was the occasion of putting an end to the former
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war ; who was the accomplice of Philocratcs, the

author of the decree for niakinj^ peace with Philip,

for which you banished Iiiin : the man who hired

carriages for the ambassadors that came hither with

Antipater • who entertained tliem
; and introduced

the custom of paying obequious flattery to the

Macedonians. Do not, O Athenians ! do not suf-

fer tliis man, whose name is subscribed ” to the mis-

fortunes of this state, and of all the states of Greece,

to escape unpunished
; when heaven hath been so

far favotirable to us, that one of those pests of our

community is driven from the city, the life of the

other forfeited to the state, let us not obstinately

reject these favours
; let the men, most eminently

guilty, bear the load of our offences ,• so may we
form happy presages of our future fortune, For

what occasion should vve reserve this man When
may we hope that he wall prove of advantage to us ?

I call on this assembly ;
I call on all those who at-

tend this trial
;
say, in what alfairs hath he engaged,

cither private or public, that he hath not ruined^

® Is subscribed, iSce, That is, who was the author of all those*

decrees which were purposely contrived to bring on these mis-

fortunes. The name of the person who proposed any

or decree, to the assembly, was always affixed to it. And the

expression in the original is supposed to allude to this custom.

*’This sentence, in the original, is somewhat embarrassed; but

I have endeavoured to express the general purport of it. Nico-

demus, a native of Aphidna, had been found dead) with his eyes

torn out. As he was known to have been a friend to Eubulus,

who w^s in the party that opposed Demosthenes, the suspicion

of this murder fell on the orator, who was said to have persuaded

G 2
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Did he not enter the house of Aristarchus, and tliere

concert his designs ; ajid did he not (the fact is well

known) force this Aristarchus from the city, loaded

with the infamous imputation of contriving- the

murder of Nicodemus? And such a friend did he

find in Demosthenes, that he regarded him as his

evil genius, as the author of all his misfortunes.

But I must pass over his private conduct, for the

time will not admit of a minute detail. From the

moment that he first beg-an to direct our aflairs, hath

any one instance of good fortune attended us ?

Hath not all Greece, and not this state alone, been

plunged in dangers, calamities, and disgrace ?

Many were the fair occasions which occurred to

favour his administration; and all these occasions,

of such moment to our interests, did he neglect.

When any friend to his country, any useful citizen,

attempted to do us service, so far was this leader,

who is impatient to boast of his great actions, from

co-operating with such men, that he instantly in-

fected them with the contagion of his unhappy
conduct. Charidemus went over to the Kina- ofO
Persia, resolved to approve himself our friend, not

by words, but actions
; and to purchase security for

us, and for the Greeks, by his own dangers. This
man went round the public places, framed his

speeches, and pretended to a share in these trans-

actions. Then came the severe reverse of fortune ;

Aristarchus, a youth witli whom he was connected in friend-

ship, to commit it. Aristarchus was publicly accused, and

fled to avoid the consequences. Dem. orat. in Mid.
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all our expectations were utterly defeated. Ephi-

altes sailed out ; he hated Demosthenes
:

yet, from

necessity, admitted him to share in his councils.

—

The fortune of the state destroyed him. Euthydi-

cus assumed the conduct of public affairs ; he pro-

fessed himself a friend to Demosthenes.—He pe-

rished. Vou know these things much better than

I : shall not then the experience of the past, direct

your jiulg'ment of the future ? Can any services be

expected from him? Yes; the service of forming

contrivances in favour of our enemies, on some cri-

tical emcrg’ency. Such was llie time when the La-

cedemonians had encamped, when the Elcans united

with them, when they were reinforced with ten

thousand mercenaries ; Alexander said to be in

India ;
all Greece inflamed with indignation at the

ignominious state to which traitors had reduced

every community ;
impatient of distress, and earnest

for relief. In this conjuncture, who was the man,

IX'mosthenes, that had the direction of our coun-

cils ? In this perilous conjuncture, (not to mention

other like occasions,) did you, whom we shall hear

expressing the utmost indignation at the present

fallen state of Greece ? did you propose any decree ?

Did you assist us with your counsels ? Did you

supply us with your treasures ? Not at all ! You
were employed in ranging through the city, provi-

ding your whisperers, forging letters ;
* " the dis-

grace of his illustrious country, was then seen

trimly decked with his rings, indulging in efl’emi-

'•Tliis passage is supposed to be imperfect in the copies.
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nacy and luxury amidst the public calamities

;

borne through our streets in his sedan, and insult-

ing the distresses of the poor. And can we expect

future services from him, who hath neglected all

past occasions of serving us ? O goddess Minerva !

O Jupiter protector ! May our enemies ever have

such counsellors and leaders !

Men of Athens ! do you yet remember the

actions of your ancestors ? They, when the state

was threatened with many and great calamities,

encountered dangers for your safety, in a man-

ner worthy of their country, worthy of their

free condition, worthy of their reputation. I

shall not here engage in a long detail of our most

early times ; of the actions of Aristides and Themi-

stocles, who fortified our city, and brought in such

immense tributes, the free and voluntary contribu-

tions of the Greeks. Let us confine ourselves to

the actions performed a little before our own days,

the actions of Ccphalus, of Thraso, of Ileliodorus,

of otlier great men ; some of whom are yet alive.

When the citadel of Thebes was possessed by the

Lacedemonian forces®, they assisted those exiles

who attempted to rescue their country; they braved

the dangers of war, and gave liberty to a neighbour-

ing slate that had been long subjected to slavery.

Cephalus was the man, whose decree roused our

fathers to this expedition ; who, in defiance of the

Lacedemonian power, of the hazards of war, of the

danger of advising measures whose event was pre-

' See Plutarch, in the life of Pclopidast.
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carious, proposed the resolution, that the Athenians

should march put, and support the exiles who had

now possessed themselves of Thebes. And our

fathers did issue forth ; in a few days the Spartan

garrison was forced out ; the liberty of Thebes re-

stored ; and the conduct of this state approved

worthy of our ancestors. These were counsellors,

Athenians ! these were leaders, worthy of you and

of 3'our country : not such miscreants as those, who

never did, never can prove useful to the public

;

attentive only to the preservation of their own vile

persons, to amassing their sordid gains ;
who ren-

der their country more inglorious than themselves

;

who now, when evidently convicted of bribery,

practise all their arts to deceive you, and expect,

amidst their baseness, to find credit and security in

the fruits of their avarice. Let their long course ot

iniquity, at length, meet the just punishment. Let

them die ; their own sentence hath condemned

them.

Is it not scandalous, Athenians ! that your opi-

nion of the guilt of Demosthenes should depend

only on our representations? Do you not know that

he is a corrupted traitor, a public robber, false to

his friends, and a disgrace to the state ? What de-

crees, what laws have not been made subservient to

his gain ? There are men in this tribunal, who were

of the THREE HUNDRED, vvlien he proposed the

law relative to our trierarchs Inform those who

* This was the law, of which Demosthenes speaks in the ora.
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stand near you, how for a bribe of three talents, he

altered and new modelled this law, in every as-

sembly ; and, just as he was feed, inserted or erased

clauses. Say, in the name of Heaven ! Think ye,

O men of Athens, that he gained nothing by his

decree, which gave Diphflus the honours of public

maintenance and a statue ? Was he not paid for

obtaining the freedom of our city to Cluerephilus,

and Phidon, and Pumphilus, and Philip, and such

mean persons as Epigenes and Conon ? Was it

for nothing he procured brazen slatucs to Ilerisades,

and Satyrus, and Gorgippus, those detested tyrants ;

from whom he annually receives a thousand bushels

of corn ; although he is ready to lament the dis-

tresses of liis fortune ? Was it for nothing’ he made

Taurosthenes an Athenian citizen, who enslaved

his countrymen
; and, together with his brother Cal-

lias, betrayed all Euboea to Philip ? whom our laws

forbid to appear in Athens, on pain of suffering the

punishment of those who return from exile®. Such

a man this friend to our constitution enrolled

amongst our citizens. These and many other in-

stances, in which he hath prostituted our honours,

can be proved by authentic evidence. And could

he, who gladly descended to small gains, resist the

temptation of so great a sum as twenty talents Six

tiononthe Crown ; by which every citizen was bound to con-

tribute to the expense of the navy, in proportion to his fortune,

instead of just paying one sixteenth part of the expense of one

ship, whatever might be his circumstances.

* In the original, from banishment by sentence of the Area-

pagusp
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months liath the Areopagus been engaged, in their

inquiry into the conduct of Demosthenes, Deinades,

and Cephisophon. And was all tliis time wasted

only to make a false and unjust report ? The whole

body of our citizens, and of the Greeks, now fix

their eyes upon you, (as I before observed,) impa-

tient for the result of this day’s business
; earnest to

be informed whether corruption may expect its just

punishment, or fear no control : whether the au-

thority of our tribunals is to be' confirmed, or de-

stroyed, by the sentence passed upon Demosthenes;

a man whose public conduct hath long since called

for severe vengence
; who is obnoxious to all the

curses ever denounced within this city ; who hath

sworn falsely by the tremendous furies, and all the

divinities whose names are sacred in the Areopa-

gus ;
who hath been devoted to destruction in every

assembly, as he is convicted of bribery, and hatli

dealt insidiously with his country, in defiance of the

awful execration “
; whose declarations arc ever dif-

ferent from his private sentiments ; who g'avc to

Aristarchus the most shocking and nefarious advice.

If there be any punishment due to perjury and vil-

lany, surely he must this day, this moment, feel its

utmost weight.—Ye judges, hear the execrations.

The Execrations.

And now, ye judges, so prone to falsehood and

® The awful execration, Whicli was pronounced by the herald,

on the opening of every assembly, against those who should act

or speak to the prejudice of the community.
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absurdity is Demosthenes, so devoid of shame, so

insensible to his conviction, to the awful purport

of these execrations, that as I am informed, he pre-

sumes to urge against me, that I was once con-

demned by the Areopagus, and that I am guilty of

the greatest inconsistency, in first objecting to tiic

authority of this council, in my own case, and now
founding my accusation against him on their au-

thority. Thus, in order to deceive certain persons,

hath he framed a tale utterly false and groundless.

But that he may not deceive you by this insinu-

ation, that you may be assured that the Areopagus

never did, never can condemn me ; but that I was,

indeed, treated injuriously by one wicked man, on

whom you inflicted the just punishment of his guilt;

1 shall first briefly state this affair, and then return

to my allegations against Demosthenes.

There are two methods in which the Areopagus

may proceed to an indictment against any person.

And what are these ? By entering into an inquiry,

either of their own mere motion and pleasure, or

by direction of the popular assembly. There is no

other way. If, then, thou darest to assert, monster

as thou art, tliat the proceedings against me were in

consequence of the assembly’s direction, produce

the decree, name my accusers, as I have done in the

present case; shewn the decree, by which the

council was directed to enter into this inquiry, and

produced the accusers chosen by the people, who
have so fully displayed thy guilt. If this can be
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done in my case, I am ready to submit to death.

But if you allege, that the Areopagus proceeded

against me of its own motion, produce some mem-
bers of the council to attest this, as 1 shall to attest

the contrary. The man, like you, an abandoned

traitor, who so falsely charged both me and the

council, T impeached before tlic five hundred,

convicted of being suborned by Timocles to con-

duct the prosecution against me, and prevailed on

his judges to punish with due severity.—Take the

evidence which I produced in this cause, whose truth

and validity were never questioned, and which 1

sliall now produce ; read

I’/ie Evidence.

Nor is it at all wonderful, Athenians ! that, when
Pistias, a member of the Areopagus, accused me of

injustice, (falsely charging both me and the coun-

cil,) truth should for a while be borne down ; and

that his malicious accusations should gain some

credit ag-ainst a man whose infirmities and retired

life rendered him unable to make the necessary de-

fence. But now, when the whole body of the

Areopagus hatli solemnly pronounced, that Demos-

thenes hath been guilty of accepting twenty talents,

in contempt of his duty, and the good of his coun-

try
; when this your popular leader, on whom all

your hopes were fixed, is convicted of clandestinely

receiving bribes ; shall the laws, shall justice, shall

truth, have less weight than the speeches of Demos-

theiles Shall the calumnies he utters against tlie
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council prevail against the whole force of evidence?

The council, saith he, hath frequently indicted per-

sons of illegal proceedings, who have been acquit-

ted on a fair trial ; and, in some cases, scarcely a

fifth part of the judges concurred with the Areopa-

gus, But such cases arc easily accounted for.

This council takes cognizance of all crimes what-

ever, which are either referred to them by you, or

belong immediately to their own jnrisdiciion ;
and,

in such proceedings, they do not act like you, (let

not my freedom give offence,) who are frequently

influenced by pity, rather than directed by justice ;

but, in whatever cases our laws arc violated, they

consider only the evidence, and indict the guilty ;

well knowing that if slight offences are neglected,

men will be habituated and emboldened to proceed

to greater. Hence are their indictments returned

to you, against several delinquents* of the inferior

kind. These, when brought to trial, you acquit

;

not from the least suspicion of this council’s inte-

grity, but because you are inclined to mercy, rather

than to rigour ; and deem the punishment pre-

scribed by the letter of the law too great for their

oflences. In these cases, Demosthenes, were the

declarations of the council false ? By no means !

And yet in these and other cases, have you ac-

quitted those whom they declared guilty. Thus,

* Particular instances of these are mentioned in the text ; but,

as they cannot be interesting to the English reader, I have chosen

the general expression. The same liberty hath been taken in

this oration, in sometimes omitting names and circumstances,

which could not give cither light or beauty to the translation.
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when the Areopagus was directed to inquire, wlie-

tlier Polyeuctus had gone to Megara, and held an

intercourse with our e.xiles, and to rej)ort their de-

termination ; they reported, that he had gone thi-

ther. Accusers were chosen
; he was brought to a

trial
;

you acquitted him, although he confessed

that he had gone to Megara, to Nicophanes, who
married his mother. For you tliought it no such

heinous ofl’ence tliat he had held an intercourse

with his own father-in-law, when in exile and dis-

tress, and had assisted him to the utmost of his

power. In this case, Demosthenes, no objection

lay to tlic proceedings of the council : these were

acknowledged to be just. Yet was Polyeuctus ac-

quitted by his judges : for the Areopagus is only to

consider, and declare the fact ; but the criminal, as

I have observed, was deemed worthy of the mercy of

his tribunal. And are we, from such cases, to con-

clude, that no credit is due to the declarations of

the Areopagus, by which you and your accomplices

are charged with corruption ? Shew your judges, if

you can, that your case is at all similar to those I

have hinted at; that the guilt of bribery deserves

mercy; and, then, you may expect mercy. But

what saith the law ? In other pecuniary matters, it

directs that the injurious party shall be fined in

twice the value of his fraudulent gains. In the case

of bribery, two different punishments are prescri-

bed : the first is death, that the example of the de-

linquent may serve as a terror to others : the second,

a fine, tenfold of the bribe received, that they who
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proceed to such enormities, may be disappointed in

their sordid hopes of gain.

To this do you object, that all the persons, thus

declared guilty by the Areopagus, confessed that

their judgment was fair and equitable, but that you

have objected to their determination ? No
:
you are

the only person who have solicited to be judged by

their sentence. You yourself preferred the decree,

by which yon are now condemned
:
you made the

whole assembly a witness to your concessions
:
you

yourself directed that death should be your punish-

ment, if the council declared that you had received

any part of those treasures which Harpalus brought

hither
;
you yourself have moved in former cases,

that the Areopagus should have jurisdiction over all

our citizens, should proceed, agreeably to our an-

cient laws, to punish all delinqueiits. To this coun-

cil, which you now call an oligarchical faction, did

you implicitly resign this whole city. By your de-

cree, which acknowledged its authority, were two

Athenians, the father and the son, delivered to the

executioner : by your decree, was a descendant of

our great deliverer Harrnodius cast into chains : the

decision of the Areopagus condemned Antipho * to

torture and death : in obedience to its authority,

and in execution of its just sentence, did you banish

Archinus from the city as a traitor. And do you

attempt to invalidate this authority in your own case.^*

Is this just? Is this consonant to our laws ?

* See note*, Orat. XiV. p. 16, on the Oration for the Re.

gulation of the State.
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On you, yc judges, I denounce the vengeance of

the tremendous goddesses who possess this land, of

the heroes of our country, of Minerva our patroness,

of all our other guardian divinities, if ye suffer this

corrupted traitor to escape, whom the state hath

given into your hands ; whose counsels have ruined

our fortune, defeated our hopes, betrayed us to our

assailants ; whom our enemies wish to live, con-

vinced tliat he must prove our destruction ; whose

death our friends regard as the only event which

can raise us from this fallen shUe ; and for whose

just punisliment they, therefore, breathe their warm-

est wishes, their most fervent prayers to the gods.

To these gods I too pour out my petitions, that they

may save the Athenians, who now see their children,

their wives, their honour, all that they account valu-

able, exposed to danger.

What shall we say, ye judges, to those who stand

waiting the event of this cause, if (which Heaven

avert
!)

the craft of this impostor should deceive

you ? When we depart from this tribunal with

what face can each of you enter under his own roof^

if you dismiss this traitor, whose roof was polluted

by his corrupt gains ? And, if you pronounce that

council void of credit and authority, which we have

hitherto regarded as highly awful and august, what

hopes my countrymen, (Oh ! consider this,) what

hopes can we conceive, on any perilous emergency,

if we teach men to despise the danger of receiving

bribes against their country ? and, if an assembly.
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the guardians of their country on such emergencies,

be branded with disgrace ?

Let us suppose tlie case, that agreeably to tlie

decree of Demosthenes, Alexander should, by his

ambassadors, demand the gold which Harpalus

brought hither : that, to confirm the sentence of

the Areopagus, he should send back the slaves, and

direct us to extort the truth from them. What
should we then say ? would you, Demosthenes,

then move for a declaration of war ? you, who have

so nobly conducted our former wars? And, if such

should be the resolution of the assembly ; which

would be the fairer procedure, to take that money

to ourselves, which you secreted, in order to support

our war ; or to load our citizens with taxes, to

oblige our women to send in their ornaments, to

melt down our plate, to strip our temples of their

offerings, as your decree directed ? Though from

your houses in the Pyraeus, and in the city, you

yourself contributed just fifty drachmae : and nobly

have your twenty talents repaid such bounty. Or,

would you move that we should not declare war ;

but that we should, agreeably to your decree, return

the gold, conveyed hither, to Alexander ? In this

case, the community must pay your share. And,

is this just, is this equal dealing, is this constitu-

tional, that our useful citizens should be taxed to

glut your avarice ? that men of avowed property

should contribute ;
while your property lies con-

cealed, notwithstanding you have received one hun-
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drcd and fifty talents, partly from the king’s, partly

from Alexander’s treasure
;
all carefully secreted, as

you justly dread the consequences of your conduct?

that our laws should direct tliat every public speaker,

every leader of our forces, should recommend him-

self to the confidence of the public, by educating

children, and b}' possessing land within our terri-

tory, nor assume the direction of our affairs until

he bad given these pledges of his fidelity
;
and that

you should sell your patrimonial lands, and adopt

the children of strangers, to elude the force of laws

and oaths? that you should impose military ser-

vice on others, you who basely lied from your own
post?

To what causes, Athenians ! is the prosperity or

the calamity of a state to be ascribed ? none so

eminently as to its ministers and generals. Turn
your eyes to the state of Thebes. lt,subsislcd once ;

it was once great ; it had its soldiers and com-

manders. There was a time (our elder citizens de-

clare it, and on their authority I speak), when Pelo-

pidas led the sacked band
;
when Epaminondas

and his colleagues commanded the army. Then did

the Thebans gain the victory at Leuctra ;
then did

they pierce into the terribnies of Lacedemon, before

deemed inaccessible ; then did they achieve many

and noble deeds. The Messenians they reinstated

in their city, after a dispersion of four hundred

years. To tlte Arcadians they gave freedom and

independence ; whilst the world viewed their illus-

trious conduct with .applause. On the other hand,

VOL. II. H
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at what time did they act ignobly, unworthy of

their native magnanimity ? When Timolaus called

himself Philip’s friend, and was corrupted by his

gold ; when the traitor Proxenus led the mercenary

forces collected for the expedition to Amphissa ;

when Theagenes, wretched and corrupt, like this

man, was made commander of their band ; then

did these three men confound and utterly destroy

the affairs of that state, and of all Greece, So in-

disputably true it is, that leaders are the great cause

of all the good and all the evil that can attend a

community. We see this in the instance of our

own state : reflect, and say, at what time was this

city, great and eminent in Greece, worthy of our

ancestors, and of their illustrious actions ? When
Conon (as our ancient citizens inform us) gained

the naval victory at Cnidos ; when Iphicrates cut

off the detachment of the Lacedemonians; when

Chabrias defeated the Spartan fleet at Naxos ; when
Timotheus triumphed at the sea-fight near Corcyra,

Then, Athenians ! then it was that the Lacedemo-

nians, whose wise and faithful leaders * whose ad-

herence to their ancient institutions had rendered

them illustrious, were reduced so low, as to appear

before us like abject supplicants, and implore for

mercy. Our state, which they had subverted, by

means of those who then conducted our affairs, once

more became the sovereign of Greece ; and no

1 The word iyi/xtun seems to have been sometimes used, by

the orator, as a general term, signifying not only commanders

in war^ but popular leaders and ministers
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wonder, when tlie men, now mentioned, were our

generals ; and Archinus and Cephalus our ministers.

For what is the great security of every . state and na-

tion ? Good generals and able ministers.

Let this be duly and attentively considered, and
let us no longer snITcr by tlie corrupt and wretched

conduct of Demostliencs. Let it not be imagined,

that we shall ever want good men and faithful

counsellors. With all the generous severity of our

ancestors, let us externunate the man whose bribery,

whose treason, are evidently detected ; who could

not resist the temptation of gold
;
who hath in-

volved his country in calamities the most grievous :

let us destroy this pest of Greece; let not his con-

tagion infect our city ; then may we hope for some

change of fortune, then may we expect that our af-

fairs will flourish. Attend, Athenians ! Avhile we
read the decree proposed by Demosthenes, this

friend to liberty, in the midst of our public disorders,

immediately after the engagement of Chaeronea,

Hear also the Oracle of Dodona, the voice of Dodo-

naean Jove himself
:

(for long since have we been

warned to guard against leaders and ministers.)

—

First read the Oracle,

The Oracle.

Now read this fine decree.

Part of the Decree.

Hje is a friend to liberty indeed, who issues out

h2
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his mandate for our citizens to take up arms ; him-

self, spiritless and dastardly
;
who, if displeased at

any of his countrymen, orders them to the post of

toil and labour
; and assumes, in every instance, a

despotic power of acting as lie pleases.—Now read

the rest.

The Rest of the Decree.

You hear, ye judges, that the ambassadors arc all

named in the decree. But the instant this man was

informed of the battle of Climronea, and that Philip

was preparing to invade us, he procured liimself to

be nominated an ambassador, that he might fly

from the danger which threatened us
; and, with

a shameless insensibility to the distresses of his

country, did he then secrete eight talents of the

public money, while other citizens were freely con-

tributing to the necessities of the state from their

own fortunes. Such was this minister, and such the

occasions, the only occasions, he ever took of going

abroad-: the first, immediately after the engagement,

when he fled from the danger of his country
; the

second, when protected by his office of chief in-

spector of the solemnities *, he went to Olympia, to

confer with Nicanor. A man worthy to be in-

^ The name of their office who went as depu-

ties to oflfer sacrifices, dc. at the most famous temples, or (as

in the present case) to attend at the public games. The scenes

of such solemnities were exempt from all hostilities, and the

persons of the and were sacred and inviolable.
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citizens were accused ; and by comparing cases so

exactly parallel, convince yourselves of the infatua-

tion of Demosthenes.

A Decree.

Did you, Demostlienes, propose this decree ?

You did : it cannot be denied. Was the report of

the Areopagus decisive in this case ? It was. Were
the delinquents punished with death ? They were :

your decree had its due weight : it cannot be de-

nied. Now, read that decree which Demosthenes

preferred against Demosthenes. Attend, yc judges

!

—He hath detected, he hath informed against De-

mosthenes : (this is the fact, i»i one word:) and

upon himself hath he justly pronounced the sentence

of death. And now, when he is consigned over to

you, judges, selected from the body of our citizens,

sworn to obey the laws and resolutions of the as-

sembly ;
how will you proceed ? will you impiously

defy the vengeance of the gods ? Will you violate

all that is accounted just and sacred among men ? O,

no! my countrymen ! by no means! Grievous and

scandalous it would be, if other citizens, not more

unworthy, not more criminal than Demosthenes,

should be destroyed by his decrees ; whilst he him-

self, convicted by himself, and by his own decree,

should despise you and your laws, and triumph in

his impunity. This very council, this place, these

laws, this very speaker, were the causes of all the

severity which hath been, or may be felt, by other

delinquents. The same speaker hath, in the presence
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of the popular assembly, committed the decision

of bis own cause to the same council. You were

witnesses of this, of the compact which he made
with his country. He drew up the decree, by

which he is condemned : he deposited it with the

mother of the god.s, the guardian of all our public

acts and laws. It would be impious to rescind it

;

to invoke the gods as witnesses to the integrity of

your decisions ; and to decide in opposition to those

facts which the gods have sanctified. Neptune,

when condemned by this council, in his contest

with Mars, submitted to its decision. The tre-

mendous Furies, witnesses of its sentence in the

cause of Orestes, of the sanctity and integrity of its

judgment, have fixed their residence in this council.

And how will you proceed, you who affect the

character of consummate piety ? Shall the wicked

arts of Demosthenes prevail on you to invalidate its

authority? No, Athenians! your wisdom cannot

suffer it. You are this day to give sentence, in no

ordinary or trivial cause. You are to determine

the safety of your country
;
you are to pronounce

sentence on corruption, on those wicked practices

which involve the world in calamity. If, then, you

now exert yourselves to the utmost, exterminate

those criminals, and correct the shameless eagerness

of receiving bribes ; then (if Heaven so pleases) you

shall enjoy prosperity ; but if you permit your

public speakers to sell you, such negligence must

prove the ruin of your country.

In our popular assembly, Demosthenes proposed.



104 ORATION OF DINARCHUS [Orat. XVfl.

(as a thing indispensably required by the rules of

justice), that all the treasure, brought into Attica by

Harpalus, should be seized and kept for Alexander.

But say, how shall we keep this treasure, if you se-

crete your twenty talents, if another secures his

sum, if Demades is to have his ample portion, if

the rest arc to possess their several shares, as speci-

fied in the report? Sixty-four talents arc declared to

be the amount of such distributions. And whicli

is the nobler and the juster procedure ; to intrust the

whole to the state, until tlie people sliall have come

to some fair determination ; or to suffer our orators

and some generals to divide the spoil ? To intrust

it to the public, must in my opinion be universally

acknowledged just and reasonable ; that it should

be possessed by private persons, can never be pre-

tended.

Many, and various, and inconsistent, arc the

allegations, which you shall hear this man urge, ye

judges ! For lie knows, that heretofore you have

always suffered him to amuse you with airy hopes

and false representations ; nor ever retained the

memory of his promise longer than whilst he was

delivering them. If, then, the state is to be still

loaded with the baseness and accursed fortune of

Demosthenes, I can only say, that whatever may

be the event, we must submit. But, if we still retain

the due regard to our country, if we still retain the

just abhorrence of wicked and corrupted men, if

we would redeem our fortune, and form happy pre-

.sages of futurity, we must be deaf to the entreaties
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of tlii.s abandoned impostor; vvc must not sufier bis

artful tears, and insidious supplications, to prevail

upon us. Which of you, O Athenians ! is so cre-

dulous, who so inconsiderate, who so inexperienced

in all past and present affairs, as to expect, that a

state, reduced from such {’randeur to its present

ignoble condition, (from what cause or what for-

tune I shall not say,) a state, that now finds its

distresses aggravated, and its dangers increased, by

the corrupt practices of its citizens, loaded with

odious imputations, obliged to justify his conducti

to obviate the suspicion of having received money

which some individuals have secreted
;

tliat such a

state, I say, can still be saved, by the services of

such a man ? Why should 1 mention the numerous

instances of his false and inconsistent conduct?

How, at one time, he insisted and proposed, that

no divinity should be admitted, but such as de-

scended to us from ancient tradition
;
and the next

moment declared, that the people should not con-

tend with Alexander, about his claim of divine ho-

nours ? How, when he himself was in danger of a

trial, he impeached Callimedon of conspiring with

the exiles at Megara to destroy our constitution

;

and then, at once, withdrew his impeachment?

How, in the assembly lately convened, he procured

and suborned a witness to testify, that a design was

formed against our stores, but never j)referred a

decree ;
only alarmed us with these informations,

just to serve the present purpose?—Of all these

things you have been witnesses.
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He is, intlced, niy countrymen, an impostor and a

profligate ;
no true Athenian ; as all his conduct and

transactions declare. What ships of war were pro-

vided for the state, in his administration, as in that

of Eubulus ? What conveniences or buildings for

our marine? When did he, by any decree, or any

law, regulate our cavalry ? What force, either by

land or sea, did he provide, when so many fair oc-

casions oflered, after the fatal eng-agement at Cliai-

ronea? What oflerings did he deposit in our cita-

del, to grace the shrine of our patroness ? What
edifices hath he erected in our port, in our city, or

in our territory ? None. And shall this man, who,

in war, hath proved a coward, in his civil conduct,

useless ;
who hath never once attempted to oppose

or control the traitorous enemies to the state
;
who

hath wavered, and changed, and deserted the ser-

vice of the people ; shall this man find mercy ? No.

If you are wise, if you have a generous regard for

yourselves and for your country, embrace this happy

opportunity ; deliver to the hand of justice those

public speakers whose corruption hath disgraced

the state, and guard against that danger, which the

gods, by their sacred oracles, have frequently de-

nounced ; the danger to be apprehended from

leaders and counsellors. Hear the words of this

Oracle. Read

!

jTAe Oracle,

• But how can we have one mind, how can we

* If appears plainly, that this oracle concluded -with reconu
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all conspire to the general interest, if our ministers

and leaders are suffered to desert that interest for a

bribe? If you and all the people are to see your
native soil, your religion, your children, your wives,

exposed to the danger of utter ruin ; while they

form (heir iniquitous schemes in concert ; affect to

be severe, and to inveigh against each other in

public ; but in private all conspire, and concur in

one design, that of deceiving and abusing your cre-

dulity ?—What is really the conduct of a minister

true to the community, and sincerely an enemy to

those w’ho act and speak against its interest ? Or,

what is said to have been the regular tenor of their

conduct who lived before your time, Demosthenes

and Polyeuctes, when the state was involved in no

distress ? Did they not bring criminals to justice ?

Did they not impeach ? Did they not prosecute them

for illegal practices ? Where is the instance, in which

you have imitated this conduct, you who affect

such veneration for the. people, who tell us, that

our security depends wholly on their determina-

tions ? Did you commence any prosecutions against

Demades, when his administration had been so

repeatedly and enormously illegal ? Did you endea-

vour to control any of those his actions, purposely

calculated to oppose our interest? No; not one!

Did you impeach him, when his conduct had, in

many instances, violated our decrees and laws?

Never ! No ; you suffered his statue to be erected

mending unanimity, so as to form a connexion witli this passage,

in'which, probably, the very words of the oracle arc repealed.
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ill our cily
;
you sufTcred him to obtain the honour

of public maintenance, as if equal in merit to the

descendants of Hannodius and Aristogiton. On
wiiat occasion hatli the people ever experienced

your affections ? When have they felt the good

effects of your force and energy, as public speakers?

Is it then you boast this energy, when you deceive

them, when you can g-ain their attention to your

servile flattery ?
'' No resource can you find abroad:

“ your only refuge is in their kindness.”—First,

you should have approved yourselves zealous in

opposing those whose counsels are repugnant to the

people's interest ;
then might you expect some

credit, when you declare, that your only refuge is

in the kindness of the people. But your declara-

tions are false
;
you have secured your resources

abroad, by vying with each otlier in abject flattery

of those who confessedly devote themselves to the

service of Alexander : who, confessedly, have shared

those bribes which the council hath thus detected

and condemned. You, Demosthenes, in particular,

have had your interview with Nicanor, in the pre-

sence of all Greece
:
you have been at Olympia

;

you have consulted the god. T/ius is it plain that

you are in no dangerfrom abroad. Yet you re-

present your condition as truly pitiable, traitor and

hireling as you are, vainly imagining that your

wicked artifices shall deceive; and that you shall

escape the punishment due to your offences. Thus

have you proved more shameless and abandoned

than Demades himself. He, indeed, did not disguise

his guilt ; he confessed that he had received, and
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would receive, gold. But then he did not presume

to shew his face in public ; he did not dare to object

to the report of the council ; though he never

moved that the sentence of the council should be

decisive in his case ; never condemned himself to

die, if adjudged guilty of bribery by the council.

But such was your dependence on your fair speeches,

such was your contempt of the simplicity of your

countrymen, that you thought it easy to persuade

your judges, that in your case only the Areopagus

had reported falsely
; against you alone, their sen-

tence had been unjust. But who can admit ofsucli

a thought ?

And now, my fellow-citizens, consider how you

are to act. The people have returned to you an

information of a critnc lately committed. Demo-
sthenes stands first before you, to suffer the punish-

ment denounced against all whom this information

condemns. Wc have explained his guilt, with an

unbiassed attention to the laws. Will you then

discover a total disregard of all these offences ?

Will you, when intrusted with so important a de-

cision, invalidate the judgment of the people, of the

Areopagus, of all mankind ? Will you take upon

yourselves the guilt of these men .? Or, will you give

the world an example of that detestation in which

this state holds traitors and hirelings that oppose

our interests for a bribe ? This entirely depends on

you. You, the fifteen hundred chosen judges, have

the safety of our country in your hands. This day,

this - sentence you are now to pronounce, must
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establish this city in full security, if it be consonant

to justice; or must entirely defeat all our hopes, if

it gives support to such iniquitous practices. Let

not the false tears of Demosthenes make an impres-

sion on your minds; nor sacrifice our rights and

laws to his supplications. Necessity never forced

him to receive his share of this gold : he was more

than sufficiently enriched by your treasure. Neces-

sity hath not forced him, now, to enter on his de-

fence; his crimes are acknowledged; his sentence

pronounced by himself. The sordid baseness, the

guilt of all his past life, have, at length, brought

down vengeance upon his head. Let not then his

tears and lamentations move you. It is your coun-

try that much more deservedly claims your pity
;

your country, which his practices have exposed to

danger; your country, which now supplicates its

sons, presents your wives and children before you,

beseeching you to save them, by punishing this

traitor ; that country, in which your ancestors, with

a generous zeal, encountered numberless dangers,

that they might transmit it free to their posterity

;

in which we find many and noble examples of

ancient virtue. Here fix your attention. Look to

your religion, the sacred rites of antiquity, the se-

pulchres of your fathers; and give sentence with

an unshaken integrity. When Demosthenes at-

tempts to deceive and abuse you, with his tears and

wailings, then turn your eyes to the city, reflect upon

its former glory, and consider whether Demosthenes

hath been reduced to greater wretchedness, by the

city ; or the city, by Demosthenes. You will -find
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tliat he, from the time that he was intrusted with

our affairs, rose, from the condition of a writer of

speeches, and hired pleader for Ctesippus and

Phormio, to a state of affluence superior to all his

countrymen : from obscurity, from a birth ennobled

by no ancestry, he arose to eminence: but, that

(!ic city hath been reduced to a condition utterly

unworthy of its ancient illustrious honours.

Despising then the entreaties, the false artifices

of tliis man, let justice and integrity be your only

objects. Consider the good of your country, not

that of Demosthenes. This is the part of honest

upright judges. And should any man arise to

plead in favour of Demosthenes, consider, that such

a man, if not involved in tlie same guilt, is at least

disaffected to the state ; as he would screen those

from justice who have been bribed to betray its in-

terests; as he would subvert the authority of the

Areopagus, on which our lives depend, and con-

found and destroy all our laws and institutions.

But should any orator or general arise to defend

him, in hopes to defeat an indictment by which

they themselves must be attacked, suffer them not

to speak ; consider that they have been accomplices

in entertaining and conveying Harpalus away.

Consider, that these men do really speak agtiinst

their country, and are the common enemies of our

laws and constitution. Silence such insidious ad-

vocates. If the facts alleged be false, let that be

proved. And, especially, let your indignation fall

on Ihoi who foolishly relies on his power of speak-
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ing; who, when evidently convicted of receiving

bribes, adds to his guilt, by attempting to practise

his artifice upon you. Inflict that punishment upon

him, which the honour ofyour country and your own
honour demands. Else, by one vote, by one sen-

tence, will you bringdown all their guilt upon your-

selves and on the people, who have, or may be con-

victed of corruption ; and you yourselves will con-

demn that ill-judged lenity which now suffers them

to escape ; when it is no longer in your power to

prevent the fatal consequences.

Thus have I endeavoured to discharge my part

of this prosecution. I have assisted without regard

to any consideration, but that of justice, and the

interest of the state. I have not deserted the cause

of my country, nor sacrificed the trust reposed in

me by the people, to private favour. I but request

that your sentence may be directed by the same

principles. And now let those speak, who are to

succeed me in this prosecution

END OF THE OKATIO.V OF DINARCHUS AGAINST DEMOSTHENES.

« The former part of die Philippic oialioiis was c losed willi a,

brief account of the overthrow of Grecian liberty by the arms of

Macedon. The addition of the oration of Dinarchus to the pre-

sent collection, affords an occasion of deducing the history ofour

orator himself, from his public adiiiiiiistration, down to the fatal

period of his life. A short time before he had been loaded with

the imputation of having suffered himself to he corrupted by

Harpalus, he had a fair occasion of explaining the general tenor
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of his public conduct : and, on this occasion, (I mean his con-

test with iEschines about the crown,) the people gave a full

and ample testimony to the wisdom and integrity of his coun-

sels, to his patriotic zeal and indefatigable ardour in the ser-

vice of his country,

Yef his character, great and splendid as it certainly was. Lad

yet one fault, which obscured and disgraced its lustre, that of too

passionate a regard for money. And the indelicate means to

which he descended, of acquiring riches, diverted the attention

of severe observers from the noble purposes to which he some-

times applied them. Faction must have contributed to increase

the clamour which the suspicion of his avarice excitctl. And
both might have conspired to give credit to the late accusation

of his enemies. The testimony of Pausanias (as mentioned in

the introduction to the oration of Dinarchus) affords a very

strong presumption of his innocence in this case. His own

steady appeal to the justice of his country, his forwardness in

promoting an inquiry into the private practices of Harpalus,

and the zeat which he expressed for detecting those who had

been really guilty of receiving bis money, seem to be no indica-

tions of his own guilt; unlcss^it be supposed, that he had arrived

to a pitch of consummate hypocrisy, and even of folly. The
sentence of the Areopagus, indeed, condemned him ; but this

sentence wouUl have had more weight, had wc any a\ithentic

evidence that, amidst all the corruption and degeneracy of

Athens, this council still maintained its purity and integrity.

A private man (as Dinarchus himself declares) found means to

corrupt one Areopagite. The Macedonian faction might, with

equal ease have corrupted the whole council ; and, although

the authority of this council aflbrded a plausible and popular

argument to our orator s accusers, yet the people did not al-

ways pay an implicit deference to their authority. The other

persons who were, on this occasion, pronounced guilty by the

Areopagus, were, when brought to trial, acquitted by their

judges, though Deinoslheiies was condemned iii: the ti|^t heat

and violence of the public resentment.

In consequence of his condemnation he was committed to

prison, until he should pay the fine of fifty talents imposed upon

him. The disgrace of his sentence operated so powerfully on his
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bodily frame, that he grew impatient and unable to endure the

rigour of confinement, and, by the connivance of his keepers,

found means to escape, and to fly from the city. He chose

Traezene for his residence ; where he lived, for some time, in a

gloomy and dejected state of exile ; frequently turning his face

towards Attica, (saith Plutarch,) and bursting into tears, and

constantly warning the youth who visited him, not to meddle

in political affairs.

Whilst Demosthenes continued in this melancholy state, the

Greeks, impatient of subjection, and still possessed with hopes

of recovering their ancient glory, took the advantage of Alex-

ander's absence, and began to concert measures for reducing

the Macedonian power, and recovering their own iiulepondence.

The satraps of Asia encouraged them in these dispositions

;

and Leosthenes, an Athenian of eminence, was soon made com-

mander of a large body of forces that had been dismissed from

the service of the Macedonians ; and was supplied by his coun-

try with all necessaries for the vigorous prosecution of war. In

the midst of these preparations advice was received of Alexaiu

dcr’s death, which increased the hopes and animated the efforts

of the Greeks. The Athenians, in particular, dispatched their

ambassadors to the several states, to urge them to embrace this

happy opportunity, and to take up arms for the recovery of their

liberty. The states paid the utmost attention to these remon-

strances, collected their forces, marched under the command

of Leosthenes, gained some advantages over the Macedo-

nians, pressed forward into Thessaly, defeated Antipaier, the

governor of Macedon, and blocked him up in Lamia
^ where

their general, Leosthenes was unfortunateJy slain, as he was

visiting the works, and directing the siege with the fairest pros-

pect of success.

During these commotions in Greece, Demosthenes, though an

exile, could not remain an unconcerned spectator. A zeal for

opposing the progress of the Macedonian power had ever been

his strongest passion. He still retained the same violent impres-

sions; and, transported to find his countrymen now full of that

spirit which his life had been spent in raising, he attended the

Athenian deputies from city to city, assisting and supporting

their remonstrances. He was strenuously opposeil by Pytheas,
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an Athenian, ^vIlo hacl revolted to Antipater. These two partisans

liappened to meet in Arcadia, where the heat of their opposition

was inflamed to a considerable degree of passion and animosity.

Whenever,” said Pytlieas, “ we see asses milk brought into a

family, we conclude that it is distempered
;
just so, when

“ Athenian ambassadors are introduced into any city, we may
presume that it labours under disorders.” True,” replied

Demostliciies, ‘‘ and as asses milk is ever brought into a family

“ to restore its health; so the Athenians never send ambassa-

dors to any city, but to put an end to the disorders which

oppress it.”

The liveliness of this answer had more efl’ect than all the

pathetic remonstrances and entreaties of Demosthenes. It de-

lighted the imaginations, and flattered the vanity of his conii-

trymen. Wc may well suppose, that tlicir condemnation had

been violent and precipitate, when so slight an incident was

suflicient to reconcile him to their favour. He was instantly

recalled ; a ship was dispatched to convey him home ; and, no

sooner did he land at the Pirieus, than he found himself sur-

rounded by the whole body of his fellow citizens, and con-

gratulated by their united acclamations.

The flue, formerly imposed upon him, could not indeed be

remitted ; but an ex[)e(lient was found to elude tlie law'. It had

been usual to assign a sum of money to the person w ho was in-

trusted to provide for the celebration of a festival in honour of

Jupiter the Saver. To tliis oflice Demosthenes was ap-

pointed, and, for the performance of it, tlie pcoj)le assigned

him fifty talents, the sum in which he had been condemned.

Pmt Demosthenes did not long enjoy his present triumph.

A considerable reinforcement, which Antipater received from

Asia, enabled him to prosecute the war with new vigour against

the confederated Greeks, whom he defeated at Cranon in Thes-

saly. Each state was now' forced; by a prompt submission, to

recommend itself to the mercy of the conqueror. The severest

terms were imposed on tlie Athenians. Their form of govern-

ment was changed to an oligarchy ; they were obliged to receive

a Macedonian garrison
;
and Antipater demanded that ten of

their public speakers, (in which number Demosthenes was in-

cluded,) should be given up to his vengeance. Alexander had
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made the like demand, and the Athenians bravely refuseil to

comply. But now Demosthenes found them by no means in-

clined to protect him. He, therefore, tied from I lie city ; and

his^iickle countrymen, with a shameful servile adulation to the

conqueror, condemned him to death. He gained Calauria, an

obscure island ; and there took sanctuary in the temple of

Neptune. But he was quickly pursued to the place of his

retirement, by Archias, one of the principal instruments of

Antipater's revenge, attended by a party of soldiers. This

Archias, who had formerly been a tragedian, appeared before

Demosthenes, affected to commiserate his condition, and gave

him hopes of pardon and security. To this he replied, with a

cold contempt: “ You never could affect me on the stage; nor

can your promises make the least impression.^^ When Archias

began to speak in more peremptory and menacing terms;

Now," said Demosthenes, “ you pronounce the very dictates

“ of the Macedonian oracle : before, you but acted a part. I

desire but a moment's respite, that I may send some direc-

** tions to my family.'^ He then retired, and seemed employed

in writing for a while ; Archias and his soldiers drew near, and

found him with his head bowed down and covered. They im-

puted his behaviour to timidity and unmanly terror, and pressed

him to rise. The great Athenian had now completely executed

his fatal purpose; and perceiving that the poison he had taken,

by this time had seized his vitals, he uncovered his head, and

fixing his eyes on Archias, “ Now,'' said he, you need not

scruple to act the part of Creou in the tragedy, and cast out

this corpse unburied." (Alluding to a speech in the Antigone

of Sophocles, ill which Creon orders that the body of Polynices

should be exposed to dogs and birds of prey.) “ O gracious

** Neptune !" continued Demosthenes :
** I will not defile thy

“ temple ; while I yet live, i retire from this holy place, which

‘‘ Antipater and the Macejbniaiis have not left unpolluted.'’

He then rose, and desired to be supported ; but, as he passed

by the altar, in a feeble and trembling pace, he sunk down and

expired with a groan.

Thus died Demosthenes, at the age of sixty years. His

countrymen, ever wavering and inconsistent in their cqnduct,

regretted the death of that man whom they had basely given
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up to destruction ; and, by the honours wliich they paid to his

memory, seemed desirous to efface the stain of their ingrati-

tude.

Among other honours paid to their illustrious citizen, his

statue was erect(‘(l iu the city, with an inscription on its base,

to the following purport

:

If, with a sage and martial soul inspir’d,

Thine arm had conquer’d, as thy counsels fir’d ;

(irecce then had brav’d the Macedonian sword.

Nor bow’d, submissive, to her conqu’ring lord.

An inscription, which, possibly, may, without presumption, be

pronounced defective iu point of delicacy, as it professes to do

honour to Demosthenes, but, at the same time, keeps in full view

the great and notoriously exceptionable part of his character.
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INTRODUCTION.

Through the whole progress of that important
111

contest, which Athens maintained against the

Macedonians, Dcmostlienes and yEschines had

ever been distinguished by their weight and in-

lliience in the assemblies of their state. They

had adopted difl'erent systems of ministerial con-

duct, and stood at the head of two opposite

])artics, each so powerful as to prevail by turns,

and to defeat the schemes of their antagonist. The
leaders had, on several occasions, avowed their

mutual opposition and animosity. Demosthenes,

in particular, had brought an impeachment against

his rival, and obliged him to enter into a formal

defence of his conduct, during an embassy at the

court of Macedon. His resentment was confirmed

by this desperate attack ; and his success, in bear-

ing up against it, encouraged him to watch some

favourable opportunity for retorting on his ac-

cuser.

The defeat at Chaeronea afforded this oppor-

tunity. The people in general were, indeed, too

equitable to withdraw their confidence from De-

mo^henes, although his measures had been unsuc-



122 INTRODUCTION.

cessful. l>ut faction, which judges, or afl’ecls to

judge, merely by events, was violent and clamo-

rous. The minister was reviled, his conduct .se-

verely scrutinized, his errors aggravated, his policy

condemned, and he himself threatened with in-

quiries, trials, and impeachments. The zeal of his

partizans, on the other hand, was roused by this

opposition ; and they deemed it expedient to pro-

cure some public .solemn declaration in favour of

Demosthenes, as the most effectual means to si-

lence his accusers.

It was usual with the Athenians, and, indeed

with all the Greeks, when they would express

their sense of extraordinary merit, to crown the

person so distinguished with a chaplet of olive in-

terwoven with gold. The ceremony was performed

in some populous assembly, convened either for

business or entertainment ; and proclamation was

made in due form, of the honour tlius conferred,

and the services for which it was bestowed.

To procure such an honour for Demosthenes,

at this particular juncture, was thought the most

effectual means to confound the clamour of his

enemies. He had lately been intrusted with the

repair of the fortifications of Athens, in which he

expended a considerable sum of his own, over and

above the public appointment, and thus enlarged

the work beyond the letter of his instructions. It



INTRODUCTION. 123

was therefore agreed, that Ctesiphoii, one of his

zealous friends, should take this occasion of moving

the senate to prepare a Decree (to be ratified

by Uie popular assembly) reciting this particular

service of Demosthenes, representing him as a

citizen of distinguished merit, and ordaining that a

GOLDEN CROWN (as it was called) should be

conferred upon him. To give this transaction the

greater solemnity, it was moved that the ceremony

should be performed in the theatre of Bacchus,

during the festival held in honour of that god, when

not only the Athenians, but other Greeks, from all

parts of the nation, were assembled to sec the trage-

dies exhibited in that festival.

The senate agreed to the resolution. But, be-

fore it could be referred to the popular assembly

for their confirmation, i^lschincs, who had exa-

mined the whole transaction, with all the severity

that hatred and jealousy could inspire, pronounced

it irregular and illegal, both in form and matter

:

and without delay assumed the common privilege of

an Athenian citizen, to commence a suit against

Ctesiphon, as the first mover of a decree repugnant

to the laws, a crime of a very heinous nature in the

Athenian polity.

The articles on which he founds his accusation

are reduced to these three.
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I. Whereas every citizen, who has liornc any

magistracy, is obliged, by law, to lay a full account

of this administration before the proper officers ;

and that it is expressly enacted, that no man shall

be capable of receiving any public honours, till this

his account hath been duly examined and approved ;

Ctesiphon hath yet moved that Demosthenes should

receive a crown, previously to the examination of

his conduct in the office conferred upon him, and

before the passing of his accounts.

II. Whereas it is ordained that all crowns con-

ferred by the community of citizens shall be pre-

sented and proclaimed in their assembly, and in no

other place whatsoever
; Ctesiphon hath yet pro-

posed that the crown should be presented and pro-

claimed in the theatre.

III. Whereas the laws pronounce it highly penal

for any man to insert a falsehood in any motion

or decree ; Ctesiphon hath yet expressly declared,

as the foundation of this his decree, that the con-

duct of Demosthenes hath been ever excellent, ho-

nourable, and highly serviceable to the state; a

point directly opposite to the truth.

The two former of these articles he endeavours

to establish by an appeal to the laws and ordi-

nances of Athens. Here he was obliged to be cri-
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tical and copious, which may render the first parts

of his pleading- not so agreeable to an English

reader, as that in which he enters into the public

transactions of his country, and the ministerial

conduct of his adversary.

The prosecution was commenced in the year of

the fatal battle of Chmronea. But the final deci-

sion of the cause had been suspended about eight

years ; and tliis interval was full of great events, to

which each of the speakers frequently alluded.

It was the first care of Alexander, on his ac-

cession to the throne, to undeceive those among

the Greeks, who, like Demosthenes, had affected

to <lespise his youth. He instantly marched into

Peloponnesus, and demanded the people of that

country to accept him as commander of their

forces against Persia. The Spartans alone sullenly

refused. The Athenians, on their part, were inti-

midated, and yielded to his demand with greater

expressions of reverence and submission than they

had ever paid to his father.—He returned to Ma-

cedon to hasten his preparations, where he found

it necessary to march against his barbarous neigh-

bours, who were meditating a descent upon his

kingdom. His conflicts with these people occa-

sioned a report to be spread through Greece, that

the young king had fallen in battle. The Mace-

doilian faction were alarmed: their opposers in-
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tliistriously propagated the report, and excited the

Greeks to seize this opportunity to rise up against

a power which had reduced them to a state of

ignominious subjection. The Thebans, unhap|)ily,

yielded to such instances, took arms, and slaughtered

the Macedonian garrison that had been stationed in

their citadel.

But this insolence and cruelly did not long re-

main unpunished. Alexander suddenly appeared

before their gates, at the head of his army, and in

a few days became master of their city, where he

executed his vengeance with fire and sword. Tiie

miserable state of desolation and captivity to which

the Thebans were thus reduced, is attributed, in the

following oration, to the pernicious counsels and

machinations of Demosthenes, and displayed in the

most lively and patlietic terms.

Nor did this extraordinary instance of rigour fail

of its intended effect. The Greeks were astonislied

and confounded. The Athenians thought it expe-

dient to send a deputation of their citizens, to con-

gratulate the king of Macedon on his late successes.

Demosthenes was one of the persons chosen to ex-

ecute this commission ; but, conscious of the re-

sentment which his well known zeal against the

Macedonian interest must have merited from Alex-

ander, he deserted the other deputies while they

were on their journey, and returned precipitately
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to Athens. Nor, indeed, were his apprehensions

groundless
;

for, although the address was gra-

ciously received, yet the king took this occasion of

complaining, in a manner which marked his supe-

riority, of those factious leaders among the Athe-

nians, to whom he affected to impute all the cala-

mities of Greece, from the battle of Chaeronea to

the destruction of Thebes. lie demanded that

several of tlie public speakers, and Demosthenes

among the rest, should be delivered up to the

power of the Amphictyonic Council, there to abide

their trial, and to meet the punishment due to thejr

offences. This was in effect to demand that they

should be delivered into his own hands. The Athe-

nians were in the utmost consternation ; but found

means to deprecate his resentment, and prevail

upon him to be satisfied with the banishment of

Charidemus, one of his most distinguished opposers:

who accordingly repaired to thg court of Darius,

where his sage counsel, that the Persian should

avoid an engagement with Alexander, provoked

the haughty and capricious tyrant to put hini to

death.

During Alexander’s famous expedition into Asia,

and the progress of his stupendous victories, Greece

enjoyed a sort of calm, and the Athenians found

leisure to decide the contest between their rival

statesmen. The parties now appeared before a

number ofjudges, probably not less than five him-
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dred, and these chosen from the citizens at large

;

men of lively and warm imaginations, and of all

others most susceptible of the impressions made by

the force and artifice of popular eloquence. The

partisans of each side crowded round, to assist and

support their friend ; and the tribunal was sur-

rounded, not only by the citizens of Athens, but

by vast numbers from all parts of Greece, curious

to hear two so celebrated speakers, upon a subject

so engaging as the late national transactions, and

to be witnesses of the decision of a cause, which

had been, for some years, the object of general

attention and expectation.



THE

ORATION OF AESCHINES
AG4INST

CTESIPHON.

You see, Athenians! what forces are prepared,

what numbers formed and arrayed, what soliciting

through the assenibly, by a certain party ; and all

this, to oppose the fair and ordinary course ofjustice

in the state. As to me, I stand here in firm reliance,

first on the immortal gods, next on the laws, and

you ; convinced that faction never can have greater

weight with you, than law and justice.

It were to be wished, indeed, that the presidents

of our senate, and of our popular assembly, would

attend with duo care to the order of their debates ;

that the laws ordained by Solon, to secure the de-

cency of public sj)caking, might still preserve their

force ; that so, our elder citizens might first arise

in due and decent form, (as these laws direct,)

without tumult or confusion; and each declare in

order, the salutary counsels of his sage experience;

that, after these, our other citizens who choose to

speak, might severally, and in order, according to

VOL. H. K
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their ages^ propose their sentiments on every sub-

ject. Thus, in my opinion, would the course of

government be more exactly regulated ;
and thus

would our assemblies be less frequently engaged in

trials. But now, when these institutions, so' con-

fessedly excellent, have lost their force
;
when men

propose illegal resolutions, without reserve or

sCrupIe ; when others are found to put them to the

vote, not regularly chosen to preside in our assem-

blies, but men who have raised themselves to this

dignity by intrigue
; when, if any of the other se-

nators on whom the lot of presidency hath fairly

fallen, should discharge his office faithfully, and

report your voices truly, there are men who threaten

to impeach him, men who invade our rights, and

regard the administration as their private property

;

who have secured their vassals, and raised them-

selves to sovereignty
;
who have suppressed such

judicial procedures as are founded on established

laws, and, in the decision of those appointed by

temporary decrees, consult their passions ; now, I

say, that most sage and virtuous proclamation is no

longer heard: “ Who is disposed to speak, of

" THOSE ABOVE FIFTY YEARS OLD ? ’ and then.

Who of the other citizens in their turns.?”

Nor is the indecent license of our speakers any

longer restrained by our laws, by our magistrates *

;

* JSyeur magiUratt$. In the original, “ by the Prttanes,
“ nor by ike PnoKoni .” Of which officers some account hath

been already given, in the introduction to the tirst Philippic

Oration translated.
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no, nor by the presiding tribe, vviiicli contains a full

tenth part of the comtuunity.

If such be our 'situation, such the present cir-

cumstances of the state,—and of this you seem con-

vinced; one part alone of our polity remains
;

(as

far as I may presume to judge ;) prosecutions " of

those who violate the laws. Should you suppress

these
; should you permit them to be suppressed

; I

freely pronounce your fate ; that your government

must be gradually and imperceptibly given up to

(he power of a few. You are not to be informed,

Athenians ! that there are three different modes

of government established in the world ; the mo-

narchical, the government of the few, and the free

republic. In the two former, the administration

is directed by llic pleasure of the ruling powers
; in

free states, it is regulated by established laws. It is

then a truth, of which none should be ignorant,

which every man should impress deeply on his

mind
; that when he enters the tribunal, to decide

a case of violation of the laws, he that day gives

" Protecutions, Xc. I’liosc any citizen miglit commence

against the author of any decree or public resolution, which he

deemed of pernicious tendency, or repugnant to tlie established

law's. The mover of any new law was also liable to the like

prosecution. And this w'as necessary in a constitution like that

of Athens, where all decisions were made in large and tumul-

tuous assemblies. Here, a few leaders might easily gain an

absolute authority, and prevail upon the giddy multitude to

consent to any proposition whatever, (if enforced by plausible

arguments,) niiles.s they were restrained by the fear of being

called ^to account for the motions they had made, and the re-

solutions passed at their instances.

K. 2
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sentence on his own liberties. Wisely therefore

hath our legislator prescribed this, as the first clause

in the oath of every judge :
“ I will give my

" VOICE AGREEARLY TO THE LAWS well know-

ing, that wlien the laws are preserved sacred in

every state, the freedom of their constitution is most

effectually secured. r.iet these things be ever kept

in memory, that your indignation may be kindled

against all those whose decrees have been illegal.

Let not any of their offences be deemed of little

moment, but all of the greatest importance ;
nor

suffer your rights to be wrested from you, by any

power ; neither by the combinations of your gene-

rals, who, by conspiring with our public speakers,

have frequently involved the state in danger ; nor

by the solicitations of foreigners, who have been

brought up to screen some men from justice, whose

administration hath been notoriously illegal. But as

each man* among you would be ashamed to desert

from his post in battle ; so think it shameful to aban-

don the post this day assigned to you by the laws,

that of guardians of the constitution.

Let it also be remembered, that the whole body

of our citizens hath now committed their state,

their liberties into your hands. Some of them are

present, awaiting the event of this trial ; others are

“ As each man, &c. To perceive the wlwle force and artifice

of this similitude, the reader is to recollect, that at the battle

of Chacronea, Demosthenes betrayed the utmost weakness and
cowardice ; a matter of great triumph to his enemies, and a

constant subject of their ridicule.
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called away to attend on their private affairs. Shew
the due reverence to these ; remember your oaths

and your, laws ; and if we convict Ctesiphon of

having proposed decrees illegal, false, and detri-

mental' to the state, reverse these illegal decrees,

assert the freedom of your constitution, and punish

those who have administered your affairs in oppo-

sition to your laws, in contempt of your constitu-

tion, and in total disregard of your interest. If,

with these sentiments impressed upon your minds,

you attend to what is now to be proposed, you

must, I am convinced, proceed to a decision just

and religious, a decision of the utmost advantage

to yourselves, and to the state.

As to the general nature of this prosecution, thus

far have I premised, and, I trust, without offence.

Let me now request your attention to a few words

about the laws relative to persons accountable to

the public, which have been violated by the decree

proposed by Ctesiphon.

In former times there ivere found magistrates of

the most distinguished rank, and intrusted with

the management of our revenues, who in their se-

veral stations were guilty of the basest corruption,

but who, by forming an interest with the speakers

in the senate, and in the popular assembly, antici-

pated their accounts by public honours, and decla-

rations of applause. Thus, when their conduct

came to a formal examination, their accusers were

involved in great perplexity, their judges in still

greater. For many of the persons thus subject to
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examination, though convicted, on the clearest evi-

dence, of having’ defrauded the public, were yet

suffered to escape from justice ; and no wonder.

The judges were ashamed that the same man, in the

same city, possibly in the same year, should be pub-

licly honoured in our-, festivals, (hat proclamations

should be made, “ that the people had conferred a

“ golden crown upon him, on account of his inte-

grity and virtuo that the same man, I say, in

a short time after, when his conduct had been

brought to an examination, should depart from the-

tribunal, condemned of fraud. In their sentence,

therefore, the judges were necessarily obliged to at-

tend not to the nature of those offences, but to the

reputation of the state.

Some of our magistrates “ observing this, framed

a law, (and its excellence is undeniable,; expressly

forbidding any man to be honoured with a crown,

whose conduct had not yet been submitted to the

legal examination. But, notwithstanding all the

precaution of the framers of this law, pretences

were still found of force sufficient to defeat its in-

tention. Of these you arc to be informed, lest you
should be unwarily betrayed into error. Some of

those who in defiance of the laws have moved, that

men who yet stood accountable for their conduct,

Jn the original,' NOMO0ETHZ i. e. One of Ihosc who
were appointed to revise the laws, and to propose the amend-
ment or abrogation of such as were found inconvenient, as well

as such new laws as the public interest seemed to demand. See
note • on tire .Secotid Olyiithiac, vol. i. p. 61.
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should be crowned,, are still influenced by some de-

gree of decency, (if this can with propriety be said

of men who propose resolutions directly subversive

of the laws :) they still seek to cast a kind of veil

upon their shame. Hence are they sometimes care-

ful to express their resolutions in this manner, ‘
that

' the man whose conduct is not yet submitted to

‘ examination, shall be honoured with a crown,'
“ when his accounts have first been examined, and
" approved.” But this is no less injurious to the

state ; for by these crowns and public honours is

bis conduct prejudged, and his examination antici-

pated : while the author of such resolutions demon-

strates to his hearers, that his proposal is a violation

of the laws, and that he is ashamed of his offence.

But Ctesiphon (my countrymen) hath at once broken

through the laws relative to the examination of

our magistrates ; he hath scorned to recur to that

subterfuge now explained : he hath moved you to

confer a crown upon Demosthenes, previously to

any account, to any examination of his conduct ; at

the very time while he was yet employed in the dis-

charge of his magistracy.

But there is another evasion, of a different kind,

to which they are to recur. These offices, say they,

to which a citizen is elected by an occasional de-

cree, are by no means to be accounted magistracies,

but commissions or agencies. Those alone are magi-

strates, whom the proper officers * appoint by lot in

Tiu proper officers. In the original, Thesmothetas i, e. the
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the temple of Theseus, or the people elect by suf-

fVage in their ordinary assemblies ; such as generals

of Uie army, commanders of the cavalry, and such-

like ; all others are but commissioners, wlio are but

to execute a particular decree. To this their plea I

shall oppose your own law, a law enacted from a

firm conviction, that it must at once put an end to

all such evasions. In tins it is expressly declared,

that all offices whatever, appointed by the voices of

the people, shall be accounted magistracies. In one

general term the author of this law hath included

all. All hath he declared magistrates, whom
the VOTES OF THE ASSEMBLY HAVE APPOINTED :

and particularly the inspectors of public works.

—Now Demosthenes inspected the repair of

our walls, the most important of public works.

—

Those who have been intrusted with any

PUBLIC money for MORE THAN THIRTY DAYS.

Those who are entitled to preside in a

TRIBUNAL “.—But the inspectors of works are en-

six inferior archoiis, who were called by this general name,

while each of the three lirst had his peculiar title.

® There was scarcely any Athenian at all employed in public

business, but had sonic sort ofjurisdiction annexed to his office.

Inferior suits and controversies were thus multiplied, and found

perpetual employment for tliis lively meddling people ; who were

trained from their youth, and constantly exercised in the arts of

managing and conducting suits at law. This was their favourite

employment, and became the characteristic mark ofan Athenian.

“ 1 saw,” saith Lucian, (in Icaro-Menip.) “ the Egyptian tilling his

ground, the Phoenician at his traffic, the Cilician robbing, the

“ Spartan under the lash, and the Athenian at his law-suit.”

—

And this suggests the real value of that compliinent whichVirgil is
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titled to this privilege.—What then doth the law

direct ? That all such should assume, not their com-
mission, but their magistracy, having- first been

judicially approved
; (for even the magistrates ap-

pointed by lot are not exempted from this previous

inquiry, but must be first approved, before they as-

sume their office). These are also directed by the

law to submit tlic accounts of their administration to

the legal officers, as well as every other magistrate.

And for the truth of what I now advance, to the laws

themselves do I appeal.—Read

—

The Laws.

Here then you find that what these men callV

commissioners or agencies, are declared to be magi-

stracies. It is your part to bear this in memory, to

oppose the law to their presumption ; to convince

them that you are not to be influenced by the

wretched sophistical artifice, that would defeat the

force of laws by words ; and that the greater their

address in defending their illegal proceedings, the

more severely must they feel your resentment. For

the public speaker should ever use the same language

with the law. Should he at any time speak in one

language, and the law pronounce another ; to the

supposed to p-ay this people, in that well-known passage,Oraftwwt

causas melius, ike. Critics have discovered in it dishonesty, af-

fected contempt of eloquence, invidious detraction from the

merit of Cicero, &c. And yet it seems to amount to no more

tliau an acknowledgment of their superior skill in legal forms

and pleadings, and the arts of litigation.
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just authority of law should you grant your voices,

not to the shameless presumption of the speaker.

To that argument on which Demosthenes relies,

as utterly unanswerable, I would now briefly speak.

—This man will say, “ I am director of the fortili-

cations. I confess it. But I have expended of
“ my own money, for the public service, an addi-

“ tional sum of one hundred miniaj, and enlarged

“ the work beyond my instructions ; for what then

“ am I to account ? Unless a man is to be made
“ accountable for his own beneficence.”—To this

evasion you shall hear a just and good reply.

In this city, of so ancient an establishment, and a

circuit so extensive, there is not a man exempted

from account, who has the smallest part in the af-

feirs of state. This I shall shew, first in instances

scarcely credible. Thus, the priests and priestesses

are by the laws obliged to account for the discharge

of their office : all in general, and each in parti-

cular ;
although they have received no more than an

honorary pension, and have had no other duty but of

offering up their prayers for us to the g^ds. And
this is not the case of single persons only, but of

whole tribes, as the Eumolpidee the Ceryces, and

all the others. Again, the trierarchs” are by the law

made accountable for their conduct ; although no

public money hath been committed to their charge ;

although they have not embezzled large portions of

* Eumolpidee, &c. Families (so called from Iheir founders

Eumolpus and Ceryx) who had an hereditary right of priesthood.

^ The trierarchs. See note ^ voi. i. p. 24, on Philip I.
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their revenue, and accounted but for a small part

;

although they have not affected to confer bounties

on you, while they really but restored your own
property ; no ; they confessedly expended their pa-

ternal fortunes to approve their zealous affection

for your service
;
and not our trierarchs alone, but

the greatest assemblies in the state, are bound to

submit to the sentence of our tribunals. First, the

law directs, that the council of the Areopagus shall

stand accountable to the proper officers, and sub-

mit their august transactions to a legal examination :

thus our greatest judicial body stands in perpetual

dependence upon your decisions. Shall the members

of this council then be precluded from the honour

of a crown ?—Such has been the ordinance from

times the most remote,—And have tliey had no re-

gurd to public honour ?—So scrupulous is their re-

gard, that it is not deemed sufficient that their con-

duct should not be notoriously criminal, their least

irregularity is severely punished; a discipline too

rigorous for our delicate orators. Again ; our law-

giver directs, that the senate of Five Hundred shall

be bound to account for their conduct : and so great

diffidence doth he express of those who have not

yet rendered such an account, that in the very be-

ginning of the law it is ordained, “ that no inagi-

strate who hath not yet passed through the or-

“ dinary examination, shall be permitted to go

abixtad.”—-But here a man may exclaim :
“ What

!

“ In the name of Heaven am I, because I have

“ been in office, to be confined to the city ?’’—^Yes,

and loith good reason ; lest, when you havesecreted
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the public money, and betrayed your trust, you

mig’ht enjoy your perfidy by flight. Again ; the

laws forbid the man who hath not yet accounted to

the state, to dedicate any part of his effects to reli-

gious purposes, to deposit any offering in a temple

to accept of an adoption into any family, to make

any alienation of his property ; and to many other

instances is the prohibition extended. In one word,

our lawgiver hath provided that the fortunes of such

persons shall be secured as a pledge to the commu-

nity, until their accounts are fairly examined and

approved. Nay, farther ; suppose there be a man
who hath neither received nor expended any part

of the public money, but hath only been concerned

in some affairs relative to the state ; even such a

one is bound to submit his accounts to the proper

officers. “ But how can the man, who hath neither

“ received nor expended, pass such accounts

The law hath obviated this difficulty, and expressly

prescribed the form of his accounts. It directs that

it shall consist of this declaration :

“
1 have not re-

" ceived, neither have I disposed of any public

money.” To confirm the truth of this, hear the

laws themselves.

The Laws.

When Demosthenes therefore shall exult in his

evasion, and insist that he is not to be accountable

for the additional sum which he bestowed freely on

the state, press him with this reply :
“ It was then

“ your duty, Demosthenes, to have permiUed the
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“ usual and legal proclamation to be made : Who
“ IS DISPOSED TO PROSECUTE ? and to have given
“ an opportunity to every citizen that pleased to
“ have urged on his part, that you bestowed no
“ sucii additional sum ; but that, on the contrary,

“ hjiving been intrusted with ten talents for the re-

“ pair of our fortifications, you really expended but
“ a small part of this great sum. Do not assume
“ an honour to which you have no pretensions ; do
" not wrest their sulfrages from your judges ; do
“ not act in presumptuous contempt of the laws,
” but with due submission yield to their guidance.

“ Such is the conduct that must secure the freedom

of our constitution.”

As to the evasions on which these men rely, I

trust that I have spoken sufficiently. That Demos-

thenes really stood accountable to the state, at the

time when the men proposed his decree ; that he

was really a magistrate, as manager of the thea-

trical funds ; a magistrate, as inspector of the fortifi-

cations ;
that his conduct in cither of these offices

had not been examined, had not obtained the legal

approbation, I shall now endeavour to demonstrate

from the public records. Read, in whose archon-

ship, in what month, on what day, in what assem-

bly, Demosthenes was chosen into the office of ma-

nager of the theatrical funds. So shall it appear

that, during the execution of this office, the decree

was made, which conferred this crown upon him.—

>

Read—
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The Computation of the Times.

If then I should Iiere rest my cause, without

proceeding farther, Ctesiphon must stand con-

victed ; convicted, not by tlie arguments of his ac-

cuser, but by the public records. In former times,

Athenians, it was the custom that the state should

elect a comptroller, who, in every presidency of

each tribe, was to return to the people an exact

state of the finances. But by the implicit confi-

dence which you reposed in Eubulus, the men who
were chosen to the management of the theatrical

money, executed this office of comptroller, (I mean

before the law of Hegemon was enacted,) together

with the offices of receiver, and of inspector of our

naval affairs ; they were charged with the building

of our arsenals, with the repair of our roads ; in a

word they were intrusted with the conduct of al-

most all our public business. I say not this to im-

peach their conduct, or to arraign their integrity

;

1 mean but to convince you, that our laws have ex-

pressly directed, that no man yet accountable for his

conduct in any one office, even of the smallest con-

sequence, shall be entitled to the honour of a crown,

until his accounts have been regularly examined

and approved ; and that Ctesiphon hath yet pre-

sumed to confer this honour on Demosthenes, when

engaged in every kind of public magistracy. At

the time of this decree, he was a magistrate as in-

spector of the fortifications, a magistrate as in-

trusted with public money
j
and, like other officers
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of the state. Imposed fines, and presided in tribunals,

^^hese thing's I shall prove by the testimony of De-
mosthenes and Ctesiphon themselves. For, in the

archonship of Climrondas, on the 22d of the month
Thargelion, was a popular assembly held, in which

Demosthenes obtained a decree, appointing a con-

vention of the tribes on the second of the succeeding

month ; and on the third his decree directed still

farther, that supervisors should be chosen, and trea-

surers from each tribe, for conducting the repairs of

our fortifications. And justly did he thus direct;

that the public might have the security of good and
responsible citizens, who might return a fair account

of all disbursements.—Read these decrees.

The Decrees.

Yes.—But you will hear it urged in answer, that

to this office of inspector of the works he was not

appointed in the general assembly, either by lot or

suffrage. This is an argument on which Demos-

thenes and Ctesiphon will dwell with the utmost

confidence. My answer shall be easy, plain, and

brief; but first I would premise a few things on

this subject. Observe, Athenians ! Of magistracy

there are three kinds. First, those appointed by

lot or by election. Secondly, the men who have

managed public money for more than thirty days,

or have inspected public works. To these the law

adds another species, and expressly declares, that

all such persons as, in consequence of a regular ap-
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pointmentj have enjoyed the right of jurisdiction,

shall, when approved, be accounted magistrates. So
that, should we take away the magistrates iippointed

by lot or suffrage, there yet remains the last kind, of

those appointed by the tribes, or the thirds of tribes,

or by particular districts, to manage public money

;

all which are declared to be magistrates from the

time of their appointment. And this happens in

cases like that before us, where it is a direction to

the tribes to make canals, or to build ships of war.

For the truth of this, 1 appeal to the laws them-

selves.—Read

—

The Law.

Let it be remembered, that, as 1 have already

observed, the sentence of the law is this ; that all

those appointed to any office by their tribes shall

act as magistrates, when first judicially approved.

But the Pandionian tribe hath made Demosthenes a

magistrate, by appointing him an inspector of the

works ; and for this purpose he hath been in-

trusted with public money to the amount of near ten

talents. Ag-ain, another law expressly forbids any ma-

gistrate, who yet stands accountable for his conduct,

to be honoured with a crown. You have sworn

to give sentence according to the laws. Here is a

speaker who hath brought in a decree for granting

a crown to a man yet accountable for his conduct.

Nor hath he added that saving clause, When his

“ accounts have first been passed.” I have proved

the point of illegality from the testimony of your
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laws, from the testimony of your decrees, and from

that of the opposite parties. How then can any man
support a prosecution of this nature with g’reater

force and clearness ?

But farther : I shall now demonstrate that this

decree is also a violation of the law, by the manner
in which it directs that this crown shall be pro-

claimed. The laws declare, in terms the most ex-

plicit, that, if any man rc<Tivcs a crown from the se-

nate, the proclamation shall be made in the senate-

house; if by the people, in the assembly; never in

any other place. Read this law.

The Law,

And this institution is just and excellent. The
author of this law seems to have been persuaded,

that a public speaker should not ostentatiously dis-

play his merits before foreigners ; that he should be

contented with the approbation of this city, of these

his fellow-citizens ; without practising vile arts to

procure a public honour. So thought our law-

giver. What are the sentiments of Ctesiphon

Read his decree.

The Decree.

You have heard, Athenians, that the law directs,

in every case where a crown is granted by the peo-*

pie, that the proclamation shall be made in pre-

sence of the people, in the Pnyx, in full assembly

:

VOL. II. L
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never in any otlier place. Yet Ctesiphon Imtii ap-

pointed proclamation to be made in the theatre

;

not contented that the act itself should violate our

lawSj he liath presumed to change the scene of it.

He confers this honour not while the people arc

assembled, but while the new tragedies are exliibit-

ing ; not in the presence of the people, but of the

Greeks ; that they too may know on what kind of

man our honours arc conferred.

And now when the illegal nature of this decree

is so incontestibly established, the author, assisted

by his confederate Demosthenes, had yet recourse

lo subtfeties in order to evade the force of justice.

These I must explain ; 1 must so guard you against

them, that you may not be surprised by their per-

nicious influence.—These men can by no means

deny, that our laws expressly direct that a crown

conferred on any citizen by the people shall be pro-

claimed in the assembly, and in no other place.

But, to defend their conduct, they produce a law

relative to our festivals : of this they but quote a

part, that they may more effectually deceive you

:

and thus recur to an ordinauce by no means appli-

cable to the case before us. Accordingly they will

tell you, there are in this state two laws enacted re-

lative to proclamations. One is, that which 1 have

now produced, expressly forbidding the proclama-

tion of a crown granted by the people to be issued

in any other place but the assembly. The other,

say they, is contrary to this : it allows the liberty

of proclaiming a crown so conferred, in the theatre.
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when the tragedies are exhibited, provided al-

ways THAT THE PEOPLE SHALL SO DETERMINE BY
THEIR VOICES. On this law it is (tlius will they

plead) that Ctesiphon has founded his decree.

^Fo this artifice I shall oppose your own laws,

my assistants *, my constant reliance, through the

whole course of this prosecution. If this be so ; if

such a custom hath been admitted into our govern-

ineiit; that laws repealed are still allowed to hold

their place amidst tlmsc. in full force ; that two, di-

rectly contradictory to each other, are enacted on

the same subject
; what shall we pronounce on that

polity, where the laws command and forbid the very

same things ? But this is by no means the case ; and

never may your public acts be exposed to such

disorder! The great lawgiver to whom vve owe our

constitution was not inattentive to guard against

such dangers. It is his express direction, that, in

every year, our body of laws shall be adjusted by

the legal inspectors, in the popular assembly ; and

if, after due examination and inspection, it shall ap-

pear, that a law hath been enacted contradictory to

a former law ; or that any one, when repealed, shall

still hold its place among those actually in force;

or that any more than one have been enacted oh the

same subject ; that, in all such cases, the laws shall

be transcribed and fixed up in public on the statues

“ assistants. The strict import of the original expression

is, my council, or my advocate. So that, Iry a bold figure, tire

Laws arc represented, as personally present, supporting tire

cause, of ^schines, pleading on his side, detecting the fallacy,

and prevarication of his adversary. TourRKIL.

L 2
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of our heroes; that the presidents shall convene the

assembly, shall specify the authors of these several

laws, and that the proper officer sliall propose the

question to the people, that they may by their voices

repeal some, and establish others ;
that so one single

Jaw, an^ no more, may remain in force on one sub-

ject. To prove this,—Read the laws—

The Laws.

If then the allcgatioirs of these men were just;

and that in reality there were two different laws re-

lative to proclamations ; it seems impossible but that

the inspectors must have detected this ; the presi-

dents of the assembly must have returned them to

their respective authors ; and the one or other must

have been repealed ; either that which grants the

power of proclaiming, or that which denies it. But

since nothing of all this appears, these men must

stand convicted of asserting what is not only false,

but absolutely impossible.

The source, from whence they derive this false-

hood, I shall here explain ; when first I have pre-

mised, on what occasion these laws were enacted

relativedo proclamations in the theatre. It hath

been the custom in this city, during the perform-

ance of the tragedies, that certain persons made

proclamation, not of an act ordained of the people,

but some, of a crown conferred upon them by their

tribe, or sometimes by their district ; of others it

was thus notified that they granted freedom to- their
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slaves, to which they called on the Greeks as wit-

nesses, and (which was the most invidious case)

some persons, who had obtained the honours of

hospitable reception in foreign states, used their

interest to gain a proclamation, importing that sudi

a community, as that of Rhodes for instance, or of

Chios, conferred a crown upon them, on account of

their virtue and magnanimity. And this they did,

not as men honoured by the senate or by the peo-

ple, in consequence of your concession, by virtue

of your suffrage, and with a due acknowledgmenl

of your favour, but merely on their own authority,

without any decree of yours. By these means it

happened, that the audience, and the managei’s, and

the performers, were disturbed : and the men who
obtained proclamations in the theatre, were really

more honoured than those on whom the people

conferred crowns. These had a place assigned for

receiving these honours, the assembly ;
in no other

place could proclamation be made : the others dis-

played their honours in the presence of all the

Greeks. The one obtained their crowns from your

decree, by your permission : the others, without any

decree. One ofour statesmen, observing this, esta-

blished a law by no means interfering with that

which respects persons crowned by the people ; by

no means tending to render this invalid : for it

ivas not the assembly that was disturbed, but the

theatre : nor was it his intention to contradict laws

already established : our constitution forbids this.

No ; the law I mean solely regards those who are
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crowned, wiJliout a docroe of the people, by their

tribe or district
; those who give freedom to their

slaves ; those who receive crowns from foreigners

;

and it expressly provides, that no person shall make

their slaves free in the theatre; no persons shall be

proclaimed as honoured with a crown by their tribe,

by their district, or by any other people whatsoever,

(these arc the words of this law,) on pain of infamy

to the herald who shall make such proclamation.

Since then it is provided, that those crowned by

the senate shall be proclaimed in the senate-house ;

those by the people, in the assembly ; since it is

expressly forbidden that men crowned by their dis-

tricts, or by their tribes, shall have proclamation

made in the theatre ;
that no man may indiilge an

idle vanity, by public honours thus clandestinely

procured ; since the law directs still farther, that

no proclamation shall be made by any others, but

by the seimte, by the people, by the tribes, or by

the districts respectively : if we deduct all these

cases, what will remain but crowns conferred by

foreigners ? That I speak with truth, the law itself

affords a powerful argument. It directs that the

golden crown, conferred by proclamation in the

theatre, shall be taken <from the person thus ho-

noured, and consecrated to Minerva. Bnt who

shall presume to impute so illiberal a procedure to

the community of Athens? Can the state, or can a

private person be suspected of a spirit so sordid,

that, when they themselves Ivave granted a crown.
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when it hath been just proclaimed, they should take

it back again and dedicate it ? No. I apprehend

that such dedication is made, because the crown h
conferred by foreigners ; that no man by valuing the

affection of strangers at a higher rate than that of

his country, may sulfer corruption to steal into his

heart. But when a crown hath been proclaimed in

the assembly, is the person honoured bound to de-

dicate it? No, he is allowed to possess it; that not

he alone, but his posterity, may retain such a me-

morial in their family, and never suffer their affec-

tions to be alienated from their country. Hence

hath the author of the law farther provided, that no

proclamation shall be made in the theatre of any

foreign crown, unless the people shall so direct by

their decree ; so the community, which is desirous

of granting a crown to any of our citizens, may be

obliged to send ambassadors and solicit your permis-

sion, and the person crowned shall owe less gratitude

to those who confer this honour, than to you, by

whose permission it is proclaimed. For the truth of

this, consult the laws themselves.

The Laws.

When these men therefore insidiously alleged,

that the law hath declared it allowable to confer a

crown, by virtue of a decree of the assembly, re-

member to make this reply :
“ True, if such a

“ crown be offered by any other state ; but if it be

" the gift of the Athenian people, the place of con-
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“ ferring it is determined. No proclamation is to

“ be made but in the assembly.” Wrest and torture

this clause, “ and in no other peace whatever,”

to the utmost ;
still you can never prove that your

decree hath not violated the laws.

There remains a part of this my accusation, on

which I must enlarge with the greatest care ; that

which respects the pretence on which he hath pro-

nounced this man worthy of the crown. These are

the words of his decree ;
“ And the herald shall

“ MAKE PROCLAMATION IN THE THEATRE, IN PRE-

SENCE OF THE GREEKS, THAT THE COMMUNITY OF

Athens hath crowned him, on account of his

VIRTUE AND MAGNANIMITY; AND (wliat is Still

" Stronger) for his constant and inviolable

ATTACHMENT TO THE INTEREST OF THE STATE,

“ THROUGH THE COURSE OF ALL HIS COUNSELS AND
” ADMINISTRATION.” And, from henceforward, I

have but to lay before you a plain simple detail

;

such as can give you no trouble in forming your

determination. For it is my part, as the prosecu-

tor, to satisfy you in this single point, that tlie

praises here bestowed on Demosthenes are false

;

tliat there never was a time in which he commenced

faithful counsellor, far from persevering in any

course of conduct advantageous to the state. If

this be proved, Ctesiphon must at once stand justly

condemned ; for all our laws declare, that no man
is to insert any falsehood in the public decrees.

On the other hand, it is incumbent on the defend-
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ant to prove the contrary. You arc to determine

on our several allegations. Thus then I proceed.

To enter into a minute examination of the life of
•

Demosthenes, I fear might lead me into a detail too

tedious. And why should I insist on such points,

as the circumstances of the indictment for his

wound, brought before the Areopagus, agniinst De-

inomeles his kinsman, and the gashes he inflicted

on his own head ? Or why should I speak of the

expedition under Cephisodotus, and the sailing of

our fleet to the Hellespont, when Demosthenes

acted as a trierarch ; entertained the admiral on

board liis ship ; made him partaker of his table, of

his sacrifices and religious rites ; confessed his just

right to all those instances of affection, as an here-

ditary friend ; and yet, when An impeachment had

been brought against him which affected his life,

appeared as his accuser ? Why, again, should I take

notice of his affair with Midias
;
of the blows which

he received in his office of director of the entertain-

ments; or, how, for the sum of thirty minm, he

compounded this insult, as well as the sentence

which the people pronounced against Midias in the

theatre ? These and the like particulars I determine

to pass over ; not that I would betray the cause of

justice ; not that 1 would recommend myself to fa-

vour by an affected tenderness, but lest it should be

objected, that I produce facts true indeed, but long

since acknowledged and notorious. Say then, Cte-

siphon ; when the most heinous instances of this

inah’s baseness are so incontestibly evident, that
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his accuser exposes himself to the censure not of

advancing falsehoods, but of recurring to facts so

long acknowledged and notorious ; is he to be pub-

licly honoured, or to be branded with infamy ?

And shall you, who have presumed to form decrees

equally contrary to truth and to the law.s, insolently

bid defiance to the tribunal, or feel the weight of

public justice

My objections to his public conduct shall be

more explicit. I am informed that Demosthenes,

when admitted to his defence, means to enumerate

four dilTerent periods, in which he was engaged in

the administration of afiairs. One, and the first of

these, (as I am assured,) he accounts, that time in

which we were at war with Philip for Amphipolis*.

And this period he closes with the peace and alli-

ance which we concluded, in consequence of the

decree proposed by Philocrates, in which Demos-

thenes had equal share, as 1 shall immediately de-

monstrate. The second period he computes from

the time in which we enjoyed this peace, down to

that day when he put an end to a treaty that had,

till then, subsisted ; and himself proposed the de-

cree for war. The third, from the time when hos-

• Of tlie several periods, and, indeed, all the political con-

duct of these contending statesmen, the translator hath already

given the best account in his power, particularly in the History

of the Life and Reign of Philip. To attempt to illustrate the

historicui transactions here rtlentioned, or alluded to, by large

notes would only be to repeat what he hath already laid before

the public.
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lililics were commcjiccd, down to tlic fatal battle of

Cliffiroiiea. The fourth is this present time.

After this particular specification, ns I am in-

formed, he means to call upon me, and to demand
explicitly : On which of these four periods I found

my prosecution ? and at what particular time I ob-

ject to his administration, as inconsistent with the

public interest? Should I refuse to answer, should I

attempt the least evasion or retreat, he boasts that

he will pursue me, and tear off my disguise ; that

he will haul me to the tribunal, and compel me to

reply. That I may, then, at once confound this

presumption, and guard you against such artifice, I

thus explicitly reply ; before these your judges, be-

fore the other citizens spectators of this trial, before

all the Greeks who have been solicitous to hear the

event of this cause, (and of these I see no small

number, but rather more than ever yet were known

to attend on any public trial,) 1 thus reply, I say, that

on every one of these four periods, which you have

thus distinguished, is my accusation founded. And

if the gods vouchsafe me their assistance ; if the

judges grant me an impartial hearing ; and, if my
memory shall faithfully recall the several instances

of your guilt ;
I am fully confident that I shall de-

monstrate to this tribunal, that the preservation of

the state is to be ascribed to the gods, and to those

citizens who have conducted our affairs with a truly

patriot and well tempered zeal ; and, that all our

calamities arc to be imputed to Demosthenes as

tlieir real author. And, in this charge, I shall ob-
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serve the very same method, whicli, as I am in-

formed, he intends to use. I shall begin with

speaking of his first period ; then proceed to the

second and the third in order ; and conclude with

observations on present atfairs. To that peace then

I now go back, of which you Demosthenes and

Philocrates were the first movers.

You had the fairest opportunity (Athenians) of

concluding this first peace in conjunction with the

general assembly of the Greeks, had certain per-

sons suffered you to wait the return of our ambas-

sadors, at that time sent through Greece to invite

the states to join in the general confederacy against

Philip ; and, in the progress of these negociations,

the Greeks would have freely acknowledged you the

leading state. Of these advantages were you de-

prived by Demosthenes and Philocrates, and by the

bribes which they received in traitorous conspiracy

against your government. If, at first view, this as-

sertion should seem incredible to any in this tribu-

nal, let such attend to what is now to be advanced,

just as men set down to the accounts of money a-

long time since expended. We sometimes come

from home, possessed with false opinions of the state

of such accounts. But when the several sums have

been exactly collected, there is no man of a temper

so obstinate as to dissemble, or to refuse his assent

to the truth of that which the account itself exhi-

bits. Hear me, in the present cause, with dispo-

sitions of the same kind. And if, with respect to

past transactions, any one among you hath come
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hither possessed with an opioioii, that Demosthenes

never yet appeared as advocate for the interests of

Philip, in dark confederacy with Philocrates ; if

any man, I say, be so persuaded, let him suspend

his judgment, and neither assent nor deny, until he

hath Iieard, (for justice requires this). And, if I

shall obtain your attention to a brief recital of these

periods, and to the decree which Demosthenes and

Philocrates jointly proposed ; if the fair state of

truth itself shall convict Demosthenes of having

proposed many decrees in concert with Philocrates,

relative to the former peace and alliance ; of having

flattered Philip and his ambassadors with a most

abandoned and shameful servility; of having pre-

cipitated our negociations without waiting the re-

turn of our deputies
;
and forced the people into a

separate peace, without the concurrence of the ge-

neral convention of the Greeks ; of having betrayed

Cersobleptes, king of Thrace, the friend and ally of

this state, into the hands of Philip ; if 1 shall clearly

prove these points, I make but this reasonable re-

quest, that, in the name of Heaven, you would con-

cur with me, that, during the first of these four

periods, his administration hath been by no means

excellent. I shall proceed in* such a manner, that

you may accompany me without any difficulty.

Philocrates proposed a decree, by which Philip

was admitted to send hither his heralds and. ambas-

sadors to treat about a peace and an alliance. This

decree was accused as a violation of the law ; the

time of trial came : Lycinus, who had first moved
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for this trial, now appeared as prosecutor : Philo-

crates entered on his defence ; in this he was assisted

by Demosthenes; and Philocrates escaped. Then
came the time in which Themistocles was archon.

During his magistracy, Demosthenes obtains a seat

in the senate, as a member of that body, without

any* immediate right or any reversionary title, but

by intrigue and bribery ; and this in order to sup-

port Philocrates witli all his power and interest, as

the event itself discovered. For Philocrates pre-

vailed still farther, so as to obtain another decree,

by which it was resolved to choose ten deputies,

who should repair to Philip, and require him to

send hither ambassadors, with full powers to con-

clude a peace. Of these Demosthenes was one.

At his return to the city, he applauded the treaty ;

his report was e.xactly consonant with that of the

other deputies
;
and he alone, of all the senators,

moved, that we should proceed to a solemn ratifi-

cation of the treaty with Philip’s ministers.

Thus did he complete the work which Philocra-

tes began. The one allows these ministers to re-

pair to Athens ; the other ratifies the negociation.

—What I am now to observe, demands your ut-

most attention. Through the course of this treaty,

the other deputies (who, upon a change of affairs,

• Without mil/, A:c. i, «. Not chnscu by lot into the office of a

senator, nor appointe<l conditionally, to till the place of another

on whom the lot had fallen, but who might die, or whose cha-

racter might not be approved, upon the scrutiny previously ne-

cessary to a citizen’s entering into any public office or station.
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were exposed to all the malignity of Demosthenes

had scarcely any transactions with the ministers of

Macedon. The great agents were Demosthenes
and Philocrates, and with good reason ; for they

had' not only acted as deputies, but had also been

authors of the decrees which secured these impor-

tant points
;

first that you should not wait the re-

turn of the ambassadors, sent to unite the Greeks

against Philip
; that you should conclude this treaty

separately, and not in conjunction with the Greeks

;

secondly, that you should resolve not only to con-

clude a peace, but an alliance with Philip ; that if

any of the states preserved a regard for us, they

might at once be confounded with despair, when, at

the very time that you were prompting them to war,

they found you not only concluding a peace, but

entering into a strict alliance with the enemy : and,

lastly, that Cersobleptcs should be excluded from

the treaty ; that he should be denied a share in this

alliance and this peace, at the very time when his

kingdom was threatened with an immediate in-

vasion.

The prince whose gold purchased those impor-

tant points, is by no means to be accused. Before

the treaty was concluded, and previously to his

solemn engagements, we cannot impute it as a

crime, that he pursued his own interests. But the

men, who traitorously resigned into his hands the

strength and security of the state, should justly feel

the severests effects of your resentment. He then

who now declares himself the enemy of Alexander

;



ICO ORATION OF .ESCIIINES [Orat. XVIII.

Demosthenes, who at that time was the enemy of

Pliilip ; he, who objects to me my connexions of

friendship with Alexander, proposed a decree ut-

terly subversive of the regular and gradual course

of public business, by which the magistrates were to

convene an assembly on the eighth of the month

Elaphebolion, a day destined to the sacrifices and re-

ligious ceremonies in honour of ^sculapius, when

the rites were just preparing. And, what was the

pretence for choosing this solemn festival, on which

no assembly hath ever been remembered ^ “In

order, (saith he,) that if ambassadors should

“ arrive from Macedon, the people may, as soon

“ as possible, deliberate on sending their deputies

“ to Philip.” Thus, before the ambassadors had

yet appeared, an assembly was secured to favour

them
;
you were at once precluded from all the ad-

vantages which time might produce ; and your

transactions fatally precipitated, that you might

conclude this treaty separately, not in conjunction

with the Greeks, on the return of your ambassa-

dors. After this, the ministers of Philip arrived at

Athens ; ours were still abroad, labouring to stir up

the Greeks against Macedon. Then did Demos-

thenes obtain another decree, by which it was re-

solved, that you should take into consideration, not

only a peace, but an alliance
;
and this (without

waiting for the return of your ambassadors) imme-

diately after the festival of Bacchus, on the 18th

day of the month. For the truth of this I appeal

to the decrees.
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The Decrees.

After these festivals, our assemblies were ac-

cordiiigly convened. In the firsl was tlie general

resolution of our allies publicly read ; the heads of

which I shall here brielly recite. Tliey, in the first

place, resolved, that you should proceed to delibe-

rate only about a peace. Of an alliance not one

word was mentioned ; and this not from inattention,

but because they deeinod even a peace itself rather

necessary than honourable. In the next place, they

wisely provided against the fatal consequences of

the corruption of Demosthenes
;

for they expressly

resolved still farther, that “
it shall and may be

“ lawful for any of the Crccian states whatever,

“ witjiin the space of three months, to accede in

“ due form to this treaty, to join in the same

“ solemn engagements, and to be included in the

" same stipulations.” Thus were two most im-

portant points secured. First, an interval ot three

months was provided for the Greeks, a time suf-

ficient to prepare their deputations : and, then, the

Avholc collected body of the nation stood well af-

fected and attached to Athens ;
that, if at any time

the treaty should be violated, we niiglit not be in-

volved in war single and unsupported. These reso-

lutions are themselves the amplest testimony to the

truth of my assertions.

MVOL. n.
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The Resolutions of the Allies.

To these resolutions, I confess that I gave iny

voice, as did all tlie speakers in the first assembly.

And the people in general rose with a firm per-

suasion, that a peace indeed should be concluded ;

but that, as to an alliance, it would be most expe-

dient to postpone the consideration of this, on ac-

count of the invitations sent through Greece, as this

should be the act of the whole nation. Night in-

tervened
; and the next morning we were again as-

sembled, Kut now Demosthenes had taken care to

secure the gallery, and to exclude all those who
might speak against his measures : he declared, that

all the proceedings of the day before must be ut-

terly inelVectual, unless the Macedonian ministers

could be persuaded to concur ; that he, on his part,

had no conception of a peace distinct from an alli-

ance ; We ought not, said he, (I well remember his

expression, which the odiousness both of the speaker

and of the term itself hath impressed deeply upon

my mind,) we ought not to bend the alliance from

the peace : we ought not to wait the dilatory proceed-

ings of the Greeks ; but at once determine either to

support the war alone, or to tnake a separate peace.

Me concluded with calling up Antipater to the gal-

lery ; he proposed some questions to him which had

been previously concerted between them, and to

which he instructed him in such a reply, as might

effectually defeat the interest of the state. Thus the
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deliberation ended^ in the full establishment of those

measures to which the importunity of Demosthenes
extorted your consent, and wliicli were confirmed
in forjn by the decree of Pliilocrates.

Nothing- now remained, but to make an abso-

lute resignation of Cersolileptes and the Thracian

territories. And this they oflected on the 26th of

the same month, before that Demosthenes had pro-

ceeded on the second embassy a[)pointcd for the

solemn ratification of the treaty. For this hater of

Alexander, thi.s foe to Philip, tliis your public

speaker, went twice on an embassy to AJacedon,

althoug'li he needed not have once accepted of this

charge : he who now urges you to spurn witli con-

tempt at tlic Macedonians ; he, I say, having- taken

his place in the assembly, I mean, that which was

convened on the 2(>th ; he, whose intrigues procured

liim tlie dignity of a senator, betrayed Cersobleptes

into the hands of Philip, with the assistance of his

confederate Pliilocrates. For this Philocrates sur-

reptitiously inserted in bis decree, that decree which

Demosthenes proposed in form, the following- clause

among- many others ;
“ tliat the several representa-

“ lives of the allies shall be bound to enter into

“ solemn ratifications of the peace with the mi-

“ nisters of Philip on this vkrv day.” But Cer-

sobleptcs had no representatives then present ,- and

therefore he who moved that the representatives

should then swear to the treaty, by direct conse-

<|uence excluded Cersobleptes from the treaty, Avho

had not been at all represented m this assembly.

M 2
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indeed you yvcrc received with all (he appearances

of friendship ; but when once we had advanced be-

yond Tamynas, and passed the eminence named

Cotylacum, Callias now perceiving’ that we had en-

camped in a dangerous situation, from wlicnce it 'was

impossible to disengage ourselves but by a victory,

and where we could receive no reinforcement either

by sea or land ;
tliis Callias, 1 say, on w horn Demo-

sthenes, having received his bribes, so freely lavishes

his applause, collected an army from all quarters of

Euboea, which he reinforced with a detacliment sent

in by Philip : while his brother Taurosthencs, he

who so graciously salutes and smiles upon every

citizen, brouglit down liis band of mercenaries from

Phocis, and both advanced with a firm purpose to

destroy us. And, had not some deity graciously in-

terposed to save our army, and had not all our

forces, both infantry and cavalry, performed extraor-

dinary acis of valour at the Hippodrome of '^J’amy-

nas, and after a complete victory obliged the enemy
to lay down their arms, the stale must have been

exposed to a defeat the most disgraceful. For a de-

feat is not of itself the greatest of calamities
;

but,

when that defeat is the consequence of an engage-

ment with dishonourable enemies, then the calamity

is doubled.

Yet, notwithstanding’ this treatment, you were

again reconciled to these people. And Callias, now
restored to yonr favour, preserved appearances for

a little time, but soon returned with extraordinary

violence to his natural dispositions, llis pretence
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was, to form a convention of the Eubrean states at

CImIcis ; his real dcsij^n to fortify the island against

us, and to secure to himself a sovereignty of pecu-

liar importance. And, hoping to prevail on Philip

t(T assist him in this design, he went over to Mace-
don ; was constantly in Philip’s train, and came to

be regarded as one of those who arc styled his coni-

jianions. Hut, having forfeited this j)rince’s favour

by hispfienccs, he was obliged to fly
; and, having-

rendered himself obnoxious at Thebes, he retired

from that city also; and thus his course of conduct,

more uncertain and variable than the Euri|)us that

flows by his native habitation, involved him in the

resentment both of the Thebans and of Philip. In

the midst of his confusion and perplexit}', when an

army was actually jtreparing- to march against him,

he saw but one resource left, and this was to pre-

vail on the Athenians, by acknowledging- him as

their confederate, to enter into solemn engagements

to defend him if attacked, by any enemy: and it

was evident he must be attacked, unless you were

to prevent it. Po.sscs.scd with this design he sent

hither his deputies, Glaucctes, Empedon, and Dio-

dorus, so distinguished in the race who came

^ In the race. In the orij^inal, the runner in the long race.

And whatever air of ridicule the .speaker affects to throw mTOii

this accomplish riieiit, the foot-race, it is well known, held a

distinguished rank among the athletic exercises of (jreeee.

The common course was a stadium, or C25 feet. Sometimes

the racers returned back again, performing what was called

^iOLvKo;^ or the double course. Hut the ^oXi^6i'^oixo<; (as Diodorus

is here staled) was the man who could continue his career for

twelve stadia or more.
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with airy hopes for the people, but with money for

Demosthenes and his associates. And three mate-

rial points there were, for all of which he then bar-

gwined : first, that he should not be disappointed

of our alliance ; for if the Athenians were to re-

member his former offences, and to reject him as a

confederate, he had but one melancholy alternative,

either to fly from Chalcis, or to suffer himself to be

taken and put to death : with such formidable

powers were both Philip and the Thebans now pre-

paring to surround him. In the second place, the

manager and mover of this alliance was to contrive

(and for this gold was liberally bestowed) that the

Chalcidians should not be obliged to attend the

convention held at Athens. The third point was,

that they should be excused from paying their con-

tribution.s. Nor was Callias defeated in any one of

these schemes. No*. This Demosthenes, this foe

to tyrants, as he calls himself, this man whom Ctc-

siphon declares a faithful minister, betrayed the

most critical interests of the state, and by his decree

obliged us to take up arms, on every occasion. In

defence of the Chalcidians, Tliis was the purport,

though not the formal style of the decree ; to secure

his point in the most delicate and least offensive

manner, he artfully changed a single phrase, and

ordained that the Chalcidians should take up arms,

if on any occasion the Athenians should be attacked.

But as to the acknowledgment of our superiority

ill the general convention, a.s to obliging the con-

Scc History of the Life of I’hilii), book iv. see, 2.
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federates to pay their subsidies, the great support of

war
;
these articles he entirely gave up : he who

disguises the basest actions by the most honourable

names ; whose importunity obliged you to declare,

that you were resolved to send assistance to any of

the Greeks that needed it : but tliat you must sus-

pend all farther engagements of alliance ; which

should be formed only with those whose good olTices

you at first had experienced. To prove the truth of

my assertions, I produce the instrument of Callias,

the treaty of alliance, and the decree.

The Deci'ec.

Nor is it bis most heinous offence, that he hath

sold our interests, our rig-hts of precedency, and our

subsidies ; what I have now to produce must be ac-

knowledged still more enormous. For to such a

pitch of insolence and extravagance did Callias pro-

ceed, and to such sordid corruption did Demo-
sthenes descend, he whom Ctesiphon hath thus ap-

plauded, that they contrived, in your presence, in

your view, in the midst of your attention, to de-

fraud you of the contributions from Oreum, and of

those from Eretria, to the amount of ten talents.

And, when the representatives of these states had

appeared in Athens, they sent them back to Chalcis,

to assist in what was called the convention of Eu-

boea. By what means, and by what iniquitous

practices, they effected this, will deserve your se-

rious regard.
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I am then to inform you, thatCallias was now no

longer satisfied to negociate with us by his emissa-

ries: he appeared in person: he rose up and ad-

dressed himself to the assembly, in a speech con-

certed by Demosthenes. He told us, that he was

just arrived from Peloponnesus, where he had been

lately employed in settling the subsidies which each

city was to pay, in order to support a war against

Philip
;
the whole amounting to a hundred talents.

He distinguished the sums to be paid by each state.

The contributions of all the Achmans and Mega-
rmans he rated at sixty, those of the cities of Euboea

at forty talents ; a sum, as he observed, sufficient to

maintain a formidable armament, both by sea and

land. Many other Grecian states were ready to

join in tin's supply, so that there would be no de-

ficiency either in money or in forces. These were

the clfects of his public negociations : but he had

besides carried on some secret transactions which

were not to be explained : of these .some of our

own citizens were witnesses : and then he called on

Demosthenes by name, and required him to con-

firm this by his testimony. With a face of gravity

and importance, Demosthenes then arose
;
bestowed

the most extravagant applause on Callias ; and pre-

tended to be well acquainted with his secret trans-

actions. He declared himself ready to report the

success of his own embassy to Peloponnesus, and

of that to Acarnania. The sum of all was this,

that, by his means, the whole body of the Pelopon-

nesians, and all the Acarnanians were ready to



17 .'.OIIAT. XVIII.J AGAINST CTRSIPIION.

march against Philip : that the amount of tlieir

several contributions would be sufficient to com-

plete an armament of one hundred ships of war, ten

thousand infantry, and one thousand horse : that to

these were to be added the domestic forces of each

state : from Peloponnesus more than two thousand

heavy-armed foot, and from Acarnania the same

number; that all these states had freely resigned

the chief command to you ; and that their prepara-

tions were not fixed to some distant time, but were

to be completed by the IGth of the month Anthe-

sterion, as, by his direction and appointment, the

states were to hold their convention at yVthens, at

the time of full moon. For in these cases the man
acts a distinguished and peculiar part. Other

boasters, when they advance their falsehoods, are

carcfid to express themselves in vague and obscure

terms, from ajust dread of being detected. But De-

mosthenes, when he would obtrude Ins impostures,

first adds an oath to his lie, and imprecates all the

vengeance of heaven on his own head. And then,

if he is to assure us of events, which he knows will

never be, he has the hardiness to assign their parti-

cular times
;

if to persuade us that he has negociated

with those he never saw, he enters into a distinct

detail of their names ; thus insinuating himself into

your confidence, and imitating the natural and ex-

plicit manner of those who speak truth: so that he

is doubly an object of detestation, as he is base and

false, and as he would confound all the marks of

truth and honesty.
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When he hud finished, he presented a decree to

the secretary, longer than the Iliad, njore frivolous

than the speeches which he usually delivers, or than

the life which he hath led ; filled with hopes never to

be gratified, and with armaments never to be raised.

And while he diverted your attention from his fraud,

while he kept you in su-spense by his flattering" as-

surances, he seized the favourable moment to make

his grand attack, and moved, that ambassadors

should be sent to Eretria, who should cnti’eat the

Eretrians (because such entreaties were mighty ncr

cessary) not to send their contribution of five talents

to Athens, but to intrust it to Callias ; again he

ordained, that ambassadors should be appointed to

repair to Orcum, and to prevail on that state to

unite with Athens in strict confederacy. And now

it appeared, that through this whole transaction he

had been influenced by a traitorous motive : for

these ambassadors were directed to solicit the people

of Oreum also, to pay their five talents, not to you,

but to Callias. To prove the truth of this, read the

decree,—not all the pompous preamble, the magni-

ficent account of navies, the parade and ostentation ;

but confine yourself to the point of fraud and cir-

cumvention, which were practised with loo much

success by this impious and abandoned wretch, whom
the decree of Ctesiphon declares to have persevered,

through the course of all his public conduct, in an

inviolable attachment to the state.
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The Decree.

Here is a grand account of ships and of levies,

of the full moon, and of conventions. Thus were
you'amused by words ; while, in fact, you lost the

contributions of your allies, you were defrauded of

ten talents.

It remains that I inform you of the real motive

•which prompted Demosthenes to procure this de-

cree ;
and that was, a bribe of three talents ; one

received from (^halcis by the hands of Callias; ano-

ther from Eretria by Clitarchus the sovereign of

this state : the third paid by Oreum : by which
means the stipulation was discovered

; for, as Oreum
is a free state, all things are there transacted by a

public decree. And as the people of this city had

been quite exhausted in the war witli Philip, and

reduced to the utmost indigence, they sent over

Gnosidemus, who had once been their sovereign, to

entreat Demosthenes to remit the talent; promising

on this condition, to honour him with a statue of

bronze, to be erected in their city. He answ'ered

their deputy, that he had not the least occasion for

their paltry brass ; that he insisted on his stipula-

tion ;
which Callias should prosecute. The people

of Oreum, thus pressed by their creditor, and not

prepared to satisfy him, mortgaged tlieir public

revenues to Demosthenes for this talent, and paid

him interest at the rate of one drachma ’ a month,

• At the rate of one drachma, &c. i e. at the rate of about

twelve cent, per ann. See Life of Philip, b. iv. sect. 2.

VOt. II. N
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for each mina^ until they were enabled to discharj^e

the principal. And to prove this, I produce the

decree of the Oreitans. Read

—

The Decree.

Here is a decree, Athenians, scandalous to our

country. It is no small indication of t)ie general

conduct of Demosthenes, and it is an evidence of

the most flagrant kind, which must condemn Cte-*

siphon at once. For it is not possible, that he who
hath descended to such sordid bribery, can be that

man of consummate virtue, which Ctesiphon hath

presumed to represent him in his decree.

‘And now I proceed to the third of these pe-

riods
;
which was indeed the fatal period, distin-

guished by the calamities in which Demosthenes

involved all Greece as well as his own city, by his

impious profanation of the Delphian temple, and

by the iniquitous and oppressive treaty in which he

eng’aged us with the 'riiebans. But first I must

speak of his offences towards the gods.

There is a plain, Athenians, well known by the

name of Cyrrha, and a port, now called the devoted

and accursed. This tract the Cyrrhaeans and Acra-

* The reader will find a detail of this whole important trans-

action, and of its momentous consequences on the interests of

Greece, in the fifth book and first section of the history above-

mentioned.
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gallidae inhabited, a lawless people, whose sacrile-

gious violence profaned the shrine of Delphi and

the offerings there deposited, and who presumed to

rebel against the Amphictyonic council. The Am-
phictyons in general, and your ancestors in particu-

lar, (as tradition hath informed us,) conceived the

justest resentment, and addressed themselves to the

oracle, in order to be informed by what punishnmnt

they might suppress these outrages. The priestess

pronounced her answer, that they were to wage
perpetual war against the Cyrrhseans and Acragal-

lidje, without the least intermission, either by day

or night ; that they were to lay waste their lands,

and to reduce their persons to slavery ; that their

possessions were to be set apart from all worldly

purposes, and dedicated to the Pythian Apollo, to

Diana, to Latona, and to Minerva ; and that they

were not to cultivate their lands, nor to suffer them

to be cultivated. In consequence of this oracle, the

Amphictyons decreed, and Solon the Athenian was

the firet mover of this decree (the man so eminent

for making laws, and so conversant in the arts of

poesy and philosophy,) that they should take up

arms ag’ainst these impious men, in obedience to the

divine commands of the oracle. A sufficient force

being accordingly raised by the Amphictyons, they

reduced these men to slavery, demolished their har-

bour, rased their city, and consecrated their dis-

trict, as the oracle directed. And to confirm these

proceedings, they bound themselves by an oath, that

they would never cultivate this consecrated land,

nor ‘suffer others to cultivate it ; but that they

N 2
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would support the rights of the god, and defend this

district thus consecrated, with their persons and all

their power. Nor were they contented to bind

themselves by an oath conceived in the usual form ;

they enforced it by the addition of a most tremend-

dous imprecation. Thus it was expressed :
“ If

" any sliall violate this engagement, whether city,

“ or private person, or community, may such vio-

“ laters be devoted to the vengeance of Apollo, of
'• Diana, of Latona, and of Minerva ; may their

“ lands never yield their fruits
;
may their women

" never bring forth children of the human form',

“ but hideous monsters; may their herds be ac-

" cursed with unnatural barrenness ,* may all their

“ attempts in war, all their transactions in peace,

" be ever unsuccessful ! may total ruin for ever pur-

“ sue them, their families, and their descendants •'

and may they never (these are the very terms)

appease the offended deities, either Apollo, or

Diana, or Latona, or Minerva ; but may all their

” sacrifices be for ever rejected !
’ To confirm the

truth of this, let the oracle be read : listen to the

imprecations, and call to mind the oath by which

your ancestors were eng’aged, in conjunction with

the other Amphictyons.

'I'hc, Oracle.

Still shall these tow’rs their ancient pride maintain
;

Nor force, nor valour, e’er that rampart gain

;

Till Aniphilrite, queen of azure waves.

The hallow’d lands of sov’reign Phoebus laves
;

Till, round bis seat, her threat’ning surges roar.

And hurst tumult'ous on the sacred shore.
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The Oath.

THE IMPRECATION.

Yet, notwithstanding^ tiiesc imprecations, not-

withstanding tlic solemn oatli, and the oracle,

which to this day remain upon record, did the

Locrians and the Amphissaians, or to speak more

properly, tlieir magistrates, lawless and abandoned

men, once more cultivate this district, restore the

devoted and accursed harbour, erect buildings there,

exact taxes from all ships tliat put into tliis harbour,

and, by their bribes, corrupt some of the pylagorse

who had been sent to Delphi, of which number De-

mosthenes was one. For, for being cliosen into this

office, be received a thousand drachmae from the

Amphissa^ans, to take no notice of their transac-

tions, in the Amphictyonic council. And it was

stipulated still farther, that, for the time to come,

they should pay him at Athens an annual sum of

twenty min®, out of their accursed and devoted re-

venues ; for which he was to use his utmost efl'orts,

on every occasion, to support the interest of the

Amphissmans in this city : a transaction which

served but to give still farther evidence to this me-

lancholy truth, that, whenever he hath formed con-

nexions with any people, any private persons, any

sovereign magistrates, or any free communities, he

hath never failed to involve them in calamities the

most deplorable. For, now, behold how heaven and
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fortune asserted their superior power against this

impiety of the Amphissmans !

In the archonship of Theophrastus, when Dio-

gnetus was ieroinnetnon, you chose, for pylagoras,

Midias, (that man, Avho on many accounts, 1 wish

were still alive,) and Thrasycles
;
and with these

was 1 joined in commission. On our arrival at

Delphi, it happened, that the ieromnemon Dio-

gnetus was instantly seized with a fever, and that

Midias also shared the same misfortune. The other

Amphictyons assembled : when some persons, who
wished to approve themselves the zealous friends

of this state, informed us, that the Amphissteans,

now exposed to the power of the Thebans, and

studious to pay them the most servile adulation,

had introduced a decree against this city, by which

a fine of fifty talents was to be imposed on the

community of Athens, because we had deposited

some golden shields in the new temple, before it had

been completely finished, which bore the following,

and very just inscription :

By THE Athenians: taken from the Medes

AND Thebans, when they fought against the

Greeks.

The ieromnemon sent for me, and desired that I

should repair to the Amphictyons, and speak In de-

fence of the city, which 1 had myself determined to

do. But, scarcely had I begun to speak, on my
first appearance in the assembly, (where I rose with
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some warmth as the absence of the other deputies

increased my solicitude,) when I was interrupted by
the clamours of an Amphissaean, a man of out-

rag'eous insolence, who seemed a total stranger to

polTteness, and was perhaps driven to this extrava-

gance by some evil genius. He began thus :
—“ Ye

" Greeks, were ye possessed with the least degree
“ of wisdom, ye would not suffer the name of the
“ Athenians to be mentioned at this time

;
ye would

“ drive them from the temple, as the objects of di-

“ vine wrath.” He then proceeded to take notice

of our alliance with the Phocians, which the decree

of Crobylus had formed
; and loaded the state with

many other odious imputations, which I then could

not hear with temper, and which I cannot now re-

collect but with pain. His speech inflamed me to

a degree of passion, greater than 1 had ever felt

through my whole life. Among other particulars, on

which I shall not now enlarge, it occurred to me to

take notice of the impiety of the Amphissseans, with

respect to the consecrated land, which I pointed out

to the Amphictyons, from the place where I then

stood, as the temple rose above the Cyrrhaean plain,

and commanded the whole prospect of that district.

You see, (said 1,) ye Amphictyons, how this tract

“ hath been occupied by the people of Amphissa :

“ you sec the houses and factories they have

“ there erected. Your own eyes are witnesses,

“ that this accursed and devoted harbour is con-

“ pletely furnished with buildings. You yourselves

“ know, and need not any testimony, that they have

“ exacted duties, and raised large sums of wealth
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from this harbour.” I then produced the oracle,

the oatii of our ancestors, and the imprecation by

ivhicli it was confirmed ; and made a solemn decla-

ration, that, “ for the people of Athens, for myself,

for my children, and for my family, I would sup-
“

j)ort the rights of the god, and maintain the con-

“ secrated land, with all my might and power ;

“ and thus rescue my country from the guilt of

“ sacrilege.—Do you, ye Greeks,” thus did I pro-

ceed, “determine for yourselves as ye judge proper.

“ Your sacred rites are now prepared; your vie-

“ tims stand before the altars
;
you are ready to offer

“ up your solemn prayers for blessings on your-

“ selves and on your countries ;— but, O ! consider

with what voice, with what front, with what
“ confidence, can you breathe out your petitions,

“ if ye sull’er these sacrilegious men, thus devoted

“ and accursed to escape with impunity. The im-
“ prccation is not conceived in dark or doubtful

“ terms. No: the curse extends not only to these

“ impious profaners, but to all those who snfl'er

“ their profanation to pass unrevenged. These are

“ the very words with which the awful and atlect-

“ ing form is closed : May they, who permit them
“ to escape unpunished, never olfer up an accept-

“ able sacrifice to Apollo, or to Diana, or to La-

“ tona, or to Minerva; but may all their devotions

“ be rejected and abliorred.”

When I had urged these and many other par-

ticulars, I retired from the assembly ; when a con-

siderable clamour and tumult arose among the Am-
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phiclyons
;
and the debate was now no longer about

the shields which we had dedicated, but about the

punishment due to the Amphissaeans. Thus was a

considerable part of that day wasted, when at length

a lierald arose, and made proclamation. That all

the inhabitants of Delphi, above the age of sixteen,

both slaves and freemen, should the next morning,

by sun-rise, assemble in the adjoining- plain, called

the plain of victims, with spades and mattocks ; and

by anotlier proclamation it was ordained, that the

representatives of the several states should repair to

the same place, to support the rights of the god, and

the consecrated land ;
and that, if any representa-

tives should disobey this summons, their state was

to be excluded from the temple, as sharing in the

sacrilege, and involved in tlie imprecation. The
next day wc accordingly repaired to the place ap-

pointed, from whence we went down to the Cyr-

rhaean plain ;
and, having there demolished the

harbour, and set fire to the buildings, we retired.

During these transactions, the Locrians of Amphissa,

who are settled at the distance of sixty stadia from

Dciph i, assembled in arms, and fell upon us witli

their whole force ; and, had wc not with difficulty

gained the town, by a precipitate flight, we must

have been in danger of total destruction. On the

succeeding day, Cattyphus, who acted as president

of the council, summoned a convention of the Am-
phictyons

; so they call an assembly formed not only

of the representatives, but of all who came to offer

sacrifice, or consult the oracle. In this conven-

tiol), many accusations were urged against the Am-
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phissaeans, and much applause bestowed on our

state. The whole debate was closed with a reso-

lution, by which the ieromnemons were directed to

repair to Thermopylae, at a time appointed, pre-

viously to the next ordinary assembly, with a decree

prepared for inflicting the due punishment on the

Amphissaeans, for their sacrilegious offences against

the god and the consecrated land, and for their

outrage on the Amphictyons. To prove the truth

of this, I produce the resolution itself.

The Resolution.

And when at our return we reported this reso-

lution, first in the senate, and then in the assembly

of the people ; when we had made a full relation

of all our transactions to the people, and the whole

state determined to act agreeably to the dictates of

piety ; when Demosthenes, from his private con-

nexions with Amphissa, laboured to defeat this pur-

pose, and his iniquitous practices were by me clearly

detected, in your presence ;
when he found it im-

possible to defeat the interests of his country by a

public opposition, he had recourse to secret ma-

nagement in the senate. There, having first taken

care to exclude all private citizens, he gained a

resolution (by taking advantage of his inexperi-

ence who moved it), which he produced to the

popular assembly ; and this resolution he contrived

to be confirmed by the voices of the people, and to

be made their decree, at a time when the assembly

was actually adjourned, when I was absent, (else I
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never sliould have suffered it,) and when tlie people
were dismissed from their attendance. The pur-

port of the resolution was this :
" That the iero-

“ innemon and pylagoras, who should at any time
" be deputed by the Athenians to execute these
“ offices, should repair to Thermopylae and to
" Delphi, at the times appointed by our ancestors.”

This was speciously expressed, but it concealed the

basest purpose, which was, to prevent our deputies

from attending the extraordinary council at Ther-
mopylae, necessary to be held before the next stated

day of assembly.

But there was another clause in this resolution,

still plainer and more virulent. It directed, that the

ieromnemon and pylagorae, who should, at any time,

be appointed by the Athenians, were to have no sort

of intercourse with this extraordinary council, either

in word, or deed, or decree, or any transaction what-

ever. " To have no sort of intercourse.” What is

the intent of this ? Shall 1 declare the truth, or

shall I speak to please you ? The truth by all

means : for, by consulting only your gratification,

in all that is here delivered, hath the state been re-

duced to its present condition. The real purpose

therefore, of this clause is; that we should renounce

all regard to the oath by which our ancestors were

engaged, to the awful imprecation, and to the

oracles of the god.

Agreeably to this resolution, we staid at home,

while all the other deputies assembled at Ther-

6
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mopylae, except those of one people, whose name I

cannot bear to mention
;
(and never may any Gre-

cian slate suffer calamities in the least like theirs 1)

In this assembly, it _ was resolved to undertake a

war against the Amphissmans ; and Cattyplius, the

Pharsalian, who then presided in the assembly, was

appointed general. Nor was Philip, at this time,

in Macedon, no, nor in any part of Greece, but re-

moved as far as Scythia : he who, Demosthenes pre-

sumes to say, was by me brought down upon the

Greeks. In the first expedition, when the Am-
phissaeans were at their mercy, they treated them

with the utmost moderation ; and, for their most

heinous offences, they only imposed a fine, Avhich

was to be paid to the god by a time appointed
; re-

moved the most notoriously criminal and principal

authors of the sacrilege ; and restored those who

had been banished on account of their scrupulous

regard to religion. But, when this fine was not

discharged
;
when the principal ofienders were re-

called home ; and the innocent and religious men,

whom the Amphictyons had restored, were once

more expelled ;
then was the second expedition

made against the Amphissmans, a considerable time

after, when Philip was on his return from the Scy-

thian expedition. And now, when the gods pre-

sented you with the sovereign command in this holy

war, by the corruption of Demosthenes were you
deprived of that honour.

And, did not the gods warn us of our danger ?

did they not urge the necessity of vigilance, in a
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language scarcely less explicit than that of man ?

Surely never was a state more evidently protected

by the gods, and more notoriously ruined by its

popular leaders. Were we not sufficiently alarmed

by that portentous incident in the mysteries, the

sudden death of the initiated ? Did not Amyniades

still farther warn us of our danger, and urge us to

send deputies to Delphi to consult the god ? And
did not Demosthenes oppose this design ? Did he

not say, the Pythian priestess was inspired^ by Phi-

lip> rude and brutal as he is, insolently presuming

on that full power to which your favour raised him ?

And did he not at last, without one propitious sa-

crifice, one favourable omen to assure us of success,

send out our armies to manifest and inevitable dan-

ger? Yet, he lately presumed to say, that Philip did

not venture to march into our territories, for this

very reason, because his sacrifices had not been pro-

pitious. What punishment, therefore, is due to

thy offences, thou pest of Greece ? If the conqueror

was prevented from invading the territories of the

vanquished by unpropitious sacrifices, shouldst thou,

who, without the least attention to futurity, without

one favourable omen, hast sent our armies to the

field, shouldst thou be honoured with a crown for

those calamities, in which thou hast involved the

state, or driven from our borders with ignominy

“ Was inspired, &c. Demosthenes expressed tiiis by an arti-

ficial phrase, (the priestess Philippized,) on which the adv'er-

sary founds his charge of rudeness and brutality.
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And, what can be conceived surprising or extra-

ordinary, that we have not experienced ? Our lives

have not passed in the usual and natural course of

human affairs ; no, we were born to be an object

of astonishment to posterity. Do we not see the

King of Persia, he who opened A passage for his

navy through mount Athos, who stretched his

bridge across the Hellespont, who demanded earth

and water from the Greeks; he who, in his letters,

presumed to style himself sovereign of mankind,

from the rising to the setting sun
; now no longer

contending to be lord over others, but to secure his

personal safety ? Do not we see those crowned with

honour and ennobled with the command of the war

against Persia, who rescued the Delphian temple

from sacrilegious hands? Hath not Thebes, our

neighbouring state, been in one day torn from the

midst of Greece ? And, although this calamity may

justly be imputed to her own pernicious counsels,

yet we are not to ascribe such infatuation to any

natural causes, but to the fatal influence of some

evil genius. Are not the Lacedemonians, those

wretched men, who had but once slightly interfered

in the sacrilegious outrage on the temple ; who, in

their day of power, aspired to the sovereignty of

Greece; now reduced to display their tvretchedness

to the world, by sending hostages to Alexander,

ready to submit to that fate which he shall pro-

nounce upon themselves and on their country ; to

those terms which a conqueror, and an incensed

conqueror, shall vouchsafe to grant? And, is not
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this our state, the common refuge of the Greeks,

once the great resort of all the ambassadors from

the several cities, sent to implore our protection as

their sure recourse, now obliged to contend, not for

sovereign authority, but for our native laud ? And,

to these circumstances have we been gradually re-

duced from that time when Demosthenes first as-

sumed the administration. Well doth the poet

Hesiod pronounce on such men, in one part of his

works, where he points out the duty of citizens,

and warns all societies to guard effectually against

evil ministers. I shall repeat his words; for I pre-

sume we treasured up the sayings of poets in our

memory when young, that, in our riper years, we
might apply them to advantage.

When one man's crimes the wrath of Heav'n provoke,

Oft hath a nation felt the fatal stroke.

Contagion's blast destroys, at Jove’s command.

And wasteful famine desolates the land.

Or, in the field of war, her boasted pow’rs

Are lost; and earth receives her prostrate tow’rs.

In vain in gorgeous state her navies ride

;

Dash’d, wreck’d, and bury'd in the boist’rous tide.

Take away the measure of these verses, consider

only the sentiment, and you will fancy that you

hear, not some part of Hesiod, but a prophecy of

the administration of Demosthenes : for true it is,

that both fleets and armies, and whole cities, have

been completely destroyed by his administration

:

and, in my opinion, neither Phryrondas, nor Eury-

bafus, nor any of those most distinguished by- their
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villanies in former times, have been equal to this

man in the arts of imposture and deceit : this man,

who (hear it, O earth ; hear it, all ye gods, and all of

human race who have the least reg-ard to truth !)

dares to meet tlie eyes of his fellow-citizens, and

shamelessly assert, that the Thebans were induced

to the confederacy with us, not by the conjunctnue

of their aftairs, not by the terror whicli possessed

them, nor yet by our reputation ; but by the nego-

tiations of Demosthenes. True it is, that before

this time we sent many ambassadors to Thebes, all

of them united with that stale in the strictest con-

nexions. First we sent our general Thrasybulus,

a man highest above all others in the confidence of

the Thebans ; after him, Thraso, on whom the The-

bans conferred the honours of hospitality : then

again, Leodamas, nothing inferior to Demosthenes

in the powers of eloquence, and in my opinion a

much more pleasing speaker: Archidemus, ano-

ther powerful speaker, whose attachment to Thebes

had exposed him to considerable danger : Aristo-

phon, the popular leader, who had long incurred

the censure of being in his heart a Uceotian. Add
to these, Pyrandrus, the public speaker, who is yet

alive. And yet not one of these was ever able to

prevail on them to unite in alliance with our state.

I know the cause : but I must not insult their ca-

lamities.—The truth is, (as I conceive,) that when

Philip had wrested Nicaea from them, and delivered

it to the Thessalians
;
when he had transferred the

war from Phocis to the very walls of Thebes, that

war which he had before repelled from the terri-
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lories of Boeotia
; and vvlien, to crown all, he had

seized, and fortified, and fixed his garrison in Ela-

taea, then did tlieir fears of approaching ruin force

them to apply to Athens : and then did you march
out and appear at Thebes with all your power,

both of infantry and cavalry, before Demosthenes
had ever proposed one syllable about an alliance.

For it was the times, present terror, and the neces-

sity of uniting with you, which then brought you to

Thebes ; not DemosthenCvS.

And let it b«? observed, that in these his negoti-

ations he committed three capital offences against

the slate. In the first place, when Philip made
war on us, only in name, but in reality poii^ed.all

his resentment against Thebes, fas ap||^ars suffi-

ciently from the event, and needs not any farther

evidence,) he insidiously concealed this, of which it

so highly concerned us to be informed
;
and pretend-

ing that the alliance now proposed was not the

effect of the present conjuncture, but of his negoti-

ations, he first prevailed on the people not to de-

bate about conditions, but to be satisfied that the

alliance was formed on any terms : and, having se-

cured this point, he gave up all Boeotia to the power
of Thebes, by inserting this clause in the decree,

that, if any city should revolt from the Thebans,

the Athenians would grant their assistance to such of

the Boeotians only as should be resident in Thebes

:

thus concealing his fraudulent designs in specious

terms, and betraying us into his real purposes, ac-

cording to his usual practice : as if the Boeotians,

VOL. II. o
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who had really laboured under tlic most j^ricvous

oppression, were to be fully satisfied with (lie fine

periods of Demosthenes, and to forgot all resentment

of the wrongs which they had sutlered. Then, as

to the expences of the war, two thirds of these be

imposed on us who were the farthest removed from

danger, and one third only on the Thebans ;
for

which, as well as all his other mcasiires, be was

amply bribed. And, with respect to the command,

that of the fleet he indeed divided between us ; the

expense he imposed intirely on Atliens, and that

of the land-forces (if I am to speak seriously, I must

insist upon it) he absolutely transferred to the The-

bans ; so that, during this whole war, our general

Stratocles had not so much authority as might en-

able him to provide for the security of his soldiers.

And here I do not urge offences too trivial for the

regard of other men. No. I speak them freely ;

all mankind condemns them ; and you yourselves

are conscious of them
;
yet will not be roused to

resentment. For so completely hath Demostlienes

habituated you to his ofl'ences, that you now hear

them without emotion or surprise. But this should

not be : they should excite your utmost indignation,

and meet their just punishment, if you would pre-

serve those remains of fortune which are still left to

Athens.

A second anti a much more grievous offence did

he commit, in clandestiHfely taking away all autho-

rity of our senate, all the jurisdiction of our popu-

lar assembly, and transferring them from Athens to
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the citadel of Thcl)cs, by virtue of that clause which
gave the magistrates of IJccotia a sliarc in all

councils and transactions. And such an uncon-
trolled power did he assume, that lie rose publicly

in the assembly, and declared tliat lie would go as

ambassador whither he himself thought proper,

although not authorized by your commission
; and,

if any of the generals should attempt to control

him, he declared (as a warning to our magistrates to

acknowledge bis sovereign power, and as a means
"of accustoming them to implicit submission) that he

would cotmnoicc a sail for eaiublishino' the pre-

eminence of the speaker's gallerj/, over ike gene-

ral's pavilion ; for that tlic slate had derived more

advantages from him in this gallery, than ever it had

gained from the generals in their pavilions. Then,

by his false musters in the contract for the foreign

troops, he was enabled to secrete large sums of the

money destined to the military service. And by

hiring 10,000 of these troops of the Amphissseans,

in spite of alt my remonstrances, all my earnest

solicitations in the asseuddy, he involved the state

in the most perilous difficulties, at a time when the

loss of these foreign troops had left us unprepared

to encounter dangers. What think you was at this

time the object of Phili[)’s most ardent wishes ?

Was it not that be might attack our domestic forces,

separately, and our foreign troops at Amphi.ssa, se-

parately, and thus take advantage of the general

despair into which the Ofteks must sink, at such

an important blow ? and now Demosthenes, the

great author of these evils, is not contented that he

9,o



19G ORATION OF iF.SCHINFS [Orat. XVIII.

escapes from justice ; but, if lie he denied the honour

of a crown, expres.scs the !ii«hcst indignation : nor

is he satisfied tliat this crown should be proclaimed

in your presence ; but, unless all Greece be made

witness of his honours, he complains of tlie grievous

injury. And thus we find, that, when a disposition

naturally base, hath obtained any considerable share

of power, it never fails to work the ruin of a state.

I am now to speak of a third offence, and this

still more heinous than the others. Philip by no

means despised tlie Greeks : was by no means ig-

norant (for he was not devoid of all sense) that by

a general engagement he must set his whole power

to the hazard of a day ; he was well inclined to

treat about an accommodation, and was on the

point of sending deputies for this purpose, while the

Theban magistrates, on their parts, were alarmed

at the approaching danger, with good reason. For

it was not a dastardly speaker, who fled from his

post in battle, that presented it to their thoughts,

but the Phocian war, that dreadful contest of ten

years, which taught them a lesson never to be for-

gotten. Such was the state of iiis aflairs, and De-

mosthenes perceived it ; lie suspected that the Boeo-

tian chiefs were on the point of making a separate

peace, and would receive Philip’s gold without ad-

mitting him to a share : and deeming it worse than

death to be thus exclud^ from any scheme of cor-

ruption, he started up fl|pthe assembly, before any

man had declared his opinion that a peace should,

or should not, be concluded with Philip, but with an
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intent of warning; the Boeotian chiefs, by a kind of

public proclamation, that they were to allow him

his portion of their bribes ; he swore by Minerva

(whom it seems Phidias made for the use of De-
mokliencs, in his vile trade of fraud and perjury)

that, if any man should utter one word of making-

peace with Philip, he himself, with his own hands,

would drag him by the hair to prison ; imitating in

this the conduct of Cleophon, who in the war with

Jjacedemon, as we are informed, brought destruc-

tion upon the state But when the magistrates of

Thebes paid him no attention, but on the con-

trary, had countermanded their troops when on

their march, and proposed to you to consult about

a peace, then was he absolutely frantic ; he rose up

in the assembly ; he called the Boeotian chiefs trai-

tors to Greece
;
and declared that he himself would

move (he who never dared to meet the face of an

enemy) that you should send ambassadors to the

Thebans, to demand a passage through their terri-

tory, for your forces, in their march against Philip.

And thus through shame, and fearing that they

* Destruction vpou the state. After the battle of Cjziciim,

the Spintans offerpti to eoncliKle a peace with Athens. Their

ambassador proposed fair and equitable lernis
;
and the mode-

rate part of the state inclined to an accommodation. But the

violent and factious leaders, ainon^ whom this Cleophon waii

distinguished, inflamed the pete's vanity by a magnifleent

display of their late success,^jflPif Fortune, saith Diodorus,

had, contiary to her usual course, determined to confine her

favour.^ to one party). A\\ii‘ thus the majority were prevailed

upon to declare for war. And the event proved fatal.
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might really be tlioiiglit to have betrayed Greece,

were the magistrates of Tliebes diverted from nil

thoughts of peace, and hurried at once to the field

of battle”.

And here let us recall to mind those gallant men,

whom he forced out to manifest destruction, with-

out one sacred rite happily performed, one propi-

tious omen to assure them of success ; and yet,

when they had fallen in battle, presumed to ascend

their monument with those coward feet that lied

from their post, and pronounced liis encomiums on

their merit. 13 ut O thou, who, on every occasion

of great and important action, has proved of all

mankind the most worthless, in the insolence of

language the most a.stonishing, canst thou attempt,

in the face of tlie.se thy fellow-citizens, to claim

honour of a crown, for the misfortunes in Avhich

thou hast plunged thy city ? Or, should he claim it,

can you restrain your indignation, and hath the

memory of your slaughtered countrymen perished

with tliem ? Indulge me for a moment, and imagine

that you are now not in this tribunal, but in the

theatre ; imagine that you sec the herald approach-

ing, and the proclamation prescribed in this decree,

on the point of being delivered
; and then consider,

whether will the friends of the deceased shed more

tears at the tragedies, at the pathetic stories of the

great characters to be pj^ented on the stage
;
or at

the in.sensibility of their robntry ? What inhabitant

^ See History of Philip, b. v. beet. 2. p. 203.
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of Greece, what iiuman creature, who hath imbibed

the least share of liberal .sentiments, must not feel

the deepest sorrow, when be reflects on one transac-

tion which he must have seen in the theatre
; wheb

be remembers, if he remembers nothing else, that

on festivals like tlicse, when the tragedies were to

be presented, in those times when the state was well

governed, and directed by faithful ministers; a

herald appeared, and introducing tliose orphans

whose fathers had died in battle, now arrived at

maturity, and dressed in complete armour, made a

j)roclatna(ion tlie most noble, and the most elTectual

to excite the mind to glorious actions: ‘‘That
“ these youths, whose fathers lost their lives in

“ figliting bravely for their country, the people had

“ maintained to this their age of maturity. That
“ now, having furnished them with complete suits

“ of armour, they distniss them with prayers for

“ their prosperity) to attend to their respective af-

“ fairs; and invite them to aspire to the highest

“ offices of the slate.”

Such were the proclamations in old times. But

such arc not now heard. And, were the herald to

introduce the person who had made these cliildren

or|)han8, what could he say, or what could he pro-

claim ? Should he speak in the form prescribed in

this decree, yet the odious truth would still force

itself upon you, it would seem to strike your ears

with a language different from that of the herald.

It would tell you, that “ the Athenian people

“ crowned this n>an, who scarcely deserves the
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name of a man, on account of his virtue, though
“ a wretch the most abandoned

;
and on account

“ of his magnanimity, though a coward and de-
“ sorter of his post.” Do not, Athenians, 1 con-

jure you by all the powers of lieaven, do not erect

a trophy in your theatre, to perpetuate your own
disgrace ; do not expose the weak conduct of your

country, in the presence of the Greeks ; do not re-

call all their grievous and desperate misfortunes to

the minds of the wretched Thebans
;
who, when

driven from their habitations by this man, were, re-

ceived within these walls : whose temples, whose

children, whose sepulchral monuments were de-

stroyed by the corruption of Demostlicnes, and the

Macedonian gold.

Since you were not personal spectators of their

calamities, represent them to your imaginations;

think that you behold their city stormed, their walls

levelled with the ground, their houses in flames,

their wives and children dragged to slavery, their

hoary citizens, tlieir ancient matrons, un-lcarning

liberty in their old age, pouring out their tears, and
crying to you for pity ; exjiressing their resentment,

not against the instruments, but the real authors of

their calamities ; importuning you by no means to

grant a crown to this pest of Greece, but rather to

guard against that curse, that fatal genius which
evermore pursues him. For never did any state,

never did any private persons, conduct their affairs

to an happy issue, that were guided by the counsels

of Demosthenes. And is it not shameful, my cOun-
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trymcn, that, in the case of those mariners who
transport men over to Salamis, it should be enacted

by a law, that whoever shall overset his vessel in

this passage, even inadvertently, shall never be
again admitted to the same employment, (so that

no one may be suffered to expose the persons of the

Greeks to careless hazard,) and yet, that this man,
who hath quite overset all Greece, as well as this

slate, should be still intrusted with the helm of g^o-

vernment ?

That I may now speak of the fourth period, and

thus proceed to the present times, I must recall one

particular to your thoughts : that Demosthenes not

only deserted from his post in battle, but fled from

his duty in the city, under the pretence of employing

some of our ships in collecting contributions from

the Greeks. But when, contrary to expectation,

the public dangers seemed to vanish, he again re-

turned. At first he appeared a timorous and de-

jected creature; he rose in the assembly, scarcely

half alive, and desired to be appointed a commis-

sioner for settling and establishing the treaty. But,

during the first progress of these transactions, you

did not even allow the name of Demosthenes to be

subscribed to your decrees, but appointed Nausicles

your principal agent.—Yet now he has the pre-

sumption to demand a crown.—When Philip died,

and Alexander succeeded to the kingdom, then did

he once more pmclise his impostures. He raised

altars to Pausanius, and loaded the senate with the

odium of offering sacrifices and public thanksgivings
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j»'ence by an act of direct treason. For the mariners

of the Paralian galley, and the ambassadors sent to

Alexander, report (and witli great appearance of

truth) that there is one Arislion, a Platajan, the son

of Aristobiilus the apothecary, (if any of you know
the man). This youth, who was distinguished by

the beauty of his person, lived a long time in the

house of Demosthenes. How he was there em-

ployed, or to what purposes he served, is a matter of

doubt, and which it might not be decent to explain

particularly. And, as 1 am informed, he afterwards

eontrived (as his birth and course of life was a secret

to the world) to insinualc himself into the favour of

Alexander, with whom he lived with some intimacy.

This man Demosthenes employed to deliver letters

to Alexander, which served in some sort to dispel

his fears, and alfecled his reconciliation with the

prince
; which he laboured to confirm by the most

abandoned flattery.

And now observe how this account agrees with

the facts which I allege against him. For if De-

mosthenes had been sincere in his professions ;
had

he really been that mortal foe to Alexander; there

were three most fortunate occasions for an oppo-

sition, not one of which he appears to have im-

jiroved. The first was, when this prince had but

just ascended the throne
;
and, before his own af-

fairs wei'c duly settled, passed over into Asia
;
when

the king of Persia was in the height of all his

power, amply furnished with ships, with money,

and" with forces, and extremely desirous of admitting
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us to his alliance, on account of the danger which

then threatened his dominions. Did you then

utter one word, Demosthenes? Did you rise up to

move for any one resolution ? Am I to impute your

silence to terror ; to the influence of your natural

timidity ? But the interest of the state cannot wait

the timidity of a public speaker. Again, when
Darius had taken the held with ail his fcrccs, when

Alexander was shut up in the defiles of Cilicia, and,

as you pretended, destitute of all necessaries ; when
he was upon the point of being trampled down by

the Persian cavalry, (this was your language ;) when

your insolence was insupportable to the whole city ;

when you marched about in state with your letters

in your hands, pointing me ont to your creatures as

a trembling and desponding wretch, calling me the

gilded victim, and declaring that I was to be crowned

for sacrifice, if any accident should happen to Alex-

ander ; still were you totally inactive ; still you re-

served yourself for some fairer occasion.—But to

pass over all these things, and to come to late trans-

actions. The Lacedemonians, in conjunction with

their foreign troops, had gained a victory, and cut

to pieces the Macedonian forces near Corragus ; the

Eicans had gone over to their party, and all the

Achaeans, except the people of Pellene ; all Arcadia

also, except the great city ; and this was besieged,

and every day expected to be taken : Alexander was

at a distance farther than the pole ; almost beyond

the limits of the habitable world ; Antipater had been

long employed in collecting his forces
; and the

event was utterly uncertain. In this juncture, say.
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Demosthenes, what were your actions ? what were

your speeches ? if you please, I will come down,

and give you an opportunity of informing- us. But

you are silent. Well, then, I will shew some ten-

deVness to your hesitation, and I myself will tell the

assembly how you then spoke. And do you not

remember his strange and monstrous expressions ?

Which you (O astonishing insensibility!) could en-

dure to hear. He rose up and cried. Some men are

pruning- the city ; they are lopping the tendrils of

the state ; they cut through the sinews of our affairs

;

we are packed up and malted ; they thread us like

needles. Thou abandoned wretch ! What lan-

guage is this ? Is it natural or monstrous }

Ag-ain, you writhed and twisted your body round the

g’allery ; and cried out, as if you really exerted all

your zeal against Alexander, “ I confess that I pre-

" vailed on the Lacedemonians to revolt ; that I

brought over the Thessalians and Perrhibaeans.”

Influence the Thessalians ! Could you influence a

single village ? you, who in time of danger never

venture to stir from the city ; no, not from your own
house } Indeed, where any money is to be obtained,

there you are ever ready to seize your prey; but ut-

terly incapable of any action worthy of a man. If

Fortune favours us with with some instance of suc-

cess, then, indeed, he assumes the merit to himself

;

he ascribes it to his own address; if some danger

alarms us, he flies ; if our fears are quieted, he de-

mands rewards, he expects golden crowns.

" But all this is granted. Yet he is a zealous
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" friend to our free constitution.” If you consider

only his fair and plausible discourses, you may l)e

deceived in this, as you iiave been in oilier in-

stances. But look into his real nature and cha-

racter, and you cannot be deceived. Hence it is

that you are to form your judgment. And here I

shall recount the several particulars necessary to

form the character of a faithful citizen, and an useful

friend to liberty. On the otlier hand, I shall de-

scribe (he man who is likely to prove a bad member
of society, and a favourer of the arbitrary power of

a few. Do you apply these two descriptions to him,

and consider not what he alleges, but what he really is.

I presume, then, it must be universally acknow-

ledged, that these arc the characteristics of a friend

to our free constitution. Fii’st, he must be of a libe-

ral descent, both by father and mother, lest the mis-

fortune of his birth should inspire him with a preju-

dice against the laws which secure our freedom.

Secondly, he must be descended from such ances-

tors as have done service to the people, at least, from

such as have not lived in enmity with them : this is

indispensably necessary, lest he should be prompted

to do the state some injury, in order to revenge the

quarrel of his ancestors. Thirdly, he must be dis-

creet and temperate in his course of life, lest a luxu-

rious dissipation of his fortune might tempt him

to receive a bribe in order to betray his country.

Fourthly, he must have integrity united with a

powerful elocution ; for it is the perfection of a

statesman to possess that goodness of mind, \Vhich
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may ever direct him to the most salutary measures,

together with a skill and power of speaking, which

may effectually recommend them to his hearers. Yet,

of the two, integrity is to be preferred to eloquence.

Fifthly, he must have a manly spirit, that in war

and danger he may not desert liis country. It may
be sufficient to say, without farther repetition, that a
friend to tlie arbitrary power of a few is distinguished

by the characteristics directly opposite to these.

And now consider which of them agree to De-

mosthenes. Let us state the account witli tlie most

scrupulous regard to justice. This man’s father was

Demosthenes of the Pa*anian tribe, a citizen of re-

pute, (for 1 siiall adhere strictly to truth). But how
he stands as to family, with respect to his mother

and her father, I must now explain. There was

once in Athens a man called Gylon
; who by be-

traying Nymphaeum in Pontus to the enemy, a city

then possessed by us, was obliged to fly from his

country in order to escape the sentence of death de-

nounced against him, and settled on the Bosphorus,

where he obtained, from the neighbouring princes,

a tract of land called the Gardens ; and married a

woman, who indeed brought him a considerable

fortune, but was by birth a Scythian. By her he

had two daughters whom he sent hither with a

great quantity of wealth ; one of them he settled,

I shall not mention with whom, that I may not

* I shall not mention^ itc. The name, which iEschines sup-

presi^es from motives of policy, Demosthenes hath himself disco-
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provoke the resentment of too many ; the other

Demosthenes the Pseanian married in defiance of

our laws, and from her is the present Demosthenes

sprung: our turbulent and malicious informer. So

that by his grandfather, in the female line, he is an

enemy to the state, for his grandfather was con-

demned to death by your ancestors. And by his

mother he is a Scythian, one who assumes the lan-

guage of Greece, but whose abandoned principles

betray his barbarous descent.

And what hath been his course of life.?—lie first

assumed the office of a trierarch : and, having ex-

hausted his paternal fortune by this ridiculous vanity,

he descended to the profession ofan hired advocate ;

but having lost all credit in this employment, by

betraying the secrets of his clients to their antago-

nists, he forced his way into the gallery, and ap-

peared a popular speaker. When those vast sums,

of which he had defrauded the public, were just

dissipated, a sudden tide of Persian gold poured into

his exhausted coffers ; nor was all this sufficient ;

for no fund whatever can prove sufficient for the

profligate and corrupt. In a word, he supported

himself, not by a fortune of his own, but by your

perils. But how doth he appear with respect to in-

vered in his oration against Aphobus ; where lie ileclarcs that

his mother was daughter to this Gylon, and that her sister mar-

ried Demochares. This passage must have escaped Plutarch

;

as he e,\presses a doubt whether the account here given of the

family of Dcmostlienes be true or false. Tourreie.
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tegrity, and force of elocution ? Powerful in speak-

ing; abandoned in his manners. Of such unnatural

depravity in his sensual gratifications, that I cannot

describe his practices ;
I cannot offend that delicacy

to which such shockiugdcscriptions are always odious.

And how hath he served the public ? His speeches

have been plausible ;
his actions traitorous.

As to his courage, I need say but little on that

head. Did he himself deny tliat he is a coward ?

Were you not sensible of it, 1 should think it ne-

cessary to detain you by a formal course of evidence.

But as he hath publicly confessed it in our assem-

blies, and as you have been witnesses of it, it re-

mains only that I remind you of the laws enacted

against such crimes. It was the determination of

Solon, our old legislator, that he who evaded his

duty in the field, or left his post in battle, should

be subject to the same penalties with the man di-

rectly convicted of cowardice. For there are laws

enacted against cowardice. It may perhaps seem

wonderful, that the law should take cognizance of

a natural infirmity. But such is the fact. And
why ? That every one of us may dread the punish-

ment denounced by law, more than the enemy ;

and thus prove the better soldier in the cause of his

country. The man, then, who declines the service

of the field, the coward; and he who leaves his post

in battle, are, by our law'giver, excluded from all

share in public deliberations, rendered incapable

* From all share, &c. The original expression imports,/re»i

the lustral vessels ofourpublic place ofassembling. These \ essel»

VOT.- Tl "
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of receiving tlic honour of a crown, and denied ad-

mission to the religious rites performed by the pub-

lic. But you direct us to crown a |)erson, whom
the laws declare to be incapable of receiving a

crown
; and by your decree you introduce a man

into the tlieatre, who is disqualified from appearing

there
; you call him into a place sacred to Bacchus,

who by his cowardice hath betrayed all our sacred

places.—But, that I may not divert you from the

great point, remember this. When Demosthenes

tells you that he is a friend to liberty, examine not

his speeches but his actions ; and consider not what

he professes to be, but what he really is.

.And, now that I have mentioned crowns and

public honours, while it yet rests upon my mind,

let me recommend this precaution. It must be your

part, Athenians, to put an end to this frequency of

public honours, these precipitate grants of crowns ;

else, they who obtain them will owe you no ac-

knowledgment, nor shall the state receive the least

advantage : for you never can make bad men bet-

ter; and those of real merit must be cast into the

utmost dejection. Of this truth I shall convince

you by the most powerful arguments. Suppose a

man should a.sk. At what time this state supported

of Iiallowcd uater were placed at the entrance of their temples,

and the avenues of tlieir fornin, for the same purposes to which

they are at tliis day applied in Popish churches. And it was a

part of the relij^ious ceremonies performed in their public as-

semblies, previously to all deliberation, to sprinkle the place,

and the people, from those vessels.
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the most illiisti ioiis reputation ? in the present days,

or in those of our ancestors? With oae voice you

would rdi)ly, “ In the days of our ancestors.” At

what time did our citizens di.splay the greatest

merit ? then, or now ? They were then eminent

;

now, much less distinguished. At what time were

rewards, crowns, proclamations, and public honours

of every kind most frecjueiit? tlien, or now? '^I'heu

they were rare, and truly valuable
;
then the name

of merit bore the highest lustre: but now, it is tar-

nished and cll'aced ;
while your honours arc con-

ferred by course and custom, not with judgment and

distinction.

It may possibly seem unaccountable, that rewards

are now more frequent, yet that public alfairs were

then more tlourishing ;
that our citizens are now-

less worthy, but were then of real eminence. This

is a difliculty which 1 shall endeavour to obviate.

Do you imagine, Athenians, that any man whatever

would engage in the game.s held on our festivals, or

in any others, where the victors receive a crown, in

the exercises of wrestling, or in any of the several

athletic, contests, if the crovv« was to be conferred,

not on the most worthy, but on the nnui of greatest

interest ? Surely no mail would engage. But now',

as the reward of such their victory is rare, hardly to

be obtained, truly honourable, and never to be for-

gotten ;
there are champions found, ready to submit

to the severest preparatory discipline, and to en-

counter all the dangers of the contest. Imagine,

1* 2
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then, that political merit is a kind of game, which

you are appointed to direct ; and consider that, if

you grant the prizes to a few, and those the most

worthy, and on such conditions as the laws pre-

scribe, you will have many champions in this cOn>

test of merit. But, if you gratify any man that

pleases, or those who can secure the strongest in-

terest, you will be the means of corrupting the very

best natural dispositions.

That you may conceive the force of what I here

advance, I must explain myself still more clearly.

—

Which, think ye, was the more worthy citizen;

Themistocles, who commanded your fleet, when

you defeated the Persian in the sea-flght at Salamis

;

or this Demosthenes, who deserted from his post ?

Miltiades, who conquered the barbarians at Mara-

thon, or this man ? The chiefs who led back the

people from Phyle* ? Aristides, surnamed the Just,

a title quite different from that of Demosthenes?

—No
f
by the powers of heaven, I deem the names

of these heroes too noble to be mentioned in the

fame day with that of this savage. And let De-

mosthenes shew, when he comes to his reply, if ever

a decree was made for granting a golden crown to

them. Was then the state ungrateful ? No : but

•he thought highly of her own dignity. And these

* From Phylt

:

i. e, when Thra^^bulus had expelled the thirty

tyrants, established by the Lacedemonimis in Athens, at the

^ORclusion of the Peloponnesian war.
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citizens, who were not thus honoured, appear to

have been truly worthy of such a state
;

for they

imag’ined that they were not to be honoured by

public records, but by the memories of those they

had obliged ; and their honours have there re-

mained, from that time down to this day, in cha-

racters indelible and immortal. There were citi-

zens in those days, who being stationed at the river

Strymon, there patiently endured a long series of

toils and dangers, and, at length, gained a victory

over the Medes. At their return, they petitioned

the people for a reward ; and a reward was con-

ferred upon them, (then deemed of great impor-

tance,) by erecting three Mercuries of stone in the

usual portico, on which, however, their names were

not inscribed, lest this might seem a monument

erected to the honour of the commanders, not to

that of the people. For the truth of this I appeal

to the inscriptions. That on the first statue was ex-

pressed thus :

—

Great souls ! who fought near Strymou’s rapid tide

;

And brav’d th’ hivader^s arm, and quell’d his pride.

Eion’s high tow’rs confess’d the glorious deed

;

And saw dire famine waste the vanquish'd Meds.
Such was our vengeance on the barb’rous host

;

And such the gen’rous toils our heroes boast.

This was the inscription on the second

Tilis, the reward which grateful Athens gives !

Here still the patriot and the hero lives

!

Here, let the rising age with rapture gaze.

And emulate the glorious deeds they praise.
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On (lie third was the inscription thus:—

INIencsthcus, hence, led Ibrlh his chosen train,

Anti pour’d the war oVr hapless I lion’s plain.

Twas Jiis, (so speaks the bard’s iniinortal lay,)

Fo roini tiv enilKMly’d host in linn iirray.

Such were our sons! Nor yel shall AriiKNS yield

'rhe first bright honours of* the sanguine fn ld.

Still, nurse of heroes! still the praise h thine.

Of cTry glorious toil, of tv’ry act divine.

In these do \vc tind tlie name of the general ?

No ; but that of the people. Fancy yourselves

(ran.spo! (ed to the grand portico
;

for, in this your

])lace of a,ssembling, the monuments of all great ac-

tion.s arc erected full in view. There we find a

picture of the battle of Marathon. Who was the

general in this battle ? To this question you would

ail answer, Miltiades. And yet his name is not

inscribed. How ? Did be not petition for such an

honour? He did petition: but the people refused

to grant it. Instead of inscribing his name, they

consented tliat he should be drawn in the fore-

ground, encouraging his soldiers. In like manner,

in the temple of the Great Mother, adjoining to the

senate-house, you may sec the honours paid to those

who brought our exiles back from Phyle. The
decree for these honours was solicited and obtained

by Arcliines, one of those whom they restored to

the citizens. And this decree directs, first, that a

thousand drachma; shall be given to them, for sa-

crifices and ofi’erings ; a sum which allowed not

quite ten drachma! to each. In the next place, it
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ordains, that each shall be crowned with a wreath

of olive not of gold. For crowns of olive were

then deemed highly honourable ; now, those of

gold are regarded with contempt. Nor was even

thfs to be granted precipitately, but after an exact

previous examination, by the senate, into the num-
bers of those who had maintained their post at

Phyle, when the Lacedemonians and the thirty had

marched to attack them, not of those who had fled

from their post at Chaeronea, on the first appearance

of an enemy. And for the truth of this let the

decree be read.

The Decree for honouring those who had been at

Phyle.

Compare this with the decree ])roposcd by Cte-

siplion in favour of Demosthenes, the author of our

most grievous calamities.—Read

The Decree of Ctesiphon.

By this decree are the honours granted to those

wlio restored our exiles utterly effaced. If to con-

fer the one was laudable, to grant the other must be

scandalous. If they were worthy of their public

honours he must be utterly unworthy of this crown.

— But it is his purpose to allege (as I am informed)

that I proceed without candour or justice, in com-

paring his actions with those of our ancestors. In

the Olympic games, saith he, Philainon is not

crowned because he hath excelled Glaucus the an-
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dent wrestler, but because he hath conquered his

own antagonists. As if you did not know that, in

these games, the contest is between the immediate

combatants ; but where political merit is to be ho-

noured, the contest is with merit itself ; nor can the

herald at all deviate from truth, when he is to make

proclamation in the presence of the Greeks. Do
not then pretend to say you have served the state

better than Patascion
;
prove that you have attained

to true and perfect excellence ; and then demand

honours from the people. Hiit, that 1 may not lead

you too far from the subject, let the secretary read

the inscription in honour of those who brought

back the people from Phylc.

THE INSCRIPTION.

These wreaths Athenian gratitude bestows

On the brave chiefs, who first, for freedom, rose,

Drove the proud Tyrants from their lawless state,

.\nd bade the rescu'd land again be great.

That they had overturned a government repug-

nant to the laws: this is the very reason here assigned

for their public honours. For such was the uni-

versal reverence for the laws, at that time, that

men’s ears were perpetually ringing with this maxim,

that, by defeating impeachments against illegal

practices our constitution was instantly subverted.

So have 1 been informed by my father, who died at

the age of ninety-five, after sharing all the distresses

of his country. Such were the principles he re-

peatedly inculcated, in his hours of disengagement.
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By him have 1 been assured that, at the time when
our freedom was just restored, the man who stood

arraigned for any violation of the laws received the

punishment due to his offence, without respite or

mercy. And what offence can be conceived more

impious than an infringement of the laws either by

word or action ?—At that time, said he, such causes

were not heard in the sam^ manner as at present.

The judges exerted more severity against those who

stood impeached, than even the prosecutor. It was

then usual for them to interrupt the secretary, to

oblig’e him again to read the laws, and to compare

diem with the decree impeached ; and to pronounce

the sentence of condemnation, not on those only

who had been convicted of violating the whole

tenor of the laws, but even on those who had devi-

ated from them in one single particle. But the

present course of procedure is even ridiculous. The
officer reads the indictment ; but, as if it was an idle

song, or some trivial matter of no concernment to

them, the judges turn their attention to some other

subject. And thus, seduced by the wiles of Demo-

sthenes, you have admitted a shameful practice into

your tribunals ; and public justice is perverted : the

prosecutor is obliged to appear as the defendant

;

while the person accused commences prosecutor

:

the judges sometimes forget the points to which

their right of judicature extends, and are forced to

give sentence on matters not fairly cognizable on

their tribunals ; and, if the impeached party ever

deigns to enter on his defence, his plea is, not that
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he is innocent of the charge, but that some other per-

son, equally guilty, hath on some former occasion

been sulVered to escape. And on this plea Ctesiphon

relies u ith greatest confidence, as I am informed.

Your citizen Aristophon once dared to boast

tliat fifty-live times had he been prosecuted for

illcg-al decrees, and as many times had he escaped.

Not so Cephalus, our old minister, he whom we

deemed the most zealously atlached to tlic consti-

tution, Me, on the contrary, accounted it his

greatest glory, that, although he had proposed more

decrees than any other citizen, yet had he been not

once obliged to defend himself against an impeach-

ment. And this was really matter of triumph ; for,

in Ids days, prosecutions were commenced, not by

the partisans of opposite factions against each other,

but by friends against friends, in every case in which

the state was injured. To produce an instance of

this. Archimus commenced a prosecution against

Tlirasybulus, on account of a decree for crowning

one of those who had returned from Phyle, which,

in some circumstancc.s, was repugnant to the laws ;

and, notwithstanding his late important services,

sentence was pronounced against him. These were

not at all regarded by the judges. It was their

principle, that, as Tlirasybulus had once restored

our exiles, so he in effect drove his fellow-citizens

into exile, by proposing any one act repugnant to

the laws. Hut now we have quite different senti-

ments. Now our generals of character, our citizens
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whose services have been rewarded by public main-

tctiancc \ exert (heir interest to suppress impeach-

ments ; and in this they must be deemed guilty of

the utmost ingratitude. For the man who hath

been honoured by the stale, a state wliich owes its

being only to the gods and to the laws, and yet

presumes to siippoi t those who violate the laws, in

elTect subverts that government by which his honours

were conferred.

Here then I shall explain, how far a citizen may
honestly and regularly proceed in pleading for an

ollender. When an impeachment for illegal

practices is to be tried in the tribunal, the day of

hearing is divided into three parts ; the first part

is assigned to the prosecutor, to the laws, and to

the constitution ; the second is granted to the ac-

cused, and to his assistants. If then sentence of

acquittal be not passed on the first question, a third

portion is assigned for the consideration of the line,

and for adjusting the degree of your resentment.

He then who petitions for your vote, when the fine

is to be considered, petitions only against the rigour

of your resentment. But he who petitions for your

vote upon the first question, petitions you to give

up your oath, to give up the law, to give up the

constitution : a favour which it is impious to ask

;

which, if asked, it is impious to grant. Tell these

“ iiy public maintenance. In the original, some of those who
have their table in the Pri/tanaum— the greatest honour which

a citizen could receive for his public services. Such persons

(lieu had a natural authority and influence in public asseiublies.
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interceders, then, that they are to leave you at full

liberty to decide the first question agreeably to the

laws ; let them reserve their eloquence for the ques-

tion relative to the fine.

Upon the whole, Athenians, I am almost tempted

to declare, that a law should be enacted solely res-

pecting impeachments for illegal proceedings; that

neither the prosecutor, nor the accused, should ever

be allowed the assistance of advocates : for the merits

of such causes are not vague and undetermined.

No ; they are accurately defined by your laws. As

in architecture, when we would be assured whether

any part stand upright or no, we apply the rule by

which it is ascertained ; so in these impeachments

we have a rule provided in the record of the prose-

cution, in the decree impeached, and in the laws

with which it is compared. Shew, then, in the

present case, that these last are consonant to each

other, and that you are at once acquitted. What
need you call upon Demosthenes ? But if you evade

the equitable method of defence, and call to your

assistance a man practised in craft, in all the wiles

of speaking, you then abuse the attention of your

judges, you injure the state, you subvert Uie con-

stitution.

It must be my part effectually to guard yqu

against such evasion. When Ctesiphon rises up,

and begins with repeating the fine introduction

composed for him ; when he winds through his

solemn periods without ever coming to the great
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point of his defence ; then remind him calmly and

quietly to take up the record of his impeachment,

and compare his decree with the laws. Should he

pretend not to hear you, do you too refuse to hear

hifn ; for you are here convened to attend, not to

those who would evade the just methods of defence,

but to the men who defend their cause fairly and

regularly. And should he still decline the legal

and equitable defence, and call on Demosthenes to

plead for him, my first request is, that you would

not at all admit an insidious advocate, who thinks

to subvert the laws by his harangues: that, when

Ctesiphon asks whether he shall call Demosthenes,

no man should esteem it meritorious to be the first

to cry, Call him, call him,” If you call him,

against yourselves you call him, against the laws

you call him, against the constitution you call him.

Or, if you resolve to hear him, 1 then request that

Demosthenes may be confined to the same method

in his defence, which I have pursued in this my

charge. And what method have I pursued ? That

1 may assist your memories, observe, that I have not

begun with the private life of Demosthenes ; that I

have not introduced my prosecution with a detail of

misdemeanors in his public conduct; although I

could not want various and numberless instances to

urge, unless I were totally inexperienced in allairs.

Instead of this, I first produced the laws which di-

rectly forbid any man to be crowned, whose ac-

counts are not yet passed : I then proved that Cte-

siphon had proposed a decree for granting a crown

to Denu>sthenes, while his accounts yet remained to
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be passed
;
without any qualifying- clause, or any

such addition, as, “ when iiis accounts shale
“ FIRST HAVE iiEEN APPROVED but in opcn and

avowed contempt of you and of the laws. 1 men-

tioned also the pretences to be alleged for this pVo-

cedure, and then recited the laws relative to pro-

clamations, in which it is directly enacted, that no

crown shall be proclaimed in any other place but in

the assembly only. So that the defendant has not

only proposed a decree repugnant in general to the

laws, but has transgressed in the circumstances of

time and place, by directing the proclamation to be

made, not in the assembly, but in the theatre
;

not

when the people were convened, but when the trage-

dies were to be presented. From tliese points I

proceeded to take some notice of his private life :

but chiefly I insist upon his public oH’cnccs.

It is your part to oblige Demosthenes to the same

method in his defence. First, let him speak of the

laws relative to magistrates yet accountable to the

public ; then of those which reg"ard proclamations

;

and, thirdly, which is the point of greatest moment,

let him prove, tiiat he is worthy of this honour.

And should he supplicate to be allowed his own

method, and should he promise to conclude his de-

fence with obviating the charge of illegality, grant

him not this indulgence ; know that, in this, he

means to engage in a trial of skill with his tribunal.

It is not his intention to return at any time to this

great point
;
but, as it is a point he can by no means

obviate by any equitable plea, he would divert your
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attention to other matters, that so you may forget

the grand article of this impeachment. Rut as in

athletic contests you see the wrestlers struggling

with each other for the advantage of situation ; so,

in 'this contest for the state, and for the method of

his pleading, exert the most incessant and obstinate

efforts. Suffer him not to wander fiom the great

article of illegality ; confine him, watch him, drive

him to the point in question ;
and be strictly guarded

against the evasive windings of his harangue.

Should you decline this strict and regular ex-

amination of the cause, it is but just tliat I warn

you of tlie consequences. The impeached party will

produce that vile impostor, that robber, that plun-

derer of the public. He can weep with greater

ease than others laugh ; and, for perjury, is of all

mankind the most ready. Nor shall I be surprised

if he should suddenly change his wailings to the

most virulent abuse of those who attend the trial

:

if he should declare, that the notorious favourers of

oligarchal power are, to a man, ranged on the side

of the accuser, and that the friends of liberty appear

as fi’iends to the defendant. But, should he thus

allege, his seditious insolence may be at once con-

founded by the following reply :
“ If those citizens

“ who brought back the people from their exile in

“ Phyle, had been like you, Demosthenes, our free

“ constitution had never been established ; but they,

“ when the most dreadful calamities were impend-

“ ing, saved the state by pronouncing one single

word, AN AMNESTY
:
(that noble word, the genuine
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dictate of wisdom,) while you tear open the

wounds of your country, and discover mor^ solici-

tude for the composition of your harangue^ than

for the interest of the state.”
,

When this perjured man comes to demand credit

to his oaths, remind him of this ; that he who hath

frequently sworn falsely, and yet expects to be be-

lieved upon his oath, should be favoured by one of

these two circumstances, of which Demosthenes

finds neither: his gods must be new, or his audi-

tors different. As to his tears, as to his passionate

exertions of voice, when he cries out,
“ Whither

“ shall I fly, ye men of Athens ? You banish me
" from the city, and, alas ! I have no place of re-

" fuge let this be your reply :
“ And where shall

“ the people find refuge ? What provision of allies ?

“ what treasures are prepared ? What resources

“ hath your administration secured ? We all see

" what precautions you have taken for your own
'' security

:
you who have left the city, not, as you

" pretend to lake up your residence in the Pirrnus,

but to seize the first favourable moment of flying

from your country : you who, to quiet all your

” dastardly fears, have ample provisions secured in

" the gold of Persia, and all the bribes of your ad-

" ministration,”— But, after all, why these tears?

Why these exclamations ? Why this vehemence ?

Is it not Ctesiphon who stand* impeached ? And,

in a cause where judges are at liberty to moderate

hia punishment. You are not engaged in any suit,

by which cither your fortune, or your person' or
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your reputation may be affected. For wliat then

doth he express all this solicitude ? For golden

crowns ; for proclamations in the theatre, expressly

forbidden by the law. Tiic man, who, if the

peoj)le could be so infatuated, if they could have so

completely lost all memory, as to grant him any

such honour, at a season so improper, should rise

in tlie assembly, and say, “ Ye men of Athens, I

“ accept the crown, but approve not of the time
“ appointed for the proclamation. While the city
” wears the habit of a mourner, let not me be
“ crowned for the causes of her sorrow.” This

would be the language of a truly virtuous man :

—

you speak the sentiments of an accursed wretch, the

malignant enemy of all goodness. And, let no man
conceive the least fear

;
(no, by Hercules, it is not

to be feared!) that this Demosthenes, this generous

spirit, this distinguished hero in war, if disap-

pointed of these honours, shall retire and dispatch

liimsclf. He, who holds your esteem in such so-

vereign contempt, that he hath a thousand times

gashed that accursed head, that bead which yet

stands accountable to the stale, which this man hath

proposed to crown in defiance of all law. He, who

hath made a trade of such practices, by commencing

suits for wounds inflicted by himself ;
who is so com-

pletely battered, that the fury of Midias still remains

imprinted on his head :—head did I call it ? No, it

is his estate.

With respect to Ctesiphon, the author of this

decree, let me but mention some few particulars. I

VOL. II. «
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pass over many things that might be urged, pro-

posedly to try, whether you can of yourselves, and

without direction, mark out the men of consum-

mate iniquity. 1 then confine myself to such points

as equally affect them both, and may be urged with

equal justice against the one and the other. They
go round the public places, each possessed with the

juslest notions of his associate, and each declaring’

truths which cannot be denied. Ctesiphon .says,

that for himself he has no fears : he hopes to be con-

sidered as a man of weakness and inexperience : but

that his fears are all for the corruption of Demo-

sthenes, his timidity and cowardice. Demosthenes,

on the other hand, declares, that with respect to

himself he hath full confidence, but that he feels the

utmost apprehensions from the iniquity of Ctesiphon,

and his abandoned debauchery. When these, there-

fore, pronounce each other guilty, do you, their

common judges, by no means suffer their offences to

escape unpunislicd.

As to the calumnies with which I am attacked, I

would prevent their effect by a few observations. I

am informed that Demosthenes is to urge, that the

state hath received services from him, but iu many
instances hath been injured by me : tiie transactions

of Philip, the conduct of Alexander, all the crimes by

them committed, he means to impute to me. And
so much doth he rely upon his powerful abilities in

the art of speaking, that he does not confine his ac-

cusations to any point of administration, in which

1 may have been concerned ; to any counsels, which
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I may have publicly sugirested : he traduces the re-

tired part of my life, he imputes my silence as a

crime. And, that no one topic may escape his of-

ficious malice, he e.xtends his accusations even to

my’ conduct, when associated with my young com-
panions in our schools of exercise. The very in-

troduction of his defence is to contain a heavy

censure of this suit. 1 have commenced the prose-

cution, he will say, not to serve the state, but to

display my zeal to Alexander, and to gratify the re-

sentment of this prince against him. And (if 1 am
truly informed) he means to ask why I now con-

demn the wliole of his administration, although I

never opposed, never impeached, any one part of it

separately ; and why, after a long course of time, in

which I scarcely ever was engaged in public busi-

nc.s8, I now return to conduct this prosecution ?

I, on my part, am by no means inclined to emu»
late that course of conduct which Demosthenes hath

pursued ; nor am I ashamed of mine own. What-

ever speeches 1 hirve made, I do not wish them un-

said ; nor, had I spoken like Demosthenes, could I

support my being. My silence, Demosthenes, hath

been occasioned by my life of temperance. I am
contented with a little : nor do I desire any acces-

sion which must be purchased by iniquity. My
silence, therefore, and my speaking, are the result

of reason, not extorted hy the demands of inordi-

nate passions. But you arc silent, when you have

received your bribe ; when you have spent it, you

exclaim. And you speak, not at such times as you

q 2
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think fittest, not your own sentiments ; but when-

ever you are ordered, and whatever is dictated by

those masters whose pay you receive. So that,

without the least sense of shame, you boldly assert

what in a moment after is proved to be absolutely

false. This impeachment for instance, which is in-

tended not to serve the state, but to display my of-

ficious zeal to Alexander, was actually commenced

while Philip was yet alive, before ever Alexander

had ascended the throne, before you bad seen the

vision about Pausanias, and before you had held

your nocturnal interviews with Minerva and Juno.

How then could I have displayed my zeal to Alex-

ander, unless we had all seen the same visions with

Demosthenes ?

You object to me that I speak in public assem-

blies, not regularly, but after intervals of retirement.

And yon imagine it a secret that this objection is

founded on a maxim, not of democratical, but of a

different form of government. For in oligarchies

it is not any man who pleases, but the man of most

power, that appears as prosecutor : in democracies,

every man that pleases, and when he pleases. To
speak only on particular occasions is a proof that a

man engages in public affairs, as such occasions,

and as the interests of the public, require : to speak

from day to day shews, that he makes a trade, and

labours for the profit, of such an occupation. As

to the objection that you have never yet been pro-

secuted by me, never brought to justice for your

offences ; when you fly for refuge to such evasions.
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surely you must suppose that this audience hath

lost all memory, or j'ou must have contrived to de-

ceive yourself. Your impious conduct with re-

spect to the Amphissajans, your corrupt practices in

the ’affairs of Euboea ; — some time hath now elapsed

since I publicly convicted you of these, and there-

fore you may perhaps flatter yourself that it is for-

gotten. But what time can possibly erase from our

memory, that, when you had introduced a resolu-

tion for the equipment of three hundred ships of

war, when you had prevailed on the city to intrust

you with the direction of this armament, I evi-

dently proved your fraud, in depriving us of sixty-

five ships of this number ; by which the state lost a

greater naval force than that which gained the vic-

tory of Naxos over the Lacedemonians and their ge-

neral Pollis? Yet so effectual were your artful re-

criminations to secure you against justice, that the

danger fell, not on you, the true delinquent, but on

the prosecutors. To this purpose served your per-

petual clamours against Alexander and Philip ; for

this you inveighed ag-ainst men who embarrassed

the affairs of gov'ernmenl :—you, who on every fair

occasion have defeated our present interests, and,

for the future, amused us with promises. In that

my last attempt to bring an impeachment against

you, did you not recur to the contrivance of seizing

Anaxilus, the citizen of Orcum, the man who was

engaged in some commercial transactions with

Olympias ? Did not your own hand inflict the tor-

ture upon him, and your own decree condemn him

to sbffcr death ? And this was he, under whose
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roof you had been received ; at whose table you ale

and drank, and poured out your libations ;
whose

right hand you clasped in yours ; and whom you

pronounced your friend and host. Tins very man
you slew ; and when all these points were fully

proved by me, in presence of the whole city ; when

1 called you murderer of your host,—you never at-

tempted to deny your impiety : no
;
you made an

answer that raised a shout of indignation from the

people and all the strangers in the assembly. You
said that you esteemed* the salt of Athens more than

the tables of foreigners.

1 pass over the counterfeited letters, the seizing

of spies, the tortures for fictitious crimes, all to load

me with the odium of uniting with a faction, to in-

troduce innovations in the state. Yet still he means

to ask me, as I am informed, what would be thought

of that physician, who, while the patient laboured

under his disorder, never should propose the least

advice ; but when he had expired, should attend his

funeral, and there enlarge upon those methods,

which, if pursued, would have restored his health.

But you do not ask yourself what must be thought

of such a minister as could amuse his countrymen

* You esteemed, &c. The expressions [salt] and [tables] were

symbols of friendship, familiarity, and affection. So that this

<lecIaration imported no more, than that any connexions he had

formed abroad were not to interfere with his duty and attach-

ment to the state: a declaration which might well be justified*

But his hearers either suspected his sincerity, or were violently

transported by that habitual horror which they entertained of

every violation of the rights of hospitality#
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with flattery, while he betrayed their interest at suck

junctures as might have been improved to their se-

curity ; while his clamours prevented their true

friends from speaking in their cause ; who should

bal^ely lly from danger, involve the state in calami-

ties the most desperate, yet demand the honour of a

crown for his merit, though author of no one public

service, but the cause of all our misfortunes
;
vrho

should insult those men, whom his malicious prose-

cutions silenced in those times when we might have

been preserved, by asking why they did not oppose

his misconduct. If this still remains to be answered,

they may observe, that, at the time of the fatal

battle, we had no leisure for considering the punish-

ment due to your offences : we were entirely en-

g“aged in negociations, to avert the ruin of the state.

13ut after this, when you, not contented with esca-

ping from justice, dared to demand honours ; when

you attempted to render your country ridiculous to

Greece ; then did 1 arise, and commence this pro-

secution.

But, O ye gods ! how can I restrain my indig-

nation at one thing, which Demosthenes means to

urge, (as I have been told,) and which I shall here

explain ? He compares me to the Sirens, whose

purpose is not to delight their hearers, but to de-

stroy them. Even so, if we are to believe him, my

abilities in speaking, whether acquired by exercise,

or given by nature, all tend to the detriment of

those who gi’ant me their attention. I am bold to

say, that no man hath a right to urge an allegation
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of this nature against me ; for it is shameful in an

accuser not to be able to establish his assertions with

full proof. But, if such must be urged, surely it

should not come from Demosthenes ; it should be

the observation of some military man, who had done

important services, but was unskilled in speech

;

who repined at the abilities of his antagonist, con-

scious that he could not display his own actions,

and sensible that his accuser had the art of persua-

ding his audience to impute such actions to him as he

never had committed. But when a man composed

entirely of words, and these the bitterest and most

pompously laboured; when he recurs to simplicity, to

artless facts, who can endure it? He who is but an

instrument, takeaway his tongue, and he is nothing.

I am utterly at a loss to conceive, and would

gladly be informed, Athenians, upon what grounds

you can possibly give sentence for the defendant.

Can it be because this decree is not illeg“al ? No
])ublic act was ever more repugnant to the laws.

Or because the author of this decree is not a proper

object of public justice ? All your examinations

of men’s conduct are no more, if this man be suf-

fered to escape. And is not this lamentable, that

formerly your stage was fdled with crowns of gold,

conferred by the Greeks upon the people, (as the

season of our public entertainments was assigned

for the honours granted by foreigners ;) but now,

by the ministerial conduct of Demosthenes, you

should lose all crowns, all public honours, when

he enjoys them in full pomp ? Should any of these
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tragic poets, whose works are to succeed our public

proclamations^ represent Thersites crowned by the

Greeks, no man could endure it, because Homer
marks him as a coward and a sycophant ; and can

you imagine that you yourselves will not be the de-

rision of all Greece, if this man be permitted to

receive his crown ? In former limes, your fathers

ascribed every thing glorious and illustrious in the

public fortune, to the people ; transferred the blame

of every thing mean and dishonourable to bad mi-

nisters. But, now, Ctesiphon would persuade you

to divest Demosthenes of his ignominy, and to cast

it on the state. You acknowledge that you are fa-

voured by Fortune; and justly, for you are so fa-

voured
;
and will you now declare by your sentence

that Fortune hath abandoned you ; that Demosthe-

nes hath been your only benefactor ? Will you pro-

ceed to the last absurdity, and, in the very same

tribunals, condemn those to infamy, whom you have

detected in corruption ; and yet confer a crown on

him whose whole administration, you are sensible,

hath been one series of corruption ? In our public

spectacles, the judges of our common dancers are at

once fined, if they decide unjustly ; and will you, who

arc appointed judges, not of dancing, but of the laws,

and of public virtue, confer honours not agreeably to

the laws, not on a few, and those most eminent in

merit, but on any man who can establish his influ-

ence by intrigue ? A judge who can descend to this

leaves the tribunal, after having reduced himself to

a state of weakness, and strengthened the power ofan

orator. For, in a dcmoa:atical state, every tuan hath
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a sort of kingly power founded on the laws, and on

our public acts
;
but when he resigns these into the

hands of another, he himself subverts his own sove-

reignty. And then the consciousness of that oath,

by which liis sentence was to have been directed,

pursues him with remorse. In the violation of that

oath, consists his great guilt ; while the obligation

he confers is a secret to the favoured party, as his

sentence is given by private ballot.

It appears to me, Athenians, that our imprudent

measures have been attended with some degree of

lucky fortune, as well as no small danger to the state.

For that you, the majority, have in these times, re-

signed the whole strength of your free government

into the hands of a few, I by no means approve.

But that we have not been overwhelmed by a tor-

rent of hold and wicked speakers, is a proof of our

good fortune. In former times the state produced

such spirits, as found it easy to subvert the govern-

ment, while they amused their fellow-citizens with

flattery. And thus was the constitution destroyed,

not by the nien we most feared, but by those in

whom we most confided. Some of them united pub-

licly with the Thirty, and put to death more than

fifteen hundred of our citizens, without trial; with-

out suffering them to know the crimes for which they

were thus condemned ; without admitting their rela-

tions to pay the common rites of interment to their

bodies. Will you not then keep your ministers un-

der your own power ? Shall not the men, now so

extravagantly elated, be sent away duly humbled ?
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And can it be forg-otten, that no man ever hath at-

tempted to destroy our constitution, until he had
first made himself superior to our- tribunals ?

' And here, in your presence, would I gladly enter

into a discussion with the author of this decree, as

to the nature of those services, for which he desires

that Demosthenes should be crowned. If you al-

lege, agreeably to the first clause of the decree, that

he hath surrounded our walls with an excellent in-

trenchment
;

1 must declare my surprise. Surely

the guilt of having rendered such a work necessary,

far outweighs the merits of its execution. It is not

he who hath strengthened our fortifications, who
hath digged our intrenchments, who hath disturbed

the tombs of our ancestors*, that should demand the

honours of a patriot minister, but he who hath

procured some intrinsic services to the state. If

you have recourse to the second clause where you

presume to say that he is a good man, and hath

ever persevered in speaking and acting for the inter-

est of the people, strip your decree of its vain-glo-

* The tombs of our ancestors^ See, To understand this, it must

be observed that Tliemistocles, who built these wails, of which

Demosthenes was charged with the repair, had ordered that

the materials should be instantly collected from all places with-

out distinction, public or private, profane or sacred. Quo fac-

tum cst, saith Cornelius Nepos, ut Athenknsium muri tx sactllis

SEPULCHRiSQUE constarcTit. Thus the speaker hatl a fair

opportunity not only for detracting from the merit of his rival,

but for converting it into an heinous crime : no less than that

of violating those tombs of their ancestors, which had made part

of their fortitications.
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rious pomp
;
adhere to facts ; and prove what you

have asserted. I shall not press you with the in-

stances of his corruption, in the affairs of Amphissa

and Eubcea. But, if you attempt to transfer the

merit of the Theban alliance to Demosthenes, you

but impose on the men who are strangers to affairs,

and insult those who are acquainted with them,

and see through your falsehood. By suppressing-

all mention of the urgent juncture, of the illustrious

reputation of these our fellow-citizens, the real

causes of this alliance, you fancy that you have ef-

fectually concaled your fraud, in ascribing a merit

to Demosthenes, which really belongs to the state.

And now I shall endeavour to explain the greatness

of this arrogance, by one striking example. The
king of Persia, not long before the descent of Alex-

ander into Asia, dispatched a letter to the state,

expressed in all the insolence of a barbarian. His

shocking and unmannered license appeared in every

part; but in the conclusion, particularly, he ex-

pressed himself directly, thus ;
“ 1 will not grant

“ you gold : trouble me not with your demands

;

" they shall not be gratified.” And yet this man,

when he found himself involved in all his present

difficulties, without any demand from Athens, but

freely, and of himself, sent thirty talents to the state,

which were most judiciously rejected. It was the

juncture of affairs, and his terrors, and his pressing

want of an alliance, which brought this sum ; the

very causes which effected the alliance of Thebes.

You are ever sounding in our ears the name of

Thebes, you are ever teasing us with the repetition
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of that unfortunate alliance; but not one word is

ever suffered to escape, of those seventy talents of

Persian gold, which you diverted from the public

service into your own coffers. Was it not from the

Want of money, from the want of only five talents,

that the foreign troops refused to give up the citadel

to the Thebans ? Was it not from the want of nine

talents of silver, that, when the Arcadians were

drawn out, and all the leaders prepared to march,

the whole expedition was defeated ? But you are in

the midst of affluence, you have treasures to satisfy

your sensuality, -and to crown all while he

enjoys the royal wealth, the dangers all devolve

on you.

The absurdity of these men well deserves to be

considered. Should Ctesiphon presume to call

upon Demosthenes to speak before you, and should

he rise and lavish his praises upon himself, to hear

him would be still more painful than all you have

suffered by his conduct. Men of real merit, men

of whose numerous and glorious services we are

clearly sensible, are not yet endured when they

speak their own praises. But when a man, the

scandal of his country, sounds his own encomium,

who can hear such arrogance with any temper?

No, Ctesiphon, if you have sense, avoid so shame-

less a procedure ;
make your defence in person.

You cannot recur to the pretence of any inability

for speaking. It would be absurd, that you, who

suffered yourself to be chosen ambassador to Cle-

opatra, Philip’s daughter, in order to present our



238 ORATION OF AiSCHINF.S [Orat. XVIII.

condolements on the death of Alexander, king^ of

the Molossi, should now plead such an inability.

If you are capable of consoling a woman of aii-

other country, in the midst of her grief, can you de-

cline the defence of a decree for which you are well

paid? Or is he to whom you grant this crown,

such a man as must be totally unknown, even to

those on whom he hath conferred his services, un-

less you have an advocate to assist you ? Ask the

judges, whether they know Chabrias, and Iphi-

crates, and Timotheus. Ask for what reason they

made them presents, and raised them statues. With

one voice they will instantly reply, that to Chabrias

they granted these honours, on account of the sea-

fight at Naxos ;
to Iphicrates, because he cut olf

the detachment of Lacedemonians ; to Timotheus,

on account of his expedition to Corcyra ; and to

others, as the reward of those many and glorious

services which each performed in war. Ask them

again, why they refuse the like honours to Demo-

sthenes ; they will answer, because he is a corrupted

hireling, a coward and a deserter. Crown him !

would this be to confer an honour on Demosthenes ?

Would it not rather be to disgrace yourselves, and

those brave men who fell in battle for their coun-

try ? Imagine that you see these here, roused to in-

dignation, at the thoughts of granting him a crown.

Hard, indeed, would be the case, if we remove*

^ 1/ we remove^ &c. Draco the lawgiver had enacted this law

for exterminating even such inanimate beings as had occasioned

the death of a citizen, in order, (as it seems,) to inspire a peculiar

horror of homicide [the crime most to be guarded against among
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speechless and senseless beings from our borders,

such as blocks and stones, when by accident they

have crushed a citizen to death ; if, in the case of

self-murder, we bury the hand that committed the

dded separate from the rest of the body ; and yet that

we should confer honours on Demosthenes, on him

who was the author of the late expedition, the

man who betrayed our citizens to destruction. This

would be to insult the dead, and to damp the ar-

dour of the living, when they see that the prize

of all their virtue is death, and that their memory
must perish.

But to urge the point of greatest moment : should

any of your sons demand by what examples they

arc to form their lives, how would you reply ? For

you well know that it is not only by bodily exorcises,

by seminaries of learning, or by instructions in

music, that our youth is trained, but much more

effectually by public examples. Is it proclaimed in

the theatre that a man is honoured with a crown,

for his virtue, his magnanimity, and his patriotism,

who yet proves to be abandoned and profligate in

his life ? The youth who sees this is corrupted.

Is public justice inflicted on a man of base and

scandalous vices like Ctesiphon ? This affords excel-

lent instruction to others. Doth the judge who
has given a sentence repugnant to honour and to

a people not yet completely civilized.] And it may be proper to

observe, that Solon who abolished the laws of Draco as too se-

vere, meddled not with those which related to homicide, but

left 'them in full force. Tourkbil,
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justice, return home and instruct his son ? That

son is well warranted to reject his instruction.

Advice in such a case may well bo called imperti-

nence. Not then as judges only, but as guardians

of the stale, give your voices in sucli a manner, that

you may approve your conduct to those absent ci-

tizens who may inquire what hath been the de-

cision. You are not to be informed, Athenians,

that the reputation of our country must be such as

theirs who receive its honours. And surely it must

be scandalous to stand in the same point of view,

not with our ancestors, but with the unmanly base-

ness of Demosthenes.

How then may such infamy be avoided ? By

guarding against those, who affect the language of

patriotism and public spirit, but whose real cha-

racters are traitorous. Loyalty and the love of li-

berty, are words that lie ready for every man. And
they are more prompt to seize them, whose actions

are the most repugnant to such principles. When-
ever, therefore, you have found a man solicitous for

foreign crowns, and proclamations of honours,

granted by the Greeks, oblige him to have recourse

to that conduct which the law prescribes ;
to found

his pretensions and proclamations on the true

basis, the integrity of his life, and the exact re-

gulation of his manners. Should he not produce

this evidence of his merit, refuse your sanction to his

honours ; support the freedom of your constitution,

which is now falling from you. Can you reflect

without indignation, that our senate and our
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assembly are neglected with contempt, while let-

ters and disputations are sent to private houses,

not from inferior personag'es, but from the highest

potentates in Asia and in Europe, and for purposes

declared capital by the laws ? That there are men
who are at no pains to conceal their part in such

transactions
;
who avow it in the presence of the peo-

ple; who openly compare the letters
;
some of whom

direct you to turn your eyes on them, as the guar-

dians of their constitution ; others demand public

honours as the saviours of their country ? While
the people reduced by a scries of dispiriting events,

as it were to a stage of dotage, or struck with in-

fatuation, regard only the name of freedom, but re-

sign all real power into the hands of others. So that

you retire from the assembly, not as from a public

deliberation, but as from an entertainment, where

each man hath paid his club, and received his share.

That this is a serious truth, let me offer some-

thing to convince you. There was a man (it grieves

me to dwell so often on the misfortunes of the state)

of a private .station, who, for the bare attempt of

making a voyage to Samos, was, as a traitor to his

country, put instantly to death by the council of

Areopagus. Another private man, whose timid

spirit, unable to support the general consternation,

had driven him to Rhodes, was not long since im-

peached, and escaped only by the equality of voices :

had but one vole more been given for his condem-

nation, banishment or death must have been his

fate. To these let us oppose the case now before

TOL. II. R
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US. A popular orator, the cause of all our calami-

ties, is found guilty of desertion in the field. This

man claims a crown, and asserts his right to the

honour of a proclamation And shall not this

wretch, the common pest of Greece, be driven from

our borders? or shall we not seize and drag to

execution this public plunderer, whose harangues

enable him to steer his piratical course through our

government? Think on this critical season, in which

you are to give your voices. In a few days, the

Pythian games are to be celebrated, and the con-

vention of Grecian states to be collected. There

shall our state be severely censured, on account of

the late measures of Demosthenes. Should you

crown him, you must be deemed accessaries to those

who violated the general peace. If, on the con-

trary, you reject the demand, you will clear the state

from all impuUition. Weigh this cause maturely,

as the interest not of a foreign state, but of your

own : and do not lavish your honours inconside-

rately : confer them with a scrupulous delicacy

;

and let them be the distinctions of exalted worth

and merit. Nor be contented to hear, but look

round you, where your own interest is so intimately

concerned, and see who are the men that support

Demosthenes. Are they his former companions in

the chase, his associates in the manly exercises of his

youth ? No, by the Olympian God ; he never was

employed in rousing the wild boar, or in any such

exercises as render the body vigorous : he was solely

engaged in the sordid arts of fraud and circum-

vention.
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And,, let not his arrog-ance escape your attention

when he tells yon, that, by his embassy, he wrested

Byzantium from the hands of Philip
; that his elo-

quence prevailed on the Acarnanians to revolt ; his

elo'queiice transported the souls of the Thebans. He
thinks that you are sunk to such a degree of weak-

ness, that he may prevail on you to believe that you

harbour the very genius of persuasion in your city,

and not a vile sycophant. And, when at the con-

clusion of liis defence, he calls up his accomplices

in corruption as his advocates, then imagine that

you see the great benefactors of your country, in this

place from whence I speak, arrayed against the vil-

lainy of those men ; Solon, the man who adorned

our free constitution with the noblest laws, the

philosopher, the renowned legislator, entreating you,

with that decent gravity which distinguished his

character, by no means to pay a greater regard to

the speeches of Demosthenes than to your oaths

and laws : Aristides, who was suffered to prescribe

to the Greeks their several subsidies, whose daugh-

ters received their portions from the people at his

decease ; roused to indignation at this insult on

public justice, and asking whether you are not

Qshamed that, when your fathers banished Arth-

mius* the Zelian, who-tirought in gold from Persia;

when they were scarcely restrained from killing a

man connected with the people in the most sacred

ties, and, by public proclamation, forbade him to

appear in Athens, or in any part of the Athenian

Anthmius, &c. See note*, p. 190, vol. i. on Philipp. III.

r2
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territory,—yet you are going to crown Demosthenes

with a golden crown, who did not bring in gold

from Persia, but received bribes Inmself, and still

possesses tiicm. And can yon imagine but that

Themistocles, and those who fell at Marathon, and

those who died at Platsea, and the very sepulchres

of our ancestors, must groan, if you confer a crown

on this man, who confessedly united with the bar-

barians against the Greeks ?

And, now, bear witness for me, thou Earth,

thou Sun, O Virtue and Intelligence, and thou, O
Erudition, which teacheth us the Just distinction

between vice and goodness, I have stood up, I have

spoken in the cause ofjustice. If I have supported

my prosecution with a dignity befitting its impor-

tance, I have spoken as my wishes dictated ; if too

deficiently,—as my abilities admitted. Let what

hath now been offered, and what your own thoughts

must supply, be duly weighed, and pronounce such

a sentence ns justice and the interests of the state

demand.

END OF THE ORATION OF AKSCUINES AGAINST CTESIPHON.
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In the first place, ye lueii of Athens, I make iny

prayer to all the powers of heaven, that such affec-

tion as 1 have ever invariably discovered to this state

and all its citizens, you may now entertain for me,

upon this present trial. And, (what concerns you

nearly, what essentially concerns your religion and

your honour,)—that the gods may so dispose your

minds, as to admit me to proceed in my defence, not

as directed by my adversary, (that would be severe

indeed !)
but by the laws, and by your oath ; in

which, to all the other equitable clauses, we find

this expressly added—each party shall have
EQUAL AUDIENCE. This imports not merely, that

you shall not prejudge, not merely that the same

impartiality shall be shewn to both ; but still far-

ther, that the contending parties shall each be left
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at full liberty to arrange’, and to conduct liis plead-

ing, as his choice or judgment may determine.

In many instances hath i^lschines the entire

advantage in this cause. Two there arc of more

especial moment. First, as to our interests in the

contest, yre are on terms utterly unequal ;
for they

are by no means points of equal import, for me to

be deprived of your affections, and for him to be

defeated in his pro.secution. As to me—but, when

1 am entering on my defence, let me suppress

every thing ominous, sensible as 1 must be of this,

the advantage of my adversary.— In the ne.xt place,

such is the natural disposition of mankind, that in-

vective and accusation are heard with pleasure,

while they who speak their own praises are re-

ceived with impatience. His, then, is the part

which commands a favourable acceptance ; that

* To arrange^ <i*c. Tliis is a liberty Ujo orator hath aceorfliiigly

assumed, and most artfully and happily. Under the pretence

of guarding again.‘>t ail j)repos.sej>sions, he first enters into a full

detail of public affairs, and svAs his own services in the fairest

point of view. Having thus gained the hearts of his hearers,

then he ventures on the points of Jaw relative to his accounts,

A:c. And these he soon dismisses, with an aflected contempt

of his adversary, and a perfect confidence in the merits of his

own cause. Then come his objections to the character of the

prosecutor, which naturally led him round again to the history

of his own administration, the point on which he chiefly relied

;

and where he had the finest occasions of displaying his own

merits, and of loading itschines and his adherents with the

heaviest imputations, as traitors to the state, and malicious

enemies to those who were distinguished by their zeal in sup-

port of their rights and dignify.
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which must prove on'ensive to every single hearer is

reserved for me. If, to guard against tins disad-

vantage, I should decline all mention of my own
actions, 1 know not by vvhat means I could refute

the charge, or establish my pretensions to this ho-

nour. If, on the other hand, I enter into a detail

of my whole conduct, private and political, I must

be obliged to speak perpetually of myself. Here,

then, 1 shall endeavour to preserve all possible mo-

deration ; and, what the circumstances of the case

necessarily extort from me must, injustice, be im-

puted to him who first moved a prosecution so ex-

traordinary.

I presume, ye judges, ye will all acknowledge,

that in this cause Ctesiphon and I are equally con-

cerned ; that it calls for my attention no less than

his. For, in every case, it is grievous and severe to

be deprived of our advantages ; and especially when

they are wrested from us by an enemy. But to be

deprived of your favour and affections, is a misfor-

tune the most severe, as these are advantages the

most important. And if such he the object of the

present contest, I hope, and it is my general request

to this tribunal, that, while I endeavour to defend

myself fairly and equitably, aguinst this charge, ye

will hear me as the laws direct, those laws, which

their first author, Solon, the man so tender of our

interests, so true a friend to liberty, secured not by

enacting only, but by the additional provision of

that oath imposed on you, ye judges, not as I con-

ecivc, from any suspicion of your integrity, but
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from a clear conviction, that, as the prosecutor, who
is 6rst to speak, hath the advantage of loading

his adversary with invectives and calumnies, the

defendant could not possibly prevail against them,

unless each of you, who arc to pronounce sentence,

should, with a reverend attention to that duty which

you owe lo heaven, favourably admit tlie just de-

fence of him who is to answer, vouchsafe an im-

partial and equal audience to both parties, and thus

form your decision, on all that hath been urged by

both.

As I am, on tliis day, to enter into an exact de-

tail of all my conduct, both in private life, and in

my public administration, here permit me to repeat

those supplications to the gods with which 1 first

began, and, in your presence, to offer up my
prayers, first, that I may be received by you, on

this occasion, with the same affection which 1 have

ever felt for this state and all its citizens ; and, in the

next place, that heaven may direct your minds to

that determination Avhich shall prove most condu-

cive to the general honour of all, and most exactly

consonant to the religious engagements of each in-

dividual.

Had .Machines confined his accusation to those

points only on which he founded his impeachment,

I too should have readily proceeded to support the

legality of the decree. But, as he hath been no less

copious upon other subjects, as he hath pressed me

with various allegations, most of them the grossest
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falsehoods, 1 deem it necessary, and it is but just,

that I first speak a few words of these, (hat none of

you may be influenced by matters foreign to the

cause, and no prepossessions conceived against me
when I come to the chief point of iny defence.

As to all that scandalous abuse which he hath

vented against my private character, mark, on what

a plain and equitable issue 1 rest the whole. If

you know me to be such a man as he alleges, (for

I am no stranger, my life hath been spent among

you,) snlTer me not to speak, no, though my public

administration may have had the most transcendent

merit; rise up at once, and pronounce rny condem-

nation. But if you have ever esteemed, if you

have known me to be much superior to him, of a

family more reputable ; inferior to no citizen of

common rank, either in character or birth, (to say

more might seem arrogant and oflensive,) then let

him be denied all confidence in other matters ; for

here is a plain proof that he hath equally been false

in all ; and let me be now favoured with the same

regard which I have experienced on many former

trials.—Yes, TEschines ! depraved as is your heart,

your understanding here appears equally depraved!

To imagine that I could be diverted from the ac-

count of all my political transactions, by turning

aside to these your personal scurrilities : I shall not

proceed thus : 1 am not so infatuated ; no, I shall

first examine all that falsehood and virulence with

Avbich you have loaded my administration ; and then

proceed to those calumnies with which he hath so
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licentiously abused iny private cliaracter, if this

audience can endure the odious detail.

* To proceed then to the articles on which I am
accused. These are many and grievous ; some of

that kind, ag-ainst which the laws denounce severe,

nay the utmost, punishments. But the whole scheme

of this prosecution discovers all the rancour of en-

mity, all the extravag-ance, and virulence, and in-

solence of malice; which, 1 call. the gods to witness,

is neither right, nor constitutional, nor just. True

it is, that no man should be denied the privilege

of appearing and speaking before the people; but

this privilege never should be perverted to the pur-

poses of animosity and envy. Yet thus hath he

abused it. For, had he really been witness of iny

crimes against the slate, and of crimes so heinous,

as he hath now set forth with such theatrical solem-

nity, he might have resorted to the legal punish-

ments, while the facts were recent ;
had he seen me

acting so as to merit an impeachment, he might

have impeached ; had I proposed illegal decrees, he

might in due form have accused n)e of illegal de-

crees; or whatever other crimes his malice hath

now falsely urged against me, whatever other in-

stances of guilt he had discovered in my conduct

;

there are laws against them all, there are punish-

ments, there are legal forms of procedure, which

might have condemned me to the severest penalties.

‘ In tlic common editions of the original, this whole passage

is embarrassed and confused. The translator hatli followed the

arrangement of Dr. Taylor.
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Here was his resource. And, did it appear, that he

had proceeded thus, that he Imd thus embraced the

legal advantages against me, then had he been con-

sistent in the present prosecution. But now, as he

hath deviated from the regular and equitable mc-
thod

; as he hath declined all attempts to convict

me, while the facts were recent; and, after so long

an interval, hath collected such a heap of calumny,

of ribaldry, and scandal
;

it is evident he but acts a

part; while I am the person really accused, he af-

fects the form of proceeding only against this man :

while, on the very face of the prosecution, there ap-

pears a malicious design against me, he dares not

point his malice at the real object, but labours to

destroy the reputation of another. So that, to all

the other arguments obvious to be urged, with all

the force of truth, in defence of Ctesiphon, I might

fairly add one more : That, whatever be our parti-

cular quarrels, justice requires that they should be

discussed between ourselves ; that we ourselves, I

say, should support the contest, and not seek for

some innocent victim to sacrifice to our animosities.

This is the severest injustice. No ! he cannot pur-

sue Ctesiphon on my account ; and that he Jiath not

directed his impeachment against me, can proceed

but from a consciousness that such impeachment

could not be supported.

Here then I may rest my cause ;
as it is natural

to conclude from what hath now been offered, that

all the several articles of his accusation must be
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equally unjust, and equally devoid of truth. But

it is my purpose to examine them distinctly, one

by one; and especially his injurious falsehoods re-

lative to the Peace and Embassv, where he would

transfer the guilt of those actions upon me, which

he himself committed, in conjunction with Philo-

crates. And here, my fellow-citizens, it is neces-

sary, nor is it foreign to the purpose, to recall to

your remembrance the state of our alTairs in those

times
;
that, together with each conjuncture, ye may

have a clear view of each particular transaction.

At that period, then, when the Phocian war broke

out, (not by mj' means, for I had no share in public

business at that time,) such were, in the first place,

the dispositions of this state, that we wished the

safety of the Phocians, although we saw the in-

justice of their conduct ; and what calamity soever

the Thebans might have suffered would have given

us pleasure, as we were incensed, and not without

reason and justice, against this people ; indeed they

had not used their success at Leuctra with mode-

ration. Then Peloponnesus was all divided : those

who bated the Lacedemonians were not strong

enough to destroy them ; nor could the governors,

appointed by Lacedemon, maintain their authority

in the several cities : but they, and all, were every

where involved in desperate contention and disorder.

Philip, perceiving this, (for it was no secret,) and

lavishing his gold on the traitors in the several

states, aided the confusion, and inflamed them still
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more violently against each other. Thus did he

contrive to make the faults and errors of other men
subservient to his own interests, so as to rise to that

height of power which threatened all Greece. And
now, when men began to sink under the calamity

of a long-protracted war ; when the then insolent,

but now unhappy Thebans, were on the point of

being compelled, in the face of Greece, to fly to you

for protection ; Philip, to prevent this, to keep the

states from uniting, promised a peace to you; to

them a reinforcement. What was it, then, which

so far conspired with his designs, that you fell into

the snare by an error almost voluntary ? The cow-

ardice shall 1 call it ? Or the ignorance of the other

Greeks ? Or rather a combination of both Who,
while you were maintaining a tedious and incessant

war, and this in the common cause, (as was evident

in fact,) never once provided for your support, either

by money, or by troops, or by any assistance what-

ever. This conduct you received with a just and a

becoming' re.sentment, and readily listened to the

overtures of Philip. Hence were yon prevailed on

to grant the peace, not by any promises of mine, as

he hath falsely asserted. And it must appear, upon

a fair examination, that the iniquity and corruption

of these men, in the course of that treaty, have been

the real cause of all our present difficulties. But

i shall now proceed to a faithful and exact detail of

this whole transaction ;
conscious, that, if any in-

stances of guilt ever so heinous should appear in it,

not one can be fairly charged on me.
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The first who * ever moved or mentioned a peace

was Aristodemus I he player. The man who se-

conded his instances, and proposed the decree, and

who, with him, had hired out his services on this

occasion, was Philocrates, your accomplice. Ma-
chines, not 7/u‘ne ; no ! though you roar out your

falsehoods till you bui'st.—They who united with

them in support of this measure, (from what mo-

tives I shall not now inquire,) were Eubulus and

Cephisophon. I had no part in it at all. And
though this be really the fact, though it be proved

by the evidence of truth itself, yet so abandoned is

he to all sense of shame, as to dare not only to assert

that I was the author of this peace, but that I pre-

vented the state from concluding it in conjunction

with the general assenjbly of the Greeks O
thou—by what name can I properly call thee ?

When thou wert present, when thou sawest me de-

priving the state of an interest so important, a con-

junction of such moment, as thou now describest

with so much pomp, didst thou express thy indig-

nation ? Didst thou rise up, to explain, to enforce,

that guilt of which thou now accusest me ? And,

had Philip purchased this my important service of

preventing the union of the Greeks, surely it was

not thy part to be silent, but to cry aloud, to testify,

to inform these thy fellow-citizens. But this was

never done : thy voice was never once heard on this

* TheJirst who, &c. The particulars of this whole negotia-

tion are related at large in the third book of the History of the

Life of Philip.
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Avul^ in fact, no cnnhassy was at that

time sent to any of I lie Grecian states
; they had all

discovered their sentiments lon:^ before:—such is the

absurdity of his assertions. And, ^vhat is still worse,

thc’se his falsehoods are principally directed aj^ainst

the honour of our state. For, if you called on the

other Greeks to take up arms, and at the same time

sent out your ministers to Pliilip to treat for peace,

this was the act of an Eurybatus, not the part of

tliis cily, not the procedure of honest men.* But

this is not the fact : no ! For what purpose could

yc have sent to them at that ])eriod ? For a peace?

They were all at peace. Fora war? We were then

actually deliberating' about the treaty. Upon the

whole, therefore, it doth not appear that 1 was at all

the agent, or at all the author, of this first peace :

nor can he produce the least reasonable evidence to

support those other falsehoods he hath urged against

me.

Again, from the time when this state liad agreed

(o peace, examine fairly, what course of conduct

each of us adopted. Thus you will clearly .see

who was I^hilip\s agent upon every occasion ; who
acted for you, and sought the real interest of his

country.

I, on my part, proposed a decree in the senate,

that our ambassadors should embark, with all ex-

pedition, for such place as they were informed was

the present residence of Philip, and receive his oaths

of ratification. But they, even after iny decree had

VOL. If. s
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passed, declined lo pay tlie due obedience.—And

here, Athenians ! 1 must explain the import and

moment of this my decree. It was the interest

of Philip, that the interval between our acceding’

and his swearing* to tlie treaty should be as long,

yours, that it should be as short, as possible. And
why? You had abandoned all warlike preparations,

not only from the day when you had sworn to the

peace, but from the moment you had first con-

ceived an expectation of it : he, on the contrary,

redoubled his attention to all military alfairs,

through the whole intervening period ; concluding,

(and it proved a just conclusion,) that whatever

places he could wrest from us, previously to his

oaths of ratification, he might retain them all se-

curely, and that no one could think of rescinding

the treaty upon that account. This I foresaw ;
I

weighed it maturely, and hence proposed this de-

cree, that they should repair lo Pliilip, and receive

his oaths, with all expedition ; that st) he should be

obliged to ratify the treaty, while the Thracians,

your allies, yet kept possession of those places, the

object of this man’s ridicule, Serrium, Myrtium,

and Ergyske ; not that Philip, by seizing such of

them as were most convenient to his purposes,

should become master of all Thrace ; not that he

should acquire vast treasures ; not that he should

gain large reinforcements, and thus execute all his

future schemes with ease. Here is a decree

which ^Eschines hath never mentioned, never

quoted. But, because I moved in the senate, that

the ambassadors of Macedon should be introduced,
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lie inveighs against me as highly criminal. What
should I have done ? Was I to rnovc^ that they

should not be introduced? The men who came
purposely to treat witli us ! Was I to forbid, that

any seats should be appointed for them in the

theatre ? Why, they might have purchased seats at

the common trifling price ! Was I to shew my con-

cern for Athens by such minute savings, while, like

him and his accomplices, I sold our capital interests

to Philip ? No —Take my decree, which he,

though well acquainted with it, hath passed over in

silence.—Read

!

The Decree.

In the archonship of Mnesiphilus, on the nine-

“ tcenth day of the month Ecatombieon, the Pan-

dionian tribe presiding,—Demosthenes, son of

“ Demosthenes, of the Pacanian tribe, proposed the

following decree :

“ Whei•ea.s Philip, by his ambassadors sent to

“ Athens to confer about a peace, hath agreed and
“ concluded on the terms : it is resolved by the

" senate and people of Athens, in order to the final

“ execution of this treaty, agreeably to the resolu-

“ tions and conventions of a former assembly, that

“ five ambassadors be chosen from the community

“ of Athens ; which ambassadors thus chosen shall

depart, and without delay repair to such place

" as tliey shall be informed is the place of Philip’s

“ residence, and, with all possible expedition,
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“
iinitunlly rcrcivc and fake tin* oaflis ncco.ssai y for

“ ratificalion of tiic (rea(y roncliided, as aforesaid,

“ witli the people of Athens, iiielndini;- the allies

‘‘ on each .side.
—

'Phe persons rliosen info lliis

eommi-ssion are Eubnln.s, yEschincs, Cephisophbn,
“ DemocnUcs, and Cleon.”

When, hy this decree, I had approved my at-

tachment to the state, not to the interests of Philip,

our e.xcellent ambassadors sat down in perfect indif-

ference, three whole monfhs, in IVIaeedon, altliongh,

within the .space of ten, or rather of three or four

tlay.s, they might have arrived at the Hellespont,

tendered the oatlis, and tlins .saved the towns before

he had reduced them.—Eor he would not have at-

tempted the least hostility in our presence ; or, if he

had, we might have refused his ratification, and di.s-

appointed his hopes of peace : for he could not have

enjoyed both ; a peace and his conciuests also.

Such was the first instance of Philip’s artifice in

this negotiation, and of the corruption of these

wicked men ; for which 1 then denounced, and

now and ever must denounce, perpetual war and

opposition against these enemies of Heaven.—

I

proceed to point out another, and a still more lla-

grant instance of iniquity.— When Pliilip had, in

due form, acceded -to tlie treaty, having first pos-

sessed himself of Thrace, by means of those mi-

nisters who refused obedience to my decree, he

bribed them once again not to depart from Mace-

don, until he had completed his armament against
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the Pliocians ; lest a fair report of his designs and

])rcparations slioiild prompt you to issue fortli, steer

your course to 'riiermoj))^la‘, as on a former* occa-

sion
;
and block up tlie sireigids of Eubcea vvitli

your navy, lie resolved that tl'.c news of his j)ro-

])arations, and his j)assagc through the streights,

sliould arrive together. And sncli were his appre-

hensions, sucli tlie violence of his terror, lest, when

he had gained (lie streights, before he had com-

pleted tile destruction of Phocis, yc should be in-

formed of his motions, resolve to assist this state,

and tlins defeat his grand design ; that he again

bribed this wretch, not in conjunction with the

otlier deputies, but now apart, and by himself, to

make sucli representations, and to g'ivc you such as-

surances, as elVccluully ruined ail our interc.sts.

And here, my fellow-citizens, I desire, I beseech

you to bear iii iniiui, tliroiigli the whole course of

tliis dispute, tliat, if yEschincs liad urged nothing

against me foreign to his cause, 1 loo should have

coulined myself to the great point in contest. But

as he hath recurred to every cliarge, every invective

whicli malice could suggest, it becomes necessary for

inc to make some short reply to all the several crimes

alleged against me.

What then were the declarations wliicii he made

at this juncture, and which proved so fatal to our

iuterests.'* That you ought not to be violently

* As on ajornu r, &c. See Uic Introduction to Philipjiie I.
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alarmed at Philip’s passage through the streights ;

that the event would answer to your most sanguine

wishes, it’ you but continued quiet ; that in two or

three days you should hear that he had entered

into strict friendship witli tliose who seemed the

object of his hostilities, and that he had become

their enemy, witli whom he now united. “ For it

" is not words,” said he, in all Ihc solemnity of

language, “ that form the strict band of friendship,

“ but a similarity of interests. And it is equally

“ the interest of all, of Philip, of the Phorians, and
” of Athens, to be relieved from the insolence and

“ stupidity of the Thebans.”— And what were the

immediate consequences ? 'Phe unhappy Phocians

were speedily destroyed, and their cities rased to

their foundations
:
you, who had relied on his as-

surances, and continued quiet, were shortly obliged

to leave your lands desolate, and collect your pro-

perty within these walls, while he received his gold.

And, still further, the inveterate hatred of the

Thebans and Thessalians fell, with all its weight,

on Athens, while Philip’s conduct was attended with

applause and popularity. To prove these things,

read the decree of Callisthencs, and the letter re-

ceived from Philip. They both conlirm the truth of

my assertions.—Head !

The Decree.

” In the archouship ' of Mnesiphiius, on the

“ twenty-first day of the month of Ma’inacterion.

“ in an assembly extraordinary, convened by aii-
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“ thority ot‘ tlie generals, prytanes, and senate, at the

motion of Callistlienes, it is

Resolved,

“ That no citizen of Athens be permitted, on

“ any ])rctencc whatever, to pass the niglit in the

“ country: hut that every man shall coniine him-

“ self within the city, or the precincts of the Piraeus,

“ c.xcepting only such pcEsons as may be appointed

“
to the defence of some post. That every such

“ person shall be obliged to maintain his station,

“ without presuming to absent himself, cither by

“ night or day. That whoever refuses to pay due

“ obedience to this re.solution and decree, shall in-

“ cur the penalties ordained for traitors, unless he

“ can allege some necessary cause, to be approved

“ of by the general immediately in command, the

“ treasurer, and the secretary of the senate, who

“shall have the sole. power of judging of such

“ allegations. That all clfects now in the country

“ shail be instantly removed ;
those within the

“ distance of a hundred and twenty stadia, into the

“ city or Piraeus : those at any greater distance, to

“ Eleusis, Phylc, Aphidna, Rhamnusium, and Su*

“ nium.”

Were these the hopes which induced you to

conclude the peace ? Were these the promises, with

which this hireling amused yon ?—Now read the

letter soon afterwards received from Philip.
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The Letter.

“
Philip, king’ of Maccdon, to the senate ami

“ people of Athens, health.

“ Know yc, that we have passed the streights of

“ Thcrniopylm, and reduced Phocis. We have

“ stationed our garrisons in such towns as have
“ submitted and acknowledged our authority.

“ Those which have presnined to resist our force,

“ we have taken by assault, reduced tlie inhabi-

tants to slavery, and rased their habitations to

“ the ground. Put, being informed tliat you are

“ making- dispositions for the support of these

“ people, we, Ixy these presents, recommend to you
“ to spare yourselves the pains of such an inelfec-

“ tual attempt. Your conduct must certainly ap-

" pear extremely ine(|uitable and extravagant, in

“ arming against us, with whom you have so lately

“ concluded a treaty. If you have determined

“ to shew Jio regard to your engagements, we shall

only wait for the commencement of hostilities, to

“ exert a resolution on our part, no less vigorous

'' and formidable.”

*

You bear how he announces his intention in this

letter : how explicitly be declares to his allies, “ 1

“ have taken these measures in despite of the .Vthe-

" nians, and to their eternal mortification. If ye are

“ wise then, ye Thebans and Thessalians, ye will re-

“ gard them as enemies, and submit to me with an
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“ entire confidence.” These are not his words, in-

deed : but tlius he would gladly be understood.

And by lliese means did lie acquire such an abso-

lute dominion over their alVections, that, blind and

insensilde to all con.secjuences, they sulVered him to

execute the utmost schemes of his ambition. Hence,

all the calamities which the wretched Thebans ex-

perience at thifs day. While he, who was the great

agent and coadjutor in procuring this implicit con-

lidence ; he w ho in this place uttered his false-

hoods, and deceived you by his Mattering assu-

lances ; he it is who alfccts a ^fcep concern at the

misfortunes of Thebes, who dis[)Iay3 tliem in such

pathetic terms; although he himself be the real

author both of these and the calamities of Phocis,

and of all others which the Greeks have suMcred.

Yes, /Eschines, you must be aUcctcd deeply with

these events, you must indeed fee! compassion for

the Thebans
;
you who have acquired possessions

in Boeotia, you who enjoy the fruits of their lands;

and I must surely lijoice at their misery; I who

was instantly demanded by the man who had in-

flicted it.

But I have been led insensibly to some particu-

lars, which 1 may shortly introduce with more pro-

priety. 1 now return to the proof of my assertion,

that the corruption and iniquity of these men have

been the real cause of our present dillicullies.

When Philip had contrived to deceive you so cl-

fectually, by means of those who, during their em-

bassy, had sold themselves to this prince, and never
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rcj)orlC(l one word of truth to your assemblies;

when the vvretclicd Phocians also had been be-

trayed, and their cities levelled to the ground

;

—what followed ? The miscreant Thessalians and

the stupid Thebans rcg'arded Philip as their friend,

their benefactor, their saviour ; he was every thing

with them : nor could they bear a word which

tended to oppose these sentiments. On your part,

although ye looked with a just suspicion on the

progress of afl'airs, although ye felt the utmost itj-

dignation, yet still ye adhered to the treaty : for it

was not possible to act, single as ye were. ^I'hc

other Greeks too, equally abused with you, and

equally disappointed in their hopes, were yet deter-

mined to the same pacific conduct, though Philip,

in effect, had long since made war upon them. For

when, in the circuit of his expedition, he had de-

stroyed the Illyrians, and the Triballians, and even

some Grecian states ; when a certain set of men had

seized the opportunily of a peace, issued forth from

the several cities, and, repairing to Maccdon, had

there received his bribes, (of which number j'Es-

chines was one,) then were the real objects of his

hostilities discovered, and then was the attack made

on the several states. Whether they yet perceived

this attack, or no, is another question, a question

which concerns not me : 1 was ever violent in fore-

warning, in denouncing the danger here, and in

every place to which I was deputed. But, in fact,

the states were all unsound. Those who had the

conduct and administration of affairs, hud been

gained by gold : while their private citizens and
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popular assemblies were either blind to all conse-

quences, or caught by the fatal bait of temporary
case and quiet. And such was the general infatu-

ation that each community conceived, that they

alone were to be exempted from the common cala-

inity
; nay, that tlicy could derive their own security

from the public danger. I’o this I must impute it,

that the many found their inordinate and ill-timed

indolence cxcliangcd for slavery: while their states-

men, who imagined that they were selling every

thing but themselves, found at Icngtli that they

had first sold themselves. Instead of friends and
guests (so were they styled, while they were receiv-

ing- tlieir bribes), now they were called flatterers,

enemies to Heaven, and every other odious name so

justly merited. For it is not the interest of the

traitor that is at all regarded by the man who bribes

him ; nor, when the purchased service hath been

once obtained, is the traitor ever admitted into his

future confidence. If he were, no man could be

happier than the traitor. But this is not the case,

my fellow-citizens ! Mow should it ? No ! impos-

sible ! When the votary of ambition hath once ob-

tained his object, he also becomes master of his vile

agents : and, as he knows their baseness, then, then

he detests them, he keeps them at a wary distance

;

he spurns them from him. Reflect on former events

:

their time indeed is passed : but men of sense may
always find a time to derive instruction from them.

Lasthenes was called the friend of Philip, until he

hud betrayed Olynthus
;

Timolaus, until he had

destroyed the Thebans; Eudicus and Simo, until
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(Iicy liad I'ivcii him the doiiiinioii of Thessaly; then

were they driven away with scorn, tlien were lliey

loaded vviti» every kind of wretchedness
;
and trai-

tors in disgrace were dispersed through the wliolc

nation. How was Aristratus received at Sicyon ?

Mow PerilUus at Mcgara ? Are they not in abject

infamy ? And hence it evidently appears, tliat lie

who is most vigilant in defence of his country, and

most zealous in his opposition to such men, is

really a friend to you, yEschines, and your venal,

traitorous faction, fas his conduct makes it neces-

sary to bribe you;) and that 3 our safety and your

gains depend entirely on the number of such pa-

triots, and their obstinate aversion to your counsels.

If left to yourselves, ye must have long since 'i)C-

rished.

And now, as to the transactions of those times, I

might say more ; but I have already said what I

deem more than sulHcient. ^'o him must it be im

puted, who hath disgorged all the foulness of his

own iniquity upon me, which it was necessary to

wipe away, for the sake of those who were born

since the events I speak of. To you, ye Judges,

the detail must be tedious and disgusting. Before

1 had uttered one word, you were well informed of

his prostitution. He calls it friendship and inti-

mate connexion. Thus hath he just now expressed

it.
—“ He who reproaches me with the intimacy of

“ Alexander !
” 1 reproach thee with the intimacy

of Alexander ! How couldst thou obtain it ? How
couldst thou aspire to it ? 1 could never call thee
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Vlio iVicnd ol’ Pliilip
; no, nor the iiUiinalo of Aicx-

iindt'r. I am imt so mad. Unless vve arc to call

those inenia! servants^ wlio labour for tlicir wages,

the friends and intimates of those who hire them.

]?ut, how can tliis he ? Impossible ! No ! I for-

merly called you the hireling of Philip
; I now call

you the hireling of Alexander
;
and so do all these

onr follow-citizcns. If you doubt it, ask tlicm
; or

1 shall ask then» for you. Ye citizens of Athens,

do you account yEschincs the hireling, or the inti-

mate of Alexander ? You hear their answer

I now proceed to my defence against the several

articles of his impcuchincnt, and to the particulars

of my ministerial conduct, that /Eschines (although

} on hair their ainwer, Coninionlators seem surprised at the

l)t)ldiiess and tlie success ol’this appeal. Some tell us, that the

speaker was IiiirritMl into the hazardous question by his impetu-

osity. Siomc, that his friend IVToimnder was the only person who

returned the answer he desired. Others, a;;aiii, that he pro-

nounced falsely on purpose, au<l tint the assembly intended but

to correct his pronunciation, when they echoed back the word

MiaOaJToq, hireiing ,—But the trutli is, he w as too inueli interested

in the present contest, to suil’er himself to be realh/ trans])orted

beyond the strictest bounds of prudence and caution ; lie w^as

too well snj>])orted to rely upon a single voice, if such could be

at all heard in the assembly ; and he had too much good sense

to recur to a ridiculous and childish artifice. The assembly,

to which he addressed himself, was of a (piite different kind

from one of our modern courts of law, where order and deco-

rum are maiutaiued. The auclienee were not at all concerned

to suppress the emotions raised in them by the speaker. And

Demosthenes had a large party present, who, he w^as well as-

sumed, would return the proper answer loudly.
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lie knows them well} may hear the reasons on which

I justly claim the honour of this decree, and might

claim still greater honours. Take the impeach-

ment,—Read it.

The Impeachment.

“ In the nrchonship of Chaerondas, on the si.xth

" day of the month Elaphaebolion, yEschine.s, son

“ of Atromelus, of the Cothocidian tribe, im-

“ PEACHED Ctesiphon, son of Leostlicncs, of the

" Anaphlystian tribe, before the archon, of a vio-

" LATION OF THE LAWS.

Porasmucb as he batb been author of an

ILLEGAL DECREE, importing, that a golden crown
“ should, be conferred on Demosthenc.s, son of

“ Demosthenes, of the Paeanian tribe ; and that

proclamation should be made in the theatre,

“ during the grand festival of Bacchus, and the

“ exhibition of the new tragedies, that the people
” of Athens had conferred this golden crown upon
“ the said Demosthenes, on account of his virtue,

“ and affectionate attachment to Greece in general,

" and to Athens in particular ; as also, on account

“ of that magnanimity and steady zeal in speaking

“ and acting for the interests of this state, which
" he hath ever discovered, and still discovers, upon

every occasion, to the utmost of his power.
" All which clauses are false, and repugnant to our

“ laws. As it is enacted.
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First, that no man shall enter false allegations

into our public acts.

“ Secondly, that no man, yet accountable for
“ ‘any office of trust, shall receive a crown ; where-
“ as, Demosthenes was director of the fortifications,

“ and manager of the theatrical funds.

“ Lastly, that no crown shall be proclaimed in

“ theatre tluring tiie festival, or dramatic entertain-

“ mcnls, but in the senate-house, if the crown be

“ granted by the senate ; if by the commons, in the

Pnyx, and in full assembly.

“ The penalty*, fifty talents. The agents Ce-

“ pbisophon and Cleon.”

Here, you have the several articles of the decree,

on which he founds his prosecution. And on these

very articles I mean to rest the justice of my cause.

I shall take them in the order of this impeachment,

and speak to them one by one, without any volun-

tary omission.—As to the clause of “ that steady

The penalty, ^c. The damages, if we may so call them,

were laid at such a vast sum as Ctesiphon, if condemned, could

by no means discharge ; in which case he must have been ba-

nished, or branded with infamy: and Deniostlieiics must pro-

bably have shared the same fate; against whom, no doubt,

iTschiiies would have immediately commenced a second prose-

cution, with the fairest prospect of success.

^ The Agents, &c. These were usually some friends ofthe con-

tending party, who were employed in summoning the accused,

citing witnesses, and other matters of form and legal procedure.
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“ zeal in speaking' and acting- for (he interest of

“ this state, which 1 have ever discovered, and still

discover upon every occasion, to the utmost of

“ my power,” and the honours appointed to me
on this account, the decision must depend on iliy

ministerial conduct. From this conduct, duly con-

.sidered, it will appear whether Ctesiphon hath

adliercd to (ruth and propriety in the.se asseilions,

or whether tl>cy he false.—As to the omission of

conferring the crown when 7ni/ accounts of office

should be first passed, and tlie appointment of the

theatre as the place of proclamation ;
the.se points

too might he determined hy my administration, this

miglit decide whether I he wortliy of such an ho-

nour and such a puhlication. Yet I deem it incum-

hent on me to produce the laws, by which these

clauses are fully warranted. So uprigiit and so

plain, is the scheme of my defence.

1 proceed, then, to the particular measures of

my administration. y\nd let no man think that I

am suspending the discussion of this cau.se, if 1

enter into the alTairs and counsels of (jreece. He
who hath attacked this assertion, tliat “ I liavc ever

“ spoken and acted for the general interest;” he

who e.xpresfily accuses it of falsehood
;
he it is, who

makes the account of all my public conduct, all my
whole system of administration, immediately perti-

nent and necessary to this suit, IJesides, among
the different departments of those who engage in

public business, mine was of that nature which at-

tached me more immediately to the interests of
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Greece. From these 1 must, tlierefore, be allowed
to deduce my evidence.

As to those conquests and acquisitions which
Philip had obtained before 1 liad engaged in the

administration, before my appearance us a popular
leader, 1 shall pass them over ; for they, by no
means, (as I conceive,) affect the merits of my cause.

As to those varii>us instances in which he found his

ambition most effectually restrained, from the very

day on which I first entered upon public business,

these shall I recall to your thoughts, and freely sub-

mit to your judgments. But let this be first pre-

mised : one advantage did our adversary enjoy,

and this (my fellow-citizens !) of great importance.

It was the unhappy fortune of the several Grecian

states, not of some only, but equally of all, to supply

so vast a provision of traitors, of hirelings, of men
devoted by the gods, as was not known in the me-

mory of man. These did Philip engage as his

agents and co-adjutors, and, by their means, in-

flamed the animosities which had already torn and

distracted the Greeks. Some he deceived ; some

he gained by bribes ; on others he employed all his

engines of seduction ; and thus rent the nation into

many ditterent parties, although all were alike en-

gaged in one common cause, that of uniting against

the progress of his power. In such a general dis-

sension of the Grecian states, in such a general

blindness both to the present and to the rising evil,

consider, Athenians, what were the measures, what

was. tb^onduct which became this state ? And for

YOI.. II. T



274 DEMOSTHENES’ [Orat. XIX.

these l^t me be brought to a strict account ; for I ant

the man who advised and directed them.

Say then, ^Eschines, was it our part, in despite

of every generous sentiment, every consideration of

our dignity, to have taken our station with the

Thessalians and Dolopians, to have ranged ourselves

on the side of Philip, in order to subvert the domi-

nion of the Greeks, the honours and the conquests of

our ancestors ? Or, if we were to reject such con-

duct, (and surely none could be more shameful,) was

tour part, ours, who had foreseen, who seemed per-

fectly convinced of the consequences which must

arise, unless seasonably prevented, to have proved

indifferent spectators, when these consequences had

really arisen ? Yes! I would gladly ask the man
who appears most severe in his censure of our mea-

sures, what, in his opinion, was our proper part. Was
it the part of those, who were the immediate cause of

all the misfortunes and calamities which fell upon

the Greeks, as the Thessalians and their associates ?

or of those who affected an indifference to all

events from views of private interest, as the Arca-

dians, the Messenians, and the Argives ?—And yet

roost of these have, in the event, proved greater suf-

ferers than we.

1 shall suppose that, after Philip had made all

his conquests, he had retired to his kingdom, and

there lived in peace, without attempting to molest

either his own allies or the other Greeks. Even

in this case, some share of censure and reproach



ORATIONS. 275Orat. XIX.J

nmst have fallen on those who had refused- to afni

against him. But when his assaults were equally

directed against the dignity, the sovereignty, and the

liberty of our whole nation ; nay, against the very

being of those states more immediately exposed to

his power ; what measures could have been devised

more glorious than those which you embraced, and
I suggested ?

Rut let me not wander from my point. What
conduct, -d^8chine.s, did the dignity of this state de-

mand, when we beheld Philip aiming at the con-

quest and sovereignty of Greece ? Or what advice

should I, her counsellor, have given ; what resolu-

tion.s should I have jjroposed ; and this, in an as-

sembly of Athenians, the circumstance of most im-

portance ? I who well knew, that, from earliest

times, down to the very day on which I firat spoke

in public, my country had been incessantly con-

tending for pre eminence, for hononr, and renown ?

hud expended more blood and treasure, for glory

and tlie interests of Greece, than all the other Gre-

cian states ever had expended for their several pri-

vate interests ? I, who saw this very prince, with

whom we fought for power and empire, with one

eye torn out, his neck dislocated, pierced in his

arm, maimed in his leg, freely and cheerfully re-

signing any part of his body which fortune pleased

to take, so timt he might enjoy the rest with re-

nown and glory ? And let'no man presume to say

that such elevated sentiments became him who was

bred at Pella, (a place at that time ignoble and

T 2
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obscure,) as to aspire to the sovereignty of Greece

or to entertain a (bought of such a daring purpose;

and yet, that you, the citizens of Athens, you who in

every assembly, in every theatrical en(er(aininent,

find perpetual memorials of the virtue of your an-

cestors, might descend to such abject meanness, as

to resign (he liberty of Greece, freely and volunta-

rily, into the hands of Philip. No ! let not the pre-

sumptuous assertion be once lieard.

The only course then left, and the necessary

course, was this ;
to defend yoitr just rights against

all his injurious attempts. This course did you in-

stantly pursue, with good reason, and becoming

dignity. And in this, 1 was your counsellor, I

was the first mover, during my administration. I

confess it. And how should I have acted ? Say,

iEschines : 1 call on you.— Let all former transac-

tions be forgotten : Amphipolis, Pydna, Potidaea,

Halonesus, I speak not of them. Serrium and Do-

riscum too, and the storming of Peparetlnis, and all

the other instances in which the state was injured
;

let the memory of them be effaced. You say, in-

deed, that I dwelt invidiously upon them, in order

to embroil my country in a war ; although the de-

crees res[)ecting these several places were proposed

by Eubulus, and Aristophon, and Diopithes : not

by me. No, thou prompt slanderer ! nor do I now

dwell upon them. But when he had deprived us

of Euboea, when he had erected his fortress to com -

mand our whole territory, when he had attacked the

Megareans, and possessed himself of Oreiun, amf
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rased Portlimus
; vvlieti he had distributed his go-

vernors through the cities, established Philistidcs in

Oreum ; Clitarchus, in Eretria : when he had re-

duced the whole Hellespont to his obedience, and
laid siege to Byzantium ; when the Grecian cities

had, some of them, been subverted by his arms,

others forced to receive their exiles; in these in-

stances did he act unjustly ? did he violate the

treaty, or did he not ? Was it incumbent on some

state to rise up against these attempts, or was it

not? If not; if Greece was to have proved a prey

for Mysians (according to the proverb,) and this,

while Athens yet existed, and was witness of her

fall ; then was 1 officious in remonstrating against

these transactions ; then was the state officious in

yielding to my remonstrances : mine was then the

guilt and error of every measure we pursued. But,

if the progress of his arms demanded a vigorous

opposition, what community but that of Athens

should have risen at the call of honour ?—This was

the great principle of my administration. I saw

the man aspiring to universal dominion— 1 opposed

him : 1 warned my fellow-citizens ; 1 taught them

to rise against the ambition of the Macedonian.—

And yet the formal commencement of hostilities did

not proceed from us. No, iEschines, but from

Philip, by his capture of our ships. Produce the de-

• For Mtfsians, i. e. to tlie weakest of all people. The pro-

verb is said to have arisen from the distresses of the M^sians in

the absence of their king, Telephus, and their helpless state of

oppression, when all their neighbours fell upon them and pil-

laged the miserable and defenceless people without mercy.
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creea, and the letter received from Philip. Read

each in order. These, when duly weighed, will

enable us to give each transaction to its proper au-

thor. Read

!

The Decree.

“ In the archonship of Ncoclcs : an assembly ex-

“ traordinary being convened by tlie generals, in the

“ month of Boedromion ; Eubulus, son of Mnesi-

“ theus, of the Cyprian tribe, proposed the following

“ Decref. :

“ Whereas the generals have reported to the

“ assembly, that Leodamas, our admiral, together

" with twenty ships sent under his command to

“ import corn from the Hellespont, has been taken

“ and brought into Maccdon by Amyntas, a com-

“ mander in the service of King Philip
; it is de-

“ CREED, that it shall be the care of the prylanes

“ and generals, that the senate be convened, and

“ ambassadors chosen, who shall repair to Philip,

“ and demand the dismission of the admiral, the

“ vessels, and the soldiers ;
that they be instructed

“ to declare, that if Amyntas hath in this acted

“ through ignorance, the state of Athens hath no

" complaints to urge agninst him ; that, if their

“ officer hath in any wise exceeded his commission,

" they are ready to take cognizance of his of-

“ fence; and to punish him, as his inadvertence

“ may have merited : but if neither of these be the

" case, but that this outrage be avowed cither by
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“ the person vvlio gave, or who received the com-
“ mission, that the ambassadors shall demand an
“ explanation, and report the same, that the state

may determine on the proper measures.”

And tliis decree did Eubulus frame ; not I.

Aristophon proposed the next : then did Hegesippus

move for his : then Aristophon ag-ain : then Phi-

locrates ; then Cephisophon : and then the other

speakers : 1 had no concern in any.—Read the

next.

The Decree.

" In the archonship of Neocles, on the la.st day
“ of the month Boedromon, by a resolution of the

" SENATE.

“ The prytanes and generals having reported the

decree of the general assembly, that ambassadors

“ be sent to Philip to demand the restoration of the

“ ships, and that the said ambas.sadors be furnished

“ with particular instruction.s, together with a copy

of the decree of the assembly :

“ The persons hereby chosen into this commis-

“ sion, are, Cephisophon, Democritus, and Poly-

“ crates. Aristophon the Cothocydian moved this

“ RESOLUTION, in the presidency of the tribe Hip-

“ pothobnti.s.”

As I produce these decrees, so, .Eschines, do you
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produce t)iat particular decree of mine which makes

ipe author of the war. You have not one to shew :

if you had, it must have made your first and fa-

vourite charge. Nay, Philip himself, amidst all his

insinuations against others, never once accuses me.

Read his own letter to the State.

The Letter.

” Philip King of Macedon, to the senate and

“ PEOPLE of Athens, health !

“ I have received three of your citizens in

“ quality of ambassadors, who have conferred with

“ me about the dismission of certain ships coni-

“ manded by Lcodainas. I cannot but consider it

“ as an extraordinary instance of weakness, to

“ imagine that 1 can possibly believe that these

“ ships were destined to import corn from the

“ Hellespont for Lemnos ; and that they were not

“ really sent to the relief of the Selymbrians, now be-

“ sieged by me, and who arc by no means included

" in the treaty of pacification, by which we stand

mutually engaged. Such were the orders your

“ officer received, not from the people of Athens,
“ but from certain magistrates, and others in no

“ private station, who are by all means solicitous to

“ prevail on the people to violate their engagements,

“ and to commence hostilities ag-ainst me. This

“ they have much more at heart than the relief of

Selymbria, fondly imagining that they may de-

" rive advantages from such a rupture. Persuaded
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as I am, that our mutual interest requires us to
" frustrate tlieir wicked schemes, I have given

orders that the vessels brought in to us be im-
“ mediately released. For the future let it be your
“ part to remove those pernicious counsellors from
“ the administration of your ntfairs ; and to let

‘‘ them feel the severity of your justice ; and I shall

'' endeavour to adlicre inviolably to my treaty,

“ Farewell.”

Here is no mention * of Demosthenes, no charge

against me. And whence is it, that in all his acri-

mony against others, he takes not the least notice of

my conduct ? Because he must have brought his

own usurpations full into view, had he mentioned

me. On these I fixed, and these I obstinately op-

posed. 1 instantly moved for an ambassy to Pelo-

ponnesus, the moment he entered Peloponnesus.

I then moved for an embassy to Euboea, as soon as

he had landed in Euboea. Then did I propose tlte

expedition (not an embassy) to Oreum, and that to

Eretria, as soon as he had stationed his governors

in these cities. After this, did I send out those

armaments which saved the Chcr.sonesus, and By-

zantium, and all our confederates, from which this

state derived the noblest consequences, applause,

glory, honours, crowns, thanks, from those who

• Here is no mention, A-c. There is indeed no express specilir

cation of any person in this letter. But those alluded to were

well known. Aiul probably they were the persons who had

been most active in moving the assembly to exert themselves

on this occasion ; Evibulus, ArUtophon, Philocratcs, Hint C ephi-

sophon.
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had received such important services. And, even

. of those who l»ad ifs, such as on this occa-

sion yielded to your resmonstrances, found effectual

security; they who neglected them, had only the

sad remembrance of your repeated warnings, and

tlie conviction that ye were not only their best

friends, but men of true discernment, of a prophetic

spirit : for in every instance the event proved ex-

actly consonant to your predictions.

That Philistides would have gladly given the

greatest sums to have kept Oreuin ; that Clitarchns

would have given largely to have kept Eretria ;
that

Philip himself would have given largely, that he

might possess stations so convenient for annoying

us, and that all his other actions should pass un-

noticed, all his injurious proceedings unimpeached ;

cannot be a secret to any man: but least of all to

you. You, ^Eschines, received the deputies sent

hither by Clitarchus and Philistides : by you were

they entertained. Those whom we drove from us

as enemies, a.s men whose overtures were neither

consistent with justice nor with the interest of

Athens, were your dearest friends. How false and

groundles.s then are your malicious accusations

!

You, who say that I am .silent when 1 get my bribe,

clamorous when I have spent it.—Your case is dif-

ferent: you arc clamorous when you receive your

bribe; and your clamours can never cease: unless

this day’s decision should silence them effectually

by the justly- merited infamy.

And when you rewarded these my services with
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a crown, when Aristonicus proposed his decree,

conceived precisely in the very words of this which

Ctesiphon hath framed, when proclamation of the

honour thus conferred upon me was made in the

theatre, (for this is the second time I have been

thus distinguished,) /Eschiucs, though present, ne-

ver made the least opposition, never attempted an

impeachment.——Take the decree.—Read !

The Decree.

'' In the archonship of Chacrondas son of He-
“ gemon, on the twenty-fifth of the month Game-
" lion, the Lcontidian tribe then presiding, at the

“ motion of Aristonicus, the following decree was
“ made

:

“ Whereas Demosthenes, son of Demosthenes
“ of the Paeanian tribe, hath at many times done
“ various and eminent services to the community
“ of Athens, and to many of our confederates;

“ and, at this time, hath by his counsels secured

“ the interests of tlic state, and particularly re-

“ stored the liberties of certain cities in Euboea ;

“ as he hath ever uniformly persevered in an un-

“ alterable attachment to the state of Atliens, and

“ both by words and actions exerted himself to the

“ utmost of his power, in the service of the Alhe-

“ nians and the other Greeks ;— Be it enacted by

“ the senate and the popular assembly, that public

“ honours shall be paid to the aforesaid Demosthe-

“• lies ; and that he shall be crowned with a golden
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“ crown ; lliat the crown shall be proclaimed in

the theatre, op the feast of Bacchus, at the time

“ of the performance of the new tragedies; and

lliat tlie making this proclamation shall be given

“ in charge to the presiding tribe, and to the di-

“ rector of the public entertainments. This is

“ the motion of Aristonicus of the Phrserian tribe.”

And is there a man can say, that this decree

brouglU any of that disgrace upon the state, any of

that derision and contempt, which he affirms must

happen, if I should obtain this crown ? When ac-

tions are recent and notorious ; if good, they are

received with applause; if bad, they meet their pu-

jiishment. But it is well known, that on this oc-

casion 1 received marks of public favour ; never was

censured, never punished. And the consequence is

obvious. Down to the period of these transactions,

1 must have invariably acted for the true interest of

the state : for, in all your consultation.s, my opi-

nions and my measures ever were adopted. These

measures I conducted to effeclupl execution : they

were attended with crowns to the state, to me, and

to you all ; with sacrifices to the gods, and solemn

processions, as instances of great success.

And now, when Philip had been driven from

Eubma, (yours was the military glory, but the po-

licy, the counsels,—yes ! though these my enemies

should burst with envy,—were mine,) he raised

another engine against this state. He saw that we,

of all people, used the greatest quantities q1' imported
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grain. Determined to secure this branch of com-
merce to himself, he |)as8ed over into Thrace, and,

applying to the Byzantines, then in alliance with
him, he first required tlicm to join in a war agiiiust

us*. But when they refused, when they told him,

(and they told him truth,) that they had not engaged
in his alliance for such purposes, he instantly pre-

pared his works, erected his macliines, and be-

sieged their city. I shall not say wlmt conduct

became us upon this emergency. It is manifest.

Who then supported the Byzantines ? Wlio rescued

them from destruction ? Who prevented the Helles-

pont from falling under a foreign power upon this

occasion? You, my countrymen. But when I say

You, I mean the stale. Who spake? Who framed

the decrees ? Who acted for the state ? Who de-

voted all his powers, wholly and freely, to the pub-

lic interests ? I !—And how essentially the public

interests were advanced by these measures, there

need no words to prove. You have facts, you have

experience, to convince you. For the war in which

we then engaged, (besides the glory which attended

your arms,) supplied you with all tlie necessaries of

life, in greater plenty, and at cheaper rates, than

the present peace, maintained by these good citizens,

in opposition to the interests of their country, from

their hopes of private advantage.— Confounded he

their hopes '.—Never may they share in these hle.ss-

ings, for which your prayers, ye true friends of

Athens, are offered up to Heaven ! And O, never

may they involve you in the fatal consequences of

th^rr machinations ! Let them hear the crowns
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conferred by Byzantium, and those by Perinthus,

'vvith which our state was honoured upon this oc-

casion.

The Decree of the Byzantines.

“ Bosphoricus being- hieromnenion, Demagetus,
" by permission of the senate, drew up the follow-

ing resolution :

“ Whereas the people of Athens have, from

“ the earliest times, persevered in an unalterable

“ affection to the Byzantines, and to their confe-

“ derates, kinsmen, and the Perinthians
;
and have

" lately, when Philip of Macedon invaded and laid

“ waste their territories with fire and sword, and
“ attacked their cities, done them many and signal

" services; and by a reinforcement of one hundred

“ and twenty ships, with provisions, arms, and sol-

“ diers, have extricated us from the utmost dan-

“ gers, restored our ancient constitution, our laws,

“ and the sepulchres of our fathers ; it is therefore

" RESOLVED, by the people of Byzantium and Pe-

“ rinthus, to grant to the Athenians the right of in-

“ termarriage, the freedom of our states, the power

“ of purchasing lands, and the first and most ho-

" nourable seats in all our public entertainments,

" in the tholus, in the senate, and in the popular

assembly. And that whatever Athenian shall

" choose to reside in our respective cities, shall en-

“ joy a perfect immunity and exemption from all

“ taxes. And it is further resolved, that three
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“ statues, sixteen cubits high, shall be erected in

“ the port of Byzantium, representing the com-
“ munity of Athens crowned by the Byzantines and
“ Perinthians. And that honorary presents shall be

**«sent to the several general assemblies of Greece,

“ the Isthmian, Nemman, Olympic, and Pythian,

“ where proclamation sliall be duly made of that

“ crown, now by us conferred on the people of

“ Athens
;

that all Greece may be informed of the

“ magnanimity of Athens, and the gratitude of the

“ Byzantines and Perinthians.”

Read, too, the crowns conferred by the inliabi-

tants of Cliersonesus.

The Decree of Ihe Chersonesites.

“ The Chersonesites, inhabitants of Sestos,

Kleus, Madytus, and Ilalonesus, do crown the

“ senate and people of Athens with a golden crown

“ of sixty talents. They also consecrate an altar to

" Gratitude and the Athenians, on account of the

“ important services conferred by this people on the

” inhabitants of the Chersonesus, in delivering

“ them from the power of Philip, and in restoring

“ their country, their laws, their liberties, and their

religion. Of which the Chersonesites shall ever

retain a just and grateful sense, and be ever ready,

“
to the utmost of their power, to return the im-

“ portant obligation.—Thus it was resolved in u

“ full assembly of the senate.”
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And Ihus^ the measures I concerted, the conduct

I pursued, not only saved the Chersonesus Und By-

zantium, not only foiled the Macedonian in his

scheme of commanding the Hellespont, not only

gained these public honours to the state, but dis-

played to all the world the generous sentiments of

Athens, and the base perfidiousness of Philip. He,

the friend, the ally of the Byzantines, in the face of

Greece, besieged their city, (can we conceive a baser,

a more abandoned outrage !) You, justly, repeat-

edly, incensed against them, by injuries received in

former times, not only forgot all your wrongs, not

only refused to look with indifterence upon their

danger, but appeared their great deliverers
;
and,

by such transcendent generosity, acquired universal

love and glory.—That you have frequently ho-

noured those with crowns, to whom the conduct of

your affairs hath been intrusted, is full well known ;

but name the citizen, if you can, I mean the mi-

nister or public speaker, except myself, by whose

means the state hath been thus honoured.

1 am now to shew that all those virulent invec-

tives which l)c hath thrown out against the Eu-

bteans and Byzantines, (invidiously recalling to your

view every instance of their former offences,) are

merely the effect of malice ;
not only as his repre-

sentations have been false
;
(of this 1 presume there

can be no doubt but because we might admit

them to be true : and even upon this supposition it

will appear that my measures were the measures

which your interests demanded. For this purpose.
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permit me to lay before you, in a few words, one

or two instances of the noble conduct of this state.

By the most illustrious of their former actions it is,

that private men, or public bodies, should model

‘their succeeding conduct.

There was* a time then my fellow-citizens!

when the Lacedemonians were sovereign masters,

both by sea and land : when their troops and forts

surrounded the entire circuit of Attica : when they

possessed Euboea, Tanagra, the whole Boeotian dis-

trict, Megara, iEgina, Cleone, and the other islands

:

while tliis stale had but one .ship, not one wall.

Then did you march to Ilaliartus ; and, not many

days after, were your forces once more led to

Corinth. And yet the Athenians of these days had

many injuries to re.sent, both from Corinth and

fron) Thebe.s, by their conduct during the Decelian

war. But titr were they from harbouring such

resentment. Observe then, /Eschines ;
they acted

tlins, in both these instances, not that they acted

for tlieir benefactors, not that they saw no danger

in these e.xpeditions. Such considerations never

could induce them to abandon tliose who fled to

their protection. No! from the nobler motives of

«> lory and renown, they devoted their services to the

distressed. And surely this their determination was

just and generous. For dcatli must come to close

'the period of man’s life, into whatever corney one

may shrink from the inevitable blow : but the truly

•.TAere was. &c. See note *, on Philippic I. vol. i. p. H-

uVOL. II.



200 DElVtOSTHENES’ [O rat. XIX.

brave should draw the sword ou all occasions of

honourable danger, armed in fair hopes of success,

yet still resigned with an equal fortitude to whatever

may be decreed by Heaven. Such was the conduct

of our ancestors, such the conduct of our eldor

citizens, who, though the Lacedemonians had been

ho friends, no benefactors to our stale, but had

injured us in many and important instances
;

yet,

when the Thebans, (lushed with their success at

Leuctra, had attempted to destroy them, defeated tin;

attempt; undismayed at the tiien formidable power

of Thebes ;
determined by the motive of glory, not

by the behaviour of those in whose cause they were

exposed. And by these actions did you demonstrate

to the Greeks, that, whatever injuries Athens may
receive, her resentment is reserved only for the just

occasion ; when the being, when the liberty of the

injurious party, is once in danger, her wrongs never

are remembered, never rcg'arded.

Nor were these the only instances in which such

generous principles were displayed. Again, when

Thebes* had seduced the Eubceans from their at-

tachment to the state, far from abandoning the

island to the consequences of this revolt, far

from remembering the injuries received from The-

mison and Theodorus, in the affair of Oropus,

you instantly armed for their relief. And on

this occasion did our trierarehs, for the first time,

engage voluntarily in the public service ; of which

* When Thebes, &c. Sec note ^ on Philippic I. vol. i. p. 10.
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number I waf! one. -Hut of this hereafter,—And if

you acted nobly in llnis rc.scuing’ the island ; still

your succeeding' conduct was far more noble. When
tlie inhabitants were at your mercy, when you were
hui.stcrs of their cities, you gave uj) all, with strictest

integrity, to the men who had oHcndcd you. Nor
were their olFences once regarded, when they had

trusted implicitly to our faith. 1 might recount ten

thousand instances of tlie same kind ; but 1 pass

them over ; engagements at sea
; expeditions by

land; the achievements of ancient times
;
and our

ow n illustrious actions
; all in defence of the liberty

and safety of other Grecian states, And if I saw

my country cheerfully engaging in so numerous and

so perilous contentions, for the interests of others,

when her own interests were in some sort the ob-

ject of debate, what should I have advised ? What
measures should I have suggested ? 'To cherish the

remembrance of their olVences, when these men had

accepted our protection ? 'To seek pretences for

abandoning all our important interests ?—Would

not (he first brave arm have deservedly stabbed me
to the heart, had I thus disgraced the noble actions

of my country,— even but in words For that, in

fact, yon never could have yielded to such disgrace,

I cannot doubt. Had you been in the least in-

clined, where was the obstacle? Had you not the

power : Had yon not advisers ? Were not these men

urgent in tlieir applications ?

But I must return to those parts of my public con-
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duet, which were subsequent to this period. And,

here again, consider what the interest of the state

really demanded. 1 saw the wretched decay to

which our marine had been reduced ; I saw our

richer citizens purchase a total exemption froirl^

public taxes, at the expense of a trifling contribu-

tion • men of moderate or of small property de-

spoiled and ruined ; every opportunity of action lost

to the state. I proposed a law, which obliged the

rich to act fairly, relieved the poor from their op-

pressions ; and, what was of most consequence, pro-

vided for the speedy and clfectual execution of all

our military operations. 1 was indicted on this oc-

casion, for an infringement of our established laws:

1 appealed to your justice, as my sole resource ; and

my accuser had the mortification to And not a Afth

of the suffrages in his favour. What sums of

money, think ye, would our richer citizens have

given me, they who contribute most largely to

the public service, or even they who contribute

in the next degrees, not to have proposed this

law at all ; or, at least, to have suffered it to be

defeated by affected cavil and delay ? Such sums,

(my fellow-citizens
!) as 1 am ashamed to mention.

And with good reason. By the former law, sixteen

of their number were to unite in the discharge of

one assessment
; so that the proportion of each was

almost nothing : and thus they loaded the poor

with the public burdens. But by my law, every

individual pays in proportion to his fortune; so

that he must now equip two ships of war, who by
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the former assessment was taxed but at the ‘six-

teenth part of one. And accordingly they styled

themselves not trierarchs, but contributors. They
would therefore have given any price, to have been

“disengaged from the necessity of thus acting justly.

First read the Decree relative to my indictment.

Then produce the Assessments, those of the former

laws, and that prescribed by mine.

77te Decree.

” Polycles being arciion. On the sixteenth of

“ the month Boedromion. The tribe Hippothois

“ presiding.

“ Whereas Demosthenes, son of Demosthenes

“ the Pseanian, proposed a law relative to the duty

" of Trierarchs, to be substituted in the place of

" former laws for regulating assessments for the

“ navy : and whereas an indictment was brought

“ by Patrocles against the said Demosthenes for an

“ illegal proposal :—Be it remembered, that the

“ prosecutor, not having a fifth of the suffrages in

“ his favour, was condemned in the fine of five hun-

“ drachmaj.”

Produce now the first excellent assessment.

The TRiERAncHs shall unite in the equip-

ment OF ONE SHIP, TO THE . NUMBER OF SIXTEEN

MEN, FROM THE AGE OF TWFNTY-FIVE TO FORTY
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years. Each to contribute equally to the ex-

pense.

«

Now compare this with the assessment appointed

by iny law,—Read it.

Trierarchs shall be taxed according to

THEIR FORTUNES. ’He WHO IS WORTH TEN TALENTS

BY VALUATION, SHALL FIT OUT ONE SHIP
;

IK IMS

FORTUNE BE RATED HIGHER, HE SHALL BE TAXED,

AGREEABLY TO THE SAME PROPORTION, IN A HIGHER

SUM ; NOT EXCEEDING THE EXPENSE OF THREE SHIPS

AND A TENDER. I'n E SAME PROPORTION ALSO SHALL

BE OBSERVED IN THE ASSESSMENT OK THOSE WHOSE

FORTUNES DO NOT AMOUNT TO TEN TALENTS
;
WHO

ARE TO UNITE IN ORDER TO MAKE UP THE SUM NE-

CESSARY FOR FirriNG OUT A SHIP.

And can this be thouy;ht a trivial service to the

poor ? Or would the rich have given but a trivial

sum, to have alluded this equitable mode of tax-

ation ?— But 1 do not magnify my integrity in con-

ducting this transaction. 1 do not insist on my
honourable acquittal. My glory is, that 1 procured

a salutary law, a law at proved by experience as

highly valuable. For, during the whole course of

our late war, in all the arinamcnts conducted

agreeably to my regulation, not one (rierarch was

ever known to petition against the severity of his

assessment; not one was known to have fled to

sanctuary ; not one ever was iinjirisoned
;
not a
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lishc^ already, wiUi the dearest evidence. I have

indeed omitted the most important parts of my ad-

ministration, the greate.st of my services ;
both be-

cause I deem it incumbent on me to proceed

my defence against tlie charge of violating the laws

;

and because I am convinced your own consciences

must bear tlie amplest testimony in my favour,

although I should be totally silent as to the other

parts of my conduct.

As to what he hath urged with such coafasioii

and embarrassment, about his authentic transcripts

of the laws, Heaven is my witness, that I am con-

vinced you could not comprehend it ; and, to me,

it is, for the most ptirt, utterly unintelligible. But

my course shall be more ingenuous and direct. 1

shall lay before you the plain dictates of truth and

equity. Far from asserting that 1 am not account-

able to the public, as he hath repeatedly insinuated

and alTirincd, I here declare, that through my whole

lifcy I must ever stand accountable for every trust

which I have e.\ecutcd, every measure which I have

directed. But, for what I have freely expended of

my private fortune, in the service of the public, I

cannot at any time be liable to account: (observe

me, Ai^schines!) No! nor any other citizen, were

he the fust of our magistrates. For, where is that

law so pregnant with injustice and inhumanity, as

to rob the man of ail his merit, whose fortune hath

been expended for the state, whose public spirit and

munificence have been displayed in some important

instance ? To expose him to the malice of informers ?
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To give them a power to scrutinize his bounty?

There can be -no such law ! if there be, let him

produce it ; and I shall submit in silence. No, my
, countrymen ! he cannot

!

“ But," saith this sycophant, “ the senate hath
“ conferred public honours on him, w/ii/e his ac-

“ counts werej/et to he approved, under the pretence

" of some additional disbursements from Ins own
“ fortune, wlien manager of tlie theatrical funds.”

~Not for any part of that conduct which stood

accounlahle

;

but for those additional disburse*

ments ; llmu sycopliant !
—“ But you were director

“ of our fortifications.”—Yes: and on that occa-

sion was entitled to my honours ; for I expended

more than the state had granted, without charging

this addition to the public. Where a charge is

made, (he accounts must be examined ;
but where

a free gift is conferred, favour and applause arc the

natural and just returns. This decree of Ctesiphon

in my favour is, therefore, strictly warranted. It is

a point determined, not by the laws only, but by

our constant usage. This 1 shall readily demon’

strate in various instances. In the first place, Nau-

sicles, when at the head of our forces, was fre-

quently honoured with a crown, for his bounty to

the state. Then Diotimus, who giive the arms, and

Charidemus, also received their crowns. I have

another instance before me : Neoptolemus. He
was frequently intrusted with public works, and

received honours for his additional disbursements.

For it would be hard indeed, if the man, invested
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with some office of authority, should either stand

precluded by this office, from assistin'^ the state with

his private fortune, or And his liberal assistance the

object of account and scrutiny, instead of meetinjc

the due returns of gratitude.—To confirm what 1

have now advanced, produce the decrees made on

these occasions.—Read !

A Decree.

“ III the archonsliip of Dcmonicus the 26th of
“ the month Bocdroinion, Callias thus reported the

“ resolution of the senate and people.

“ It is RESOLVED, by the senate and people, to

“ confer a crown on NausieJes, the general in com-

“ maud : in as much as when two thousand regular

" forces of Athens were in Imbrus, assisting' the

“ Athenian colony in that island, and when, by

“ means of tbe severity of the season, Phialon their

“ agent could not sail thither, and pay the sol-

diers
;
the said Nausicles made the necessary dis-

“ bursements from his own fortune, without any

“ charge to the public in his accounts——And that

“ proclamation be made of the crown thus granted,

“ during the feast of Bacchus, and the performances

“ of tbe new tragedies.”

A Decree.

“ The motion of Callias : agreeably to the report

" made of the resolution of the senate.
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“ Whereas Cliariclemus, commander of the in-

“ fantry in the expedition to Salamis, and Dioti-

“ mus, general of horse, when in tlic engagement

“^t the river, some of our forces had been stripped

“ of their arms by the enemy, at their own private

“ expense furnished the new levies with eiglit

“ hundred bucklers : it is ri^solved by the senate

“ and people, that golden crowns be conferred

“ on the said Charidemus and Diotimus : which
“ crowns shall be proclaimed in the grand festival

“ of Minerva, during the gymnastic games and new
“ tragedies ; of which the magistrates and ma-
“ nagers of the entertainments are to take notice,

“ and cause proclamation to be duly made as

“ aforesaid.”

Each of these, iEschines, was bound to account

for the office he enjoyed ; but the action for which

he was honoured, was by no means subject to ac-

count. Then why should mine be subject? Surely,

1 may claim the same treatment with others, in like

circumstances. 1 gave my additional contribution

to the public : I was honoured for it; not as a man
who stood accountable for this donation. I held a

magisterial office : I accounted for my conduct in this

office ; not for my free bounty.

“ True !—but you have acted iniquitously in

” your office.”—-If so, were you not present when

my accounts were passed ? And why did you not

impeach me ?—But, to convince you that he himself

is witness that this crown is not conferred for any
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part oF my conduct really subject to account, take,

read this decree of Ctesiplion at large. The clauses

unimpeached will shew the malice of his prosecution

in those he hath attacked.—Read

!

The Decree.

“ In the archonship of Eulhycics, the 29th of the

“ month Pyanepsion : the Oenian tribe presiding.

“ The decree of Ctesiphon son of Leosthcncs the

“ Anaphylystian.

‘‘ Whereas Demosthenes, son of Demosthenes,
** of the Paeanlan tribe, in his office of director oF

“ the fortifications, expended an additional sum of

** three talents, from his private fortune, which he

gave freely to the public : and, when manager of

“ the theatrical funds, increased the general collec-

“ tion, by a voluntary addition of one hundred

“ minaj for sacrifices ; be it resolved, by the

“ senate and people of Athens, to grant public ho-

“ nours to the said Demosthenes, on account of his

virtue and nobleness of disposition, which he

hath, on all occasions, invariably discovered to-

“ wards the community of Athens ; and to crown
“ him with a golden crown ; and that proclamation

shall be made of this crown thus conferred, in the

“ theatre, during the feast of Bacchus and the ex-

“ hibition of the new tragedies ; of which the di-

“ rectors of the theatre are to take notice, and cause

proclamation to be made as aforesaid.”
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My free grant of these additional sums is the ar-

ticle not included in your indictment : the honours

decreed for this bounty is that on which you found

your charge. You admit that to accept my bounty

is lio infringement of the laws
;
you insist that to

confer the due returns of favour, on this account, is

criminal and illegal. In the name of Heaven, what
part could the most abandoned, the malignant wretch,

odious to the gods, have acted upon this occasion ?

Must he not have acted thus ?

As to the circumstance of making proclamation

in the theatre, I shall not mention that many times

many thousands have been granted such an honour,

or that 1 myself have been tlius lionoured on many

former occasions. But, is it possible, ye powers

!

Art thou, .^schines, indeed, so lost to all sense and

reason, as to be incapable of apprehending that, to

the party who receives the honour, it comes with

equal dignity, wherever it be proclaimed ? That it

is for their sakes who grant it, that their theatre is

appointed for the proclamation. For by this means,

the multitude who hear it are inspired with ardour

to approve themselves zealous in the service of their

country ; and they who give this testimony of their

gratitude, share more largely in the public applause,

than those who receive it. On this principle was our

law enacted. Take up the law itself!—Read it!
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The Law.

“ In all cases, where a crown is conferred on
“ ANV PERSON BY A SINGLE DISTRICT, PROCLAMATION
“ SHALL BE MADE OP THE SAID CROWN, IN THE PAR-

“ TICULAR DISTRICT SO CONFERRING IT. PROVIDED
“ ALWAYS, THAT, WHERE CROWNS ARE GRANTED BY

“ THE PEOPLE OF AtHENS AT LARGE, OR BY THE

“ SENATE, IT SHALL AND MAY BE LAWFUL TO MAKE
" PROCLAMATION IN THE THEATRE DURING THE FES-

“ TiVAL OF Bacchus.”

-^^schines ! Dost thou licar ? Are not these the

very words of our law ? ” Provided alwai/s, that,

where crowns are granted by the people or the

“ senate, proclamation shall be made of these.”

Why then, unhappy man, hath thy malice been thus

restless ? Why this fictitious tale ? Why not recur (o

medicine, to cure this disorder of thy mind ? And

feelest thou no shame at a prosecution dictated by

envy, not by justice ; supported by false recitals of

our laws, by imperfect quotations of detached sen-

tences ;
those laws, which should have fairly and fully

been laid before our judges, as they have sworn to

decide agreeably to their true tenor ?—Hence you

proceed to delineate the character of a patriot states-

man, as if you were giving a model for a statue, and

found the piece not conformable to your model ; as

if words could mark out the patriot statesman, and

not his actions and administration. Then comes
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your clamorous abuse vented witlioiU distinction or

reserve, but suited to you and to your family, not to

me. And this (Athenians !) I take to be the true

distinction between a vague invective, and a regular

pfosecution. This is supported by criminal facts,

whose penalties the laws have ascertained : that is

attended with the rancour which enemies naturally

throw out against each other. Our ancestors, 1

presume, erected these tribunals, not for assembling

to indulge our private and personal animosities in

mutual scurrility
; but to give us occasion of con-

victing that man, fairly, who hath injured the com-

munity in any instance. This /Eschines must know

as well as I. Yet, instead of establishing his evi-

dence, he hath discharged his virulence against me.

Nor is it just that he should escape without the due

returns of severity on my part. But, before 1 am

Your clamorous abuse, &c, la the original, ufxx^nc^

“ as iVoni u Cart,'* Some derive this proverbial expression

from the first rude stale of ancient comedy, and find a [)ai ticu-

lar spirit in the allusion, as containing a reflection on the the-

atrical character of TEschines. But the scholiasts on Aristo-

phanes and Suidas explain the proverb in another manner.

They tell us that the Athenian women, when they went in their

carriages to the celebration of the Eleusinian mysteries, usually

took great liberties in their abuse of each other, and hence the

Greek expression rcc ex tup to signify licentious

and indecent ribaldry. It is true the French translator is ex-

tremely shocked at this interpretation, and cannot persuade

himself that the Athenian ladies could so far forget the modesty

and reserve peculiar to their sex. But it is well if this was the

worst part of their conduct, or if they were guilty of no greater

transgression of modesty in the course of their attendance on

the»e famous rites.
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involved in the odious task^ let me ask him one

question. Say, ./Eschines, are we to deem thee an

enemy to Athens, or to me ? 1 presume, to me.

And yet, on every occasion, where you had all the

advantage of the law, in bringing me to justice, (if

I had offended,) on passing my accounts, on moving

my decrees, on former trials, where my conduct was

impeached, you were silent. But in a case where

all the laws pronounced me innocent, where the pro-

cedure hath been regular, where numberless prece-

dents arc in my favour, where my conduct, far from

discovering any thing’ of a criminal tendency, ap-

pears, in every instance, to have rellected a degree

of honour upon iny country ; in such a case, 1 say,

hast thou chosen to attack me ? Beware then, that,

while I am the pretended «)l)ject of thy enmity, thou

prove not really the enemy of Athens.

Well then *
;

since you are all determined on

the truly religious and equitable sentence, the viru-

lence this mail hath uttered obliges me, (i think,)

though not naturally fond of invective, to retort his

numerous and false assertions, by some necessary

remarks upon his character ; by shewing who he is,

and of what family, who so readily begins the hateful

work of personal abuse ; who presumes to censure

some of my expressions, though he himself hath

uttered what no man of modest merit could have

ventured to pronounce. No ! had one of the awful

• Well then, Ac. Here the speaker evidently takes the ad-

vantage of some acclamations in the assembly, whiclt be affects

to regard as the general voice of his judges.
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judges of tlie Rhadc.s impeached me, as an ./Eacus,

or a Rhadamanthus, or a Minos; and not this bab>

bling sycophant, this wretched, hackneyed scrivener;

he could have used no such language, he could have

searched for no such insolent expressions, no such

theatrical exclamations, as you have now heard from

this man.—“ O Earth ! an<l thou Sun ! O Virtue 1”

And again, those pompous invocations,-—" Pru-
" dence! Erudition! that tcachest us the just dis-

" tinction between good and evil I”—Virtue ! thou

miscreant! what communion can Virtue hold with

thee or thine ? What acquaintance hast thou witli

such things? How didst thou acquire it? By what

right canst thou assume it? And what pretensions

hast thou to speak of Erudition? Not a man of

those who really possess it could thus presume to

speak of his own accomplishments. Nay, were

they mentioned by another, he would blush. But

they who, like you, arc strangers to it, and yet so

stupid as to affect it, do but wound our ears, when

they utter their presumption, but never acquire the

character for which they labour.—And here I hesi-

tate, not for want of matter to urge against you and

your family, but because 1 am in doubt where to

begin. Shall I first say, how your father Tromes

was loaded with his chain and log, when a slave to

Elpias, who taught grammar at the temple of The-

seus ? Or, how your mother, by those marriages

daily repeated, in her cell near the hero * Calamites,

• The hero. See. i, e. near (he chapel dedicated to this hero,

or near the place where his statue was erected.

VOL. II. X
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nnaintained this noble figure, this accomplished

actor of third characters ? Or, how Phormio, the

piper in our navy, the slave of Dion, raised her up

from this honourable employment ? No ! I call the

gods to witness, tliat 1 fear to mention what is suited

to your character, lest 1 should be betrayed into a

language unbecoming my own. Let these things be

then buried in silence ; and let me proceed directly

to the actions of his own life ; for the person now

before you is not of ordinary rank, hut eminent,—

yes, as an object of public execration. It is but

lately,—lately, I say, but yesterday, that he com-

menced at once a citizen and a speaker. By the

help of two additional syllables, he transformed his

father from Tromes to Atrometus, and dignified his

mother with the stately name of Glaucothea *. And

now, observe the ingratitude and malignity of his

nature. Though raised by your favour from slavery

to freedom, from beggary to affluence ; far from re-

taining the least affection to his country, he hath

hired himself to oppose our interests. As to those

parts of his conduct, where his disaffection may be

at all disputable, I pass them over : but what he

evidently and incontcstibly committed, as an agent

to our enemies, this I must recall to view.

—Who knows not the banished Antipho ? He
who promislld Philip to set fire to our arsenal, and,

* Glaucothea. The original adds, who, every one knows, was

called Empusa, &c. [i. e. Hag or Spectre.] Thi.s, witli the cause

assigned, hath been purposely omitted in the translation.
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for this purpose, came back to Athens. And wlien

1 had seized him in liis concealment at the Piraeus,

when I produced him to the assembly ; so effectual

was the violence of this railcr, so prevalent were
his clamours, —that “ my actions were not to be
“ tolerated in a free government”—“ I insulted

the nnsfoilunes of my fellow-citizens” — “I
forced into their houses without authority —

that tliis man was suffered to escape unscntenced.

And, had not the court of Areopagus been informed

of tlic transaction ; had they not perceived your

error, an error so dangerous on so critical an occa-

sion
; had tliey not pursued this man ; had they

not once more seized, and brought him before you,

criminal as he was, lie must have been snatched

from justice, and, instead of meeting tlic punish-

ment due to his offences, (tlmnks to this pompous

speaker,) retired in security. But, happily, you gave

him the torture, and you punished him with death ;

a punishment which this his advocate should liave

suffered. And, so justly did the council of Areopa-

gus conceive Qf his conduct upon this occasion, that,

when influenced by the same error which so often

proved fatal to your interests, you had appointed

him a pleader for your privileges in the temple of

Delos
; this council, to whom your appointment was

referred, and who were to ratify the nomination, in-

stantly rejected this man as a traitor, and appointed

Hyperides to plead. On this occasion, were their

suffrages given solemnly at the altar
;
and not one

snffrage could this miscreant obtain. To prove tliis,

call’ the witnesses.

X 2
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The Witnesses.

“ Callias, Zeno, Cleon, and Demonicus, in the

“ name of all the Areopagites, testify in behalf of

“ Demosthenes, that, at the time when the people

“ had chosen y13schinesas advocate for the rights of

“ Athens in the temple of Delos, before the Amphic-
“ tyons, we in full council determined that Myperi-

“ des was more worthy to speak for the state. And
“ Hyperidcs was accordingly commissioned.”

Thus, by rejecting this man, when on the point

of proceeding on his commission, and by substitut>

ing another, the council did in effect declare him a

traitor and an enemy to Athens. Here then we

have a fact which clearly marks the public conduct of

this noble personage : such a fact as differs widely

from those he hath urged against me. One more

there is, not to be forgotten. When Python the

Byzantine came on his embassy from Philip ; and

came attended by commissioners from ail the seve-

ral powers in league with Macedon ; as if to expose

us, as if to bring witnesses of our injustice
; then

did I stand forth ; and instead of submitting to tiic

insolence of Python, instead of yielding to the tor-

rent of his abuse against the state ; 1 retorted the

charge ; 1 supported the rights of Athens. And
with such powerful evidence did 1 demonstrate the

injurious conduct of our enemy, that his own con-

federates were themselves forced to rise, and to con-

jPess it. But i^schine.s was the great coadjuW of
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tliis man. He gave testimony against his country ;

and falsely too. Nor did lie stop here. In some
time after this transaction, he held and was detected

in his intercourse with Anaxinus the spy, at the

house of Thraso. And surely the man who liokis

his private interviews, who confers with an agent of

our enemies, is liimself a spy, and an enemy to his

country. To prove my allegations, call the wit-

nesses.

The Witnesses.

“ Celedemus, Cleon, and Hyperides, being duly
“ sworn, testify in behalf of Demosthenes, that, to

“ their knowledge, .'Eschines repaired to the house

“ of IMiraso, at an unseasonable hour of the night,

“ and there held conference with Anaxinus legally

convicted of being Philip’s spy. This deposition

“ was signed in the archonship of Nicias, the third

“ day of the month llecatombmon.”

Numberless other articles I could urge against

him ; but 1 suppress them. For the fact is this : 1

might display the many instances in which his con-

duct, during these periods, was equally calculated

to serve our enemies, and to indulge his malice

against me. But so slight are the impressions which

such things make on your minds, that they are not

even remembered, much less received with due re-

sentment. Nay, so dangerous a custom hath pre-

vailed, that you have granted full liberty to every

man who pleased, to supplant and to malign your
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faitliful counsellor : thus excliaiigiug the real wel-

fare of your country, for the pleasure of listening to

])ersonal abuse. Hence is it ever easier and less

dangerous for the servile tool of our enemies to earn

his bribes, than for him to serve tlie state, who hath

attached himself to your interests, —^That he

manifestly supported the cause of Philip, previous

to the commencement of hostilities, shocking as it

is, (yes! I call heaven and earth to witness! for it

was an opposition to his country ;) yet forgive him,

if you please, forgive him this. But when this

prince avowedly made prizes of our ships, when tlie

Chersonesus was plundered by his troops, when he

marched in person into Attica, when afl'airs were

no longer doubtful, but the war raged at our very

gates ; then was this slanderer entirely inactive ; no

instance of his zeal can this theatrical ranter shew,

not one decree of any import, great or small, was

ever framed by .-lischincs, in defence of your inter-

ests. If he denies this, let him break in upon the

lime allowed for my defence, ami let him |)r(jduce

such decree. No; he cannot! He is, therefore,

necessarily reduced to this alternative. He must ac-

knowledge, either that the measures 1 pioposed on

that occasion were not liable to censure, as he him-

self never offered to suggest any other mea.surc.s
; or

that his allachinent to our enemies prevented him

from directing us to some hcttci course. But was

he thus silent, was he thus inactive, when there was

an opportunity of injuring his country r On this oc-

casion, no man could be heard, but -Eschines.
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And, yet, the indulgence of the stale may pos-

sibly endure the other instances of Ins clandestine

conduct ; but one there is, my countrymen ! one

act of liis, that crowns all his former treasons, A
subject on which he hath exhausted his whole ar-

tifice, in a tedious narrative of decrees about the

Locrians of Amphissa, as if to jtervert tlie truth.

But this cannot be ! impossible ! no, nor shall this

profusion of words ever wash away the stain of guilt

from thy conduct upon this occasion.—And here,

and in your presence, ye Athenians, I invoke all the

deities of heaven, all the divine guardians of our

country, and, above ail, the Pythian Apollo, tute-

lary god of Athens : I beseech these powers to

grant me safety and prosperity, as 1 now speak the

truth, as I at first publicly spake the truth, from

the moment that I found the miscreant engaging in

this transaction. For he could not escape tny no-

tice : no, I instantly detected him.—But, if to in-

dulge my spleen, if from personal animosity, I pro-

duce a false charge against him ; may these gods

blast my hopes of happiness !— But, why this so-

lemnity of imprecation ? Why all this vehemence ?

—The reason is this. We have the autlicntic re-

cords in our archives, which prove my charge
:
you

yourselves remember the transactions clearly : and,

yet, 1 have my tears, that he may be deemed an in-

strument too mean for such great mischiefs as be

hath really elVccted. This was the case, when he

brought down ruin upon the wretched Phocians, by

the false assurances which he gave in our assembly.
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For, as to tlie Aniphyssaan war, which opened the

gates of Eiataea to onr enemy, which gave him the

command of the Amphictyonic army, and at once

overturned the fortune of Greece ; here stands the

great agent in this black design, the sole cause of

all the grievous calamities we endured. When I

attested this in the assembly ; when 1 exclaimed

with all my powei's, “ You are bringing an enemy
“ to our gates

;
yes, ^schines, the whole Amphic-

“ tyonic body to fall upon us;” his co-adjutors at

once silenced me ; while others stood confounded

at the assertion, and regarded it us a groundless

charge, the effect of personal animosity.—But, since

you were at that time prevented from receiving the

important information, attend, now, my country-

men ! hear the true nature of this whole transac-

tion ; the secret motives which produced, and the

contrivance which effected it. So shall you disco-

ver a scheme well concerted, receive new and useful

lights into the history of public affairs, and see what

deep designs the heart of Philip could conceive.

This prince saw no means of terminating- his

war with Athens, no resource, unless he were to

arm the Thebans and Thessalians against us. No
resource, I say

; for, although the conduct of your

generals had been scandalous and unsuccessful, yet

the war itself, and the vigilance of our cruisers, had

involved him in numberless distresses ; as he found

it equally impracticable to export the produce of

his kingdom, and to supply his own demands by
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importalion. He was not, at that time, superior to

us at sea : nor could he penetrate into Attica by

land, while the Thessalians refused to follow him,

and the Thebans denied him a passage through

their territory. Victorious, therefore, as he proved

against your generals
;
(such as you employed;—of

that I shall not speak
;) yet, still, the situation of his

kingdom, and the circumstances, on each side, re-

duced him, in the event, to great distress. He knew
that his private interest could not obtain the least

regard, either from Thebes or Thessaly, as a motive

for engaging in hostilities against us ; but, could he,

once be admitted to lead their forces in some com-

mon cause of theirs, he trusted to the united power

of fraud and flattery, and was confident of success.

His scheme, then, was this ; and observe how well

it was concerted ; to embroil the Amphictyons

in a war, by raising dissensions in their general as-

sembly. For, in such a war, he presumed that he

should soon be wanted. And, now, were he to

choose the instrument of this design, either from his

own deputies, or from those of his confederates, this

must awaken suspicion : the Thebans, and Thes-

salians, and all the states must be roused to strictest

vigilance. But could he obtain an Athenian for his

agent, a citizen of that state which avowedly op-

posed him, this must .secure him from detection.

Thus he reasoned ; and thus was the event. How
then was this point gained ? By bribing iEschines.

Here stands the man, who seized the advantage of

that inattention, that unsuspecting confidence, which

you too frequently discover upon such occasions

;
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was proposed as one of our representatives ; and, by

the few voices of a faction, confirmed in this com-

mission. Thus invested with the august authority

of his state, lie repairs to the general council ; and,

reg-ardless of all other concerns, applies himself di-

rectly to the service for which he had received his

wages. He frames his specious harangues, he de-

livers his legendary tale of the Cyrrhaean plain, and

its consecration ; and prevails on the hieromnemons

(men unexperienced in the artifices of a speaker,

men whose views never were extended beyond the

present moment) to decree that a survey should be

had of this district, which the people of Aniphissa

claimed and occupied as their own ; but which this

man now asserted to be sacred ground : not pro-

voked by any insolence of the Locrians, by any fine

which they imposed upon our slate ; as he now pre-

tends;—but falsely;—as 1 shall convince you by

one undoubted proof. Unless cilaliun had been

regularly issued, it was impossible for the Locrians

to liavc commenced any suit against our slate. Who
then cited you ? Produce the rcccnd of this citation.

Name the man who can inform us of it : let him

appear. No; you cannot. Your pretence there-

fore is false an<l groundless.

The Amphictyous, then, having procecrled to the

survey of this district, agreeably to his direction,

were assaulted by the Locrians, with a violence

which had well-nigh proved fatal to them all.

Some of the hieromnemons were even made pri-

soners. And when the ferment became genet al,
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and war was dcMiouni^cd against the Ampliissaiansj

Cottyphus was at lir.st chosen to lead the Ainphic-

tyojiic army. JJnt when some states refused to obey

his summons, and those wlio did obey, refused to

act ; in the next general council, I^hilij) was ap-

pointed to tlie command. So clfcctual was tlic in-

fluence of bis agents, the old traitors of Thessaly,

and those of otlier states. Nor did their allegations

want a fair and specious colour. “ Either wc must
“ raise a subsidy,’' said they, “ maintain a merce-

nary army, and tine those jieopic who refuse

“ their quota; or we must choose him general.”

Need I say more ? lie was chosen. His forces were,

collected with the utmost diligence : he marched, as

if towards Cyrrfia. Hut now,— farewell, at once, to

all regard cither to the Cyrrha;ans or the Locrians !

He seizes Elatma*.— Had not the Thebans, then,

instantly repented, and united with our state, the

whole force of this, invasion must have fallen, like a

thunder-storm, on Athens. But, in this critical

conjuncture, they started up and stopped his pro-

gress : a blessing which you owe to some gracious

divinity, who then defended us; and, under him,

f.a -tttOf -mm ^to'iiir riiic iillHirl'tUlill' UC' t»f-

such a blessing. Give me the decrees. Produce

the date of each transaction. Thus shall you see

** lie hfhes Elatrca^ cVc. Whicli by its situation coininaiul^ci

the territory ol* Attica and B<eotia, so as to awe both 'Jlii bes and

Athens—Hut we shall immediately learn (he policy of thi.s step

from Demosthenes himself; and the cause of that dreadful coi]_

»ternatioii it raised in Athens, which tlic speaker is just now to

ptHni in such lively colours.
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ivliat infinite confusion this abandoned wretch

could raise, and yet escape unpunished. Read the

decrees.

The Decree of the Amphiclj/ons.

“ In the pontificate of Clinagoras. At the gene-
“ ral assembly of Ampliictyons, held in the spring,

“ it is RESOLVED by the PylagorjE, and assessors

“ in the said assembly, that, whereas the people of

“ Amphissa continue to profane the consecrated

“ lands, and do at this time actually occupy them

“ by tillage and pasture,— the Pylagorae and asses-

sors shall repair to the said lands, and determine

“ the boundaries by pillars ; strictly enjoining the

“ people of Amphissa to cease from such violation

for the future.”

Another Decree.

“ In the pontificate of Clinagoras, at the general
" assembly held in the spring. Whereas the pco-
“ pie of Amphissa have cantoned out the consc-
" crated lands, have occupied them by tillage and

“ pasture
;

and, when summoned to desist froju

" such profanation, rose up in arms, and forcibly

“ repelled the general council of Greece, wounding
“ some of the members, and particular Cottyplius

“ the Arcadian general of the Ainphiclyons ;—It

“ is therefore resolved, by the Pylagorae, the as-

” sessors, and the general assembly, that a depula-

“ tion shall be sent to Philip king of Macedon,
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“ inviting him to assist Apollo and the Amphic-
“ tyons, and to repel the outrage of the wretched
“ Amphissaeans ; and farther, to declare that he is

constituted by all the Greeks, ^ member'^of the

“ council of Ainphictyons, general and commander
" of their forces ; with full and unlimited powers.”

Read now the date of these transactions ; for they

correspond exactly with the time in which he acted

as our representative.

The Dale,

In the akchonship of Mnesithides, the six-

teenth DAY OF THE MONTH AnTHESTERION.

Give me the letter, which when the Thebans

had refused to concur with him, Philip sent to his

confederates in Peloponnesus. This will fully prove

that the real motive of this enterprise was studi-

ously concealed ; 1 mean his design against Greece,

his schemes against Thebes and Athens ;
while he

affected but to execute the orders of the Ampliic-

tyonic council : a pretence for which he was in-

debted to this man,—Read.

The Letter,

Philip King of Macedon, to the magistrates

“ and counsellors of the confederated people of

"•^^•loponnesus, health.
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“ Whereas the Locri, called Ozolae, inhabitants

“ of Amphissa, profanely commit outrages on the

“ temple of Apollo in Delphi, and in an hostile

“ manner invade, and make depredation in, the

“ sacred territory ; know ye, that we have re-

" solved in conjunction with you, to assert the

“ rights of the god and to oppose those impious

“ wretches, who have thus presumed to violate all

“ that is accounted sacred among men. Do you,

“ therefore, meet me in arms at Phoefs, with pro-

“ visions for forty days, within this present month

'‘called by us Ijoiis, by the Athenians, Boedro-

“ mion, and by the Corinthians, Panemus. Such
“ as attend us shall be duly consulted, and all mca-
“ sures pursued with their concurrence

; they who
" refuse obedience to these orders, shall be pu-
“ nished. Farewell.”

You see with what caution he keeps his real pur-

pose concealed ;
how he flics for shelter to the acts

of the Amphictyons. And who was the man that

procured him this subterfuge? Who gave him such

plausible pretences ? Who was the great author of

all our calamities? VVas it not this man.?—Yet,

mistake me not, Athenians ; when our public ca-

lamities are the subject of your conversation, say

not that we owe them entirely to a single person.

No, not to one
;

let heaven and earth bear witness ?

but to many abandoned traitors in the several states,

in which number he stands distinguished : he, whom,

if no regards controlled me, I should not scruple

to pronounce the accursed d^troyor of persons.
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places, cities, all that were involved in the general

overthrow. For the sower of the seed is surely the

author of the whole harvest of mischief. Asto-

nishing indeed it is, that you can behold him,

and not instantly turn away with horror from an

object so detestable. But this is the elfect of that

thick cloud, in which the truth has lain concealed.

And thus, from touching- slightly on the designs

which he pursued against his country, I am led

naturally to those measures in which I was myself

engaged, in opposition to such traitorous designs.

They demand our attention for various reasons

;

chiefly, because it would be shameful, when I have

laboured in your service with indefatigable zeal, to

refuse to hear my services recounted.—No sooner

then did I perceive the Thebans, I might have said

the Athenians also, deceived so effectually by those

agents which Philip’s gold had secured in each

slate, as to look with indifference upon an object

equally formidable to both, 1 mean the increasing

power of this prince : no sooner did I see them re-

sign all thoughts of guarding against this progress

;

and, in defiance of their common danger, ready

to encounter each other, in mutual enmity ; than 1

roused all my vigilance, exerted my incessant ef-

forts, to prevent such rupture. This I considered

as a real service to my country ; and not upon my
own judgment only : 1 had the authority of Ari-

stophon and Eubulus to confirm me : men who had

ever laboured to effect this scheme of union be-

tween the two states :
(however violent their oppo-
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sition upon other points, in this they ever were

agreed :) men who, when living, were persecuted

by thy abject flattery
;
yet now, when they are no

more, thou presumest to arraign their conduct. So
lost art thou to shame ! Yes, thou scandal to hu-

manity ! for whatever is urged against me, with re-

spect to Thebes, aifects their characters much more
than mine. They had declared loudly for this al-

liance long before it was proposed by me.—-But I

have digressed too far. When ./Escliines Imd ef-

fected this Amphissaean war; when his traitorous

co-adjutors had possessed our minds witli animo-

sity against the Thebans ; the great secret of that

confusion raised among the slates was now disco-

vered. Philip marched directly to attack us. And
had we not been suddenly awakened to a vigorous

exertion of our powers, the danger must have over-

whelmed us ; so far had these men carried on their

desperate design.—But, to form a perfectjudgment
of the terms on which we then stood with Thebes,
consult your own decrees, and the answers received

on this occasion.—Take them.—Read.

A Decree.

*' In the archonship of Heropythus, on the twenty-
" fifth day of the month Elaphebolion, the Erecthian
“

tribe presiding, the senate and generals came to

" the following resolution :

“ Whereas Philip hath possessed himself of
“ some adjacent cities, and demolished others, and
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“
for this commission from the senate ; and liuno-

“ mus from the j)eoplc, in quality of herald.”

Now read the answer.

Philip’s Answer lo the Alhenians.

“ Philip, kin."' of Maccdon, to the senate and

“ people of Athens, health.

“ How you have been afiected towards us from

“ the beginning, xve arc by no means ignorant : nor

“of that assiduity with which you have laboured

to bring over to your party the Thessalians, the

“ Thebans, and even the Iiu?otians. As these peo-

“ pie had just ideas of their real interests, and have

“ refused to submit to your direction, when you
“

find yourselves disappointed, you send heralds

and ambassadors to us, to put us in mind of for-

“ mer treaties ; and you demand a truce, although

“ you have in no one instance felt the force of our

“ arms. I, on my part, have admitted your ambas-

“ sadors to an audience. I agree lo your demands,
“ and am ready to grant the cessation which you
“ require, provided that you remove your evil coun-

“ sellors, and brand them with the infamy which they

“so justly merit. Farewell.”

The Answer to the Thebans.

“ Philip, king of Macedon, to the senate and

" people of Thebes, health.
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I Iiave received your letter, wherein you take

notice of the liarmony and peace sub.sisting- bc-
“ tween us. I am informed that the Athenians
“

liave been assiduous in their solicitations, to pre-
“ vail upon you to comply with them in those de-

“ mands which they have lately made. I must
“ confe.ss I formerly imagined that 1 have disco-

“ vered some disposition in your state, to be in-
“ tluenced by tlieir promises, and to acquiesce in

their measures : but now 1 have received full as-

“ surances of your attachment to us, and of your
“ resolutions to live in peace, ralher than to submit

“ to the guidance of foreign counsels. I feel the

“ sincerest satisfaction, and highly applaud your
“ conduct ; and more particularly as, by your ad-

“ herence <0 us, you have in the most effectual

“ manner provided for your interesis and safety.

“ Persevere in the same sentiments, and in a short

“ time I hope you will experience their good effects.

“ Parewcll.”

Thus, successful in confirming the mutual sepa-

ration of our states, and elevated by these decree.s

and these replies, Philip now leads his forces for-

ward, and seizes Elatma :
presuming that, at all

events, Athens and Thebes never could unite. You
are no strangers to the confusion which this event

raised within these walls. Yet permit me to relate

some few striking circumstances of our own con-

sternation.—It was evening. A courier arrived,

and, repairing to the presidents of the senate, in-

formed them that Elatma was taken. In a moment
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some started from supper* ; ran to the public place ;

drove the traders from their stations, and set fire to**

their sheds : Son»e sent round to call the generals ;

others clamoured for the trumpeter Thus was

the city one scene of (umult. The next morn-

ing, by dawn of day, the presidcnls summoned the

senate. Tlic people were instantly collected ; and,

before any regular authority could convene their as-

sembly, the whole body of citizens had taken their

places above. 'I'iien tlic senate entered ; the pre-

sidents reported their advices, and produced the

courier. lie repeated his intelligence. The herald

then asked in form, Wiio chooses to speak ? All

was silence. The invitation was frequently re-

peated : still no man rose
;
though the generals,

though the ordinary speakers were all present ;

though the voice of Athens then called on some

man to speak and save her. For surely the regular

and legal proclamation of the herald may be fairly

deemed the voice of Athens.— If an honest solici-

tude for the preservation of the state had, on this

occasion, been sutficient to call forlii a speaker

;

then, my countrymen, ye must have all arisen and

« From supper, i. e. from tlie lablc provided at the expense of

the public, for sucli citizens as had been distin^'uisiied by their

services and merits.

Set Jirt to, &c. Wollius asks why ? and for what purpose?

The answer, 1 iippreliend, is obvious : To clear the place for an

assembly; and in their confusion and iinpalienee they took the

speediest and most violent method.

* The trumpeter. Possibly to summon the assembly on this

extraordinary occasion, when there was no leisure nor opportu-

nity for the regular and usual method of convening the citizens.
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crowded to llie gallery : for well I know this ho-

nest solicitude had full possession of your hearts. If

wealth had obliged a man to speak, the three

hundred’ must have risen. If patriot zeal and
wealth united were the qualilication necessary for

the speaker, then should we have heard those gene-

rous citizens, whose beneficence was afterwards dis-

played so nobly in the service of the state; for their

beneficence proceeded from tins union of wealth

and patriot zeal. But the occasion, tlie great day,

it seems, called not only for a well-affected and an

adlucnt citizen, but for the man who had traced

these affairs to their very source ; who had formeil

tile exactest judgment of Philip’s motives, of his

secret intentions, in this his conduct. He who was

not perfectly informed of these, he who had not

watched the whole progress of his actions with con-

summate vigilance ;
however zealously affected to

tlie state, however blest with wealth ; was in nowise

better qualified to conceive or to propose the mea-

sures, which your interest demanded, on an occasion

so critical. On that day then 1 was the man who

stood forth. And the counsels I then proposed may
now merit your attention, on a double account: first

to convince you that, of all your leaders and mini-

sters, I was the only one who maintained the post of

a zealous patriot in your extremity, whose words

and actions were devoted to your service, in the

* The THREE HUNDRED, i. €. tile body of richer citizens who

were to advance money for Ihe exigencies of the state. See

Note, (*’), on Olyuiliiuu I. vol. i. p. 50.
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midst of public conslcriinlion ; and, secondly, to

enable you to judge more clearly of my other ac-

tions, by granting a little time to tins.— My speech

then was thus

:

" They who arc thrown into all this confusion,

“ from an opinion that the Thebans are gained over

“ to the intcrcsls of Philip, seem to me entirely

“ ignorant of tlic juesent state of aflairs. Were
" this the case, 1 am convinced ye would now hear,

“ not that he was at Elatma, but on our very fron-

“ tier. His intent, (I clearly sec it,) in seizing this

“ post, is to facilitate lii.s schemes in l^licbcs. At-

“ tend, and I shall now explain the circumstances

“ of that state. Those of its citizens, whom his

“ gold could corrupt, or his artifice deceive, arc all

“ at his devotion ; those who at first opposed, and

“ continue to oppose him, he finds incapable of

“ being wrought upon. What then is his design ?

“ Why hath lie seized Elatma?—That, by drawing

up In's forces, and displaying his powers upon the

“ borders of Thebes, he may inspire Ids adherents

“ with confidence and elevation, and strike such

“ terror into his adversaries, that fear or force,

“ may drive them into those measures they have

“ hitherto opposed. If then wc arc resolved, in

“ this conjuncture, to cherish the remembrance of

“ every unkindness we may have received from the

“ Thebans ; if we regard them with suspicion, as

“ men who have ranged them on the side of our
‘‘ enemy

;
w© shall, in the first place, act agreeably

“ to Philip’s warmest wishes : and then 1 am ap-
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“ prcliensive, tliat I lie party who now oppose liini

“ may bo bronchi over to his intoresb the whole
“ city ticclare unanimously in his favour, and The-
bes and INlaoodon fall with their united force on

“ Attica. Grantthcduc attention to what I shall

“ propose; let it be calmly weighed, without dispute
“ or cavil

; and I doubt not but that my counsels

may direct you to the best and most salutary mea-
‘‘ sures, and dispel the dangers now impending over
“ tliQ state. What then do 1 propose?— Firsts shake

off that terror which hath ])ossesscd your minds,

and, instead of fearing for yourselves, fear for the

Thebans ; tliey are more immediately exposed,

“ and must be the first to feci the danger. In the

“ next place, let all those of the age for military ser-

'' vice, both infantry and cavalry, march instantly to

Eleusis, that Greece may see that you too are

“ assembled in arms
;
and your friends in Thebes

“ be emboldened to assert tlicir rights ; when they

“are assured, that, as they who have sold their

“ country to the Macedonian, have a force at Elataea

“ to support them, you too stand prepared to sup-

“ port their antagonists. 1 recommend it, in the last

“ place, that you nominate ten amliassadors, who,

“ with the generals, shall have full authority to de-

“ termine the time and all other circumstances of

“ this march. When these ambassadors shall arrive

“ at Thebes, how are they to conduct this great af-

“ fair ? This is a point worthy your most serious at-

“ tention. Make no demands at all of the The-

“ Jbans : at this juncture, it would be dishonourable.

“ Assure them that your forces are ready, and but
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“ wait their orders, to marcli to their support : as

“ you arc deeply affected l)y their danger, and have

“ been so happy as to foresee, and to guard against

“ it. If they are prevailed on to embrace tliese

“ overtures, we sliall effectuate our great purpose,

“ and act with a dignity worthy of our stale ;
but,

should it happen that wo arc not so successful,

“ whatever misfortunes they may suffer, to them-

“ selves they shall be imputed ; while your conduct

“ shall appear, in no one instance, inconsistent with

“ the honour and renown of Athens.”

These and other like particulars did 1 suggest.

1 came down amidst the universal applause of tlie

assembly, w ithout one word of opposition or dissent.

Nor did 1 thus speak, without proposing my decree

in form ; nor did 1 propose my decree, without

proceeding on the embassy ; nor did I proceed on

the embassy, without prevailing on the Thebans.

From first to last, my conduct was uniform, my
perseverance invariable, my whole powers entirely

devoted to repel the dangers then encompassing tlie

stale. Produce the decree made on this occasion.

Say, yEschincs, wliat character are we to ascribe

to you, on that great day ? And, in what light am
1 to be considered ? As a Battalus, the odious name

your scorn and malice have given me ? And you, a

hero of no ordinary rank, a dramatic hero, a Cres-

phontes, a Creon, or an Qi^nomiius, the character in

which your vile performance was punished with

such heavy stripes On that day our country bad

full proof that I, the Battalus, could perform more
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worthy services than you, tlic (Enotnaus. You per-

formed no services at all : I discharged the duty of a

faithful citizen in the amplest manner.

The Decree.

“ in the archonship of Nausicles, tlic Aiantidian

“ tribe presiding, on the sixteenth day of the month
“ Scirropliorion, Demosthenes the son of Demo-
” sthenes, of the Pmanian tribe, proposed this

“ decree.

“ Whereas, Philip, king of the Macedonians,

“ hath, in various times past, violated the treaty of

“ peace subsisting between him and the state of

“ Athens, in open contempt of his most solemn

“ engagements, and of all that is esteemed sacred

“ in Greece; possessing himself of cities to wliich

he had no claim <»' pretensions, reducing some to

“ slavery that were under the Athenian jurisdic-

tion
;

and this, without any previous injury

“ committed on the part of Athens. And, whereas,

“ he, at this time, perseveres in his outrages and

“ cruelty, imposing his garrisons on the cities of

“ Greece, subverting their constitutions, enslaving

“ their inhabitants, and rasing their walls; in some,

“ dispossessing the Greeks, and establishing bar-

“ barians ;
abandoning the temples and sepulchres

“ to their inhuman rage, (actions agreeable to his

“ country and his manners,) insolent in his present

" fortune, and forgetful of that moan origin from

“ whence he hath arisen to this unexpected power.
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“ And, whereas, while the Athenian people beheld

“ him cxtcn(lin!>' his dominion over slates and
“ countries lik«- his ow-h, Imrbarous and tJetnehed

“ from Greece, they deemed themselves little af-

“ fected or injured by such coiujuests
;
but now,

“ when Grecian cities arc insulted by bis arms, or

“ totally subverted, they conceive it would
“ be unwarrantable and unworthy cf the glory of

“ their iUrntnous ancestors, to look on with indif-

“ ference, while t|ie Greeks arc tiM» reduced to

“ slavery. — For tfiese^ rcii^s, the sionate and
“ PEOPLE OF Athens, (witli due veneration to the

“ gods and heroes, guardians of the Athenian city

“ and territory, whose aid they now implore ; and

with due attention to the virtue of their ancestors,

“ to whom the general liberty of Greece was ever

“ dearer than the particular interest of their own
“

state,) have resolved :

“ That a fleet of two hundred vessels shall

“ be sent to sea, (the admiral to cruise within the

“ streights of Therniopylai :) That the generals and
“ commanders, both of horse and foot, shall march
“ with their respective forces (9 Elcusis : That
“ ambassadors shall be sent to the'i's'liitcs of Greece

;

“ and particularly to the Thebans, as the present

“•situation of Philip threatens their confines more
“ immediately : That these ambassadors shall be

“ instructed to exhort them not to be terrified by

“ Philip but to exert themselves in defence of

“ their own liberty, and that of Greece ; to assure

“ them, that the people of Athens, far from har-
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“ bouring the least rcsciitmcnt, on account of any
“ former dilfercnccs wliicli niiglU have alienated their

“ states from each other, are ready to support tlicin

" with all Uieir powers, their treasures, their forces,

atui their arms; well knowing that, to contend
“ for sovereignty among them^selves, is an honour
“ to the Greeks

; but to be ctbnthaniled by a fo-

“ reigner, or to sidfcr him to wrest from tijem their

“ superiority, is unworthy of the Grecian dignity,

“ and the glorious actions of their ancestors:—To
“ assure them, tliat the Athenian people do not

“ look on tlmse of Thebes as aliens, but as kins-

“ men and countrymen ; that the good offices con-

“ ferred on Thebes, by tlieir progenitors, are ever

“ fresh in their memor}', who restored the descen-

“ dants of Hercules to their hereditary dominions,

“ from which they had been expelled by tlic Pelo-
“ ponnesians, and, by force of arms, subdued all

“ those who opposed themselves to that illustrious

“ family ; who kindly entertained (Edipus and his

“ adlicrents, in the time of their calamity ; and
“ who have transmitted many other monuments of

“ tlieir aflcction and respect to Thebes :—That the

“ people of Athens, therefore, will not, at this cori-

“ juncture, desert the cause of Thebes and Greece

;

“ but are ready to enter into engagements, defen-

“ sive and offensive, with the Thebans, cemented

“ and confirmed by a mutual liberty of intermar-

“ riage, and by the oaths of each party, tendered and

“ accepted with all due solemnity. The ambassadors

“ chosen on this occasion are, Demosthenes, Hype-
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rides, Mncsitliidcs, Democrales, and Callacs-

“ cliriis.”

Here nas the foundation laid, here was the first

establishment of our interest in Tiicbes. Hitherto

the traitors had been too successful ; and all was

animosity, aversion, and suspicion, between the

cities. But, by this decree, that danger which hung

lowering over our state, was in an instant dissipated

like a vapour.—And surely it was the duty of an

honest citizen, if lie had any better measures to

propose, to have declared them publicly, not to have

cavilled now. For the counsellor and the syco-

phant arc characters entirely difierent in every par-

ticular ; but in this arc tl)ey more especially dis-

tinguished from each other, that the one fairly de-

clares his opinion previous to tlie event ; and makes

himself accountable to those he hath influenced, to

fortune, to the times, to the world : while the other

is silent when he ought to speak ; but when some

melancholy accident hath happened, he dwells on

this with the most invidious censure. That was the

time (I repeat it) for a man sincerely attached to

his country, and to truth. Yet, such is my confi-

dence in the abundant merits of my cause, that if

any man can, now, point out a better course, nay,

if there be any course at all, but that which I pur-

sued, 1 shall confess myself criminal ; for if any

more expedient conduct hath been now discovered,

1 allow that it ought not to have escaped me. But

if there neither is, nor was, nor can be, such a con-
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duct pointed out, no, not at this day, \^hat was

the part of your minister ? was it not to choose tho

best of such measures as occurred : of such as were

really in his power? And this I did (idiischines !)

when the herald asked in due form, “ who chooses

" to address the people ?” Not “ who will inveig-Ii

“ against things past?” Not “ who will answer for

“ things to come?” In this juncture you kept your

scat in the assembly without uttering one word. I

rose up and spoke.— Well, though you were then

silent, yet, now explain your sentiments. Say, what

expedient was there, wliich I should have devised ?

What favourable juncture was lost to the slate, by

my means ? What alliance, what scheme of conduct

was there, to which 1 should have rather led my fel-

low-citizens ? Not that the lime once elapsed is ever

made the subject of debate ; for that time, no man

ever suggests expedients. It is the coming, or the

present juncture which demands the offices of a

counsellor. And in that juncture, when some of

our misfortunc.s, it seems, were coming on, some

were already present, consider my intention ; d(*

not point your malice at the event. The final issue

of all human actions depends on God. Do not then

impute it as my olfcncc, that Philip was victorious in

the battle. This is an event determined by God, not

by me. Let it be proved that 1 did not take every

precaution which human prudence could suggest

,

that I did not exert myself with integrity, with assi-

duity, with toil even greater than my strength;

that the conduct I pursued was not noble, was not

worthy of the state, was not necessary : let this be
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proved, and then accuse me. But, if a sudden clap

of thunder, if a furious tempest burst at once upon

us, and laid prostrate not our state alone, but every

state in Greece :—What then ? Am I to be accused?

With equal justice miglit the trader, who sends out

his vessel equipped and furnished for a voyage, be

deemed guilty of her wreck, wlien she had encoun-

tered a storm so violent, as to indamage, nay, to

tear down her tackle, lie might plead thus, “1
“ was not pilot in the voyage.” Nor was 1 com-

mander of your army ; nor I master of Fortune.

She it is who commands the world. ^—And let this

be duly weighed ; if, when the Thebans engaged

on our side, we wcj’C yet fated to this calamity ;

what were we to expect, if they had not only been

detached from us, but united with our enemy, in

compliance with all his urgent solicitations. If,

when the armies fought at a distance of three days

march from Attica, such danger and consternation

fell on this city, wliat if the defeat had happened in

our own territory ? Think ye that we could have,

stood ? That we could have assembled here ? That

we could have breathed ^ The respite of one day (at

lea.st of two or three) is oftentimes of signal moment

to the preservation of a people.—In the other case

— But I cannot bear to mention what wc must have

suffered, if this state had not been protected by the

favour of some god, and the interposition of this

alliance, the perpetual subject (/Eschines) of your

clamorous malice.

All this particular discussion is addressed to you,
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ye Judges, and to tliose anditors who stand round
the tribunal. As to tliis miscreant, he needs but

one short and |)Iain reply. If you, yEschines, were
the only man among us who foresaw the issue

; it

was your duty to have foretold it to your country-

men : if you did not foresee it, you are as account-

able for sucli ignorance as any oilier citizen. What
better right then have you to urge this as a crime

against me, than I to accuse you upon the same oc-

casion ? When, at this juncture, not to mention

others, I approved myself so far a better citizen than

you, as I was entirely devoted to what appeared the

true interest of iny country ;
not nicely weighing,

not once considering my private danger; while you

never proposed any better measures ; else vve had

adopted these; nor, in the proseculion of these,

were vve assisted by any service of yours. No, the

event discovered, that your conduct had been such

as the basest, the most inveterate enemy to this state

must have pursued. And observable indeed it is, that

at the very time when Aristratus at Naxus, and Ari-

stolaus at Thassus, equally the avowed foes ofAthens,

are harassing the Athenian partisans by prosccu-

tions ; here, .d^schines hath brought his accusation

against Demosthenes. But the man who derives

his consequence from the calamities of Greece,

should rather meet his own punishment than stand

up to prosecute another : the man whose interests

are advanced by conjunctures most favourable to

those of our public enemies, can never, surely, be a

friend to our country. And, that this is your case

your life, your actions, the measures you have pur-

sued, the measures you have declined, all demon-
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strate. Is there any thing effected, which promises

advantage to the state .^schines is mute. Are

we crossed by an untoward accident iEschines

arises. Just as our old sprains and fractures again

become sensible, when any malady hath attacked

our bodies.

But, since he hath insisted so much upon the

event, i shall hazard a bold assertion. But, in the

name of Heaven, let it not be deemed extravagant

:

let it be weighed with candour. I say then, that

had we all known what fortune was to attend our

elforts ; had wc all foreseen the final issue ;
had

you foretold it, yEschines ; had you bellowed out

your terrible denunciations ; (you whose voice was

never heard ;) yet, even in such a case, must this

city have pursued the very same conduct, if she had

retained a thought of glory, of her ancestors, or of

future times. For, thus, she could only have been

deemed unfortunate in her attempts : and misfor-

tunes arc the lot of all men, whenever it may please

Heaven to inflict them. But if that state which

once claimed the first rank in Greece had resigned

this rank, in time of danger, she had incurred the

censure of betraying the whole nation to the enemy.

— If we had indeed given up those points without

one blow, for which our fathers encountered every

peril, who would not have spurned you with scorn ?

^ou, the author ofsuch conduct, not the state, or me ?

In the name of Heaven, say with what face could

we have met those foreigners who sometimes visit

us, if such scandalous supineness on our part had

brought affairs to their present situation ? If Philip
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had been chosen general of the Grecian army, and
some other state had drawn the sword against this

insidious nomination ? And fought the battle, un-

assisted by the Athenians ; that people who, in an-

cient times, never preferred inglorious security to

honourable danger ? What part of Greece, what
part of tlie barbarian world has not heard, that the

Thebans, in their period of success ; that the Lace-

demonians, whose power was older and more exten-

sive ; that the king of Persia, would have cheerfully

and joyfully consented that this state should enjoy

her own dominions, together with an accession of

territory ample as her wishes, upon this condition,

that she should receive law, and sullcr another state

to preside in Greece ? But, to Athenians, this Avas a

condition unbecoming their descent, intolerable to

their spirit, repugnant to their nature. Athens

never was once known to live in a slavish, though a

secure, obedience to unjust and arbitrary power.

No ; our whole history is one series of noble con-

tests for pre-eminence ; the whole period of our ex-

istence hath been spent in braving dangers, for the

sake of glory and renown. And so highly do you

esteem such conduct, so consonant to the Athenian

character, that those of your ancestors who were

most distinguished in the pursuit of it, are ever the

most favourite objects of your praise. And with

reason. For who can reflect without astonishment

upon the magnanimity of those men, who resigned

their lands, gave up their city, and embarked in their

ships, to avoid the odious state of subjection ? Who
chose Themistocles, the adviser of this conduct, to

VOL. n. z
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command their forces
;
and, when CrysilAis proposed

that they should yield to the terms prescribed^

stoned him to death ? Nay, tlie public indignation

was not yet allayed. Your very wives inflicted the

same vengeance on his wife. For the Athenians of

that day looked out for no speaker, no general, to

procure them a state of prosperous slavery. They

had the spirit to reject even life, unless they were

allowed to enjoy that life in freedom. For it was a

principle fi.xed deeply in every breast, that nmn was

not born to his parents only, bat to his country.

And mark the distinction. He who regards him-

self as born only to bis parents, waits in passive

submission fur tlie hour of his natural dissolution.

He who considers that he is tlie child of his country

also, is prepared to meet his fate freely, rather than

behold that country reduced to vassalage : and thinks

those insults and di.sgraccs which be must meet, in

a state emslavcd, much more terrible than deatli.

Should I then attempt to as.sert, that it was 1 who

inspired you with sentiments worthy of your an-

cestors, I should meet the just resentment of every

hearer. No : it is my point to shew, that such

sentiments are properly your own
; that they were

the sentiments of my country, long before my days.

1 claim but my share of merit, in having acted on

such principles, in every part of my administration.

He then who condemns every part of my admini-

stration, he who directs you to treat me with seve-

rity, as one who hath involved the state in tcrroi’s

and dangers, while he labours to deprive me of

present honour, robs you of the applause of all pv'^-
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ferity. lAir if you now pronounce, t'lat, as my public

conduct liatli not been right, Ctesiphon must stand

condemned, it must l)e thought that you yourselves

liavc acted wrong, not that you owe your present

slate to tlie caprice of fortune.— But it cannot be!

N»», my countrymen ! it cannot be that you have

acted wrong, in encountering danger bravely, for

tlie liberty and tin' safety of all Greece. No! by

those generous souls of ancient limes, who were ex-

posed at Marathon ! By tho.se who stood arrayed at

Flat;ca ! By tho.sc who encountered the Persian

fleet at Salamis, who touglit at Artemisium 1 By all

(hose illustrious sons of Athens, whose remains lie

deposited in the public monuments! All of whom
I'eceived the. same honourable interment from their

country : not tho.se only who prevailed, not those

only who were victorious,—And with reason. What
was the part of gallant men, tliey all performed !

their success was such as the Supreme Director of

the world dispensed t(t each.

— ^V"ell then, thou miscreant, thou abject scri-

vener, thou who, to rob me of the honours and the

aireetions of these my countrymen, talkcst of battle.s,

of trophies, of brave deeds of old ; And what are

these, or any of these, to the present cause ? Say,

thou vile player, when 1 assumed tlie character of a

public counsellor, and on an oliject so important as

the natural pre-eminence of my country, with what

principles sliould 1 have arisen to speak ? Those of

suggesting measures tinworthy of my countrymen ?

X 2
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Then must I have mot that dcatlt I merited.

And when the interests of the state come before

you, your minds, my fellow-citizens, should be pos-

sessed with an extraordinary degree of elevation,

beyond what is necessary in private causes. When
these are to be decided, you have only to consider

the ordinary transactions of the world, the tenour of

your laws, and the nature of private facts. But in

questions of state, you are to look up to your illus-

trious ancestors
; and every judge is to suppose, that,

with the symbols of his authority, he is also invested

with the high character of his country. Thus, and

thus only, shall he determine on such questions, in a

manner worthy of these his ancestors.

But I have been so transported by mentioning

the acts of your predecessors, that there are some

decrees and some transactions that have escaped me.

1 return, then, to the points from whence I thus di-

gressed. Upon our arrival at Thebes, we there

found the ambassadors of Philip, those of the Thes-

salians and the other confederates, all assembled ;

our friends in terror, his party elevated. That this

is not asserted merely to serve my present purpose,

I appeal to that letter which we, the ambassadors,

instantly dispatched on this occasion. Yet, so tran-

scendent is the virulence of this man, that, if in any

instance our designs have been effectual, he ascribes

it to the Juncture of affairs, not to me : in every in-

stance where they have been defeated, he charges all

to me, and to my evil genius. It seems, then, that I,
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the speaker and counsellor, can claim no share of

merit in such advanlajrcs ns have been gained by

speaking and by counsel ; but where our arms have

been unsuccessful, where the conduct of a war hath

been unfortunate, 1 am loaded willi the whole blame.

Can vve conceive a temper more cruel, more exe-

crable in its malice ? Read the letter.

'I he Lellcv is here read.

The assembly was now convened. The deputies

«f Macedon were, first admitted to an audience, as

they appeared in tlic cliaractor of allies. They rose

up and addressed themselves to the people; lavish-

ing their praises upon Philip, urging many articles

of accusation against you, and dwelling upon every

act of opposition which you had ever made to Thebes.

This was the sum of all : they called upon the

Thebans to make the due return (o the benefits con-

ferred by Philip, and to inllict due vengeance for

the injuries received from you : and for this they

had their option, either to allow the Macedonian a

free passage through their territory, or to unite with

him in the invasion of Attica. It was clearly proved,

as they alTected to suppose, that if their counsels

were embraced, the cattle, slaves, and all the wealth

of Attica must be transferred to Boeotia ; but, that

our overtures tended to expose Boiotia to all the

havoc of the war. these (hey added many

Other particulars, all tending to the same purpose.

And, now, 1 should esteem it my greatest happiness

to lay before you the whole detail of what we urged
\
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in reply. But you, I fear, are too sensible, that

these things arc past, that the torroiit lialh since

broken in, and, as it were, overwhelmed all our af-

fairs; and tlierefore must think it useless and odious

to speak of these things at all. 1 sliall tlierefore

confine myself to the resolutions we obtained, and

the answer returned to you. Take them : read.

The anszLcr of the Thebans is here read.

In conse<iiience of these their resolution.s, tliey

called yon forth
;

tl.ey invited yon in due form.

You inarclictl, yon came to tlieir support : and, w ith

such atfcctionate confidence were you received, (for

1 pass over tlic intermediate tran.sactions,) that,

while their army, both infantry and cavalry, were

stationed without tlic walls, your forces were ad-

mitted into their city, were received into their

houses, amidst their children, their wive.s, all that

they held most dear. .\nd thus, in one day, did the

'I'hebans give lliree the most pnfilic aiul most ho-

nourable testimonies to your merit
;
one to your

valour, another to your justice, and a third to your

continence. For, by determining to unite (heir

arms with ynur.s, rather than to light against you,

they declared their .sense of your superior valour, as

well a.s the superior justice of your cause
;
and, by

intrusting to your disposal, what tl.ey and all man-

kind are most solicitous to protect, their children

and their wives, they deuion-stratcd an absolute re-

liance on your strict continence ; and your conduct
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oonfirmcd these their sentimctits in every particu-

lar ; for, from the moment tliat our army appeared

Avithin their walls, no man ever could complain of

any one instance of your injurious demeanour;
sue!) purity of manners did you display. And, in

the two first engagements*, that of the river, and

that fought in winter, you approved yourselves not

l)lame!e.ss only, but worthy of admiration, in disci-

pline, in judgment, in alacrity. Hence, other states

were engaged in praises of your conduct, ours in

siicriiices and religious processions.—And here I

would gladly ask . ICschines this question, Whether,

in the^coursc of these events, when the city was one

scene of unbounded joy and acclamation, he took

bis part in our religious rites, and shared in the ge-

neral fe.stivity ; or shut himself in his chamber,

grieved, alllicted, and provoked at the successes of

his country ? If he appeared, if he was then found

among his follow-citizens, what injustice, nay, what

impiety is this, when he had solemnly called Hea-

ven to witness that he approved these measures,

to desire that you should condemn them by your

present sentence
;
you who, by your oath, have

made as solemn an appeal to Heaven ? If he did not

appear, is not that man worthy of a thousand deaths,

who looks with grief on those events which fill his

countrymen with joy ? Head these decrees !

C

^ jdnd, in the two first engagements. These, wherever fought,

have been considcrod by historians as of too little consequence

k> be rocordofl. And the extravagance of joy with whichdhe

accounts of them were received, strongly mark tlic levity of the

Alhenian character.
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7'he Decrees relative to the Sacrifices arc here read.

Thus were we, then, engaged in sacrificing to the

gods ; the Thebans, in acknowledging that we had

been their deliverers. Thus, the people wlio had

been reduced, by the machinations of my adversary

and his faction, to the condition of seeking assist-

ance, were raised, by my counsels, to that of grant-

ing it to others. And wiiat the style was which

Philip then adopted, what his confusion at these

events, you may learn from his own letters sent to

Peloponnesus. Take them : read : thus shall you

see, that my perseverance, my journeys, my fatigues,

as well as niy various decrees, now the object of his

malice, were by no means ineffectual. And per-

mit me to observe, that this state afforded numbers

of able and illustrious speakers before my time.

Such were Callistratus, Aristophon, Cephalus,

Thrasybulus, and a thousand others. And yet, of

all these, not one ever devoted his whole jiowens,

upon all occasions, to the service of his country.

He who moved the decree, did no4 charge himself

with the embassy
;
he who went ambas.sador, was

not author of the decree. Each reserved to himsell

a respite from busincs.s, and, in case of accident, a

resource.——But I may be asked, “ What ! are you

" 80 superior to other men in powers and confi-

“ dence, that you can do all yourself?” 1 say

not 80. But such and so alarming’ was my sense ot

the danger then impending over us, that 1 thought

It no time for private considerations for entertaining
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any tliouglit of personal security, for conceiving any

better hopes than that all the powers of every citizen

might possibly ell'ect the necessary service. As to

myself, I was persuaded, not perhaps on solid

grounds,—yet I was persuaded, that no mover of de-

crees could frame more useful decrees than I ; no

agent, in the execution of them, could execute them

more clTcctually ; no ambassador could proceed on

his embassy with greater vigour and integrity. And

hetice did I assume all these functions.— <—Read

Philip’s letters.

The Lcllers arc read.

To such condescension did I reduce this prince.

Yes, .Tischines, by me was ho obliged to use such

language : he, who, on all former occasions treated

this state witli so much insolence and arrogance.

And my fellow-citizens repaid these my services

with the honour of a crown. You were present,

yet ac<piie.sced. Diondas, who traversed this grant,

could not obtain a fifth of the sutfrages. Read the

decrees.

The Decrees are read.

Here are decrees framed literally in the same

terms with those which Aristonicus had before pro-

posed, and that which Ctesiphon hath now moved :

Decrees which /Kscliines hath neither impeached,

nor united in the impeachment brought against

‘their author. And surely, if this his present accu-
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salion be justly foiiiulcd, he ruig’ht have prosecuted

Dcmcmoles wlio proposed tlieiu, and llypcrides,

with much more reason than Ctesiphon. And wliy ?

Because Ctesiphon can appeal to tliese men, and the

decisions of your courts in tlicir case, lie can plead

that yEschines never attempted to accuse them,

though their decrees were conceived in the same

terms with his. lie can urge the illegality of com-

mencing a prosecution on a case already decided.

Not to mention other reasons. Whereas, in the

former suit, the cause was to be su])ported only by

its merits, without any previous considerations in

its favour. Hut he could not tlien have pursued his

present method, lie could not have scarclied old

chronicles, to support his malicious charge : he could

not have ransacked our archives, for scraps of obso-

lete decrees, never once thougiit of, never once con-

ceived as in any degree applicable to the present

case: he could not have made up a plausible ha-

rangue, by confounding date.s, and disguising facts,

with all (he arts of falsehood, instead of staling

them fairly. No; he must have deduced all his

arguments from trnlhs recent, from facts well re-

membered
;

ail lying, as it were, before you. Hence

did he decline the immediate <liscus.sion of the.se

transactions ; but brings his charge now, after so

long an interval ; as if this were a contest in a

school of rhetoric, not a real inquiry into public

alfairs. Ves; he must suppose that you are now

to judge of spceche.s not of political transactions.

—Then observe his soj)hislical craft. He tells yon,

that whatever o[>inions you had formed of us both.
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on comit)<>' hither they must be forgotten ; tliat you
are to judge of what appears on this e.xaminatioii,

like men settling an account of money. You may
have conceived that a balance is yet due; but when
you find the accounts cleared, and that nothing re-

mains, you must ac(juicsce.—And here you may
observe how dangerous it is to rely on any argu-
ment not founded on truth : for by this subtle simi-

litude lie hath confc-ssed, that you came hither

firmly persuaded tiiat I have ever spoken for my
country

; he, for Philip. For he could not have
attempted to alter your persuasion, unless yo\i had
been thus persuaded, with respect to each. And,
that he is not justly warranted to demand such alte-

ration, 1 shall now demonstrate
; not by the help of

figures (for w'c are not counting money), but by

a short summary of my services, which 1 shall sub-

mit to you, my hearers, both as examiners and as

vouchers of my account.

J5y my conduct, then, which he treats with such

severity, the T'hebans, instead of joining with the

Macedonian in an invasion of our territory, as vve

all expected, united with us, and prevented that in-

vasion.—The war, instead of raging here in Attica,

was confined to the district of Boeotia, at a distance

of seventy stadia from the city.—Our coast, instead

of being exposed to all the rapine of the Euboean
corsairs, was preserved in tranquillity during the

whole war.—Instead of Philip’s becoming master

of the Hellespont, by the possession of Byzantium,

the Byzantines joined with us, and turned their arms

against him. Are we then to use figures and ac-
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counts in examining transactions, and shall these

articles be erased from the account ? Shall we not

rather labour to perpetuate their remembrance ?

—

1 do not set it down as an additional article, that

the cruelty which Philip was known to exercise to-

wards those he had reduced, was all felt by other

states, while we happily reaped all the fruit of that

humaneness which he well knew howto assume,when

some future schemes were to be advanced. I do

not insist on this.

—But one thing- I shall assert with less reserve

:

That he who enters on a fair inquiry into the con-

duct of any minister without descending- to a mali-

cious prosecution, must scorn the mean arts which

you have practised, of inventing metaphors, and

mimicking plirases and gestures. It essentially con-

cerns the interests of Greece, no doubt, that I use

this, and reject that phrase ;
that I should move my

arm this way, and not to that side. No: the fair

inquirer would consider the state of facts
; would

examine what resources, what powers we possessed,

when I first entered on affairs ; what accessions I

procured to these and what were the circumstances

of our enemies. If 1 had really weakened the powers

of my country, such iniquitous conduct should be

detected: if 1 had considerably increased them, your

malice should not have pursued me. But us you

have avoided this method, I shall adopt it. And to

you, my hearers, I appeal for the truth of what I

now deliver.

First, then, as to our powers at this juncture:
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vve commanded but the islands ; and not all of

these ; only tlie weakest of them. Neither Chios,

nor Rhodes, nor Corcyra were then ours. Of our
finances, the amount was forty-five talents ; and
even this sum had been anticipated. Of infantry

and cavalry, except those within our walls, we had
not any : and what was the circumstance most
alarming', and most favourable to our enemies, their

artifices had been so effectual, that the adjacent

states, Mcgara, Thebes, Euboea, were all inclined

to hostilities, rather than an alliance with us. Such

was the situation of our affairs. It cannot be de-

nied
;

it cannot be at all controverted. And now
consider those of Philip our antagonist. In the first

place, his power over all his followers was absolute

and uncontrolled ; the first great necessary article

in war. Then, their arms were ever in their hands.

Again, his finances were in the most flourishing

condition. In all his motions, he consulted only

with himself: he did not announce them by de-

crees, he did not concert them in a public assem-

bly ; he was not exposed to false accusers ; he was

not to guard against impeachments; he was not to

submit his conduct to examination : but was in all

things absolutely lord, leader and governor. To
this man was I opposed. It is but just that you

consider my circumstances. What did I command ?

Nothing. 1 had but the right of audience in our

assemblies ; a right which you granted to his hire-

lings equally with me. And, as often as they pre-

vailed against my remonstrances, (and oftentimes

•did they thus prevail, on various pretences,) were
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you driven (o resolutions highly favourahle to the

enemy. Loaded with all these difiicultics, I yet

brought over to your alliance theEuboians, Achmans,

Corinthians, Tliebans, Meg-areans, Leucadians, Cor-

cyrreans. And thus did we collect fifteen hundred

foot and two thousand horse, exclusive of our own
citizens. And thus were our finances enlarged, by

as ample subsidies as I could raise. .
•

If you insist on what ronlingents should strictly

have been required from the Thebans, or from the

Byzantines, or from the Eubmans ; if you talk of

jlividing the burden of the war in exact proportion
;

1 must, in the first place, inform you, that, when the

united fleet was drawn out to defend the interests of

Greece, the'w hole number of ships amounted to three

hundred ; and of these two hundred were supplied

by Athens, nor did we think ourselves aggrieved ;

nor did we prosecute those who had advised it ; nor

did we discover any marks of discontent. That

would have been shameful. No : we tliankcd the

gods, that when all Greece was threatened with

imminent danger, we were enabled to give twice as

much assistance to the comnion cause, as any other

state. And then—little is the public favour which

your malicious invectives against me can gain. For

why do you not now tell us what we should have

done ? Were you not then in the city ? W'ere you not

in the assembly ? Why did you not propose your

scheme, if it suited the circumstances of aflairs.^

For here was the point to be considered
;
what these

circumstances admitted, not what our wishes might
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suggest. Had \vc once rejected the alliance of any

people, tliere was one ready to purchase them,

to bid much higher for them, to receive them

with open arms. And, if my conduct , is now
questioned, what, if by any exact and scrupulous

demands, in my stipulations with the several states,

they had withdrawn their forces, and united with

our enemy
;

and, thus, Philip had been master

of Eub<Bn, Thebes, and llyzantium ? How busy

would these impious men have then been, how vio-

lent in their clamours ! Must tliey not have cried

out, that we had rejected these states ? Tliat we had

driven them from us, when they were courting* our

alliance ? That Philip was confirmed sovereign of

tlie Hellespont by the Hy zantincs? That the whole

corn-trade of Greece was at his disposal.?' That

'I'hebes had enabled him to jiush the w ar to our very

eonriues? 'Phat it had fallen with all its weight on

Attica ? 'riiat the sea was impassable, for that cor-

•sairs were perpetually issuing from Euboea ?

—

Should wc not have heard all this and more ?—

A

false accuser, (my countrymen !) is a monster, a dan-

gerous monster, querulous, and industrious in seek-

ing pretences of complaint. And such is the very

nature of this fox in human shape, a stranger to

every thing g*ood and liberal ; this theatrical ape,

this strolling player, this blundering haranguer !

—

For, of what use is this your vehemence to the pub-

lic?—do you waste it on transactions long since

past?—Just as if a physician should visit his infirm

and distempered patients, should never speak, never

prescribe the means of expelling their disorders;
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but when one of tliem had died, and the last offices

were performing <0 his remains, to march after to

the gmve, and there pronounce with all solemnity,

'' If tliis man had proceeded thus, and thus, he
“ would not have died.”—Infatuated wretcli ! and

dost thou vouchsafe to speak at last ?

As to the defeat, that incident in which you so

exult
!

(accursed wretch ! who should rather mourn

for it.) Jjook through my whole conduct, and ye

shall find nothing tlierc (hat brought down this

calamity upon my country. Let it be considered,

tliat there is no one instance in wliich the ambassa-

dors of Macedon ever prevailed against me, in any

of those states where I apeared as the ambassador

of Athens : not in Thes.«aly, nor in Ambracia, nor

in Illyria, nor among tl)e Thracian princes, nor in

Byzantium ;
in no one place ; no, nor in tlie last

debate at Thebes. But whatever was thus acquired

by my superiority over the ambassadors of Philip,

their master soon recovered by force of arms. And

this is urged as my offence. My adversary, even at

the very time that he affects to ridicule my weak-

ness, is so shameless as to require, that I in my

single person should conquer all the powers of the

Macedonian, and conquer them by words. What

else could I command ? I had no power over the

life of any one citizen, over the fortune of our sol-

diers, or the conduct of our armies, for which thou

art so absurd as to call me to account. In every

particular where a minister is accountable, there, let

your scrutiny be strict and severe. I never shall



O 11 A T 1 O N S. 353Orat, XIX.]

decline it. And vvliat are the dntie.s of a minister?

To watch the first rise of every incident, to foresee,

to forewarn his fellow-citizens. And this did I per-

form. To confine those evils within the narrowest

bounds, which are natural and necessary to be en*

countered in every state ; to restrain the fatal influ>

ence of irresolution, supinencss, prejudice, and ani-

mosity ; and, on the other liand, to dispose the

minds of men to concord and unanimity, to rouse

them to a vigorous defence of their just rights.

All this did I perform ; nor can an instance be pro-

duced, in which I proved deficient. If a man were

asked, what were the means by which Philip ef-

fected most of his designs ? the answer is obvious :

It was by his armies, by his bribes, by corrupting

those who were at the head of affairs. As to his

arinie.s, I neither commanded nor directed them.

I am not therelbre to account for any of their mo-

tions. As to his bribes, 1 rejected them. And, in

this 1 conquered Philip ; for, as the purchaser con-

quers, when a man accepts his price, and sells him-

self ;
so, the man who will not be sold, who dis-

dains to be corru pted, conquers the purchaser. Well

then '. with respect to me, this state remains still

unconquered.

Thus have I produced such instances of my con-

duct, as (not to mention many others) justly autho-

rise this decree of Ctesiphon in my favour. And
now I proceed to facts, well known to all who hear

me.—No sooner had the battle been decided, than

the people, (and they had known and seen all my
VOL. II. A a
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actions,) in the midst of public consternation and

distress, when it could not be surprising- if the mul-

titude had made me feel some marks of their re-

sentment, were directed by my counsels in every

measure taken for the defence of the city. What-

ever was done to guard against a siege, the dispo-

sition of our garrison, our works, the repair of our

walls, the money to be raised for this purpose, all

was determined by decrees framed by me. Then,

when they were to appoint a commissioner for pro-

viding corn, the people elected me from their whole

body. Ag-ain, when persons, bent on my destruc-

tion, had conspired against me
; when they had com-

menced prosecutions, inquiries, impeachments, and

I know not what, at first not in their own names,

but by such agents as they thought best fitted to

conceal the real authors
;
—yes, you all know, you

all remember that, at the beginning of this period,

I was every day exposed to some judicial process ;

nor was the despair of Sosiclcs, nor the malice of

Philocrates, nor the madness of Diondas and Me-
lanu.s, nor any other engine left untried for iny de-

struction : 1 say then, that, at the time when 1

was thus exposed to various assaults, next to the

gods, my first and great defenders, I owed my deli-

verance to you, and all my countrymen. And jus-

tice required that you should support my cause ;
for

it was the cause of truth, a cause which could never

fail of due regard from judges bound by solemn

oaths, and sensible of their sacred obligation.—As

you then gave sentence in my favour, on all occa-

sions where 1 had been impeached, as my prosecutor
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could not obtain a fifth part of the voices, you, in

effect, pronounced that my actions had been excel-

lent; as I was acquitted upon every trial for an in-

fringement of the laws, it was evident that my coun-

sels and decrees had been ever consonant to law ;

and, as you ever passed and approved my accounts,

you declared aullientically, that I had transacted

all your atfairs with strict and uncorrupted inte-

grity. In vvhat terms, then, could Ctesiphon have

described my conduct, agreeably to decency and

justice Was he not to use those which he found

his country had employed, which the sworn judges

had employed, which truth itself had warranted

upon all occasions? Yes! but I am told that it

is the glory of Cephalus, that he never had occasion

to be acquitted on a public trial. True ! and it is

his good fortune also. But where is the justice of

regarding that man as a more exceptionable character,

who was oftentimes brought to trial, and as often was

acquitted ; never once condemned ?—Yet let it be

observed, (Athenians !)
that, with respect to iEschincs,

1 stand in the very same point of glory withCepha-

his ; for he never accused, never prosecuted me.

Here, then, is a confession of your own, that I am a

citizen of no less worth than Cephalus.

Among the various instances in which he hath

displayed liis absurdity and malice, that part of his

haran*^uc which contains his sentiments on For*

TUNE, is not the least glaring. That a mortal should

insult his fellow-mortal, on account of fortune, is,

in my opinion, an absyrdity the most extravagant.

A a 2
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He whose condition is most |!i‘c sperous, whose for-

tune seems most favourable, knows not whether it is

to remain unchanged even for a day. How then

can he mention this subject? How can lie urge it

against any man as his reproach ? But, since my
adversary hatli, on this occasion, as on many others,

given a free scope to his insolence, hear what I shall

offer upon the same subject ; and judge whether it

be not more consonant to truth, as well as to that

moderation which becomes humanity.

As to the fortune of this state, I must pronounce

it good. And this, I find, hath been the sentence,

both of the Dodonman Jove, and of the Pythian

Apollo. As to that of individuals, such as all ex-

perience at this day, it is grievous and distressful.

Look through all Greece, through all the Barbarian

world ; and where can we find the man who doth

not feel many calamities in this present juncture ?

But this I take to be the happiness of our fortune as

a slate, that we have pursued such measures as are

most honourable ; that we have been more pros-

perous than those states of Greece who vainly iiopcd

to secure their own happiness by deserting us.

—

That we have encountered difficulties, that events

have not always corresponded with our wishes, in

this we have but sharej that common lot which

ether mortals have equally experienced. As to the

fortune of an individual, mine, and that of any

other, must be determined, I presume, by the par-

ticular incidents of our lives. —Such arc my senti-

ments upon this subject. And I think you must agree
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with me, that they are founded upon’ truth and

equity. But my adversary declares, that my for-

tune liath been greater than that of the whole com-

munity. What ! a poor and humble fortune, su-

perior to one of excellence and elevation ! How can

this be? No, yEschines, if you are determined to

examine into my fortune, compare it with your

own

:

and if you find mine superior, let it be no

longer the subject of your reproach. Let us trace

this matter fully.— And here, in the name of all the

gods, let me not be censured, as betraying any in-

dication of a low mind. No man can be more

sensible than I, that lie who insults poverty, and he

who, because he hath been bred in affluence, assumes

an air of pride and consequence, are equally devoid

of understanding-. But the virulence and restless

malice of an inveterate adversary hath forced me
upon this topic, where I shall study to confine my»

self within as strict bounds as the case can possibly

admit.

Know then, .dRschincs, it was my fortune, when

a youth, to be trained up in a liberal course of edu-

cation, supplied in such a manner as to place me
above the base temptations of poverty : when a man,

to act suitably to such an education, to contribute,

in my full proportion, to all the exigencies of the

state
;
never to be wanting in any honourable con-

duct, either in private or in public life
; but on all

occasions, to approve myself useful to my country,

and to my friends. When I came into the admi-

nistration of public aflairs, 1 determined upon such



3&8 DEMOSTHENES’ [Orat. XIX,

a course of conduct, as frequently "nincd me the

honour of a crown, both from this and oilier states

of Greece. Nor could you, my enemies, attempt to

say that I had determined on a dishonourahle course.

—Such hath been the fortune of my life : a subject

on which I might enlarge : but I must restrain my-

self, lest I should give offence, by an affectation of

importance.

Come, then, thou man of dignity, tlnui who

spurnest at all others with contempt
;
examine thy

own life ; say, of what kind hatli thy fortune been ?

She placed thee, when a youth, in a stale of

abject poverty ; an assistant to thy father in his

school, employed in the menial services of prepar-

ing his ink, washing down his benches, and sweep-

ing his room ; like a slave rather than the child of

a citizen. VVticn arrived at manhood, wc find thee

dictating the forms of initiation to thy mother, as-

sisting in her trade, every night employed with thy

fawn-skin and lustral bowls, purifying the noviciates,

and modelling their little figures of clay and bran,

then rousing li)''m, and teaching them to pronounce

1 HAVE escaped' THE BAD; 1 HAVE FOUND THE

BETTER
:
glorying in this noble accinnplishmcnt of

howling out such jargon louder than the rest. And
it is an honour we must allow him. For, as he

* I H AV E ESCAPED, Ac. This part of the cciciiioaial ailudcU

either to the iniproveniciits made in hunicin life hy tiiisbaiKtry

and arts, which were coininemoralcd in the mystic rites : or to

the hopes of enjoying greater happiness in another world, in con*

equence of ioitiation, with whicli the noviciates were flattered.
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pleads with so much vehemence, ye may conclude

that in his howlings he was equally piercing and
clamorous. In tlie day-time, he led his noble liac-

chanals through the highways, crowned with fennel

and poplar, grasping his serpents, and waving them
above his head, with his yell of Evoe, Saboe ! then

bounding, and roaring out Hves, Attes, Attes,

Hyes!—Leader ! —Conductor !—Ivy-bearer !—Van-
bearer! these were his felicitations from the old

women : and his wages were tart, biscuit, and new-

baked crusts. In such circumstances, surely we
must coirgratulate him on his fortune.

When you had obtained your enrolment among
our citizens, by what means I shall not mention,

but when you had obtained it, you instantly chose

out the most honourable of employments, that of

under-scrivener and assistant to the lowest of our

public otTicers. And, when you retired from this

station, where you had been guilty of all those prac-

tices you charge on others, you were careful not to

disgrace any of the past actions of your life. No,

by the powers !—You hired yourself to Simmichus

and Socrates, those deep groaning tragedies, as they

were called, and acted third characters. You pil-

laged the grounds of other men for figs, grapes, and

olives, like a fruiterer ; which cost you more blows

than even your playing, which was in effect playing

for your life ; for there was an implacable, irrecon-

cileable war declaredbetween you and the spectators

;

whose stripes you felt so often and so severely, that

yop may well deride those as cowards who are un-
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experienced in such perils.—But I shall not dwell

on such particulars as may be imputed to his po-

verty. My objections shall be confined to his

principles.—Such were the measures you adopted

in your public conduct, (for you at last conceived

the bold design of engaging in affairs of state,) that,

while your country prospered, you led a life of trepi-

dation and dismay, expecting every moment the

stroke due to those iniquities which stung your con-

science: when your fellow-citizens were unfortunate,

then were you distinguished by a peculiar confidence.

And the man who assumes this confidence, when

thousands of his countrymen have perished,—what

should he justly suffer from those who are left alive ?

—And here 1 might produce many other particulars

of his character. But I suppress them. For 1 am
not to exhaust the odious subject of his scandalous

actions. 1 am confined to those which it may not

be indecent to repeat.

Take then the whole course ofyour life, yEschines,

and of mine ; compare them without heat or acri-

mony. You attended on your scholars : 1 was my-

self a scholar. You served in the initiations : 1 was

initiated. You were a performer in our public en-

tertainments : I was the director. You took notes

of speeches : I was a speaker. You were an under-

player: 1 was spectator. You failed in your part:

1 hissed you. Your public conduct was devoted to

our enemies : mine to my country. I shall only

add, that on this day I appear to be approved worthy

of a crown : the question is not whether 1 have been



Orat. XIX.] ORATIcy'HS. 361

merely blameless : this is a point confessed. You
appear as a false accuser : and the question is whe-
ther you are ever to appear again in such a charac-

ter You are in danger of being effectually pre-

vented, by feeling the consequences of a malicious

prosecution.—The fortune of your life, then, hath

been truly excellent
;
you see it. Mine hath been

mean ;
and you have reason to reproach it.—Come

then ! hear me while I read the several attestations

of those public offices which I have discharged.

And, in return, do you repeat those verses which

you spoiled in the delivery.

** Forth from the deep abyss, behold I come

!

** And the dread portal of the dusky gloom.

And “ Know then, howe’er reluctant, I must speak

Those evils— ”

O, may the gods inflict those evils upon thee ! may

these thy countrymen inflict them to thy utter de-

struction ! thou enemy to Athens, thou traitor, thou

vile player !—Read the attestations.

The Attestations are read.

Such hath been my public character. As to my
private conduct, if you be not all satisfied that I

have approved myself benevolent and humane

;

ever ready to assist those who needed ; 1 shall be

silent
; I shall not plead ; 1 shall not produce testi-

mony of these points : no, nor of the nuinbers of

. my fellow-citizens 1 have redeemed from- captivity,
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nor ilie sums I have (;onlributed to portioning their

daughters, nor of any like actions. For iny prin-

ciples are such as lead me naturally to suppose, that

he who receives a benefit, must remember it for

ever, if he would apj)rovc his honesty
; but that he

who confers the benefit, should instantly forget it,

unless he would betray a sordid and illiberal .spirit.

To remind men of his bounty, to make it tlie sub-

ject of his discourse, is very little dilFerent from a

direct reproach : a fault which I am studious to

avoid ; and therefore shall proceed no further
; con-

tent to acquiesce in your opinion of iny actions,

whatever this may he. Ilut while 1 practise this re-

serve, with respect to my private life, indulge me in

enlarging somewhat further on my public conduct.

Of all the men beneath the sun, point out the

single persoii, (/Eschines,) Greek or Barbarian, who

hath not fallen under the power, first of Philip, and

now of Alexander
;
and I submit : let every thing

be imputed to my fortune, (shall I call it ?) or, if

you please, my evil genius. But if numbers who

tjever saw me, who never heard my voice, have la-

boured under a variety of tlie most alllictiug cala-

mities, I mean not only individuals, but whole states

and nations ;
how much more consonant to truth

and justice must it be to a.scribe the whole to that

common fate of mankind, that torrent of unhappy

events which bore down upon us with an irresis-

tible violence ?— But you turn your eyes from the

real cause, and lay the entire blame on my admini-

stration : although you know, that, if not the whole,
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a part at least of your virulent abuse must tiius fall

upon your country, and chiefly upon yourself. Had
I, when speaking' in the assembly, been absolute and

independent master of affairs, then your other speak-

ers might call me to account. Rut if ye were ever

present, if ye were all in general invited to |)ropose

your sentiments, if ye were all agreed that the mea-

sures then suggested were really the best; if you,

TEschines, in particular, were thus persuaded, (and

it was no partial affection for me, that prompted

you to give me up the hopes, the applause, the ho-

nours which attended that course 1 then advised,

hut the superior force of truth, and your own utter

inability to point out any more eligible course;)— If

this was the case, 1 say, is it not' highly cruel and

unjust to arraign those measures now, when you

could not then propose any better ?—In all other

cases we find mankind in general perfectly agreed,

and determining in every particular with exact pre-

cision. Hath a wilful injury been committed? It

is followed with resentment and punishment. Hath

a man erred unwillingly ? He meets with pardon

instead of punishment. Is there a man who hath

neither willingly nor inadvertently ofleuded ? who
hath devoted himself to what appeared the true in-

terest of his country, hut in some instances hatli

shared in the general disappointment? Justice re-

(piires, that, in.stead of reproaching and reviling

such a man, we should condole with him. 'riiesc

points arc all manifest ; they need not the decision

of laws, they arc determined by nature, by the un-

M'ritlen precepts of humanity.—Mark then the ex-
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travag-ancc of that cruelty and malice which /Es*

chines hath discovered. The very events, which he

himself quotes as so many instances of unhappy for-

tune, he would impute to me as crimes.

Add to all this, that, as if he himself had ever

spoken the plain dictates of an honest and ingenuous

mind, he directs you to guard against me, to be

careful that I niay not deceive you, that I may not

practise my arts with too much success.—The ve-

hement declaimcr, the subtle impostor, the artful

manag’er,—thc.se are the appellations he bestows

upon me. Thus hath he persuaded himself that the

man who is first to charge his own qualities on

others, must effectually impose upon his hearers;

and that they can never once discover who he is

that urges this charge.—But you are no strangers to

his character, and must be sensible, I presume, that

all this is much more applicable to him than me.

—

As to niy own abilities in speaking, (for I shall ad-

mit this charge, although experience hath convinced

me that what is called the power of eloquence?

depends for the most part upon the hearers, and

that the characters of public speakers are determined

by that degree of favour and attention which you

vouchsafe to each ;)— If long practice, I say, hath

given me any proficiency in speaking, you have ever

found it devoted to my country, not to her enemies,

not to my private interest. His abilities, on tlic

contrary, have not only been employed in pleading

for our adversaries, but in malicious attacks upon

those bis fellow-citizens who have ever in any de-
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gree offended or obstructed him. Tlie cause of

justice, the cause of Athens, he hath never once

supported. And surely the ingenuous and honest

citizen never could expect that his private cpiarrels,

his particular animosities, should be gratified by

judges who are to determine for the public ; never

could be prompted by such motives to commence
his prosecution. No

;
tlfey arc passions, which, if

possible, never should find a place in his nature :

at least should be restrained within the strictest

bounds On what occasions then is the minister

and public speaker to exert his vehemence ? When
the general welfare of the state is in danger ;

when

his fellow-citizens are engaged in some contest with

a foreign enemy. These are the proper occasions,

for these are the proper subjects of a truly generous

and faithful zeal. But never to have demanded

justice against me, either in the name of his coun-

try, or of his own ; never to have impeached any

part of my public, or even of my private conduct

;

yet now, when I am to be crowned, when 1 am to

receive public honours, to commence a prosecution,

to exhaust his whole fund of virulence in the at-

tack ;— this surely is an indication of private pique,

of an envious soul, of a depraved spirit ; not of ge-

nerous and honest principles. And, to point this

attack not directly against me, but Ctesiphon, to

make him the culprit, is surely the very consumma-

tion of all baseness.

When I consider that profusion of words which

you have lavished on this prosecution, I am tempted
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to believe that you engaged in it, to display the skil-

ful management of your voice, not to bring me to

justice.—But it is not language, ./Eschines, it is not

the tone of voice, which reflects honour upon a

public speaker
;

but such a conformity with his

fellow-citizens in sentiment and interest, that botli

his enemies and friends are the same vvilli those of

his country. He who is thus aflected, he it is who
must ever speak the genuine dictates of a truly loyal

zeal. But the man who pays his adulation to those

who threaten danger to the state, is not embarked

in the same bottom with his countrymen, and there-

fore hath a difterent dependence for his security.

Mark me, ^Eschines, I ever determined to

share the same fate with these our fellow-citizens.

I had no separate interest, no private resource : and

has this been your case? Impo.ssible ! Yours ! who,

when the battle was once decided, instantly repaired

as ambassador, to Philip, the author of all the cala-

mities your country, at that time experienced ; and

this, when, on former occasions, you had declared

loudly against engaging in any such commission; as

all these citizens can testify.

— Vyiiom are we to charge as the deceiver of the

state ? Is it not the man whose words are incon-

sistent with his actions ? On whom do the male-

dictions fall, usually pronounced in our assemblies?

Is it not on this man ? Can we point out a more

enormous instance of iniquity in any speaker, than

this inconsistency between his words and actions ?

And in this have you been detected. Can you then
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presume to speak
; to meet the looks of these ci-

tizens ? Can you persuade yourself, that they are

strangers to your character all so profoundly sunk

in sleep and oblivion, as to forget those harangues,

in which, with horrid oaths and imprecations, you

disclaimed all connexion with Philip ? You called

it an imputation forged by me, and urged from

private pique, without the least regard to truth.

And yet no sooner was the advice received of that

fatal battle, than your declarations were forgotten,

your connexion publicly avowed. You affected to

declare, that you were engaged to this prince in the

strictest bands of friendship. Such was the title by

which you sought to dignify your prostitution. Was
the son of Glaucothea the minstrel, the intimate, or

friend, or ac(|uainlance of Philip .i* I profess myself

unable to discover any just and reasonable ground

for such pretensions. No : you were his hireling

indeed, bribed to betray the interest of Athens ;

and, although you have been so clearly detected in

this traitorous correspondence
;
although you have

not scrupled, when the battle was once decided, to

give evidence of it against yourself; yet have you

presumed to attack me with all your virulence ; to

reproach me with crimes, for which, of all mankind,

I am least to be reproached.

Many noble and important schemes hath my
country formed, and happily effected by my means

;

and, that these are retained in memory, take this

proof, iEschines. When the people came to elect

a* person to make the funeral oration over the slain.
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immediately after the battle^ they would not elect

you, although you were proposed, although you are

BO eminent in speaking ; they would not elect De-

mades, who had just concluded the peace, nor He-

gemon, no, nor any other of your faction. They
elected me. And when you and Pythocles rose up,

(let Heaven bear witness, with what cruelty, with

what abandoned impudence !) when you charged

me with the same crimes as now, when you pur-

sued me with the same virulence and scurrility
;

all

this served but to confirm the people in tlicir reso-

lution of electing me. You know too well the rea-

son of this preference
;
yet hear it from me.—They

were perfectly convinced, both of that faithful zeal

and alacrity with which 1 had conducted their af-

fairs, and of that iniquity which you and your party

had discovered, by publicly avowing, at a time

when your country was unfortunate, what you had

denied with solemn oaths while her interests flou-

rished. And it was a natural conclusion, that the

men whom our public calamities emboldened to dis-

close their sentiments, had ever l)een our enemies,

and now were our declared enemies. Besides, they

rightly judged, that he who was to speak in praise

of the deceased, to grace their noble actions, could

not, in decency, be the man who had lived and con-

versed in strict connexion with those who had

fought against them : that they who, at Macedon,

had shared in the feast, and joined in the triumph

over the misfortunes of Greece, with those by whose

hands the slaughter had been committed, should not

receive a mark of honour on their return to Athens-
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Nor did our fellow-citizens look for men who could
act the part of mourners, but for one deeply and
sincerely affected. And such sincerity they found
in themselves and me ; not the least degree of it in

you. I was then appointed
: you and your associ-

ates were rejected. Nor was this llie determination

of the people only : those parents also, and brethren

of the deceased, who were appointed to attend the

funeral rites, expressed the same sentiments. For,

as they were to give the banquet, which, agreeably

to ancient usage, was to be held at his house who
had been most strictly connected with the deceased,

they gave it at my house ; and with reason : for, in

point of kindred, each had his connexions with

some among the slain, much nearer than mine ; but

with the whole body none was more intimatel]^.

connected ; for he, who was most concerned in their

safety and success, must surely feel the deepest sor-

row at their unhappy and unmerited misfortune.

Read the epitaph inscribed upon their monu-
ment by public authority. In this, iEschines, you
will find a proof of your absurdity, your malice,

your abandoned baseness.—Read !

TAe Epitaph.

I.

• These, for their country’s sacred cause, array’d

In arms, tremendous, sought the fatal plain:

Brav’d the proud foe with courage undismay’d.

And greatly scorn’d dishonour’s abject stain.

* Oih sr»T{«f irixs ti( i9irro

OwA«t, KKi mrtmaXtit vCfm awi^xijke'ar.

VOL. 11. B b
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Fair virtue led them to the arduous strife ;

Avenging terror menac’d in their eyes

:

For freedom nobly prodigal of life.

Death they propos’d their common glorious prize.

III.

For never to tyrannic vile domain

Could they their generous necks ignobly bend.

Nor see Greece drag the odious servile chain, *

And mourn her ancient glories at an end.

IV.

In the kind bosom of their parent-land.

Ceas’d are their toils, and peaceful is their grave

So Jove decreed
:
(and Jove's supreme command

Acts unresisted, to destroy, or save.)

V.

Chance to despise, and fortune to control,

Doth to th’ immortal gods alone pertain :

Their joys, unchang’d, in endless currents roll:

But mortab combat with their fate in vain.

^ 4^1X9)^ nai tufAarof hk

m?s}i KOiMr idtrrt j9^aiCi}r,

Ovptxip f4v avxifi Sirri^

Fam waTftf •%!» moAvok wXttara

iirif $riiT0K ijJii

MfiJo' f^Ti K«i wmfxa nurofStiP

Er 0tm* fAotfaf f HTt fvyu9 iWOftu
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i®schines ! hcarest lliou this ! it pertains only
to the gods to controul fortune, and to command
success. Here, the power of assuring victory is

ascribed, not to the minister, but to Heaven. Why
then, accursed wretch! hast thou so licentiously re-

proached me upon this head ? Why hast thou de-
nounced against me, what I entreat the just gods to

discharge on thee and thy vile associates !

Of all the various instances of falsehood, in this

his prosecution, one there is which most surprises

me. In recalling the misfortunes of that fatal pe-
riod to our minds, he hath felt no part of that sen-

sibility, which bespeaks a zealous or an honest

citizen. He never dropped one tear : never disco-

vered the least tender emotion. No I his voice

was elevated, he exulted, he strained and swelled,

with all the triumph of a man who had convicted

me of some notorious offence. But, in this, he hath

given evidence against hin\self, that he is not af-

fected by our public calamities in tl;e same manner
with his fellow-citizens. And svwely the man who,
like TEschines, affects an attachment to the laws and

constitution, should approve his sincerity, if by no

other means, at least by this, by feeling joy and sor-

row on tlic same occasions wdtb bis countrymen ;

—not take part with their enemies in his public

conduct. And this part you have most evidently

taken
;
you, who point at me as the cause of all

;

me, as the author of all our present difficulties.

—

But was it my administration, were they my in-

stances which first (aught my country to rise in

u b 2
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defence of Greece ? If you grant me (his, if you

make me the author of our vig-orous opposition (o

that power which threatened the liberties of our

nation, you do me greater honour than ever was

conferred upon an Athenian. But it is an lionour

I cannot claim ; I should injure my country : it is

an honour, I well know, ye would not resign. And
surely, if he had the least regard to Justice, his pri-

vate enmity to me never could have driven him to

this base attempt to disgrace, to deny you, the most

illustrious part of your character.

But why should I dwell on this, when there are

so many more enormous instances of his baseness

and falsehood ?—He who accuses me of favouring

Philip !—Heavens and earth l.what would not this

man assert?—But let us, in the name of all the

gods, attend to truth, to fact ; let us lay aside all

private animosity;—and who are really the men ou

whom we can fairly and justly lay the guilt of all

misfortunes ? The men who, in their several states,

pursued his course, (it is easy to point them out,) not

those who acted like me : The men wlu), while (he

power of Philip was yet in its weak and infant state,

when we frequently warned them, when we alarmed

them with the danger, when we pointed out their

best and safest course
;
yet sacrificed the interest of

their country to their own infamous gain, deceived

and corrupted the leading citizens iit each state,

until they had enslaved them all. Thus were the

Thessalians treated by Daochus, Cineas, and Thra-

sydseas ; the Arcadians, by Cercidas, Hieronynms,
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Eucalpidas
; tlic Aigians, by Myrtes, Tclademus,

Mnaseas ; Elis, by Euxitlieiis, Cleotimus, Arisltech-

inus ; Messenc, by the sons of Philiades, that abo-

mination of the g'ods, by Neon, and Thrasylochus

;

Sicyon, by Aristratus and Epicharos ; Corinth, by

Dinarchus, Dcinaratus
; Megara, by Elixus, Ptedo-

rus, Perilaiis
; Thebes, by Tiinolaiis, Theogiton,

Ancmajtas
; Eub<Ea, by Hipparchus, Clilarchus,

Sosicrates. The whole day would be too short

for the names only of the traitors. And these were

the men who, in their several states, adopted the

same measures which this man pursued at Athens.

Wretches! flatterers ! miscreants! tearing the vitals

of their country, and tendering its liberties, with a

wanton indiflcrencc, first to Philip, now to Alex-

ander! confined to the objects of a sordid and in-

famous sensuality, as their only blessings ! subvert-

ers of that freedom and independence which the

(Jreeks of old regarded as the test and standard of

true happiness !—Amidst all this shamefully avowed

corruption, this confederacy, or (shall 1 call it by

its true name ?) this traitorous conspiracy against

the liberty of Greece, my conduct preserved the re-

putation of this stale unimpeached by the world ;

while my character (Athenians !) stood equally un-

impeached by you. Do you ask me then on what

merits I claim this honour? Hear my answer.

When all the popular leaders through Greece had

been taught by your example, and accepted the

wages of corruption, from Philip first, and now from

Ale.xandcr ;
no favourable n)omcnt was found to

conquer rny integrity ;
no insinuation ot address, no
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magnificence of promises, no hopes, no fears, no

favour, nothing could prevail upon me to resign the

least part of what I deemed the just rights and in-

terests of my country : nor, when my counsels were

demanded, was I ever known, like you and your

associates, to lean to that side, where a bribe had

been, as it were, cast into th,e scale. No : my wliole

conduct was influenced by a spirit of rectitude, a

spirit ofjustice and integrity ; and, engaged as I Was

in alTairs of greater moment than any statesman of

my lime, 1 administered them all with a most exact

and nneorrupted faith.—These arc the merits on

which I claim this honour.

As to those public works so much the object of

yonr ridicule, they undoubtedly demand a due share

of honour and applause : but I rate them far be-

neath the great merits of my administration. It is

not with stones nor bricks that I have fortified the

city. It is not from works like these that 1 derive

my reputation. Would you know my methods of

fortifying.? Examine, and yon will find them, in

the arms, the towns, the territories, the harbours I

have secured, the navies, the troojis, the armies I

have raised. These are the works by which I de-

fended Attica, as far as human foresight could de-

fend it ; these are the fortifications 1 drew round

our whole territory, and not the circuit of our har-

bour, or of our city only. In these acts of policy,

in these provisions for a war, I never yielded to

Philip. No
; it >vas our generals and our conle-

derale forces who yielded to fortune. Would
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know the proofs of this ? They .are plain and evi-

dent. Consider : what was the part of a faithful

citizen ? of a prudent, an active, and an honest

minister ? Was he not to secure Euboea, as our de-

fence against all attacks by sea? Was he not to

make Boeotia our barrier on the mid-land side ? The
cities bordering on Peloponnesus our bulwark, on
that fjuarter ? Was he not to attend with due pre-

caution to tlie importation of corn, that this trade

might be protected, through all its progress, up to

our own harbour? Was he not to cover those dis-

tricts which we commanded by seasonable detach-

ments, as the Proconcsus, the (^hersonesus, and Te-

ncdos ? to exert himself in the assembly for this

purpose ? while with equal zeal he laboured to

gain others to our interest and alliance, as Byzan-

tium, Abydos, and Euboea? Was he not to cut off

the best and most important resources of our ene-

mies, and to supply those in which our country was

defective?—And all this you gained by my coun-

sels, and my administration. Such counsels and

such an administration, as must appear, upon a fair

and equitable view, the result of strict integrity
;

such as left no favourable juncture unimproved,

through ignorance or treachery ; such as ever had

their due effect, as far as the judgment and abilities

of one man could prove effectual. But, if some

superior being, if the power of fortune, if the mis-

conduct of generals, if the iniquity of you traitors,

or if all these together broke in upon us, and at

length involved us in one general devastation, how

.is Demosthenes to be blamed? Had there been a
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single man in eadi Grecian state, to act the same
part which I supported in this city; nay, had but

one such man been found in Thessaly, and one in

Arcadia, actuated by iny principles, not a single

Greek, either beyond or on this side Thermopyl®,

could have experienced the misfortunes of this day.

All had then been free and, independent, in perfect

tranquillity, security, and happiness, uncontrolled,

in their several communities, by any foreign power,

and filled with gratitude to you and to your state,

the authors of these blessings so extensive and so

precious. And all (his by my means.—To convince

you that I have spoken much less tlian 1 could jus-

tify by facts, that, in this detail, I have studiously

guarded against envy, take— read the lists of our

confederates, as they were procured by my decrees.

The Lists— The Decrees—are here read.

These, and such as these, yEschines, arc the

actions which become a noble-minded honest citi-

zen. Had they succeeded, heavens and eartli

to what a pitch of glory must they have raised you,

and with justice raised you
!

yet, unsuccessful as

they proved, still they were attended with applause,

and prevented the least impeachment of this state,

or of her conduct. The whole blame was charged

on fortune, which determined the event with such

fatal cruelty. Thus, I say, is the faithful citizen to

act; not to desert his country, not to hire himself

to her enemies, and labour to iiTiprove their favour-

able exigencies, instead of those of his own state >
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not to malign his fellow-citizen,\hp, with a steady

and persevering zeal, recommends and supports

such measures as are worthy of his country ; not to

cherish malice and private animosity against him
;

not to live in that dishonest and insidious retirement

which you have often chosen. P'or there is, yes,

there is a state of retirement, honest, and advan-

tageous to the public. Such have you, my country-

men, frequently enjoyed in artless integrity. But

his retirement is not of this kind. Far from it ! he

retires, that he may desert the public service when
he pleases

;
(and he too often pleases to desert it.

)

Thus he lies watching the moment when you grow

tired of a constant speaker, or when fortune hath

traversed your designs, and involved you in some of

those various misfortunes incident to humanity.

This is his time. He at once becomes a speaker in

the assembly : he rushes, like a sudden gust of

wind, from his retreat : his voice is already exer-

cised ; his words and periods are prepared ; he de-

livers them with force and volubility, but to no

useful purpose, with no effect of any real impor-

tance. They serve but to involve some fellow-

citizen in distress ; and, to his country, they are a

disgrace. But all this preparation (./Eschines), all

this anxiety of attention, if the genuine dictates of

loyal zeal, of true patriot principles, must have pro-

duced fruits of real worth and excellence, of general

emolument:— alliances, subsidies, extension ol com-

merce, useful laws for our internal security, effectual

defence against our foreign enemies. Such were

the services which the laic times required ; such
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were the services tvhich a man of real worth and

excellence had various opportunities (»f performing.

But in all these you never took a part
; not the first,

not the second, not lh(! third, not the fourth, not

the fifth nor sixth, no, not any part whatever ; for

it would have served your country. Say, what al-

liance did the state gain by your management ?

What additional forces ? What regard or reverence ?

What embassy of yours ? What instance of your

ministerial conduct ever exalted the reputation of

your country ? What domestic interests, what na-

tional utl'airs, what concerns of foreigners have

prospered under your direction ? What arms, what

arsenals, what fortifications, what forces, what ad-

vantages of any kind have we received from you i*

What generous and public spirited effects have

either rich or poor experienced from your fortune ?

None.

—But, here he replies, “Though I have not per-

“ formed those services, I have been well-disposed,

“ and ready to perforin them.”—How ? When ?

Abandoned wretch ! who, when the being of his

country was at stake, when every speaker, who
had ever appeared in the assembly, made some

voluntary contribution to the state ; when even

Aristonicus gave up that money which he had saved

to quality him for public offices ’,—never appeared,

* For public offices. Such as that of general, Irierarcli, am-

bassador, and director of the theatre, which could not be dis-

charged without advancing considerable sums.
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never once contributed the smallest sum : and not
from poverty ; no^ he had just received a bequest of

five talejits from his kinsman Pinion
; besides the

two talents collected for his services in traversing

the law relative to trierarchs.—But I am in danger
of being led off from one point to anotlier, so as to

forget my subject.— I say then, that it was not from

poverty that you refused your contribution, but from

(he fear of opposing their interests, who influenced

all your public conduct. On what occasion, then,

are you spirited and shining ? Wlicn you are to

speak agninst your country. Then are we struck

with the brilliancy of your eloquence, the power of

your memory, the exccllenee with which you act

your part ;
— the excellence of a true dramatic

'riieocrines

We have heard his encomiums on the great cha-

racters of former times ; and they are worthy of

them. Yet it is by no meansjust (Athenians!) to take

advantage of your predilection to the deceased, and

to draw the parallel between them and me who live

amongst you. Who knows not that all men, while

they yet live must endure some shore of envy, more

or less ? But the dead are not hated even by their

* 17it oertnes, A man notorious for calumny. He had com-

posed some pieces for the theatre, but soon exchanged this pro-

fession for that of an informer; in which his virulence and malice

rendered his name proverbial. We learn from St. Jerome, that

the Pagans frequently gave this name to llie first Clirislians,

Demosthenes adds an epithet to it, calcnlated to keep the ori-

ginal profession of his rival in view, to which lie is indeed par-

*
ticularly attentive through his whole speech. Tourukil.
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enemies. And, if ll^is be the usual and nahtral

course of thing's, shall I be tried, shall 1 be judged

by a comparison with my predecessors ? No, j®s-

chiiies, this would be neither just nor equitable.

Compare me with yourself, with any, the very best,

of your party, and our contemporaries. Consider,

whether it be nobler and belter for the state to make
the benefits received from our ancestors, great and
exalted as they are, beyond all expression great, a

pretence for treating present benefactors with in-

gratitude and contempt ; or to grant a due share of

honour and regard to every man, who, at any time,

approves his attachment to the public.—And yet, if

I may hazard the assertion, the whole tenor of my
conduct must appear, upon a fair inquiry, similar

to that which the famed characters of old times

pursued: and founded on the same principles:

while you have as exactly imitated llie malicious

accusers of these great men. For it is well known,

that, in those times, men were found to malign all

living excellence, and to lavish their insidious

praises on the dead, with the same base artifice

which you have practised.—You say, then, that 1

do not in the least resen)ble those great characters.

And do you resemble them i Or your brother ? Do
any of the present speakers ? 1 name none among

them : 1 urge but this : let the living, thou man of

candour, be compared with the living, and with

those of tlie same department. Thus we judge, in

every case, of poets, of dancers, of wrestlers. Fhi-

lanmion doth not depart from the Olympian game.-^

uncrowned, because he hath not equal powers with
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Glaucus, or Karistius, or an^ otlier wrestler of for-

mer times. No : as he approves himself superior

to those who enter the lists with him, lie receives

his crown, and is proclaimed victor. So do you

oppose me to the speakers of these times, to your*

self, to any, take your most favourite character :

still 1 assert my superiority. At that period when
the state was free to choose the measures best ap-

proved, when we were all invited to engage in the

great contest of patriotism, then did I display the

superior excellence of my counsels, then were af-

fairs all conducted by my decrees, my laws, my em-

ba.ssies. While not a man of your party ever ap-

peared, unless to vent his insolence. But when we
had once experienced this unmerited reverse of for-

tune ; when this became the place, not for patriot

ministers, but for the slaves of power, for those who
stood prepared to sell their country for a bribe, for

those who could descend to certain * prostituted

compliments; then, indeed, were you and your

associates exalted ; then did you display your mag-

nificence, your state, your splendour, your equipage,

while I was depressed, I confess it
:
yet still supe-

rior to you all, in an affectionate attachment to my
country.

There are two distinguishing qualities (Athe-

nians !) which the virtuous citizen should ever

* To certain, &c. He alludes to the complimentary addresses

sent to Alexander, which he insinuates were procured by^sebines

* and his party.
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possess ; (I speak in gfeneral terms, as the least in*

vidious method of doing justice to myself;) a zeal

for the honour and pre-eminence of the state, in his

official conduct
; on all occasions, and in all trans-

actions an affection for his country. This nature

can bestow. Abilities and success depend upon

another power. And in this affection you find me
firm and invariable. Not the solemn demand of

my person, not the vengeance of the Amphictyonic

council which they denounced against me, not the

terror of their threaten ings, not the flattery of their

promises, no, nor the fury of those accursed wretches

whom they roused like wild beasts against me, could

ever tear this affection from my breast. From first

to last, 1 have uniformly pursued the just and virtu-

ous course of conduct ; asserter of the honours, of

the prerogatives, of the glory of my country ; studi-

ous to support them, zealous to advance them, my
wholC’being is devoted to this glorious cause. I

was never known to march through the city, with

a face of joy and exultation, at the success, of a fo-

reign power; embracing and announcing the joyful

tidings to those who, I supposed, would transmit it
.

to the proper place. I was never known to receive

the successes of my own country, with tremblings,

with sighings, with eyes bending to the earth, like

those impious men, who are the defamers of the state,

as if by such conduct they were not defamers of

themselves : who look abroad ; and, when a foreign

potentate hath established his power on the calamities

of Greece, applaud the event, and tell us we should^

take every means to perpetuate his power.
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Hear me, ye immortal go^s ! and let ’not these

their desires be ratified in heaven! Infqse a better

spirit into these men I inspire even their minds with

pure sentiments^!—This is my first prayer.—Or, if

their natures are not to be reformed ;
on them, on

them only discharge your vengeance ! Pursue them

even to destruction ! But, to us, display yOur good

ness, in a speedy deliverance from impending evils,

and all ilie blessings of protection and tranquillity*

!

• The event of this contest wa.s such as might be expected

from the superior abilities of Demosthenes. His rival was con-

demned, and involved in the consequences of a groundless and

malicious prosecution. Unable to pay the penalty, he was

obliged to submit to exile, and determined to take up his resi-

dence at Rhodes; where he opened a school of eloquence.

Here he read to his hearers these two orations. His was received

with approbation, that of Demosthenes with an extravagance

of applause. And how must you have been affected^ said iEs-

chines with a generous acknowledgment of his rival's merit, had

you heard him deliver it?

It is said, that, as iEschines was retiring from the city, Demo-

sthenes followed him, and obliged him to accept of a large pre-

sent of money in his distress.

TH9 END.

HT. St. Square, London.


















